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cheap and the factory was well organizcd, they were able
et in Burope and the Uned

A few yeurs later, Hagai got our of e business and sold it 0
large investment concem, in which Zigg is sill involved. Bt now
they do the manufacturing in Caypt, where labour costs are much

establish ar export ma e,

) in el T was v

chesper y interesting for e 0 be involved
i the factory while Hagai was stll a partner and o use the
experience 1 had gained in Ausralia for the benefit of the el
husicess

In the meantisne, anarher v grandchildren were horn. Ansetie
and Hagai had Guy on Junc 10, 1976, and a fesw months lacer in that
same year, Betty and Stanley adl S on Deceniber 20 Sanow

swe were the prond grandparents of four grandehildren, We were
ek that we had two in Melbourne and two in Isracl because we
really had
wher

best of both worlds and we could eajoy oursclves

wer we lived. Afles our siay in lsimel we would go back 10

Mclbousme and enjoy the quiet relaxed way of Ge there, No

excitement except for the football
sinly on Suturdy sfemoon. Othervise. everything
was moving along at 1 regular pace with o s

ganes o cricker matches or

horse races, m

cprises. Bver:
weather was normal - il snd predicranle most of e tine
ing of horse racing, 1 e tink there is any otier counry
int the world where there is 4 national holiday in honour uf s horse

Spe

race. This cay. which is always the fisst Tucsday in Novenber, is

called Mulbourne

p Day and, as you will recall, it was being
celebeated when | first avrived in Australia so many years 250, The
preparation for this sporting event takes n
sctually takes place, the race is brosdeast all aver fhe world. T is 2
ful
down, The Jewish reople used 10 ¢l it “chay basnsim.” which

onths und when it

plawee: public holiday where everthing in the country is closed

serally means ‘the holiday of the horses

Although Rachel and 1 liked coming back 1o the relaxed,

peaceful way of i in Mclbourne, after a few weeks we would
become a itk bored with all het trnquiliy and predictability and

ook Forward t our next tip 1o lsracl, where we could

we would

count on aving some sort of exciterent al] the fime. And when we
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cannon reeollect sny other storics or azy otlier events wnil
I o e 58 et o B na

Although 1 reptember my Bar-birzeah quite well, | eannot a1
A seeall Moshe's BasMitrvali As bard 2 1wy, T e find no
indication 1 all aidiough | sure we had it asound Octaber 1934

wvasstill o Taen, but | st camor unde

ind wiry it should
b s campletely wiped cut of my mind. Sumek’s BasMitzvah was
in 1910, durng die War, axd herh U and Moshe were away in
Palestine, b that’s another story

By B Mitzaah wes not s very elaborc affur, but thas was the
s Lmentioned before
¢ of the children, it wa

way of culebrating fily cve

e

we mever ceichried the iy of o

consicered of no importznce. The same spplied 1o, wedcing
anniversarics, wich is why | dan't know my parents” daie of birth
or weilding anniversiry hecause i@ was simply never mentionc.
The only reson | know Bosie's and Sumeld's binds dates is that |

e their sspons

B ke L
remcenber i 1hiad 1o prepae the Hafio
it was not aennlly related 1o the oceasion but was what was

A wis more of 4 eligions celebrtion. 1

adling and & speech

called a ~drasha” 2 sort of quotation from the Taluud and the
Fanach ke any s would presest on Shabbat i shule, and |






index-251_1.jpg
THE STORY OF MY LiFC

Lould leave Rachel alone. Bur Rachel
wis possibiity of going to start off i 2
e | had. She also stressedt

bcause | did aot think it 1
g out 1o e L
new country seemed to be the ozly
the paint that by taking this apportunity, T woukd also be able to be.
sure thut somehows 1 wowd be able ro

Kkept point

with my fuher. Ard she

s well. In he mcantine, she

find 3 way 1o get her over there
insisted., s did not mind staying alone for a few months because
she ad hersisters azid g brotiers around, so sie would nor be by

herse
Teould seethat she was ight, and Tknew that i1 did not ke this
oppotunity of going to Australa, 1 could never be sure -hat | would
et another one. We decided that,as it was now
micdle of 1947, 1 would swrt getting eady and nfarmn all our
relatives andl errange mansportation, The fist part of geting ready
and advising our relatives was not very cifficull. Most of them were:
surprised i 1 had decided o leave the country and weze

ready nearly the

especially shocked that [ was leaving Rachel alone, which seemed
wothemn 10 be very unfuir. My Auat Tobake was really shocked that
s going so far awzy. 10 the endl of the world,” a5 she put it She
i that [would probably never see them again, but L expliined 1o

er that the whole purpose of my going to Ausiralia was in fact 10
10 be as far as possible from al

et away  the end of tie world
e trouble spors in the world,
Uncle Motiel Feldstein, being religiously motivaied, said that 1
should give Rachel 2 divorce, or a religious get, 5o that if my ship
ot Jost and my body could not be faund., she would not be an
agiona, 2 Jewish vidow who would never be allawed 10 rermary

Trou his point of view he was right, but [ did not expect such a
thing (0 happen. | was sure that everything wonld be <l ight and
that Rachel and Twould eventually be together, But there was one
elitive: whorn 1 could 1ot el that | was leaving the counny, even
thoug Tneeded his belp to do so. It was Iizhak Koman, the owner
of the Orient Travel Co. Knowing wht an extrenne Ziouist he was,
Knew that he would disipprove of my leaving. Twas aftaid that not
only would he nat help me, but he might even work against e

There were severaltravel agents in Tel-Aviv, hu [izhak Korman
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at i aparivient in Metbonrae withs of e chiidren and
e Youaian. 196

e
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was the only person | knew who rode a bike lom his house in

Carmerwell 1 the cirg. The distance was about tvelve kilometres
nd there were no other bicyeles or e road in those vears, but be
did non care. This is what he had done al s e s
o do so. Anyway, he w

e comtinucd

avery nice person azd very frendly 1o vs
all the time.

All we had <o dlo was huild s shelves in onr room and son

out and sore the goods delivered 10 us and tien send them out o

aur customers, The teleplion we sed in Ms, Robisison’s soom and

we alsa did the bookkeeping tere and the invoiciog, Once the
men's socks line was established. we stared to look around for
ather lin ting
rothers who

w increase our business. We fourd that @ simsila

wes happening in Ldies” stockings. There were o

hiad established] 5 business of buging out all the refected seconds of

ladies” hosiery (tom the m;

wfcturers, Their names were Chaim

and Jack Licherman. As in the cse of the mens socks, they were

selling everything they had sorted out and repeined 10 the sall

vendors in the market. We promised to give them a better price and
take un all their production. and they gladly agreed

By the way, Jack Lieherman is the same man who bough the Pz
petral company from the T
that wa deals The man becime 4
limllonsine sone e ago. and e end bis buorher are very

sovernment @ fow yeans o, a0
e ol his sl

well established in Austealia in a vriety of b

e fnvestnents.

Anyway, by now we alicady bad two lines for distibution, bt
e ladies’ stackings section was 2ot a5 smple a the nen's socks,
Waile dhe socks from Mr. Cheray arcived to us fully graded and

natly sorted out and correctly packaged and all we had 1 do was

makce up the orders and send the ou 1o 1he customers. it was

auite a iffrent story with the ladies’ siackings. The way they were
corted was fine for the market customers. but we could ot send

then out tEat way 10 the siores v

sold 10 in the ety Thar meant

that we had 1o regrad: the sockings and repack thens and throw
out the ones that were not up to standard, or shall 1 say 1t up to
substandard. Tt we had 1o employees 2t that tie. so only our
wives could help us. Since Mot lived in an aparment o St Kild:
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el 10 elassieal music as 10 tolk music. I Poknd, the Jewish
population was about 1% af the ol but there was never angtlisig

presened with sy Jewish erest 1he closest thing o music with

a Jewiiy fecling we goi cither from Czechoslovakia where the

Stivonic dances had 3 hit of Jewish quali, or gypsy musc fie
bad the

Mavour of o dances. The nicest was mative folk msic from Sofia

Hudapest. or Rumanian dances from Bucharest. They a

i Bulgaria and whenever this was on, we all oved (o listen w0 i

Speakiing of Fricay nights, whit was our soutine on eree Shabiat?

T cannot rementer il we wen 0 shisde or ot [know thas botker
ever wen: 0 shitle except for four simes & ye:
on Yo Kippus - Kol Nidse and for the

day. Bt 1 remener diat we, Fater and the boys, went 1o shile

e v oTings

of ttosis Hashana and o

every Saturday morming and for sure o erepYom o, but T ot

sure about Fridy = bt whiclt was the

g, We wsed t0 20 1040

e of Raihi el Y ankele, the brother of the Modzicer riblsi who

Chassidic songs. His

s very Famous for i composition

shanmes used 1o g0 1o Modaic at least twice a year and come back

th new munes for the Eolidays. Very ofien Fatber would e the

bzt Tor Musat and sometimes for Srachuacit. The sbieebel was

the pabls private Gwellz bout @ 1Zmin

sonsse. The in front room wats e Beit Tefla; 2 smaller room

et dor wars for thase whe seually cane 10 falk all he time but

pretended 1o pra: and an adjoining large toom divided by 3

s, Tt he
harcly anshody here on Shabbat and it was full only on Fosh
Hashan: and Yam Kippur. The kids could g0 dosn and play in the
ik yard. o this was quilc 1 convenient place 1o spend Shubbu

curtain when the doors were open was For the was

The sabbi wes @ very iwposing figure He was six feet wll
fllbod
personali, was frendly and owgoing, and was fnan
supponed by e peaple, iy Chassidin, who cme there 10

and had & long prey bz, Te had < very plessant

pras e had four sons and o daughier. His oldest sop wes nuricd
bt far some reason had 1@ eave bis wife, o he came Fack home 1o

Tive with his pacens. He deseloped sancer of the thoat The
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s Far sy Tromm Gerniay 0 w0rsy about sy probienns of

Imu e el el quile sull brecause we wese out of Furoe

5. who were the only

he war Or so we thovght, The Tali
allies of Germany's anthattime, decided that ey would show how
o they
sent a oo of plnes e bomih Tel- vy, As tis was tonlly
it We had no bomi-prost
. and no i il weapos or ared

e they were and that they coukd also do something

mespeciesd no on was prepare
sheters oo alim s
pero. plines in e air. <o the *hrave” Ialians had no problen
opping their hombs, and

5 over the shore of Tel-aviv

It early morning whies the bombings ok place, Moshe was
arwork el was sill a home with the Feldsieins, When thizgs
it noiing happened 10 us, Tran ol 1o
allvighs s well He

it parts of sozhem

call Moshe an his worssho. Forunatcly, he

Wl e s e i Teard 1k the bond
Tl Ay s the beach ad quite  few people were illed. I ool
awhile o confrmn that 2 Block of flars fad ben hit, 2 well a5 an
Vg honse sl s of the peaple were kiled

This hasingg acctrred in 1910 conpletely changed fhe mood of
all e el v residents, Evervane felt that ey were not safe and

that thesr lves were i d
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from ncighbours. but 1 i not mind that, But one day while 1 was
sweeping the enteance. a il pssed by who had beea on the ship
with s from Polind. When she sa me she said, “Did vou take 2
ob sweeping the strects for the City Councib” | explained to her
st this was ot he case. At that e, the lowest joh availablc for
wete many doctors

e streets, and ther

finmigants was sweeping
and lawyers from Germang who did not know any lebrew, so1
wis the only work they cauld find. There was a popular saying in
TeleAviv thal our street sweepers were mostly doctors and lavyers

Here again, there was ot a single Acah employed (o do that ob,

1he sysen of building blocks of flas in Tel-Aviv was fairly
modem but nor mechanized. 1 can only say it in retrospect
because 4t the time | was actually doing the work. 1 bad no

experience whatsoever and could ot compare it with any building
activiries in Radom, primarily hecause there was o building going
on therc alall. 1 heard that in the 19215, after the War, there was
uite « bit of buikling going on, but when the great ceonomic
collapsc came in 1929, that all stopped and it did not cecommence
before 1 lef Radrm. Tn face, 1 never saw a single ikling go up in

tadom
Butin Tel-Aviv, the building [ was working on
s and columns, all in seinforced concrete, and the

adl fousdations

0 oo
space in-bersceen was filled in with bricks. We hadl 10 make our
own concrete on the spor in 4 ke machine operaied by o

senesator, We mixed cement with sand and water 1o get the right
concrete: misture; | would monicor dhe quality of it by cheching the
propartion of sand to cement. When the pouring of the floor was
finished, 1 had to water it with a hose the next day and for four days
sfter that, o make sure that it did not dry 100 fast and would not
erack from the intense heat of the sun. IF it was poused on a
Chursday. 1 had 10 do the watering late Triday jost before Shabbat
and come back Saturday nigh o hose it again.

Since June of that year, it became dangerous to stay on the higher
Moors 16 o the watering because this was when the Arabs started
shioating at Jews in Jaffa and nearby areas. Kalisher Street was not
very far from the border streets of Jaffa, and you never knew when
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‘oud explasions suried o il we were all really shocked

e sergeant major. whio was in our e, yelled, “Get your silles
all the others aut” Everybody ran ot of the
ent, and 1 ired 10 understand why. Yes, we all had our ifles but we

K up in cases witl

had absclutely 5o anmuniion, as it was il
“ome orher L
Killed by the Genmans bombing Tarsnio, 25 we coukd nei

gape. <0 what was the use of funnisg out 1o gt

atack

nor defiend ourselves? 1 decided o stay in the teat. 1lay on the
ground and covered ty head with a pillow

Inabout five minutes it had all quietened down, went ourfthe.
tent and the explosions stared again. But it wasata bomb atick
IL I was & stining display of fireworks heing shot up into the
night sky by the ship right next 1 1s Then 1w

informe that it

s Decersher 31stand as it was midnight, we were all elebrating
the New Year! Although the front and the fighting were anly ahont

30 ilometres ozl of where we were, the Germans could not

afford 10 send any phines there. We were all quite safe and we

didn't even lave to abserve a black out

T ¢ who was right ot 10 1t
out of the tem. However, 1 did nat boast about it because it could.

have been ciied a5 an act of cowardice. even though as far 25 Lam

wery hapay i was the only

concemed, it was a totally rational and logical decision,
The next day they stanted fo split s up. Most of our unit wa

o various destinations, but 1 and three others cid

sent

off by sy truc
ot gt any llocation, We were toid 2 stay in the same teat fo
another day or two. I
thousands of soldiers were being unloaded and tznsported away
while swe suyed there, not knowing whar was going o luppen to
us. O the shird day. an offcer drove up i a jeep and old s o get
in and saic he would ke us 10 our destination

We got out at a place called

a the meantinne, more ships were aniving

his was 3 ten minute drive away

ard for Tazunco. Fron:

Nassis
chere. s were direcied north, west, and east 0 various focations
i lialy. [ was appoinicd RTO Nassii. As we had 1o work
venty-four houss & day, Lappoinied bo people o take the olicr

sehich was a very large marshalling

s shifts and o 1o help with the records. 1 was told that from
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them and they woild never progress if they rensined with us
dong the joh they were duing, Then T would tef] (hem trat since |
ey leave

e compay and apply somewhese dise for a position betier suied

ad mothing: else avaable an prescn, | suggested 1

o then: [ snd | would gladly give them a etier of reference. il
with that ey would be abie 1 adance wery quickly elewhere. I
fieves ailed, azd evershady el in 4 good mood

We had of course u i

mount of probloms all the tie. and they
hiad o b taken care of and 0 be solved as quickly as possible. One.
of the bigge

probilems we faced was the infies of cheap uporis
o our type of merchandise from Southens Asiacs countsies. namely
Hang Kong, Singapore, Taisean,

lavsia, and South Korea, Ever:

Uougl the Australian government fuposed 3 prorective dury on

pors o these conniies, it was no soficient o ke iy
e netween the Righ cost o labour s Austral
chestp abous costs i those Thind Workd countries, Therefore. il

dilfer and the very

the orge retail groups opencd buging offices n Hoag Kong, where
they lonked around for any merchandise that they could buy at a
beter price than in Ausrl

ot el of panty hose we weze ot nestenid very s
compatition from thes countres hecause the price difference was
o s

ant enough 10 warran: importing from Southcust Asi, a5

e buyers expected the possbility of unrelisble deliveries and o

certain lack of quality cantrol. Fven the consumers in Austrlia
would v w g

it of Hong Korg pusay hose cheaper than

he fo

one made in Austealia, and g our product in i stores was

selling for 19 cents a pai, it would not have been pueh

e resson tiat they conld not et ws mach on price
nany hose production was almost completely i
therelore the price of labour was not a ngor Lactor in the general
costing, As Lar s the cost of

e

s scch s nylon s was
concemnec, we were as cheap 2 they were hecause we could buy
e aadee in e sworkd, Whats more. we wens Jabnng-on-

the-spot with inmed

¢ deliveries of any onder and could pro

st 1o

eats when required, plus s offered grarasieed qualicy, so

0 e was interested i imponing paniy lose
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went o the hospital 1o give birdh o fer tind ehikd, Alon, on
Septetuber 9, 1985, after she gave birth, Twent 0 the unives
et her resuls, 1 hadl the plezsuce of announcing (o fer that she
succesafully completed her studies and reccived her degree. Two
years Tater, s had nother announcement; Amichai, bora o3
November 16, 1987

By now we rad four grandehildien from cach of our e
chidren, and in total a full dazen. So of course we w
mare and more time in Jerusalenn and enjoying o

ity 1o

spending
family lite

e
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et W

nd | icked @ perect gl - iy own tean
all career, a5 1 got chucked off the ream

ended my foor
The 1cches

dedicared. ey were demanding and received full respect from all

we had for our various suhiccs were all very

the kids — hoys and g, But [ don’ understandd heos children can

discover that there gre same tachers who can be ahused and made
fun ofL 1f there i one like that, the 3ids will ke achartage of hin

ol one sudent 10 s
s the e

andl give him a el time, and you n
woll and & Jot of othezs will follow. I aur

e

eaches, Mr. Schitacr, who was

cealsehalar and ha

Krowledge of Hebrow subiects: but sanchor, exen heangh he s
y respect from the ke ki,
while ather teachers gor their full wication und some were even

an wider person. he did not get

Feared. Dut durisg Tehrew clases, when we were ten years ol

any o of rick was accepteble. We used! 1o 11y praper airplanes in

thee air and shoor water pisiols, and 1 e 10 adm that | was
among those who did suh

Once | and two other boys were: caught and were sent 1o the
headrnast

. where we tecuived a severe warning, 1 ink thit Fron
| quittencd down and concentrated on the Hebren
subjects being tag]

thes o

Lmist e been one of e best pupils of
Hebrew sl others did not lice it and did not concenare

Ferliaps it was casier for pe hecause | hadl gone o chederard hud
learned allthe prayers el e reading of the Torah, Although the
Hebres subjects were tanght t us in an Asitkenazi sevke il wes o

very dificult 1 aduot © the b e Sepbaracit of the wodern
Hebres taughtat school. The sesult of the [ehrew studies was that
vhen | came 16 Palestine in 1936, 1 could speas. read, and write in

perect Hebrew witkon any effort

Another wnformmate incident oceurred in my frst vear at thit
scliool. 1 was pushed down a (gt of s.airs by another oy, and 1
broke i ot

fatter a

2 from

and cut my Tip. L set home, and my

d mother were very spset that this lud happencd 10 me
e wenicd 10 80 o the healmaster azul complin shout it but |
stopped thesn becise iU wirs vt use: And asywey the boy who had

oushee me. named Bressler, laer anclogized to me
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e gained a very large livag soor and a dining room.

But lers g ek 1o catty 1919 and the happy event of my
it

i
¥

My fis at 10 wonths otd. Tabens 1 1919

e would have thonght of giving sih in 4 hospial Tlospil

were shaihy public insitutions for very poar, very sk people w
couled not he taken care of ar home, But giving bith was considercd
onnected it o
hospital. Ac fome. st before the birh, peaple ing printed
extracts from Psalms and special Shema lseacls on the bedroon:
ure i casy hith. This
ved 1o b elfective. expecily i it was remforced by

saclt s simple sl naul dizg thar no one eve

walls 10 prevent aay complications and 1o e
was b

clilren n a checder seciting those s s and shenma s hrec s o
day fust before the birth andl in the case of 1 ke child, for cight
cays afersiard as el uati the it il

Fam sure than all his was dore an my bith as vl 1 do ot
wemensbes in el the bish of sy Drother o

s 1w
twovand a halfahes: 1 happened, hut ] enmentoer exicty what was
done wher: Sumek was om. Although bis birth was eight vears
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if they would ke 10 b e o

made Fying ¢

'
snd bugs from getting o my bl ook four cmpty heer cars and
filled them with kerosenc. | put a bedl leg into cactt of he cans and
was Telly protected from anythizg Una crawlec. Quite @ 1ot of the
for the dea, Now thar |

o imvenred a way of preventing all Kinds of crwling insects

other bogs copied me and thanked me

hink abou it, pethaps 1 should have applicd for u paien: for this
iivention
But the real trouble occurred when we got s sandstora, And this

pened quie of
the sand from the grousd. There was so much
that visibility became very poar, and the sand penetiated absolutely

en. g windbs s 10 b, which rubed

fiying around

cverything We used 1o wear o b, special gopgles, shin coll
Tully buttored and tured up, but the sand sl peneiated 1o our

s were full of it Fven when v

hadis, azd our tents and ix

down o eat something, we always Tad sand i ovr food and drinks
faolpraol —or sendproot. But

el it never listed more than a day

becuuse the tens cauld ot be

ance the sandsionm was over

or o — we quiealy forgot al dhout i,
Only ance durizg onr envie stay in Egypi did we have auy sin,
e

s v bl wilh 5 Tl s Urat they had never seca it Luppen
A5 4 maer of fac,all ey

and it lasted. about half an hour, This was most ursual.an

hefore and neither did their pares

ol say was,“Look at the water coming from the sky,” zs they i

o v a wond for i in their linguge 50 they called it moya

Gvaten). And they blamed s for it They chizned tha we brough it
with s andl ey hoped that we would not b anything worse

than ta:

Afier ahour rwo months in Fayid | was tnslerred 1o Fanan 10

sun the RTO'S offiee there. It scas viry siviker (o the

¢ in Tagid
excent that s fully in charge and liad no officer above me, hut

from tine to tine = Birish eaptaiz whe was in charge of our unit

would come for an ispection. After hout twvo months of my sty
in Fasara. he recommended that |be promoted 1o segeant and b
taa

I hecam

ransterre crstation. S0 s weeks b ergennt

“usze
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sutun, and o lovely summer. The anly disturbance is the north
wind that comes from the descrt n the summer snd is very dry, and
the tenperanure can reach the high 308, But it never lasts longer
thar a cay or two and then the cool change comes when the wind
suddenly tums arousid asd the temperaure drops down ta about
20 degrees,

Tack at home, Melinda was tring twelve and the time had
come ro celebrate her Bat-Mitzvah. As she was attending a Jewish
sehaol, we did not ave @ privare party because all e gicls from all
the classes of her level had 1 kirge party at a reception hall. There
was & lovely stage performance by the girls, complete witk singing
and dancing, The visiting chief rabhi af the United Kingdom, Rabbi
Vacubowitz, presented the girls with their cenificares of Bar
Mitzvaly. This was followed by a reception for all the parents and
relives, which was also & very enjoyable even

Melinda dressed and ready for
her Bar Mitzvab ddince
porformance. 1972

W had another lovely celebration that year, Stanley and Betty's
engagement. They hadt been going out for & while and their geting
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quite & number of Jewish owned textle factories. They

recommended hat 1 take on a job at the factory owned by
chairan of he Jewish Wellare Organizarion, Leon Fink, and they
gave me  leter of reference t0 give 10 him

When Uarived a is faciory | zsked the receptionist i could see
Mir. Fink. She asked iy name and | said Koman, Then she s
Tt My, Korma
10l her there was 1o ercor and that my name wa

s son with M, Fink, 5o this must be an enor” [
Korman. o she.
later two mes catte out. One

went inside and 2 couple of minute
as leon Fink uad the other as Pinnek

introducee. him:
Rormn!

1 had never met Pinaek Korman hefore hecause [ was 4 haby
\when he Jeft Poland. They asked me 1o came into the office with

e Then Piaack said 1o e, 1 know who you are and | know all
about you because I7hak wrote o vs from Tel-wiv and he told us
it you weuld be coming o Melhourne, Te samed s nor to be of
any assistance to you because he felt that you should never have
lef

lestine, B 1do not agree with lian because first of al you
+ Korman and my causin's son. Secondly, you have the right 1o

decide for yourself what you want 1o do and no one can rell yor
i thizdly, 1 Tike the fact that you came 10 see Leon

5 for anyehing you might necd. [ want o tnuoduce

Fink and ron
you 0l e Kormans e
coumes every Py night afler dinmer to my faber's place. and 1
ou be there next. Friday night at eight o'clock.

e gave me the address of Abraham Koma's apastment in a

It sa happens that the whole Gy

st

silding,called Paer's Corner on Dickens Stzeet in Fluos

Jeft because he Had already been there for over an hon. Apparens
Levr Fink was one of bis best fren
hour together every Thursday. M. Fink enjoyed that tuecting very
et and he tole me e was very happy that | had come o take an

and they spent ihe

ajob wilh him Tie inirocluced me to one of his foremen in the y:

spinning scetion, and 1 was asked 10 sart working on doaduy

On Friday night | wen up (o my grea unle’s apariment
Thnew him from Pale:

Abraham Kornan was my Fatier's un

“ie
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before the beginning of the academic year, [ was given 1 clear and
defin
stan my swdics. | would be deponied because my case would
surely set a precedent for others t follow. So that was it 1 had to
pack up i a huny and move 1o Geelong, 25 it was geteing ke for

refusall T was 01, in no encertsin terms, that i [ did not

the commencing date

2 s o pemsss

Settr of refusal Jrom e Atstratians Depurtment of fosrations
& o

1 segistered at the Colle and found a toom in  nice sl
house on 4 quiet steeet facing the by, ac 14 Swanston Sceeer, with
an elderly widowe who lived on her own. Breakfast was inclucied,
sehich made it easier for me. and it was only a shor walk t the
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What et the Jews g and enabled dhem o e s relatively

ozl life was the Bttt for ventusies they had sceepied thiv
And secondly, neury

hopeles stuation and deprived way of |

cveryone was eligious and Bl unsanering Fih that one day the

Messiah would come and cliange all s 10 4 promised paradise o

Carth, where tere wonld e o probleans, anly constant hapy
Rl plessire.
A that po, Zaomin was establishing iscll among the young

Jeonle. growing stronger since the e 191h century Bt somehos:

it i e ave much effect on the religious Jews or those who were

comlortabie firncially These people believed in the Messiah and

B 10 beter themselves, wherever they were. 1n

Russia, whese pogroms were a regulas oceurence, 1 addition

e economic and sockl Lardships, the Jewish population was
dividded into four groupss 1) hose wao accepied life the way iUwas

i wated for the Messial; 121 those seho emigrated 10 Anterics

begtin a new life (3) those who rebelied against the sysiem and
hecame Socialists or Compaunisis (1) 2nd those who embraced the

e of retumning 10 Zion

In Pelar, th bt dileren: because st peaple were

and conservative. They secepted Tl the way it was,
ad found it easier 1o

el

espiecially as they hadd 2 less restictive 1 a

malke o lving, andl voung people were sl folowing o1 their
ted there 1

prrents” fotstes. Therelore, e Ziorist movemen st

he lite 19205 and ety 1936, ince most youne people were
beginirg 1o eceive o secubir education and they womed

someting berter than st was vacable (o theu

Cetring buck o 10y own fauily, ;e parents fad no iatention

of leaving facdom, They were kev i cacry on Tieng the [ie they

Knew, wethout sy shocks or surprises, They ot married i 1918
durig e Al year of World War |
o't know much about freir wedding. We were never wld

fueh about it and | dont know why we never asked anv

questions. Naaurally, 2 o wesul, we all missed out on a lot of
information, Nt long aifer, on February 3. 1919 1 was som in the

howse wiere we lived. on the s floo: of Libeldes 7. This was
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her 1 gon ek 10 Faypt 1 hecame very busy immediately
ecnusse that wes e time e Biitih, under Field Marshl
Mostgomery. sted i prepie ek 07 e Gerns

Caire, with
o, s sk

s et them aut of El Alein, which was ot

et m)

Rl of g pt vecupicd. Abcut 1 week

0 g0t Gl on the way 10 he 1owa of Suez, where Uiere were
Harge army stores. ey had 1 et o e transperts of oo 1o

h Caise nearer 10 the Sont and we L 10 estinie how

any tra cars and fos many Lins we would sequie, Apparenly

the RO in G s not relishle enough 1 do L job, and they
santed e 10 ke Gull weport

1 had arcanged i

nsport fur uysell, L went carly in the morsing
e area called 4 0D (Rrissl Ordnance
Depon With the management ez, we went diough -he various

W ik enormous s

stores which contgined anms and ammuniion. Then we wers

tirough the matiresses, sheers and pillows. and then the cothing -

mesnisg uniforms, underaear, shoes, and socks
When sve entereed he clothing store ©was sunprised 16 5
working there, s that was the s fane [ had seen

discovered that they were Jewish girls and

s
s i uniform, |

ey spoke Hebrew, So1

decided] 1o spend  hit more e e As there were only sis sl

bt tore, e o spestk 1 cvers o o them and iscussed it
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s 00 the b of March Rachel had 1 o into the Bospital
A“ s an ok b 1 o v gl 1

Kichmond, where she was given room 18, w el we thought
was very Incky (notice thatthis is also Chapter 18). ler doctor was
D1 Lowenthel, whs had heen secommended 0 s by Sal, as he
fuad artendled ey when she and Shlamek b their fis: baby
Michnel, ahout six sonths before. Dr, Lowenihal was only
senera] pracritioner and not 1 gynaccologis, bu apparenrly this

was quite aceeptable in Austialia, Twaied (o stay back with Rachel

it in Australis this was nor accepred.

and wait untilshe gave bith,
The husband was seat home and was told t call and inguise how
things wcre going, but he was ot to disract anyane there with his

presence.

At about midnight | telephoned the hospital ard was told there

el 0 'l again i 4 couple of hors, | ried agein a2
wll e same. Bt when 1 called a0 5 . Twas old
Yo, your wife gave binth 10 a Jovely baby girl wad the are both
el 1y like, you can come i to see therna 7-00." S0 mael vt

i bur it

We fally became parents, evert thowgh i 100k s six years from
he day we were marmicd 10 have our it child,

Calling the hospital o the telephon was o ey mater. There
was 0 telephone yet in the building, so every e T went out o
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what hoys Anne

might become friendly with and whiat it could
hould ry to prevent her from pecing mised tp
with & son Jewish boy rather than being sorry laicr, Anoette was
very uhappy bt this decision, and Rache] said that magbe it
had been a mistaxe sending her to 1 sonfewish

lead 10, and we

hoo: and we

ime error wilh Melinda

should nat sepeat

S we: decid
coeducational school in Melboume callud Mount Scapus with an
excellent reputation, Melinda should aiend this fewish school,
witere she could start from Kindergarten

Althongh the school was 2 fair distance from Trighton, they
supplcad buscs 10 pick the students up from all weas. Because of

1 tat, seeing us

e was now a toprared Jewish

the travelling time. Melinda would Lave to leave Uic house hefare
m. and not renn unii] S0 p, but it was all worth while i it

would prevent future probles and upsetig situetions ke the

oné Annette found hersclf i
At this school, like the one 1 aended in Radom thiry
e tadents ook Hebrews for v

ours a week, and the

chikdien who finished school could <l understand and read
Hebrew. Some of them s
could also spe

o 100k it more seriously, like Melinds
the langusge, Mefinda was very happy at that
sehool, and we were sure that sie would not hive any problens,

But Rachel, who went 10 some parens-tcacher mectings, did ot
fie their atctude or the approacs of the headmasier. She
comparing Ueir anice 10 the uewnent she received at e
schools that Armetic and Stanles wierded, Whenever she visied
thair schools, she was wways spoken o in an extiemely courteous

aner
By now ciphteen yews had pussed since we Fad left fsrael,

Rachel and I thought that we should g buck for  visit for 4 few

the same time, have 2 foliday in Firope, We would
leav: the chikdren with Sumelc and s fanvly. where they would

Jat o, We stated 10 prepace for the tip, but ther suddenls
some wouble vecurred at the Factory with a knitting section that was
equipped with niew machinery that had just amved an | could not
et away hegause iU wonld ot be fair to my purtners, However
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00, Do B
o s St gt Boxsormig o children nd
wronchiidren. 1959

clair tn adéition, she hiad to accompany ker own cliklren when
Adan played the violin, Simon the clarinet, and ¥icha! the cello
And Welinda was busy studying at the Jorusolem Universiy for
e MA deggree in Social Work. Having o chikdren a1 home., she
could only o it parttime. <0 it ook fer more years than normally
As a matter of faut, she wrote her final exams tvo days helore she
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Featper and Samek an iy

sl the matzos were heing prepazed and buked and packed into
large baskers =0 that she would personally supersise the kst
ihogh e did ot call i etz sy, T suse Ut it was v
more kosher than shinica. 15 the evening, Mother raveled bck
e, wih someone helping her o cary the haskets. We o huct

o> by hundieds of e, as they were D1 muain pat of fhe dict for
Fol Hamoed becinse be A way, we also
fad lots of stz frice! witl cges like omektics, ©ll reemher
Uiose: g baskers of cggs snling i the Kitchen hefore
Pesach

Ve shap s had 16 be amranged lor Pessch, we lad 1o g0

s having ez i nos

cree
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sensible and paticat way so a5 ot 1o discovrage the child and

rerehy give him 4 reason to Cistance himsell Fom his parens.
1 their children, atiendin

il things s essental. und showing,

10 the pareis” rekionship wit wthe

e Kindnesses a7

courtes
it also ereates 2 foundarion for the chile’s behviour with otz

nor anly improves tir intage in the children's eyes but

while groving up
Avthe
spoil any el

ame time, 3 sl diseourtesy or s Litle unkindness will
ship for o very insigadficant and preventabile
reason. Andl here again, listening, 1 a child wiren he has @ probilen

al becase that

aany age s enue

elps 1o create @ mual

imerdependence herween children and parcnts. Bven i the
problems scem petry o nnimportant 10 the parens,  paying
aention 10 them will ensue thar the child will approach s
parents with the important problems when they arse.

Andt while the children ate growinig up, the parenis niust
them with a lot of patience, gentle guidance,  con
encauragement, and a nutual feclimg that the Faily s 2 wnt
shoule he maintained with il espect frem borh sices. At fe same
e, though, children should never e giver, everything, even if

the parents can affard it, hecause that will spoil theis atinice
woward Gle. 1wl 07 e of the goal o acdueve
indpendence s i will ceprve them of iy scase of prde i theis
v aceomplishments

Lam prou to say that our childsen always srved 1 be i
indeperdent s possible. During her school hulidags Anete ook

an secrerarial jobs Far doctors at public haspitals 1o ear meney for

hersel whilk she was stll ar scliool,
Authe age of ffieen Stanley came to work in ous Gactory curing

i sctool holidags, doin any s of basie jobs, However, b cid
o ke working there because e fel that the workers around i
sfonship with him secause ey

did nor establish a non
eardt that he was the bosss son, and Uhis upset hin, At the same

e though the managers were vy buopy with Bim | remenr
how the warchon

manager came 1 see e and lold me o
sanley had drwn for lum o mone e

cient. lawout of the
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with 4 compleze hoyeott of Jews The Prime Minisicr, who was
aainst that party. made a very sing speech condemaing them
anl telling shem not o use iy violence: however, he finshed off
bis spech with the st

e, “Butil you want to boyeot: the Jews

vou can go ahesd and do it This made i legal to block the
hat moming, |
< was finished and thatall of us we m

catrance of Jewish shops, Looking at the situario
was sure that v busi

15 well pacl up and leave right then and there for Palestine
The funy thicg was that our Polish clieats were so devoted 10 us

that when the fant entr
o, they stuck in thraugh the back door 5o they coukl
buy from us. After 1 few days of standing in font of our shop, the

¢ was Blocked by the antizewish
demonstra

demonstrators got tired aad gave up. 1 never happencd again. |
thisk it was only because G

any started a propaganda campain
against Vol

i, asking thent 1o retur half their lind 10 Gerany
ning
September 1. 1939, fgaiting the second world war, So that siuation

and the em sl war, which evermually broke out on

made i unfashionable 10 support German anti-Setic polcies. and

ot bit of a break,
ther anti-Semitic incident occurred about & month aiier e
arcived. 1 was o

Sarurciay aficrnoon. There was o foothall masch

in town between 4 local Chrisian cam

4 Maceabi team — |
Aot remenmber From wheze. Maceabi wan, which sturted a ior fhat

was trnsforred froms the football stadium 1o he ity park and ciry

streets, and any Jew caught i the apen air was beaten up by

drusken Poles. Nornilly we would go for 4 walk and somerines
o0t the purk on 4 Sat
and sone of o tamily was cuside, which was very lucky. L iook &
few

iy fiernoon, butwe were aleady home,

For this event to settle down and lor i t0 get back 10

sormal. But there s o douht that this son of sidon. o: addion

ened our resalve that
we mnst e Polind, as we lud no fure there.

o the regular Jewish Polisk problean, streny

But how weze we

o achivve aur goal i 1 had just come
back from Palestine wd sas 7 sitiation shee Tould not hink
of any future these, at least for o
foing o ga back thewe? Wee Tiud long, discussians abaur it sl

sell, aned when wd how was |

pyn
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il Zeyles and Haeia, |1l Melbouene azéwent back o
Terusalem, L also sold Zelek my share of all the other properties
hat were ot supenmaers 2nd were porinclided in the deal, 33 1
wed 1o Luid
sy fach dheze and eontiaue bis svolvement in seal esate, be
i ot tind s over any share of these propertics,

all my assets in Ausirlia Since Zrylek intendedt

When 1 aived 0 ferustem feom this tip. | was in time 1o
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left on the ey for her 1o sew, sie aulomaticaly
aried working much
stion was that there should always be o

loxved dowr,
but when the next full iolley arsived, she
i
teolleys belind he so she would feel thar she sill had an enormens

ex again. Her sug

amoust 1o do, and that way, she would sew much faster all the

time. This sounded very Sensible e, | never would have

hought of i myself. and the gir that said 10 e never would have

d anything, 70 the forekady or the Hoor manager. To prove the

peist, when we did arsange 1o keep ©
gl all time

We had a faily large libour twrover
canrinuonss chnge of workes, [t was not because ou g
their johs and found anodher one somewe
conditions and beter pay. bul it was due w0 1 naion
Whess we stared the factory
A
Ty So e st hing the new female imigrasts ¢id was o find 1
ob. But then slowly, afier a vear ar twvo, the huss
our working, gis tricd 10 establish themselves in an independent

o Al tralleys hehind each:

e sewing production increased ernomiously

which naeant thet we had &
s left
else with betier

ality factor.

Imost all our workers were

alians.

at e, the lacgest wave of immigration to Austealia was from

nds of parents of

business, sl stor
their wiv
chikdrcn and other family probiems, and they had to leave thei fob
After that, a wave of Greek inevigrants acived and very quickly the
ity of our girls 0l deparments were Greek, with few
Nalinrs eermaining. The lalians that did stay wi us were nuen &

milk bass, o5 garage and car repuir shops. So

or daughters had o help them or take care of the

higher positions such as 1op mechanics, foor managers, and
supervisors,

I asother o years this starced 1o change again. As the Greel:
nd ot

lusbands stared opening fruis sl vegeable shops
sl bsinesses and e women had to foin them or tice care of
the honse, o1 Greek gl v

inmmigrans rom Yugoslav
ry we were peady fully autamated. it vwas not
o the new workers therr fob. And in the

ece heing slowly replaced by the new

This was & contnuons prblenn for us,
bt sceing as in hos

very diffiull w tes

brief mising section, we had simplificd and sewi automated the

sewingg jobs, <0 it ws shways easy to replace e stalf
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enommous numbers of thew did rot even have cough money
by ket to rvel anyshere a all, But these were many who
conld have gotten out b Kept putting it off fust like our Family ic
except than Tand Mashe
broke out, Bt this is humsn nature, and it docs not change wit

ot ot in time, six months before the War

perience. Even today we know of Jews in Souh Afica ar Russia

who can leave becase they have the funds and there arc open
i
not Teavee beeause they are seuled and make 2 living and are afaid

doors for them, 1 srac iy other countrics, but they will

of a change that might create inconveniences ard problems for

then,

Well. our matier acqured the tase for travellng end for viiting
el aind she did it onee 1 year cvery year since e st ip in
1933, 1 shink that ste was the o
Something, . and perbeps even in all of Polisd, 1n
those geazs, 1o one wokd even thirk about tking un ausl rip
ship, although some people right have this experience ozce

citing like

and et it he enough for a lferime.

But Mother loved tavelling so much it when she Tad a

problem with the bones i Ler big toes anl bl 10 wndergn surgery
she did o
specialist )
operation. This of course was situply usheard of in our fonn, e

0 0 Wansiw 10 have it done by 2 reconmended top

re. it she decided 10 g0 10 Viena o bave b

everzone commented on it and how rich we must he 1o e sble to
alfordd somethizyg like that. OF enurse we were nat rich an all, b

aur mother iked 1o

oy herself and spend s much as pssible on

erself and

oy, and it 5 eally impossible o believe that her

plder sister Tobale was sucls « miser. 1ow can two sisters kave

suclt opposite cheracteristis? After Mother had the opestion in

Vienna, she derided Uit she would tike @ rest lor a couple of

weeks 1o recover fom i and g 1o 1 hoidy resort. S when she

complered er shopping i Vierna, she went 1o Czechosiovakis

ind had 3 rest in a well kn

@ apa called Trendianshie Teplice.

i up i the oz

fronm there with heautiful scenery i

She sent us posican
when she v home, she brouwshit us ail some kvely clothes and
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. And we had shsolutely o problems with

the new owners
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e felt snore comforuble wits bier and spoke 1o her
sull, she found out @ Lot about all the

working
more epesly. As @

manufacturing problems

With Judy «
since wnafficially she did e particular job. As she did not care
about tles, she was never appoinied as sich, even foogh

ound, we did not need

mone.

everybody in the office, sight through all she deparmnents, huw
that she was managing the faciory fo: s Everybudy noc only
respected her, bt they liked her as well
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Family group sbot. (Baci Left 10 right )
Stumet. Drora, e, Nana Sara, Fatier
CHurefront Left 10 rght) Howab, Stanvev. Rachel, Annetie,, 1956

Our warehouse was gettng small again, and i we wanied 10
contisiae 1 expand, we would ave to get something higger 10
accommodate ll the stock we carred. the samale roonss, and all
e offices. And natugally it stll sad'to be in Flinders Lane. We were
Jucky s found « much Targer oor in 2 more medorn building ot
317 Flinders Lae. 1 was sl very centrally loctied. Fad 2 mich
better clevator, and it had more than wice the oor spuce of our
previous premises. Once again when we moved in, the space
Tooked half empry but [ knew that it would il up soon. Ancl 50 ic
did

By now, Komex was the ligest clothing manufacuwrer i
Australia, We madle thousands of dresses and skifis and shicks, and
similarquantities of undervea: and kniowear per week. As |

sncaiored before, we did not awn 2 single sewing machine.
Bveryihing was ninaing very smoothly, as we were very choosy
ot wio o cusiomers were going o be, anct we made sure that
they would pay for the goods they received

My only problem was the sauple making, This was quite @

N
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these problens cither bca
Huropean wars, they alsa had their own, such us the war with the
Mesic
only place 1 could think of going to i the Satés, and the summcrs
there, from what I hud heard, were even more hunid than in
el-Aviv. Souh America fad even more problems, both internal

s i addition 1o taking part in the

ns and o knows what else. Anyway, New York was the

and iaermational, And South Afiica bud racial problems So Usat e

only Australia and New Zeland to tink abor
away and 50 solased from the rest of the world that i
robably be very peaceful internally andt imernationally. 1 ke
tha

soldiers who v

“They were so far
e old

they had also tiken pan (0 the war in Burope, but all the
10 fight there were volunteers laoking for some
excitement. And the war with Japan v

only a "oncer,” and I was

sure it would never luppen aggain

Well. now, how was 1 w0 begin making anangemerts fo
emigrating (© Ausizalia? The casiest way of eousse was o ask my
faier’s cousing who lived there 10 send me 3 penit as 4 relarive, |
Wit sure it could he obtained easily, but T lid nor want . as |
i Favouss from anybody. Morcover, T didnt want 1o
ons for deciding 16 leave Palestine

didn’t wan

expiain iy res

I Esaicd it was because T could non stand the climate, they would
d ot sound convincing enough. B
Iy could not cite any oher reason. I 1 actually gave them thar

ot believe e because i+

reason, 1 am sure they would think that theyd ber

because 1mighe become  hurden on them, Izhak Korman had
come back to Tel-Aviv afier the war, Bven though bis children and
grandehildren and all his brothers and sisters were living in
Australia, e was @ real Zionist and could not live anywhere else
but Palesting. So if the dimate did nor hother him, my relaives
would wonder why it o

ouicl be such 2 probiem for .
S0 1 had 0 fnvestigite what other ways there wer 1 emigrate o
Australi or New Zealand without the felp of rfatves. | looked
o it umediately hecause | wanted 1 leave as soor a5 possiblc
Kachel, who had ageed o this plan before we even pot niaricd,

id not change her mind, and she lef £ t0 e 1 neke all the

amngements
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story again andl she said that she would get & peranit lor Sumnek 1o

enner Palestine uad be released fom Al She said she knew the

right people and in this case they would not refuse her, and she
would make sure that it wauld ot ke more than 4 day or e

1 stayed oxernight in Jezusalem and the ext
sec e, she fold me that everything was ananged and that the

vowhien Twent 1o

tessige hadl gone out 0 At for Sumek t be released and hat
shiould g0 1o ALt the nest moming and pick hint up.

And that is how it happened. When [atrved in AT, 1 was let in
and Sumek and ©conld embrace each arher and walk out logether
, where Moshe was waiting,
jgether the three of us, We had long

‘e wenl fo Tel-aviv, t0 Nachmani &

and where we could now b
talks dy
sation: i Poland was. We heard that of the whole

and aight sa that we could find out from Sumck wiiat the

iy, only

Father and Shiamek Salzbers could be called survivors hecause
wveryone clse. our grandmother, all our

sent to Trebliaka in August an
it they would ever get out, Shiamek, who had lost his wife and
child, s very Eelpiul o Father, who probably would aot be able
0 manage withont him. Botltof therr: were employed a the arms
tory sothey wee daing an essential job and therefore they were
site sae. Luckly Shlcnek was a persor who could find a way out

rcles and aunts and

d there weas o hope

ol any siation anel goLon well with the German supervisors, as he
£ the o

Kaew how to bl

il w1 b selpful 1 tier, At the

same fime. Pather sas aready 16 years ol felf min cown and tred,

and wold ot b able o continue if not for the suppor e gt
from Shlazuck.
The time wes approachivg when T i 1o get back to Egypt

cause the few days Le:

we were exgi

ing and | was bapy
s 10 the amy

uy elated.
om the Nazis

had achieved something, probably in par |

cand arny wniform and more th

»happy. |
that this unique evenr of our hrorher heing, saved
happened 1 us, We were sa Tucky 1o be taking part in such a
historical event that touchied our privatc lives,

Sumek decided thas he would follow Moshe and take up bis

trade of becoming & mechanc 5o that he would live together

itk
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thousand or more solders had 1 sleep avemight an the raibvay
platforms waiting for 4 train 0 artve: the next morning

You can invage how proud I el that 1. a simple sergeant, was
giving orders and instructions (© high-ranking army commander
ke colonels and. brigadices who were in chacge of the ravelling

divisions. But ar the same time. you can ingine how bad 1 fel
when the officers and their men had 10 slecp outdoors ovcrmight,
aen i windy and iy winter weather, and | would sy
soodaight 1o them and go into my cosy bedroom, which was
abvays heated and kept nice and clean by the station master

family

A3 there was a varicty of Allied troops being seat from Norts
Alfica 10 Haly. and because of the shortage of
cass, our orders from headquarters were that Betish, American
Australian, and South African divisions were to travel by passenger
tain, while Polish, Czech, and Free French tieops were to be sent
off in freight cazs, (o ease the pressure. Somehow there was no
shortage of reight cars, which we sed mainly for tcnsporting all
kinds of cquipment and ammunition, so the Poles never hiad 0 wait
lang for a

This anangement was teuly unfaie, but it did not bother e

rain to leave

fat
much because I hated the Poles anyway. | never disclosed that |
ers Bad w0 speak ©

cauld speak Polish. 5o their comrunding ot

e in English. Very ofien when Polish soldiers were being Joaded
ot freight car at the same tie a5 2 1o0p of Btish soklices were
boarding a comfortable passenger train on another rack, it
annoged the Poles 50 much that they woukd curse in Polish and
express their anger by shouting londly. This made me quite happy,

and Falseays enjoyed myself when i occured
e four months that 1 spent n Nassi were the most imeresting
Of iy whole amy service period. T becamne very friendly with the
ion sall. Being southen Llians, they were very outgoing
ot

enice
and extremely helpful in all respects. Even after 1 lefi they &

comesponding with me, and for years they continued lo send e
Chiistnas casds. | also Ioved the countryside sumounding the
station and -he ncarby town of Taranio, where | used 1o spend my
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was really just a Tk chapel with a very sosll steenle ower, We

e ahout it size, comared o what we

were both so disag

hought we remembered.
only did we have an open view from
cresing
¢ occurred ucross the road. Quite offen, for instance,

Bt be that s it ey

the window of our fla, bt we also witsessedl some i

events

Uiere were important criminal and other well publicized cases

the Districr Gourt, and huge crowds would stand osside awaiting

the aceused and the resuls of the case. There wore 5o claboruie

essions an Christian holidays or Fucharist

religious pro
Congresses, which would alwags stop near . Bemans Church,
sl we would desive great enjoytsent from wateling those colorful
ceremonial pasades, Bt © hiave 1 explain hat when the religious
pasades passe looked out through an open window
il we always stood sell back fom the ledge. The

s is it

ore, a Jewisth family had Jeaned out 100 far from thei
window while warehing 4 refigious darade and inadlvertently
knocked aver a potted plant, which fell t the ground and hit
one i the crowe. OF course 1 rallying ery mmediately

erupted that the “dirty Jews” had wied w kill a Chsstian, The Jewish

st andt i weas like 1 snuall pogeom. In the openy
. Jews had 1 be very cavefial nor

family was 4

anti-Semitic atmosphcre of Fola
10 attzact any atention and stay as far in e background as
possible
Geting bick
the facilties were quite primitive and old fashiored. we enjoyed

our summes vacation, | remerber that altaaugh

ousselies immensely hecause cverything was 50 diffezera o the
ity Bl thet we were <o accus.omed o 1en months of the year. s
he kids, would

 arived at the summer o

e forest with the cons 1o gather coms 1o st e Bre for

cooking, The oven was 1 coal and woadbuing ovn, which
wilh and avoms were the hest

neededd something o st the L

thing for & There was co gas or clectricity, 5o for light at night we

used candles and Kerasene Lanps. To s, this was very romantic
s very interestings that on the first day. a5 soon as we arived

e taok ol ner shoes and s

el s walk barefoon, 1t was really






index-126_1.jpg
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worry and wonder if we might be consiructing ous buiiding on «
contain hat he had

similar cave as well. But our buider was gui
rorugh check-up under the foundation. it we
contizued 10 build according o schudle

When
went o ot higher Hoors, the bricks siared 1 armive 0 maxe up
e for the does and windows

shell of the lower floors was ready asd the concrerng

the walls, with 2 provision of
Thisking back, © find it very steange that instead of usin

bring e bricks up 16 the right spo. workers carrce trem an theic

1 hoist 10

backs on 4 fitle weeden frame secured by swo shoukder siraps
There were cighieen bricks in ench Joad thar was carsied 1 the
ground floar, fifteen For the et foor, and rvelve for the second
e Tabourers who caricd them were all new immigras. nly
fiom Slovakia because they were considered 10 he the kst
mong
themselves 1 see wha could camry the most bricks, beyond the
aurmber they were suppased o1 cannet imagine that this canying
system was cheaper than siog @ hoist, but petaps the reason for
doing it was 1o provide: employment far peaple whe were ot
cquippee ta do anything else.

irelligent | remerber how hey ustd o compote

Hrick carviers at work

“rine
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emigrating 1o Australia, 10 Melourne i bt where an uncle of his

who lived there had mit. He lud o wlatives i

Palestine, was single. and was about my age

facl that for the next three months both abos

@ the ship
and pesting off a various ports [would have sormeone with me i

T could communicate with. | was sure that he had similar f
and sinslar ideas about things, ctherwise we would not o
Going e sune
3 gt my stip ticken from, | 1old K the o

ing,at the sune tiane. When he asked me where |

the tavel

agent on Allenby Sieer, “How strange s wined oul,” he

commented. There were only 1w tickess availible, and he got his
fram a Kormaz at the Orient Trave! Agency. And I, with the e
Korman, ge
ke, especially since the Komsar of e vl ageney was my

mine from a differcat agent. Why was that so. e
relative as 1 had told in,

1 had 1o explain 1o him that | could not discuss my iip wilk
fizhak Korman because [ kacw 1hat he wonld be against it He did
ot mind serdling

othes Jews out of Palestine but e would not do it
for me, s T hed 1o spproach a different travel agent, atherwise |
would 5ot have been on this ship.

Our
aficers” deck 5o 1

i was quite aice and zot oo small, We were on the
. We had oor weals in e
a5 very nice 100 because all
together we were only about cight, We all becae quite Fiendly

it was quite: L

afficers” dining room and tha

and we spent ime with every one of the officers during work, For

example. we would watch the officer while he was navigating and
directing the ship, or we'd go to the radio room while: the officer
was sending and weceiving messages. In retuen, the officers iked to

ompany us when we got off in various ports and went

sight-seeing, S0 | must say that curing this long rip we never really
ot bored. The ship also had 2 lazge Ebrery ahoard and T could
abways find some good books ro read, so [ kepr quite husy

My o
harder

pussenger did ot speak English very well so it was « ot

i, L must metior: atthis point it o sateer how hard

Ty, Tsineply cansot remesnber his ricne - not bis £73t nanie or his

awily name. We became quite friendly, and afier we bl seated i

.
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the other disection. This was wost nnusual becasse husband and
swife anel clildsen aways st 1o the s siaide. but Vother was

sl person ad she T Ter sons for doing what she

Uought was night
e only sime we used 10 o with Viether © her teit Hamidras:

o iy was for widniaht Sichiot befre Rosh Hastian. All
would g0 fopether w enfoy the stehot presented by the chazas

We heard 2 ot of sew funes and melodics, aud the chazar 3

hadt < cheir 10

company him, which was quite 3 sovehy for s,
W also iked that walk 1o sbisde andd the retumn home because we
el our suother with s, We went cvery ye

Once, when | was about twelve vears old.  surprising thio

aecured in shute When the chazan came 1o the pan of singing

Kaddish. he suddeny b

qan 1o sing 4 benriful new melody,

alian tarantella which 1 ha seard only hiee das before ot the

novies. where | s new Bl with the fenor Joseph Sek
who was very popular it that e | coud no helieve that 1 would

hear this e again, sung with Kaddish st the Bet Hanidiash in

ackom. But apparently swhat had haspened was that the chazan
B wanted 1o hear Joseph Sehiznidt, <o he snuck iato the movie
thetre swhen nobody was looking, Tle enjayed this el

much that he learned it by heart and wanted to show off 1o the

cangregation what a lovely new tne Ll ereared, being certain

Ut no merer of is conreation would g 1o o fo see a fim
it the cinciey

and e was quite tight -~ eversone in the Beit Huidrash enjoyed
it enormousty and only Moshe and Thaes where e got it from. Fut
we did nottell anyenc:
Lt |
s Tsaid. T clon' rerrember i we went 1o shae on Friday night,

s we hogght that he was very brave 1o do,

o want o spoil it or him

st e always ol o special Friday night me

togetlier and sing,

wired and seid Birkat Hamazon. Ther we would either go 1 visi

e bubiny — Father's mother - w7ich was about & tenty-iniie

stk 10 cliferent area of town pus: e ciy garden. ar some
relatives would come o our plice and hieve s cup of . Fher and

Mether ol g 10 hed st abous 1030 beeasse they were tired
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Poland urder the Nazs. We appreciaied cvery day how hicky we
clom at the right ime and 0 hove goten v ay

fron: Euror
e backs to Tel-dwiv and moved back into
hem much
also made us feel more

When the Feldsein

irs. which g

Ui . we dlecidee 1o stay on dowa

more fieedon i the house and
dentand out of el way <0 s 707 6 disurd then ol the
walk ¢ gt o 0 the movies and
come hack ny time withont waking them up. Aad |l probier
thet was salved by seaying in
hael teken on @ night s job, | would come back from work in
e moming and 1 had 10 sleep 4 fe hours during the ok

ndepy

e, Now we could go out for

swnstacs [, Some e before,

Iihough |

s caught 2 bt of seep: duwing the gt at work. by
fob was managing o privae hotel on Gealah Strect. 1t belonged o
fwo panness wha worked there during the day
someone 1o replace them fom 7 21 night 160 i the momning, They

€ needed

wanted someane who nglish because most of the visiiors

soldiers on a few days leave The job

were Brish or Austral

suited me ver

well because | could practice my English, and [ was

ple who did the cleaning s prep:

in cliasge of  few

breaktast, shich was inchuced in the sate. &5 it was 2 sl plice
e, Thad

that sceommadted about fory pe rsonal contact witl

1t st Being a e of war and these people coming for
g sories.
1 the Kommuan rektives except Lzl had lef

test, they conle tell me lots of inter

In the meantinn

Palestine and went off 1 Melbourre & Ausirlia. Stanley Koan
come 10 Australia, where everything
would he casicr azd safer, 5 the Germans had invaded Nonh

insisted hat ey shon

Al an that time, he wanted s Father end breshiers (o come over

0 Melboume immedie

iy, They all ageeed. excepl lizhak, who

wonld ot eave the conntry. Bt his two children - Fis dughier
andl his son - went, and so did Tl Korman with lis daughter

fer — Fetier Avsalars and his wite. o Tizul was

the baly one leflout of the whele faumily, b Fe was 4 e
Zionist

Stanley Kormean alo arasged for his s sisiers, Te

inn Orach

s
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ince we moved inio dhe Scanhil huilding in Melloume 1o ron
he aduunistration of our real estare purfolio, we Lud 4 very
pleasant and relased sime for the few hours that we spent

there every day. We were ahways busy b we had no mjor
aroblems. We were canstantly interviewing

-l estate agents who

cameta see us with olfers for us to buy sl shopping cenures snd.

free-standing supermackers in el areas, And all the while we

g our holdings i ths ficld

W conzolled all the records i did the e sill

had « lot of time 10 spare because of the great help we Jad from
Colin Lilley and his sialf, who worked with us. And fhere wa
always something going on that we could weich through e

windows ar fon the baleoay, such a5 erickel games, teunis
swaichen, i many other rypes of sports that were being played on
the groninds

Wee had been plaming this changeaver from menufaciuring 1o
real esate for a while, hut we were extremefy Lacky to have Lef: the

Gioidher,

s ahead of time, Abie was continuously

sroup e ye

inercasing his holding, by buging out nol o

textile groups bt

various nilier unde brick actorics, in which he had

ins suc
o experience, and expanding to the United Statcs by buyizi o
ail scarcting and producing groups. As his ariginal purehase of

s
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il dic we know that this seemin

Iy innecent event would b
waning, point i our lves and that & would evenually aflect he
futre of our entire famiy. | will not say angthing sore ahout it
ot by isell s [ contiswe wih my life

fiow, but it will 2l come

story
Wearranged for bt the tickets and hes itinerary. The girs would
o From Ausiralia to Hong Kong and Soutieast Asia, ten thiough
India to Persia (now called Tran) and from shere 1o lsracl and
Europe, and then continve over the Atlantic to the United Staics
and back thiough the Pacifc 1o Welbourne. 1l sounded very
s,
Annetie went off with the two gir's, They hal a very inieresting

stopped, s she kept iz touels wil
e, Tl wits were especlly lappy when they gor o e

ws el the
1 As
 all b refatives there, it was 4 break from te long tip, and
they felt as i they were home again. They plansed to
et most of he:

the three weeks b

time 10 cantinue the iy,
At el her o firends that she was sorry o disaproirt ther
butthey would have 70 5o on without ber because she had decided
o stay. She liked it so much in Jerusalem that she was not
interested in goi

anywhere cls

Annete called and told us about her decision and asked us to
cancel the belunee of bier plane ticket, We were very disappoinicd
bt we were rat distressed. I she had decided to stay in Bombay o
Teheran, we would have been teally eoncerncd, bt for her 1o 5
onin any personal danger. and i
aflera while she continued o like staying there, it would not be so
terrible, On the the ather hand, she might bocore diser
with the cauntry after a while and decide to retum home,

In the meantie. Annctte had (o atiend ulpen to kam some
Febrew becanse the few 1ebren words she knew were from the
Brighton Syncgoue Sunday school and that was nol very mach, S0

alen did not seem w po

haned

if she wanted 10 stay on 0 lve in Jerusalem, she had o leam the
Language. She took on  jobs at the Jerusilenn Post newspapr so

e
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les: twiee @ month. a selling prices helow the

applicable to the iporicd goocds. This would give the retailer

cunce o contin prices hefon those that he

sl offer specals

woukd have gotten i he tied himself up with the problems attached
o imports. This way. the setalers would have guarnteed quali

e deivery dutes, and u seliable supplics whon they knew

dtrsted. As for us, we wokd be selling 102 of our goods at

el cost, bt we would sill be selling 9076 of our pros
ful price.
Exergbody liked the sugg

etion 4t

ort They seid that e would preses
70 our clients and see how it fred Well it not only worked well
cause of this systeun ol oue

11d Gur sales were maivained. but

retailers increased thels swes enorr nly our

sales went up about 20%, So it agaia reduced our production costs

annd we e out of it even betier than hefore. At the same time. we.

el the thre

of Sotheast Asia brief sports. which a0 one
teeded or wanied anyiore

T proved  everyor

it you should never give up the fight

and surrender, even when Things look hopeless, but vou should

hink af diferest wags it it s possble o win, and choose the best

way and leep on fighting unct o achieve yous aim. In the case
the have justcited, by redueing the price 30% —which was L0% of
e profitand 20% below cost - 1 was prepared i lose 2 i bir of
weekdy, but 1o Teep on producing and caniy
90% of our production, hoping that magbe one day things would
change and we would get back to full arofiialylity. But never did |
1 s arrangement wou'd be so successiul and that our

exprt 1

sales wonld skyr
much higher than we had ever had in that section.

ket 1o sueh 1 deggree that we would seach profis
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1919 — 1936
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s @ Resuassians ot e ok o Palestine

e she wis so
excited and hiad so mueh o tell us Uit we spect days and mights
talking about &, cutvely ol fer
stories, OF course, her entiusiasm dic no influence us o chay

When Mother retumed from her firs i 16 Palis

ind the shole Fanrly listened an

aur pian of eventaly setlivg in Palessine scep by sien and seid s
ing 10 pack up and ‘eave immed
seopurdizing our way of ife and stating from serich 19 4 new
hace. and 1 we Gl o

i el That would e ezt

ood lving e, we pght bave

0 come back 10 Poland st like the Kaners il done only & few

vears before. This waitntil the fime-iscight way of finking,
shich applicd 16 most of the Jewsh peonle in all caunies
ultitstely continuted o the extermination of fews in Germany
Polizd, and many orher conntries. Hut i theory it is < sensible it
ot practical anituce 1o i and the future, altough it disrezads

the way tinne ies by and the et e Srings happen mech fs
than one expects.
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six months okl She was gering prertier and lovelier al the tinie. |
a

s ased Rachel 200 10 put her 10 hed before 1 came hore in
e exening so 1 could bave the pleasure of sceing my lule gir
ted 10 hiear
Kol Nidre, but frere was no synagogue where we lived, However.

shen [walked in the door, For You Kippor Rachel w

e found aut that 2 few Jewish Tailice had gorten together ard
ented & soall hall at the Moorabbin Town Hall, which was abaut
fitcen-nrinute walk from us. S0 on erer Yon: Kippur we took
Annette i the pram and we walked up there fo istea 0 Kol Nidre.
But e b to stand owtside under the windonw because there was

e tou inside

On the way hack, Rachel showed me that there was a lasge hole
in Anrette’s woolen sweater. She said tat we should buy 2 new
one, but 1o her that at the monent with oy drawing of rveny

%
Y
Futber aid Annete (10 vionths okd) bavieg @ folly time. 1950

pond 1 week, we really could not afford it and e should ry to

s s one. Bt |

asredt her that very soon T would douh
weekly drawing and then we woukd buy the haby a nicc new
cardigan,

Abouttwo yeas later, the growizg Jewish communtty in she East

“aze
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have matzohs during the wevk nd u place for her at a Seder

o far this was very good, but  elt that there was no funure for s
5 her staying s Cuechoslovalia, e only way she could sperd &
fiewe months in Frirope waiting for me o gt her 10 Australia would
e by foining my Father in bunich sa
she would not be so loncly and & X
el together o Ausiralia. But being in a foreign couniry it would

at while she stayed with him

iaybe they wor 0 e bl o

e nealy impossible for her to crganize anything, cspeialy sizce
she had a Polish pas
Us-accupied 7one: in Germany. So | supgested that s o 10 the
Jewish Organization and inquise w
across 1o N

Andthat worked. S Found ot that ance every two woeks Uey
niingg 2 group of refugees from easten countics who

part and would not be

imitied 0 the

they could do for her o get
mich,

gor through 1o Crechosiovakia and were smuggling them through
The border mountains irto Germany. ‘This worked perfectly
because the groups were being led by 2 local guide who knew the

1, anelthe boreer guarcls were being permancrrly paid off,
sothey never had any problems. She was acvised 1o join @ group
that was being smuggled a weck afier Pesaclr, s all of this might
change soon becanse of the Communists tking over the
government in Cechosiovakia. There svas

sreat possibiliy of t
happening soon, and then the border would he gy sealed. She
also had <o hide her passpart and pretend to be « refugee from

Poland because his whole: action was heing organized by the
Zionist Or

Europe 10 be tmnsferred © Ge

ization who were collecting refugees from all over

many and from there they were
being sent 0n alya 1o Palestine

Having advised Rachel  go ahiead with e scheme, | wrote 1o
Father and toldl him 10 expect her wihin two weeks. It al worked
plan. Abavt 10 weeks hucr | received a telegram
fiom Munich acvising me of R

our according

hels safe anival il telling me
o Pappy they al were to have ber there, Rachel also wrone and
described the whale acventurons tip. She s it was 5ot so bad.
Deing lae spring, the weather was clear with no storms, as the

uide tol them that in winter the mountains were ful of snow and

B
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He wasa very aee Jewish auy who travelled around all the stations

tlong the Canal with messages and documents. so he gladly wok
e letter from v for personal delivery

A couple 0f weeks went by and 1 did nor get any

ly a all

although 1 knes e letter e definiely heen delivered o the

it for Miss Zehuzan, About a week later | received a fetrer from
Racliel with an apology. saying that her name was Lehman. nor
Zehman, The letter had heen stuck on their etrer bourd for & ong
time and gohody climed it unil 4 gid that saw i there said 10
Ricliel that it must e for her, and it st cerainly be from thet
seant who had picked her ant of all
Bt who must v gotien ber
organized 3 meeting at her canip and we spent e clay there logether

The Jewish ATS 1Ay Teriorial Services) unit was nol very
Harge. ‘There were about iwenty gils there, and they were quite
lonely being so far o, There were o Jewish boys therc, only

15 on bis vist

“ingy” se

ventually we

Bitish soldiers, some Talian prisoners to help out in the various
johs in the stores, and some Egyptians to keep the place clean and
0 do the cooking. Rechel showedne around. We had lunc
togerhier, and | must say that the girls were treated very nicely by
e army. Thei lvivg conditions wea:

uch better than the e

Rached Gotion iehi) it b it ud some pile vesiors

B
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othenvise she would not have been allowed o five in Poland, so
she had o ke her ansual uip. This ime she was accompanied by
hushand, Shlamek Zaleber
ady macried fora few yes

Father's sister Haale and |

s o well remenber. they were
andmothers shop with Fetter Haimel
0 they decided t migrte to Palestiae

and were botl working in G

This was not very excifin

andl try thee Tuck there. S0 at least Mother did not e to tave

one. Ever: though she always made friends on her trips and she

never | ant 1o travel with some

ely, it was sl more ple:

then came back

relatives. So Blother west off on her tep an
Pesach came, and then summer holidays spproached. We went 10
the courtry like we ahways did, and during that time 1
contesponded wik universites in ngland.

“This was @ very skow process and 1 had 10 write back and fort
it somerimes took manihs (0 get an ansever. Also, every tme |

hiad 16 send a letier or translate a Polish document into Fnglish, |

hacl 1o travel

Warsiw 10 the Briish cnihssy because in Fadom
o ane avatlabie who knew any Englisn. This was also
the reason [ cortd nor szt learm any English a 4l

there

et anssvers from the universitics. The first

Evenually | began o &

ane made me cher unlia

py. The frst one 1had applied 1o

was

London University hecause [ thought thit the nicest place and the
most important one i Eagland would be London, But ti
respanse was th

i hefore they could confirm adumitance, | bl 10
come 1o London and fake a few exams. This of conrse was

impossiale for me hecause drstly T could a0 travel o London fust 1o

ke some exicns and secondly, 1 would have Giled anyway

other replies staned

ecuse 1 id not know any Cuglish! And dhy
scancies for mediine Cor the
Iy in 2
s that was my o'y plas o my funre and

o artive, saying taey had no more

coming year and some other similar refusals [ was

liopeless situation
i T didnt s
anyway [ hiad already missed out on 4

And then

Universizy of Edinbusgh with a full accentan

icceed, 1 really would not know what 1o do. And

otier year

e the good news 1 recesved a reply from the
e Tat made me very

Happy bieause i | conld ot go 10 Enghind. my nust bt choice





index-102_1.jpg
Les RoRuax

e il and puss it on o he edge of he
the top of the apple sick the ¢
" 0 Bold and never fall off All e Kids would stand o
chairs or benches and wanch the Hakatar unil e in the evening.

Kl e g and on
dle i the same hos it was

The et moring was e s sory, bt we o s even mor

exciting jobs during the reacing of the Torsh. The hule lacs used to

veen the theee peonle stnding, near the Sefer Tarah
and while the men were busy reading. the hids vsed 1o tie up th
tzitzis from the men's tafits one 10 another, s well a5 the shockices
rom the left sho
nest o him. Aleer they frished re.

e st o the right shoe of the nan snding

i wased o ove vy
they fond that they were cd o cach other and could zot walk
A even when they unied their laces and staried 10 walk 1
[

i€ would fall o

heir shonliiers becaise ey were
wlking in cifferen: dicections. This happened a few times during
that hous and appareny. beirg Sinichat Toral, sou were allowed
10 have fun, s none of the kids were ever told ot

el 50 the years were going by, and 1924 and
oy

yeuss, excent that 1 sad 10 work much hardler getting ready for

135 were my lust

st sehool, They were jus about the sae o the previous

namcubation and in those T o years the boys had 1o do asmy
cadet s

vice, Tis meant that on Fridays we got dressed up in a
specil anmy uniform and were picked up fom school by s sy

et who wis aur instruetor anét were taken o the army camp in
o il
ing. i which | was very good. and rifle cleaning, and

There we Tad all kinds of training We learme

sho

whenever there was some spare fime, we were told all kinds of
dirty jokes by du ammy insiniciors, which was also quite new for

The fest ten fiom the e csses were ehosen o take pa i

lficial paracees on mtioral Eolidays. an §was always these. s

quite proud 16 he marching with the selectesl bogs from all the

schools and various selected army groups. OF course we carricd
our silles and we fell grean. Bxeept that once when we were
sthesed togeher with the hogs from the other schools. some of
then loosed at the nun

e on our sleves, which ey knew was
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Faker (Igf) it Shiamet Salzborg. 1946

canfinmed, there had stll been some hope until now. Father also
told us tat they
front our whole Gy survived the Holocaust,

had made inuiries and found out thit no one ehe

e told us tht e and Shlamek were given a very nice flt, which
had heen taken away from the Germans who lived thete. They alsa
had jobs. shlamek was running a handbag factory for 2 German
swho s ot alowed 10 do i, He became an unoffical paciner in
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o e up and 1 ol
Lier about the diinking pasty the night by

U my mind Lo be sure not 1 i drinks s that 1would not get this

me to sleep. When Rachel came in she woke
© and that | had made

type of hungover
& few days later | had another large drinking pany, on New
Year's Bve. bus Tsiuck ta my decision and had whisky only and |

did 10t feel 100 bad the next maming. Since then [ never
sised chinks ot any party, and that seems 16 work 2l right

And 5o began 1943, In Abu Sultan it was an uneventiu
o0 my days off and went to Imailiz or Cairo. Sometimes, whea |
off, we used o meet and it

d aay

could synchronize it with Rachel’s &
was wven huppier, Also twice during
brealk 10Tl Aviv, where 1 spent some tine witk Moshe and Sumck,
1 sayed with thesn on Nachmani Street, and somehow we allfr nro
was in the
centre of tows. bloshie and Sumek had a shos walk 10 work, and at

vear | went for o longer

one room. This was  very good location because it
night when we went (o the pietures we were near ot theares,
The only thing: thet annoyed me was that on the opposice block
aflat on the first floor where the peaple sl
recond vry loudly. 1t w

there w

sphayeda

always the same record of 4 song called
wehich wis not snng, by 2 top class singg alla
dly used up and
seratched, so & was teall ferrble. Since hat time. | hate that song

Kinner i

Varkoni but by same amatenr. The record was alre:

and whenever [ hear it 1 1y 10
s nice 10 be there. The owners of the flat, Bis. Fazkas and her
ce10 s, and although they spoke Hungasian
of U time, a5 chey did ot know too much Lebiew, we all gor

Bt ocherwise it

 from i

son, wer

aong very well

On iy secon visit that year Rackel also had a few days in

Tel-viv, where she stayed with her uncle. She came a fes times o

visit us on Nachiar, On o2e aceasion she wanred to bake & cake

for s, 50 we bought al the ingeedients and Rachel preparcd it and
put iz the oven. To our disappointoness, 1 did mo. succeed. I
completely collapsed and was inedible. ftachel was very

dissppoimed, but it was er first attempt a buking, o coaking, or

angthing ke tha. She ticel again the next d

andd it came out
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T e same outlook on fife that she had, Before long, they
became engaged and in 1980 they were marred.

Stelinda alf geared up i1
Nachal service. 1978

We met our in-laws, the Lahisis when we weat to Paris, Like us,
they were ot religious: hut lise Melinda, Shlomo had become
seligious through B Akiva, Avean: and Esther Laluni were very
nice and friendly people, and we now Lud in s that we could
spend time with whenever we were in Paris.

Mielinda and Shlomor's wedding 100k place in ferusalem, in & bl
at the University on Mount Scopus. It was a lovely event, done in a
religious way but not 00 extreme, so that it suited everybody. Then
the happy couple went off ta Burope on their honeymoon. 50 now
Htachel znd 1 bad two ehikdren lving in Issael. And hars sot all
Stanley and Berty went 10 Il 10 spend a year there. They now
iact three clildren ~ Ada, Simon, and Lb, who was bor o
Melboume on January 18, 157

“They went in lite 1979, That year overseas, which was for
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and ended
e Londan
wewould et up with Tl Fli, and Noam and continue wit thern

st s few weeles (1 started off i the Medilern
up n Copenhagen. We ma

enents 1

around the Scandinvian countres, That was s mos enjoyble
nd in fac we alass ied 1o ke some of our
aid hefore, we found that 4 czuise
aliday. and the most relaxing. You
e Dighus, change

grandehildren with us. As [ hav
was the hest way 10 spend a &
G visit iany countiics without
hotels, and pack and unpack your suitcases.

g 1o

acin with s on 2

The year before that, we ok Noan: and
Medierrancan cruise fiom Atheas o Lisbon, which was also most
enjoyabi

Rachel and 1with Noan: and Karin at @ stoporer in Postgin,
Tafy. 1094

Anc in July 1989 after Guy's Bar-Mitzva, we went on & cruise
it Tali; Gy, Adam, aud Simon, s well as Eva and Ceci
Goodman, and we finished off in Tondon. Thac was 4 most
memorable hiiday, and of course the kids had a grean time, Then

e
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we'd 1y 10 o back every year at ahout Chistas ime and take ous
annual holiday in Isrel, especially sine that e of the year is the

winter seasn and | w

o any heat problerts
which was something 1 coulc ot endure
We stert

Then we travell

Then v

i Euro oue Loliday in Nice on the

French Rivier

sight shrosgh Frasce 1o Park.
After visiing Fngland, we went 10 1taly and liad & lovely holiday
there in a vaiety of plices. W finished off our rip with 2 cruise
around the Greek islands and Tudkey and Beini, Lebanon, This
was really our most

joyable wad relaxing holicay for many years
and we seceived no reports of 2

Bt when we came back. we discorered that things were st e
uaevertul a3 we thought, Our so-called *refia
housekeeper bud eftaffer twa sonihe. They had o close down the

house, and the children were split up and delegated o three

problems at wark or at Home.

differens homes. Melinda went 10 sy with Sumek, Annctee was
takesin by the Rabinawicz family, and Stanley weat to Sala's, So45
ot 0 upset us and not 1o spoil orr holiday, everybods kept it fully
secret and we did not know anything about the situaticri uniil we

rewrned bome, F they bad told us wha happened, we most
definicely would hive cut short our holiday and rushed suck ome.
50 we were seally graicful that they had nottold vs. The children
were quite comfortable where they were, <0 exerything worked ont
all vigh

Authe factory things were running sell, and we had no probiems
excep for the happy task o taking care of the constant growth and.
organizing the expansion 1o keep up with the demands for aur
merehanise. This easbied me to wore regular hours and gave e
more time fo be with my Fnily and get together veal Irends and
relatives, But 1 still 160k work Fome from the office. On weel-ends
would bring bome books,especally the invorce hooks, and look

Uirouigh therm to find any mistakes. I alscays paid of. | used 1«
ad Saturday and Sunday momings &1 the cesk in my study

working on those hooks. while listening 1o classical music

secordings. I was ot this time that | developed ar
M

sppreciation for
r and Shostakovicch. 1 had records of all their symphories
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fot tiow ahout siestas i Poland,

fronn the whole week, us we ¢

except on Shabbat atter Tunch, On Fric

dhis we kids were

allowed 10 stay up e than usial, 0 we sed 1o lsten 1o rusi

sead and et Libvah, nus, and chocolies
Although we had a relavely nice apartmet, | can sey hat the
conditions were quite cramped, We did not think <o 4 the e, bt

looking back wnd comparing it  Une way middle-class people live

now, 1 can definiely say so. We had rvo livedin servants
we would call
lounge and

and a puaid ~ but th
nowadays. Our flat consisied of 1 Lrge combine
Hving room, a big Kitcen, and « dining area adioizing the kitchen
but Facivg the front and divid
partition, 4 spac

Fiad i large table. We used this oo oz, s we had al our meals

© e N senvans quariers

from s kitehen by a framd &

ous bdroom, and & it In the dining aren we

there dusing the week, and se did our Eomewonk there, and when
the rabbis came o eacts s Tabud, s s where we wsed 1o sudy
iy an shabla or

when we had visitors, The two wamen servants slept on cots i e

S0 the lounge and Tiving room was used

i the sy bedroom, and

Moshe a1 slept in one b

the biahy's crib was niet 10 our parents” b b
But s not all, We
Tong a5 car remeniber. a young st frocn the cosntry e wirh

anerher vein pesson as well For as

s, His e was Shioson, and se s all i Shiele. Tl i
0 sehocling and could not red ve waite. but e was a very honest
and Sard-working yong man. He used to help ot i he shop,
rainly kg care of the sock by unpucking new merchandise

utin

5 her n the gt place, and putting everything e on the

shelie aller a busy and hectie period (e was not inveresi in grls
or anything a2l except keeping the stock in order and somctimes
tending fo customers when all the salesgicls and all of us were

Fusy serving
e would sork undl ate a1 night and then sleep v i co in the
I
nd
water an bin it he didnt gel ou of

e e, which was put up when exeryane was going 1o sl

semernher how difficalt 1 weas for i 6 get up in the morning,
Father used 10 threuen 1o

bed When 1 was about ten yeurs old. Shimele sefus

10 com
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ey would afways asist fer

e o right. Mosbe, Chaye, me, Racbel, and Sumel ot Tel-Avic

When 1 gor back 0 Port Said and started working, | could sce that
e were now conducting only one-way twaffc. All the equipment
and nearly the entite amiy was being shipped out to various
destinations in Burope, and we were all sure that the same thing
would happen to s It was only 4 matter of tine,
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Zave doohvioht AUl wne bealisit,Motel
Charoin,Bumek, Bva nit Som Lio,d5mens

ie,elle Verserasen sihg ceoums,
5 hur o Buon noffan Gutes.

Ko o
LETETTasLEE

whervatonts duusing e War. 1941

“ore
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nusic, The people there were ealled Gasale, and they made

oo carvings, We alars bought some souvenies to ke
heme, Tike small canved swooden boses o wooden walking sticks
with miricaely carved handlos

(o T vt g i o il s anotber bofiday: this

i pot b e

i Siigapare. 1 stiing nedr the sy
iy about 96%,
. theiggbt - or

shade. the i aad the

Rachel thougbi — that 1 sboudd wension i)
50 the yeas went by uneventiully until the summer of 1927

ctnaily

she hud heen
s with her
butas ey suother was then only

when my maternal grandmoth

. U know 1

sick for a while, but 1 de

Cquite Know whar was wio

T e she was 1 very old bbby
33 years old and she was the youngest daghier, pavhe her mothe:
was abour 7 when stie diec. 1 know tiat sl was 100 old o 100
o visit us, and T dout reuenber her eve
e I we wanles
her a1, which was oaly @ 12minuie walk away fron our

sick 1o ever co

i been 1 our ho scc her we had 1o go 1o

apartment They ‘ived o the second oo, so she st liave heer

well cough 1o walk up hose siirs, a5 she speat r1os of 7er time.
iy

in their shop on the ground floos witi her son and 1

whom she lived with
L never had any grandfichers, or “Zetdes,” 15 T waukd have called
them, and 1 thesefore named aficr both of them = 77k aker

g s futhier, The loss of s

ser's Faher, and Eliezer acter oy 1
shock to me. 1y
wnily, and it afected e 3 lot, As children we did nor
he fitneral, but | trenced =1l the mouesing: pericd prayes
with the whel: family

Then o s weeks hiter, Sumek was bomn, 5o Motier must

srandmother was quit e frst death in the

ke part i

ogether

neent in bier nuzsly swonth of pregzzancy when Fer mother died Al
g mohers joy and our simela of having arodier baby was

samewdiat su'dued hecause of the moum ng for our grandan

1 remeraber Sumek's binth quie well hecause | was already eight

. Bt 1 was il silly enough 10 sk how my baby brother

errived, and [was naive enough o believs it whien Twas old that
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Hein fombar, e, Me ona ricksba in Colomby,
Coplon e catied i Lasnia)

el nicer and they also looked happier and more presentable
1 don' remember very much shout our next o ports of call

Iangoon, Burma, and Penang, Malaysia, except thac Penang was a
o anderly place and the people there secmed o live ata

higher Tevel and whitever we siw there was of 4 huch
higher standard,

ol the in e Octaher we arived in Singapore, where we go
off the ship. We wete told that we would probably have 10 wail a
few days for a hip going 10 Ausimlia, <0 we moved into a hotel in
the centre of tows. The next dy we went 101 17avel agency to 17y
taamange 4 passage o Austrlia, We were told that uafortunacely
there was nott

i aailable because since the cud of the war no
segular salings had yet been established. So of course we went wa
e other travel agencics, but we got the same ansaver from all of
them

My twavelling companion sent a telegram 1o his relatives in
Melboucac and he received  reply saying that they would try o
arrange something from their end. | was completely lost and did
ot know what o do. Simgapore was a sice lean ciy and there wis
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A New Beginning

here is not such maore L can say. By cow 1 have seached the
lived Tl e anc have enjoyed every aspect of it Rachel
and 1 have been all over the world, font ot 1 south, and from
easttowest | Fave seen more thn | ever could bave inagined, 200
1 liave hieard every type of music witien by Medieval, Bisoque.

Classical, Rowantic, Tmpressionist and Modem compos

performed by the best soloists, orchestzes, and conductors in the

world.

1 have, with e help of my partness, buic up a business from
fothizg 1o the Lrgest in Ausiralia in s field. | heve gone through
Hife sithous any legal problecns. T liave seves been to 2 court either.

1o be ltgated against or 0 sue anyone. and 1 have never take part
n any arbitration. The lawyers we e enployed and worked
with only help
Contracts,

s with business and legal advice and drawing up

Acwally, s is not quite aceurate because on December 3
1996, T had 10 g0 10 the Distiet Court in Tel- Aviv 10 b present

coun case Dutween o family and the Cusiodian of Enemy
Properics.
Fencntioned such carlice that my mother used t0 g0 10 Tel Aviv

v aurist in the 19305, and in 1955 she porchased a block of

esoie
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waled through ai haac time while e weze cating our et i
d lad noticed something on the dianer tale thar loosed ik
£ s the person never heard of the ew produc: g

& W
liad 10 explain i eversbody wht mergarine was. anc st

ple beggan 1o spread e suter it we had hecon

e ftem of common sy [T ——

There was another incident of 4 siilar sare i the mid 1931,
when 1 was about fifieen yeass oid. [n Eurape

one the Second
Workd War, kipot were completely unknown as an ilem of daily
wear, although they were worn in the shide with 4 laiit. Bt in

every-dlay life the nen were either bercheaded or wore a hat Mo

Jews o conrse aways had their head covered. butat sciool Moshe
ancl 1 did not wear sy ead covering because it was 4

schgol and our parents did not mind. since they were progressing
with the

ex. Thirtking sbo it now, [ casnot remenber whether

B that s iy, in our shop we had aboss wen salespeople. o

of whom wene e - Faher and Shime.e snd. at busy smes and

Nokiday s, Moshe cnd 1 also helped o We all wore hats

it was ous teadition, Bt about 95 of aur eustomess were

norewish and shen tie men cune o the shap, they alws

sl euston, 50 he stuation

ook o their s as was the ger w5

that e Custonmers were poli and did notwean hats incoors, whilt

ihe people Fehind the counters kept their head anred. which by
comparisors lonked siker incivilied,

O suner das. e Did a alh ot it We ressoned that os it

sordd ot make a difference to religious Jewish prcple since they

1

e off ot hats while we worked it the shop andd would behave

in those days the

neer came i 1 aur shop anyway, we decided hat we w

s e had come inio @ non Jewish place

Jews always hared thei heads becase they

ol For instance, when you went o 4 bank or town hall or
sovemment office. you always w0 o your lat

Ay, we did it and e fet very good abor it becausse s all
felt elesgart andl modern, ard there was o negative corzuent from
anvone But afte: e wecks, an anongimous letter arived in the
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prake an aroud the world trip like they dic. But T did nor even

have erough muoey o pay for the Rome-Aelbourne fight

althougi 1 10ld Hachel t g 10 Rome. 1 ad oot yet gone 1o the

Ansettoffice 1o pay for the flight, Twas thinking that 1must horrow
fhe money from samesheze. but 1 did not kaow where and biow
When |

worry. L will lend you the

Jet Pizek Konman the whole siary he said © me, “Don't

310 pounds even i i takes you a year o

repay it” And so he dic. |paid for the plane ticker and now [k

that within two weeks achel woukd be with me. aud Thact to s,
preparig 3 place lor us o live

Afier Lok
hose ar 20 Monksta

g around for a fews days | fownd & 1pom in a very nice
iles Station. 1 helonged 1

Sisect neur R

& very plessant oider woman with one son, and their
sotallect

Sideherton, 1 diought the e was s bi lunay b it
iy decision. We could use the Kitchen for preparing any me. o
1 was fully furnished. AUt fne we owacd

e, ol e bedroo

Aolhing except some cloting, so | also had 1o go and by some

rovided, and |

dishes for the Kitchen. The she

Uroughs Twould buy somue of that later with Richel,

In the rrcantizne, Rachel went 1o Rome and checled into a smal
hecelin the city and waited for about 5 week for the depanure of
the plane. When all the passengers were asenbicd. <he res
that she was the only non-ltaliat an hosrd. Some of those people

wha were from small country places hid never scen a plane n et
lives and they were so afraid to get on and fly thet they cried most
of the weay or prayed all e time., The crew were all upses Lecause
L was i st journey overseas and the st e i they were in
touch with strange forcigacrs. When they found out that Racticl
spake English and she could kelp ther sith the Vs, they gave
B prefereatial Testment and tha was very smpoant or the o
%

planc wes 4 two-engine propell

i, s e

Stopped tvice 16 spend the sightar the airports. The

wrerall, ws it was before jot
it leng
ip The fiss. stopover was in Colondo, Ceylon, where all the

engines were invented, o they had 1 hove breaks in

pssengess wese left 0 sleep at the wiport on the floor, Pt Rachel

weas ke with the siewardesses to sy ata hoel overnigit And
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s ou will recall, a fes months after Stanleys binth Rachel gt
wery sick.and all he specialists that artended o fer conld ror
figure out w LSoin

an effort o preveat such o candition fron ecuning,
warnecl s tha, sesing s 1Fe situation lud occuned 3 fiw sonths

he problemn was or how i cae

he dociors

alter gving binth, Rachel should not become prega:
and they said that we shauld be happy with rwo cildzen, a girl and.
boy. We took their avice seriously, even though it did nat

conespond o the forecast of the Fgypiian formine teller we had
near fhe Pyramids. who predicred that we would have. three
clildren,

Seven
healfa problem. Ther on Pesach of 1959, after the Seder, we
decided that as we were getting oider and Rachel was alrezdy 35

ars hal gone by since Rachel was stricken with that

years old, we should ry 0 Fave amodher buby, as this would be ur
it chance. This decision may have heen influcnced by the arba
Kaset, the four i of wine tand maghe morc) that we had a the
Seder, It it resulied in 2 pregnanes, artendsd by the same Dr
Loventhal,

The bahy was duc i be December o
mher 31, Rachel stanted 1o experience kbour pains and was
v 10 20 10 the hospital, For various reasons we did nat 20 10

caty Jamuay. On
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was o really brauiful vessel
Sometimes we would go 1o Catsa for o day ol There was & lot

o o there, We wonld go 10 sce the Pysrids and the Sphins and

he city of Gaira fisel, whicis was to me the biggest inemational

ity Thad ever seen. In order o see it al, we weat quite

e times,

on was o problen because s soldics we never

since tmnspot:
wsed public convevanees, Allwe fad 1o e was Sap o7 any road
hicle. Becanisc it was during the

anel sk for 2 1 fronsany any v
war and we were in o foreige counuy. fhere was no problen

aetting a i withiz & e minutes, This applied 10 oty ways and

ny e, morning o evening, S0 this way [had 1 good break it
et e i week, and | did s lose touch witl iy Jewish friends
from my ociginal it

About two montbs later 1 was appainied st se

meant that | ot Lithe crawn 1 50 Wi the thoee stripes |already
and the tc

had. Becase e now lac o heep the off

working twenty-fonr hours 4 day, Lhey sent over o other Jewis

For me it was an ever helie

boys to help s keep it goiog ful 1
rangement becanse [row hid frieads | felt more a1 home wit

“Then care e time for me 10 take & week s holi

fay and g0
Tel Aviv. his was supposed o lappen every six monihs
Uhis was a milway wip because e distance was loo G o ger

i 1 s an allnighs i from Abu Selin, with 4 stop-over
Quantara nd then B Acish and Gaza and a fial stop in Rehovor
wnd from, there by hus o Tel-Aviy. L was very happy (0 sce Moshe
s welasall the orer selatives, aies having been away for over sis

moshs The few degs weat by very quickly. Nothing had changed
in Tel Aviv. There wats 70 news o Poland excep the bad rews
ind then deporting thezn

about the Nz putting fews into ghettos

10 concunmsion canpe, But at least we had reccived a Red Cross

s i reply 10 our nquiy 2 vear before that o iy sl
tiglt and were all in the Radlow: ghetto

Twas very lappy (o spend those few dhays with Moshe, He wis

quite setled in his o a: Goldberg's. He lad sdvasecd to 1 el

better position with the conpany wnd was receiving o higher

sulay
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and 10 try 10 find 2 way for Rachel to oin e, We were constantly in

louch by

il anl 1 ke thar she s npatiently waiting for <
apportunity 1o come ot be with me. b | explained o her that
all took time,

I also in touck with my Father in blunich, aready by direct i
mail. 1 knewy thar the people there had staried 10 organize 1 larger
group of insnigrants who had pennits to g0 to Australia, and they
expected that within @ few months they would have u chiance to
seeure a ship for their joumney. This secmed quite sensible o o
happy o know dhat my father and my uncle would be
ning me in 2 short ime and we would finally he togs

Andthen on Novenlber 29, 19: grear celebration by
Jews all over the world and especially in Palestine, On that e the

there was

Lnited Narions vored 1o establish the Jewish Stute and for the
itish f0 leave the country withis the nex fews snouths. This was ¢
happy event and an enomnous achievement for the Jewish
peaple, something we had all been waiting for for thousands of
years. However, T started 10 get worried abous it 1 had eft Rache

over there alone. and the more 1 thovght abou i, the” mare
unsealed 1 felt, What would hapaen whea the Thitish ary aod
police lefl and the Arabs would start 1o arack the Jews from a
sidesr 1 would be living in Australia under peaceful conditions
while Rachel would be there in danger of her life. ‘The mare |
thought zhout it the worse | felt. Within 4 couple of weeks |
decided 10 2k Rechel © leave the conntzy and o o Fuope anc
wait there il she wonld be bl o jois e, The best psce For her
t0.g0 would e 1o join my faher in Munich. Maybe by the tie he

able to leave, [ would have a permit for her to come 100,
il shie promised o try 1o find ant
how she cold get 1 Furope and which way because there were

Rachel agreed with my i

sill o regua ravel connections. She und

ood as well as 1 dic
dlready February 1948
and the Dridsh Authorities ¢ announced thar they would

e time was of the esscnce becase it wa

ader it

evacune Palesting by May. so thar e later it got, h
would be 0 leave. Ltald her t gt i tonch with the travel apens
who bad acranged my 16 and b would sarely find 4 way
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competition because there were s many shops and s many
suppliers thit you had 16 keep coming up with something new all

e time to gt the clients to buy o you, This was already 1960

and we had been in husiziess for over ten years, We had achicved a

i bartle with

lo for that period, Hut 1 was gesting tired of the con

mpeitors aound us, but whar could we do? This was low

tings were and we budl 1o continue and make the best of
Then one day Zrylei came into our office and said 1o me, "Les, |
ave the pleating fictony 10 Havci,

have an offer
who rens itang vy, and [want 10 start a badics' hosicry il Would
you like o be a parte with mez” Well, fankly, this id not cxcite
me very much because 1 knew that there were quie @ few
welle
brand

tablished hosiery factories alzeacy, and some with Funous

15 there

il campetition was very tugh. so what sense

in going o i€

Tt then Zrylek staried 0 exphin o e that frst ofall. you sever
hase to meke any samples becanise you ke the same aricle the
same way allthe e Then e said that making sockings wasa or
Hike prodicing matches. You take 4 bo of matches, e cusiomer
buys it and lights therm p, and ther, 3¢ has to buy another box. The
A otz buys o pair, wes thesu

same thing applied 1o siockin
for a day or less, they run or tear, and then sie has o buy anothe:
pair 1 replace them, 1Uwas not ke a skir or & blouse or a dress

where each item can last the customer a year or w0 or three, I

hosiery, you produce something thar women have 1o by

continuously, Ancl as ar s compettion was concemned, Zrylck suid
there was nodhing to wony about, e knew the costs of yarn
and prcking of the stockizgs, and be said we

Kniting, produc
il for a quarter of

could sl the: merctiandise 1t good profit 1o el

the price that athers sere selling, and that was why he was sure it
would suceeed

When 1 heard allthis, and knowing how thorough Zeylek was, ©
said 1o him, “Zylek, Taceept your offer, but [ have one problen. |
camnot eax: Mottel. He has 0 conse in with me. which means that
if we go ahead, we will be three equal partners. Zeylek agreed. We.
feal with a handsheke. and we became parmers. Then

cale the.

N
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v in Palesting, <o all in ol the 1 0ok seven days beca

traim from Radom 5o Constanz twok o days. 5o the travel
time itself, there wd Dack, was twa weeks. Mother stayed in
i

el Aviv for about thre weks, which made it about « neont]
half hat she was

Moahe did 7or wast 1o fravel as a touris because she preferred
W have @ permanent residence there and he able to go back

whesever she felt ke it There were three ways of going

Palestine: ot that e, Fither you applied o the Jewisl Agency for
diyah and there was  limited mumber of permits granted every
year O you were given 2 special permil if your relatives wanted
Yo 10 o there. Or you could 2o as a Caitalis and bad t show
that you had ane tiousand English pounds, and this granted you 2
permit very quickly

S0 af couse Mo
cven Fave 0 own that mone

her tavelled as a Capitalist because you did not
I in this

These were “pro

el who, for @ fee, would lend you a thousind pounds, Siauilarly
there w
Polund

Vor & certain fec this nen would many 3 gisl and then divorce her

professional’ young men who used 10 com 16

ey any Jewish g whe wanied to move o Palestine

i as they arivedd there. Then the man would go back o
il and ke her
Anyway. our mother et 10 Palc

Poland and marry anothe

0 Palestine.
fan 1933 She
ot ofFin Jafi on a it Dost because the ships could not dock in
Jaffa. and Harfa s m Tel- v

Blother had 2 very pl
seith her sister andd family. She uavelie:

ne before P

10 far f

asant rip and enjoyed even more fer say

bit around the country

em. she was ve and

and visied Jerus? pressec] witl e there

decided that yes. e would all get ten

s planned. S even

rranged that when | amived in Palestine afr

racnating fror
school, Twould live with my sunt wail 1serled down and decided
what 1 wated 10 do.

Mother liked Pal
every year at the same e and spend about a monih. As
slve months and of cou
she went there i 1931 and 1935 ard eventually with me in

sine s raueh dhat she o

ccidend 0 ke the tip

vesident, s got s eturs i vali
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Helhonrne. Then © diosglit of Mottel Korman whom 1 knew

personally and who bud been i husiness alteady before the

When 1 approached Motel and asked him i he would ke 1o

Teave the ket stll and esablish o panership with me. he was

v A immediziele. Sa we wonld form

heppy and e
partnczship of Keran nd Korman, By though we both had the
same name, we sere not e an all, Or we would call it Korres,
short Tor Korman Textiles. and we would each put up one
thonsand pounds ad st simight away. The only problem was
it 1 dlid ot have one thousand pounds, but Mottel did not iz
atall, and e said that he would pu up 1o thousand and [ would
cepay i g share wh
prerstuy very mucht Tle lad sty ideas

ever 1l it because he wanted this
jout Tow 10 st

doing successial business. but b id nat know mueh English vet
50T wonld be of grea help and e was sure o
well together.

Just before we establshed the pannership, Father came back

e would do very

widow the
hushand beiore the
wa, Taey establisned @ kdies’ underwear Factory and they were
doing i well. ot Fer Fsband died sorme years ber. AL the
st lowse in Dy csford, she and Farher hott go along estrernch

Srom his hotiday in Davlestord. He had met

Vipp, who Fad arsived i Australi with

well i they were seriousy con
her

lering seting manied! |also et

i Lean Lipp whe was a very rice fellow and the family had &
wood reprration anong the Melboucse Jens. T also thoughi that it
might b a good idea for them o he together 5o fhat Fatlier would
ot e lonely and he woud ko be accupied in the factory where
e wouldbe busy rarher than having <o much spare time with
nothing to do. Afier 4 short while they gor maried and Facher
maved into her house on Rahdowae Street in Carlios, He started o
sork sl e ladies” underwear factory and took on the wholesile

distriburion en Russel corner Bourke Siret i the dty. This wis

wvery convenient addess becaise they were on the frst los
and o the second Moor in the same building was the only kosher
restantant in Melboutoe, <o e used 10 g0 there very ofien during

“iie
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school day and Sunday was fiee

Fach class was Aty minutes and then there was 1 len minu

break. except at micday when we had half an hour for a light meal

o sandivichs, whicl we all Bronght with s Fom home Besices

week, wealso

hiaving 1o hours of sports o physical education <
it e peinuies of exercises i L classoon every imomniag helore
Jessoms sl
Although 1 spentsex
annot recall any drmatic incident or any major event. 1 supposc

n years a has school until matriculaion. |

that would apply to 0y kid oing o azy nosmal school s 4 norl

neriod of istory. Since ths school had as fis sole puzpose the weal

of education, there s n0 particula cllon nick by anyone iere
W cach

ahout seigion o eve

ot Zionssm. ey L6l it up to
e kids 1 ke up Lheir owin ninds and 1o join any ogganizaiion
Ly wanied o,

Al the same Gme, though, a grea emphasis was placed on
Hebrew

[ ¢ enthing conneced 1o o that wien |
finished that school, as | mentioned before, [ had o porfec
Kaow e of Hebrew T eould ool el and i Tiehre b

s comverse, W Lad ten hours of Hebrew a week, which
consivted of Tanguage. grammar, Tieranse, and Bble. At the end
el 10 pass @ Herew mareealation ¢

mination in all th

subject

T addition. s hid all the crher regular scbjects, including Ltin
Tanguag 01
rnan. | fogor o penton i in zuy st year of school

and. s a foreig L ehoice of eifher French or G

Besides the bl coning t my house 1o teach me Gemarma sy

ol Iessons s the msic school. [ also bad 1o take French lessons

e weeks, in G | wauld need i for urther studies

Bt g s v Ly ound e 0 2010 the siovies o e
e 4 week. Most of e time | went with my brothes Moshe. and

we o wainly cowhoy movies or <ome othes adveniure films,

And.

silent movics. “Talkies” were i

11927, bt they did not reach Radon until 1929, 1n a silent movic,
the espression on he faces and the gestures of the acioss explaines
what was Eappening Bun there was sill diddogue. which was
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Harher o a proper halidky 1esort such ax Ciechiocinek. I Radom.
my Gt dressed ke religious Jew in s long robe of @
sensi-modern eut and the round it that st of e Jews wore, but
swhen he went on holidays he dressed in @ modern styke Tike any
vrerber of the general Polish pubiic. Jewish or nor € think that
Father would Fave li

Lt dress in 1 nommal nonsfewish way all
e time. bt he did ror diare 0 do 5o because of bis friends and is
ensiromment, Tt his younger brother dressed normally and we,
the chilcren, also dressed in s non-Jewish way

Fathier and Simels o boiday Mother i e tbree soas ot
o Clechuctngt, 1943 bofiday in Garbarka. 1925

Tdon' know any women, escept my grandmaters, who did zo:
dress ke all the nos fewish women around theun. Bt my moticr
wore & wig, s the orher Jewish swomen did, only hers did not loos
antificial ke theis, Vother's shcitel was baslioned by a haiedresser
and i ot ook ke 5 wig 3t all, 1 fact, i looked 5o il
there was talk i the town that Hanishia Koman had stopoed
wearing & wig! Bt Muther did nol care v

she knew that she was doing the st thivg

ey said, 2 lon

cae
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Bt 1k uncomforta e about this o becase it s uafaie
ac ones hon e possivilty of
seling o it vilh ageats, we
saied 10 gel inquirics fro Long Koag. Singapore, and locil

Jed, S we st ik

© mize we bega 1o discus

favestnent groups. We could see tha there was 4 very good
walizing anything we made

o o abead and moke the best deal passible in

ehance of sellizg out. so even before

up our mind:
el nd 1 could move 1o

selling, our Australian assets. Then
Jerusalem, where we wonld enjog all our fime wifh the chil
nd guandchidren. We could of course il rvelall over the world

and visit Austzalia any ne we wanted, but all in 1 leisurely way
and without having 1o un o homes

In the meantime, Stanley wos a sabbatical year off fom his

Tospital ir Jerusalen and went witl s whole Euly w New Yok
10 work in 4 hospital there. They rented a house and the caikdren

Rachieland [

went 16 school there, and they tested b in Ame
visted them e
“imily, as well as Boity's mother. so they were reclly never
onely.

ey

¢ during that year and so did Anette

Unfortumately, Beity's mother cane to New York alone bescuse

the yeu before, Beny’s futher, Shlames, had passed avay in

Australia fron a heart atacks. 1t was a very sad event ard 2
shiock to all of us

Not only did Stanley and Betty spend 2 year in New York, but
they had arcived there in 1990 with Four chikdren and et a livle
overa year later with five. Shiom: was born on July 22, 1991, just
jorn in the

efore they were due 1o leae. Bven though B
United St
voungest meamber of our Fany o travel by plane, 35 he was not
even eight days old

The byt was  Iovely. honney i Anneiie o

b had Bis Britin Jerusalem, Shiomi was certainly the

e party in her

garden with the whole Ly and some fiends attending, jus a fexy
sy after Shlomi flew in from New York.

A1 this tiane T bave been mentioning our frips ta fstael, bt this
s nar the only way we would see our chil
hecause they came quite offen 1 Australa

enand grandchildren

o visit us. DUt even

caaze
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Before 1 say anything ahou the mles. | just want 1o

siople statement, namely thar luck is fhe Bidden basis of any

mccess. Wihout goad luck you camat succeed in your married

Jie, you canzon see your children graw up the way you want then

and you canren siceeed in business.

Bt the ssin e here s Do ot rely on luck. 4 1 said, it s the
hicdien Tesis of ackicvement, azd vou should aot depend on it

nthing. Just

whenever you are plannizg or work g or achicving

hope that you will e fucky, and then forget about it

ay that ves, |

Andl now buving reached this sage of ny ik L
v ucky. if not 4

Now what do vou ave to do 10 suceeed in business? Witkou

e time at least swost of the time.

cting into any techaiques or technicalities, Lnust aduit that now
That 1 am thisking about what to write, al that comes 1o nsnd are

the same rules that | haye mentioned for success i mariege and i

beinging up cluldien and probbly in keeping friends and

succeeding in any profession

the hasic rles for a successful and bappy ik appiy © husiness
15 well as 1 everpthing el you do

Firsly, you have 1 be ohservant and st This means that
yihing that happens

wthing anyone sy,

vou must have your eyes open 10 see ever

around you, and you also have 10 listes o

shetier it sounds sensible or e, ver e |

sis for establishing

your business depends on Ul

Onees your business is established and you run i paying, full
artention 1o what &
eharcterisic s pe

happening around you, gou

st important

ol innegrity hecause that is whit creates st
It i the basis of cooperation with everyone around you. whether

they are workers o any atner emplogees, or ¢
supplicrs. In this way someone who

alwa

ou achieve a repution 3

s keeps pronsises and lulfls espectitions,
S fully hefieve that personal iniearit. fuimess, and honesty ane
e Basis of success 1n e and in an established business because

they are the foundcion of trust, which is essential to
sttt of everyane around you and ful cooperation. It is also
most impoant 1o have a lot of patience. Firsly, you need i in

e personil





index-386_1.jpg
very different from anything she was acausomed o

Our home in Meihonrne was ot an assimilated one, bot we did
ot particularly practice many Jewish or Zionst customs, cither
Gramed, Rachel 1t candles on Fr say th
benediction and she fit up a cigarette so0n afier. | made Kiddiash on
Friday night only beceuse Stanley requestcd i Whes we used 0
hiave Triday pight dinner at my lae fuhers hor

Jay night. but she did 2

nley abways
enjoyed it So when Fether passed away when Stanley was cight
s ol my son asked e i [ could please continue ané make
Kiddush on Feiday nights. We did not keep 2 kos!
m and egges and bacon for break
¢ only mateoh products, lthough we did not have
any Pesach dishes. | remember that

ye

er home. and we

used o cat s

But then agin
 Posict: v

nley would not cat bacon or
ham on Pesach because he seid it was not right to cal it with
matzoh, | must lso meation that every Pesach, Stenley used o give
o pckets of matzoh o his headmaster, Canon Wilson. Knowing
that stanley was Jewish, the headmaster hacl asked i i he covld
possibly et him sorme hecause he enjoyeed cating them. As Lhave
muntioned before, we attended synagogue only during the High

Holicays and on the oceasions of weddings and Far Mitzvalis
And as

a5 Zionist activtics were concemned, Rachel was
smvoived with Magen David Adom. ard we sometimes organizcd
Tanderaisiog Fonctions i ur home, with the main arraction beinge
piano concent given by Stnley. Rachel also atiended some WIZO
funciions, bt the chikdren had o dircet involvernent with <oy
Zionis: youls omganizations. Therefore, Annciie’s fiscination with
Isael, especally Jerusalent, was a real my

Sccing a5 | have mensioned Rachel's involvement with Magen
David Adom, | must add a fex other things that my prodigious wife
was engaged in. Firs of all, she wes very husy with her tapestries
because she enjoyed it very much and she worked on i very
paticatly. Of cousse. she ran the howsehold and wok care of al the
chidren's needs. She also cooked dimner every night

ery 1 s

cause she

would nat rely on angone else 1 do 1 according Lo her aste and
sequirements, Then, for the Brighton Cauncil. she took on the

distribuation of Meals on Whecls, where cvery day she drove around





index-413_1.jpg
TUE STORY OF MY Live

@ he would el hack and foth beiween the o, We

immediaety agreed 0 lis suggesion We hought all those

proposed shonpir centres aind supermariers i Perth witho

even going over e 1o see then for pusselyes beciise we knew
bt we could sely on Tony 1o ke the right decisions.

Andl it e outvery well, We were extremely satsfied wil the

investments we had e in Perth and with the way the

dministration was working, 15 fiet, tais gave us the ineenive o

ook arond for simlar invesunents in Melboure, Afier & shon

while we: bought 2 fea free standing rhets. Not ol

s upernu

wae this @ good Al svesanent i sl bu hese properties

did ot reguite any management or aention from fe owacrs

Decase te leases putall the responsibilits on the tenans, and they
were all long:
However, ecuming ivolved in seal estite did nor mean dhat we

o rentals for about teenty yeas

prid any less attention © suning e fadtory, s we nested e
property investents as 4 side line and 4l our ellorns were il
concezizated o the nning of our il We fad of eousse 1 Lo o
help by nowy fron: D

0

s sl from udy. The seports we used

6 get ot e 2 10 what was lppening in all seetions of the
ftory were completely relable, and i saved s @ lot of effor

since we did not Eav ousd the plice ourselves all e

time,

As 1 mentioned hefore. Genevieve Hosiery was sold out 1o
it iveston, ut they could st rue it elficiuntly because they
i e have the prope mnagetrent, so the
itandtsell ata thind of the cost. Apasrently. a loss of  few nillion
dollars was ot very signific

decided 10 get rid of

10 thase barge invesiors. 1 was
saught by Michael Pit and Leon Fink in partaership, but they also

did o feel competent enough o e it thenseles. So ey

suggesied that we g 1o partnership wilt them, whict we
secepied. 11 suied s 1 g

needed. Ard both those men wore very nice people and we
enjoyed working with them,

Frentually we bought then: out and incorporated thei-
praduction o our mill. Bt despite the added productio, we

sais e





index-122_1.jpg
on onl 3 future in usiness. But in hase

dags there were no courses in business mansgement hecuse th

populr thiskangg was thar  you waied (o manage 1 bisine
had 10 st from the
abservan, you wauld scon reach

om and i you were cipale and

nernent vl el o e
. This wes the reason why oy aew emplogec s my parents

¥ others — staed it sweeping e

and possibly in o

1o

floors and other menial tasks. Thes: they gradug King

unpacicing parcels and continued 1 go up siep by swep. some

faster, some slower. |yemerher it even in sweeping foors e

were guidelines. You had 10 start from the Gron: door and sweep
mwardss when vou got 16 he hack door you sl didn's sweep
outwards and collect the dirt outside but you 1ef it inside Lhe sone

nd callieted it there because. us superstition would have it you

gt sweep 0wt your good ek, so vou had o ke sure o keep

it inside

Another reason here were no husiness management corses
al people vl

teah it because no ane ever studicd i But this dic

those days was that tere were n profissic

because [ had decided diat | would continue with g parc

business. Bt | reasoned, ] would not stay with them hecause |

o wounger brothers and because | could see Ui e chances of

arowng, i hat business i Radom was lied, a5 we Fad st
about reachid the top. Therefore, | thougn that Twould w3 10 gt
maricel in W and apen @ busines tere <o that it weuld e

i herter chance of expending,
Howeer those thoughts and plans were also mullified due 10 the

tact that we had decided 1 tazsler our future 1 Palestine, and

there Lwas in Tel-Aviv luving 10 start 1 tsink ltom seeatel ahout

what | was going 0 do. S0 taking up Feteer Motel’s ofler was
actlly 3 very good decision hecause f would keep me busy, |

would earn sane morey. | woule
would e time 10 think abost iy

Lucky for me. [ saned my joh ar the sight “me, Trom 1he
fosndation of the huildin, We had sly o types of e
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and winte oo

sommy. It w

quie
Sop-overs in Alesandris, Athens and Tnbul. Then 1 got off in
Constanza and 1ok the lor,
few friends on the voyage. Allhough they were all aduis, we

a pleasant wip, wit all the regular

rain ide 10 Rado. 1 ace quite 2

carrespanded for a while, When | reumed to Radom, T was

happy 1o see and be with my family, bt the feeli

home wes nor the same s it had been hefore | lef

Sure T came with the ntention of being vistor, bt i sull was
although T was extrensely hapoy
with my anily and 1o be in our hanse and shop, T could not

the oaly home

hiad, 2

mugine Radom a5 my home anymore. Firsly, 1 had lived in

Tel-Aviv For over a yea and | got used t Tiving ina Jewish country

ahere: you felt Tike a free peson in your stz and legal home

And secendly, 1eame back 1o 2 place with Poles. They were even
worse than shen | hid Tt especially awing 0 the events over the
border in Gerany. where the Nazis were in power dleady and
they had their own government, with itk in ¢

The first incident ook phace the weels ater my arrival. We saw 1
e signs that readt “Don't
buy from the Jews They siood there and did not ket amyone go

aroup of peopks outside our shop with
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When we gor there in the morming, we would take 3 bench fro

e iz avenue and ey itaeross the Losn and putit under a e

where no one would walk by and distirb s, Ore maming when
we sat down ancl starcel 10 rea and discuss the subject of e day
which wa Polish history. s s @ man come twwasd Us and lie
dowes o the grass neary. 1L Uworry us because e was quiet
anct did non disturh us. Bt

IFan Bour. e came up o
s aind said, 1 have been waiching you Jewish hoys for the kst

three dags, Diding avay from everyone and reading ooks. [

et you weie all Communisls and were having Pay

ngs. | was going 1o repo

ou o the police. but 1 Though |

would ek sore first, Twas shocked o ear tiat you are reading

Poish history. Why sre you hiding?

W explained 1 him that we were studying for our matriculation
exans. He wished s good luck and walked away. We were so
relieve that he i not call the police efore e mide sure af whe
what we were zetually dei

le. wee

dic notearry aovay any g

¢ oper o
W also liad a lowof worl preparing runiaccordions, This is
all. L dont keow i it s

something which | have 10 explain in c.
devne in any other country, bur e min aceordion was & narzony

siip of paper aboss (o fingers wide and the lengah of his paee. 1

was folded like an accordion <o that © cold be held discreet

the hand and tuened from pleat 1o pieat. 1 contaized inform:tion

bt any subject you waned, writien in tiny handsriing so as o

ol the suasimum anount of “orib neres.” Not all the kids knew

and only « few dared w use . orherwise 1 would Lave
e that hadl a few of

sccome public knowlecdge. | was one of

sation in physics and chensry and lots of

dates i history and orher sueh dita. We used 10 make them

o at home, but s could absa by seme ready
n W

nade ones

aw. based on previons years matic exams |

rememher now who use i s hens, This system can of course be

called cheating, but it was generally accepied by the kids 25

permissible Even if the minisccordions were nar of acual grea
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oy surviving sister. Annette, wwho has hecome a4 specialist in
voom decorated for
with 1. We
ralian chumpagne
Tian

champagne and all sorts of wine for the past few yeass because

wrganizing our iy functions, had ous i

the oecasion, and she orchestrated o faily show g

I hac a wonderful e aad enjoyed some Aus
with the festive sl We fad been sending over Av

ey are beter thas e French ones (For Melinds we buy local

Kosier champagn:
However, over the st few years the quality of Isracli wines has
improved so auch that when we run ut of Austi
wil be ouite happy 10 b the local product, Hopelully. we will ot
B

Jian stock, we

hiave 10 reurn tie Golan where the best wines come f

even ifwedhand we ke peace with Sy, then we cas

the wine from Syria, wlich i so much closer tn Austl

Meanwhile back in Melhourze, Zivlek continued to negoliaie

with variows potertia. buyers. Eventual
ey i £, Bitish hank
cstate trusts for the henefit of their cliears, Some tin
nad alrendy

he g together witl

lized in fomai
ago they
2 cenize from us

s purel

it spec

nped the purctiase of 4 shappi

and as they knew and understond e detais of our holdings. it

suitec them o buy out our group (o eniarge their newly formcd

st The negotiations went on for mont e vear i

o

Tooked fike we were close 1o (nalizng the desl, so T decidod 10 go.

0 Melhourse 1 take par in the settlement
Twent with Rached, and we 100k a suite at the Hotel Camo on
Toorah Raad. about @ swominuie walk from 7y cks home. While 1

was bsy with meetings. Rachel spent mos: of her time with Fva
Goodman, who unfotunately was alows because Coeil had passed
away just 2 few weeks helore, Dea's sisters and brothers and

ctikdren and endlildien were all acound hee as well. T joinedt
them i the evenings and o seek ends. Wikt happened to Cecil
Gordman was very sad and very upsetizg. 1t accimed whils he
was on boliday n the Greel isands with 1
Lycia and her family. Walking ong the
dhasp scone. i foot g o biced, and this soan devcloped ineo

anl their daugher

heaeh, Cecil stepped on a

blood infection. As Te could not et the proper teedical ztiention
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who was brave enough (o sttt it off.
The original Stanhi
mse it was the fist one ihy

s now o bis

orical. protected building
When 1 s0ld our o
manufactoring ctesprises and 1 nceded an office t manage the

rea’ estate investments, 1 was luc
oudly put I
1 bought the ofice 1 had 1o ste my
e il applied that you bad to be @
professional but mo longer necessarily a doctor, alihough doctors

10 get one on the sixti floor of

Stanhill, where T < name Kornian o1 the tenants’list
of facr, w

ause Th

As @ e

occupution

swere sl the majority of tenanes there, but you could be @ lawyer or

an engincer o even an accountant.. S6 1 put down my profession
15 hancial advisor and i they would have asked me wham [ was

dhvsing, 1 would have told them, “Me. myself, and 1 and free of

che

2. 00,
Let's gt back 10 1950 and. the

parument at [illstan tha
decided to move inio, Both Stanley and Hiliel were pleased

ey weoulé have us as tenants. Hillel was especially happy fhar |

ol not have 1 use the permit he had amanged for me o g0 to
New Zealand in
together with Rachel n Melbouie. T should perha
Hillel Korm

t
called wher | met her in Palestine in 1930, Miriam. We were very
T other in Tel-viv where she was thet in her
vearof school As a matter of fct,the frst wedding | aended when

ryency and that T would naw he seifed
mention tat
of Martin Indyk. who is now the

tan was the grancarhe

mbassaclor 0 [stacl, Marin's mother was Mary or, 4 she was

Triendly with e

arived i Ausiralia i 1947 was Mary's, She married Dr. fohn
Indyk from Sydney. This was just
was vey impressect by e wedding and all the pre-wedding paries
and bachelor parties, which was quite different from what | was

bouta wonth aier I arrived and |

used to i Paland orin Palestine. The wedding taok place ina lrge

Hallin Melbourne, but Mary and John wen 1o live in Sydney, so we

did not see them very oflen after thar, except on fanily
celehrtions.

Getting back to my stcry, we had 10 stz planning o move into

e aparamen. Firsly |l 10 sign  lease, 5o Stanley took me 10 his
Hawyer on Colling Strct i3 the ciy, When we sat down et lis dsk
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Sunday restrictions, T discovered that a0 one was worried 2bout i,

and it was very easy 10 gt sy with iU aecsuse al vou hed 10 do
was 10 gve some sl s 10 the policemen who pauolied dhe
streets, suclt s toothpaste, 1 pait of scks, snd similar smull fems
since every policeman fad bis arca o street, it was s s the s
alig wih

Butafier a while, this became public knowledge and it hac o
sioppe
from

Poles there were well known anir-Semites, i was thou

S0 the town fficials browght 1o fadom some policcmen

o, a town whese there wers no Jews. Secing as all tie
it the

Jewish merchants ok not b abl o el with them. And i was
so. Therelore, we Tad 10 think of new ways o trade efficicnly
without U police knowing about it, S0 for sirners, every shop
owner hiad sorteone — child o employee - stunding outsice in
ot or near fhe shop becae the fon was akays fully closed
ledan
electric bell with a push utton biddes: from the eye. the people

sl it was only the back doors that were open. Having i

outsicle the shop would ring the hell whez they s a policerns
approaching, We then Ioched the hack door and ke very quiet
and o customers were et o ar let in unil the all-cear was
sonded. This werke lora shile, b e poice were old hout it
and ey knew that we were chiatizg e, When in certcin plices
they el bl cinging. ey becane awere that this was the

& sl of their appriach. and they forced open the bk

To avercome that problem, we chinged pur warming system. We
stopped using the bell and mstalled 2 swieh which twmed on «

Ky sl light incoos nd unnil the light was turned o, e ke
we bl 1o keep quiet nside. This worked for nuzy vears. In
scditon: o that, or one of Mothers wips to Lrael she brought bk

hat iy gless seephole whics was installed in every decr o

el A but which was compleiely uaknown in Poland. We put it
i our rear enimnce door so we could abways see who was
Knocking Anyone we id nor know, we did not let in

When we were in Radom recent'y and we visited our shop znd

ot we looked an the sear entrance door and wied 10 explain
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Uit where they emed an apartment not G from us and Anseie,
am Hospital in
ccializing in pediaiic

and Stanley 1ok om 4 position o the year a Ra
Haifa, He was @ pecunricin

moenterology. Recentl. in the last few years, he also began 1o

specialize i children s fiver and fidney disordens.
Dusing i

couple of happy events. On

sabbatical year the Finily got 1o participate 2
11980, Annetie snd Hagai s third
ehild, Nourm, wis born ot Kaebam H
hzd 10 attend 1o the binh, Thes liter that year, they danced a1
Belinda and shio
Iscel and spent some time witt: e

Surprsingly
Melboune and seitled down auin a1 home, they siarted o fee
Lot
Melbourne That was very strzge, especially 2 i was Betry who

ospial and Stanley was on

s wedding, Tn adition, Betsy's paents weat 1o

ere as well

when Beity and stanfev and the kids got back 10

alter s whie that the right place for them 1o live was liracl

v the most alfeeted by their stay i Tsracl. [ could uaderstand
Stanley. thinking the
Children’s Hospial in Melbourne and had a career 10 look forward
10 nd they had & nuce home in Brighton, ke also had two sisers in

way. Even though he was seitled in the

el B Bety seas born i elhour:

her parens fived neatby

her oaly sister vec there, her three chidren were bora there and

were settled at school. and ull her friends were i Melboume. while

inls

only two sisters-in . Yel

omeliow, after hiving
spent 4 year in lsracl, she hecame very sensitive

pression
that indicated amy Kind of atizlewish sentiment anc she strted
thinking that her fufure and that of her family was in lsrcl. Stanley
ol mot onject, of course, but he did not encourage her. either

Howaver, & did not cale ek shoy ducidedd o sll thir

fome. pack up. ancl g0 on aliva. Stanley was offered 2 position a1
Hacdassalt Hospital in Jerusalenn and they set 2 date Jor their
deparure,

You can imagine how Rac]

and e when they 1old us dbout
jon. 1 wnil no we Iy

wo children in el and we

looked fore

d 1o going there il spending tine with them. Then

when we came back, we hiad our son and s Gy in Melboume

sowe conld spend our time with them. But from o an we woul
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e (vights it Unele Chains op the Mawni Scopus anphitheare

conl evenings. We alko visited o few Kibbhurzim and orber places
Bt soon e il 0 bk hare and ©was really sorey 16 s i

leave, When we discussed what | should do, he was not much het
becanse he eally Telt seitled i Radam and s futore was in
Dusiess e in shopkeping,

1 was back with the Feldeins, tie was Aying, and Rosh
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e T ot 16 yoars i, 1933

Ancher memors
Germany, bt i
any Jewish people Fving in Germany who came from Poland and
ek 10 Pakind

le thing happenedd that year It staried in
ceted us The Gernans issued 1 new edict dat

i ot brecame Germn ciizens wold be e
Thi
ey were all rou

alfected quite a few housand Jews. Tarly one cacly moming
et 10 Polandl

Jedl up and dumed over th

The Polish border control hadt 10 et ther i becacse they were
Polish ciizens, but 1 e they
B all left Paland shout fificen y

there. and all teir children biad Been bom in Germany

s faniies Dadl nowhere 10 g0 be

fore and they had o one

 ticdl thesr b

e leaders of the Jews in Poly
e 10 the Jews all over Polund 10 acopt thes: prcple
anl ke et in i homes, cven orly one person or one ekl
w1tk i about four faies were allocared 10 Radom
We vomnicere o e . mothe: and fer hree
children, whose hushand hat been sert 0.4 concentrtion cnp
were expelled from their howse and they never hierd
fiom him Sain

e them

They app

e Fannily =

bfore: they

From this Fanily we hept one by, who was Moshe's ase. The

e
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When I came home [ ol Rachel about it and she said ha she.
would buy only soya milk. But when 1ol my son Stanley al

utt,

e ol me that ar Hadassaty Hospial, where he workcd, they had
ust received a new machine from the Uniied States which
nessured o
have me tested on it

When Lwent to the haspital for the test, 1 was given an entire g,

se intolerunce. He said that he wor

arange o

of milk 1o drink, which cqualled about four giasses. Then | was
hooked upto the miachine and tesicd. The next day when [ got the
resuls, they indicated thet [ was alergic o milk

S0 couple of weeks went by and [ was o soya milk anly. but

the pains did not o away. 1 didect know what 10 do. Then one
morzing my very clev

wile Rache said 1o me, "You kaow, Les,

maybe you have a hemis on the other side and that & whar is

assing you the pain.” The minure she sikd that, T knew she
sight. | went sssight © the pharmicy and houshi & hemia bel.
Whea 1 it on. my pain was imedivcely rebieved. So | was not
i the Jows and e Blacks in New York. And even the adsssa
Hospital mackine was wrong, Afler drinking four ghasses of milk in

one g0 anybendy would probbly show an alkrgy to milk
s s00m 5 e et

ned 1o Melhorime, | wentd0 see my docior,
who examined me and told rre that [hadl a hernia, Te sugesice an

inmediate operation. which | underwent, and 1 was conpletely
cured. Lwvent b

o drinking o okl cow’s ik, and 1 il bave
a allergy 10 it

Amyway, T am glad dhar watl now 1 don' need any doctor's
opinions abau: any problems, | only see a doctor or
oy annul leck-up, and | hope 1 continue that way.

Letus
1 and eginning @ cegular e as 3 young namicd couple aer the
end of e War

Abaut a month afer 1 had sun up the bill 10 see the docror i

e a year for

o o Givat Ramibam and the period of aur seuling

Givatainn, | received a leier from the army saying
the dactor's tepor. 1 wauld e receiving 4 pension of fwerty
pousids per wonh for one vear 1o compensate for the healih

proken 1 had afier my discharge. This was 2 st subable
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e 1 couldl not leel. Tie abviously had int
firal cut urderneath so e waller would slide out easily, bu

for e 1 had o gt off 50 he did not manage to finish the job. It he
et gotten my waller, T would have beea in quite 1 bit o 1
was upset, byt my anain reaction was one of admirstion for s

clevey
W we

et of pickpockering, which T had never hiard of before.

iways waraed 1

en we st t any towa i Beypt
never to keep our wallel in our ¢

 trouser pocker bt always in
the front. But this fellow must Eave known about itand wes

vight
for the front pocke.

This system of wsing & razor blade instead of puning the hand
et and s something the famous
fictitious pickpackers” teacher Faigen from Charles Dickens book
Ofver fieistnever ke ahout. But o m i
of this type. 1 happened t me again about
Janeira in Brazil. Wien Rachel and 1
sz

into the pockel was very cley

s 2ty st experience
vears later in Rio de.

vived there for a few days

we wer wamned by the receprian clerk at our botel in Rio not
1o wear any jewellery and not 10 keep
when wet walked around the cily. We had done exa
had 10 have some woney and my credit card. Rachel wore no
jewellery and I caried no wallet w
stort-sleeved shir, |t my e
aand By dlofars in g shirt pocket, whicls is always visible, Rachel

ny money in our pocket

dy tha, buc |

e, But it was & hot day and 1

was walking around in

did ron e
rabbed from her. |also knew that when someore approached us
with 4 question, we should not answer but just walk avay

So while walking along the main et 5 young 1
e and asked me what e it was. L was flly prepared fo
crenualtes, 5o | pushed him away with my sight
my shir pocke nd tore i of soally so tat my credit card and the
ity doilacs ] down onro the side

carry « handiag because they said that it would b

alk. Instinciively | put my foot
. He picked up the moncy aad ran off
S0 that was ot so bad, Over all, Lmast say that having hac only

on the credi ¢

o cocounters with thieves dusing a liferime s quite 2 good
recond,
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school, could accomplish al that, ANt it was cver more impressive
hecause Stanley was not al for bisage, and e had o sand up on a
file staol hehind the pulpit so tht everyone could see bim as he
readl the Torah, OF course some credit also has 10 2 1a his tutor
who was also a member of the Synagogue choir, ard he enjoyed
Himself as wel. But o one enjoyed it more than Kacel, who was
enomously proud of our son's achievement

In his sermon following the Torsh reading, e Rabbi gave
enormous praise to Stanley, saying that no one before hi bad cver
Barbitevab reading in i synagogie and he did
ot know if there would be anyone to follow hin. Then we invited
aur friends, family, and the enlire congregation -4 lovely
biddush,

That ‘night we had the dinner party at the reception hal,

rendencd such

Staioy's Bar-Aiizrah. The fauity with Nava
(elinda bad gone 1o becd). 1967

complete with music and dancing and speeches. Sumek and [ were
thilled that our brother Moshe had cone from lirsel @ join vs 21l
for Stanley's Ba=-Mitzvah. 1 had rot seen boshe for over ten years,
ever sinee he e Melhourne after is briel sty when he had tricd
1o setle there, We Ead 4 most enjovable three weeks wit hiry,

o
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sandscns, they exisblisicd the Komun Gl wd the Korman

e and reputation in the tosvn of Radon,
e only gress grndit
when lws

Lonet personally was Zeide Soomer

who et in 19 et years ald. 1 remen

very tall man, sing s wel bk witk: s very kong wiste beand, e

onaed 3 factory that prociced viacgar, which 1o s clilczen g
dlar attction becituse of e sour smel of the plice

o pa
Needless 10 sy, we vould have prefered it he Dad hid @

chocolie Bctery He wes known 2 te esigncher, which is

i mtker” F lived near sl ke, where
Rosh Iashara. |

iddish for “the vines

most of the Jews of Redon west for Tashlich o

remerer that we shays used 10 visi Bim ater the serviee
s wife must heve died before [was horm because 1 never et

her, Zeid dimorhers fa
o s iy e was Goldbrach,

which was in Rssia, near the Lithusnian

He was not barn i Rador

ot e from Suwlic

s from Zide Socmer, everyone e in our Fauily was

ord

nmy

morm in Racdows Wl actudly 1t go bach any e tha
sreas geandparents. Tdon' ek Tkt ke 0 go back 10 Radon

s, cven i they were availible.

o investigare the rece
Radom Ead 1 population of sbout #1060, of which 3
pulation of Mellousze, Bu

0 were

Jesws = ahout fhe sume s the Jewish poy
10 Hadom was born and grew up in the sane

pice, we all knew each otber o 3 certain degree. As well, there

weree no private houses: wvesybody lved in s, so we were al

Closi: 0 each ather, The people Tardly ever cranged their sddies,
Wnless someone enigited 10 e Unied States o iz bter pears, 1o
Palesting

The majority o the Jowish populirion of Kadom was widdle
il business or in Ll and

clase sl was imvoived eiher in
facturitu, Nealy sl thie shops in fown we owish

ot the stallest e the bigest, The iz seet in own, which was

Gilled Luhelska Carer changedd 1o Zeomskego) had, with the

escepron of one o two, neary al Jewish shops. On satureay al
e shops wee closed except for the few aon-ewish ores and one

Jewish drig <tare, Svireksy was the affici | rest day and all the shops
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wats wnknon, Fu the main thisg was st was well and fully

recanereal. Afer she came home, we decided 1 ke both wone

o 50 that Rachiel would have 1o stress and would be sble 1o relax
all the time, withow any wrgent chties.
Ay now, over three yeurs had passed siace 1 had suspended my

stwdies @t Geelang, Collepe. Seeing as there bad been 1o reac

frou the Depactment of Inigrarion. 1 thought | should pay < visit

10 the Jewh Wellare lawyers and ask them what | should do 1o

exiablish myselt 4 . Their advice was thar |

2 pemn
shiould o abead and apply for citizenship.

Nonally to become a citizen in Australia you have t reside in
the couniry for e years, But | hac served in the Beiish ammy
eption o the citizenship rule
i of wesidence was required for cx

durig e War, and there was an e

wherchy only one ye:

servicerien, S0 | was advised 1o join the Ex-servicemen Association
tizenship. | did it exaerly thar way, and a few

months s ©was inviied 1 & nateralization ceremony, where |

andl the oy for

feceived my Austrlian citizenship papers.
wad
s now marricd o

Soon af
Recause sh
need far her 10 g0 thiough any waiing period. So my dear wife

1 applied for Rachel 10 become 1 clizen
Australan ciiizen, there was no

hecame a eitizen a5 wel

By nonw we could afford 1 have two livedin helpers because the
husiness was doing ¢
Now thua [ could get back 10 work and 5
1 could and. But we could not do 5o in our
present premises because they were 60 s
And
sore wit the e we were sl

wemely well, even better than we expecied
i ful days at the office,

e that we i 10 ex;

I, 50 we had 16 look
for 2 larger warehouse,

s we probably coud not do much

o, e shookd alsa st s
new lines

Mottel fully agrecd with me. He suggesied that we get inio the
manufacruring of clothing, which had heen his trace in Redom
befoe the War, Even though he had specialized in mexs clothes
there, he sggestcdd it we now make up ladies” lorhing, It was a
amuch broader fild and wit the lange variety of fashion articles on
the manket, there was much more room for profitailiey. 1 was iy
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ter by trade. the same as
s father
Shlowo never icd 1o

surprised st alhough b was @ p
vl fwino lecaned it the Zalehe
o this
m.Or perhaps he did try and

alter about two years of Lying

csablish himsell n that field in Rad
was usssuccessiul Bur T do kaow i
with Grandmother and my aust Hay
Fetier Haimel. they decided to ke o

s younger brotier Haim

4 to Palestin with thei

Hutle by Loy st = Biezer! This was nor very succeshul cither

They were in el Aviv for about 4 year, wheze Shlomo s have

fied o sl in his rade oo maybe in some orher business

However, they cecided o remm 1o Radom and Tive with

sandnsorher again and work together in the shap,
Father's youngest siblizg aud only brother, i, was only about

ars older than | and terefone we nsed 1 he quite frendly

him muctt tuore often than aug oder relive,
religions like
uite madern and did not dress fn

We wsed 10 se
excent Symeha Najnvan and fandy. Although h

ourwhole famdy. he we

Iradzional way ke Father dic Father ware @ long facke, not really

black but dark ey, and € had 0 be beiow the knees: and of

conrse e sonsnd black bt which was the tadtional head covering

o Jews in central Poland. Only when he wentaway for Folidays to
e country snea did Father uress Tike cveryone else, in 4 regalar
ke and normal Esshioned lat, but he would soc da that in

Radom because of what people would say. And apparently it was

rant o care abow whatthe teditional Jesish commurin

thought of you
1 remenber, for inssnce, whes the new produce margarine
gt his

reached Radom, Our mother

ineative pane buterlie iem. Besides vsing it for lrying, she

s served it on the e for Lnch, our min meal, So that we

would not have fo eat dry bread will our meat meal ansmore, we

could spread macgarine on . However, o die not take very long

o a o staried goin arousc st Movtel Kennsa bl

now become tifand b and his whole Fanily aie bread ard hute
with et which was an unforgable crine in Radom
Apparently. since we hiad an open osse, sonane who had
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the officals @l e cheder deciced 1o ke e whole s 1

per and have all the hogs fair staved ol 1 tad 1o o
moring with Tony b and came hoe in the afiermoon wih o

siaved head, so you can ust imagine how 1 looked and how

shocked Mother s e me. S ras o the chederand told e

all off shouting How dare yoi do this © sy lie hoy withou
asking my permission”™ Needless 10 say, they apologiacd bt we
bl o wai® for man months for sy o grow back 1o o full

glory. We ook a pictuse of me 10 show how | looked sithout bair

not o allow angone 1o do it anymore
The year 1929 stayed in my memory snore than any ochier vear of

hat peric be

use e memorable svents luppened Firaly, there

was some very bad news from Palesting sbo

e Aculs killing,
Jews all over the country. i L especially remernher how shocked
1w by the evenss in Hebron where all he Jews in Uit lown we-

massacred. And all this happened in the country whict | knew w

promised to s and where we alsady had an uncle and auns living
in Tel Aviy and where we dreanied of going o evenually be
we were all Zioniss and we hated the Poles and did nor inrend
it out our lives sith them. This was a tersible shock 10 all of s
and we conld not unders:

e hosw this was possible. Appares

there e for the

o safe pl ere i the word, not

nd. These events in Palest

Jews any

evenin the Promiscd |

Tasted quite
while, and all we knew about it was whit we reac in the fewish
newspapers.

Atthat time and right up o the outbrea of World Was I, there
ere two Jewish daily moming newspapers in Poland, Hetns and
Der Moment, and called Heintige Nyes. There
was ls0 a daily Jewish paper in Polish called Nas? Pracglud. We
sead eint exery day end got borh daily Yiddish papers on Fricay
for the weckend. From the lewish press in Yiddish we go

1 shtermonn pag

all the

news aboul Palestine because al those papers were Zionist
orferted. There was aso a Radom weekly in Viddish which was
e the Jowish News in

Inews o

called Radoner Kelcer Nyes, Tt was |
Melhourze, From 1

at papsr we gt all the

marriages, and deaths and olier Bappenings in e Jenish
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We really were very lucky taar se had them all i Jerusalem, and
whenever we went thete for the Uolidays we hiad them all around
s | must explain ot his point that Annte znd Fagat had decided
aifa back o o
longer insoived at the Technion. he conld run Tefron just 2 well
Trom ferusalent. s it sill reguived tavelling sround to the villiges

10 move from sl Decause sinee Higai was no

where the Factorics were and o tae office in Tel-Aviv, 50 they buil
a howse in Mevaseret Zion, on the outskints of Jerusilem. We
particuladly enjoved the garden around their hovse, where we
pent many ciys and hac many barbecues. fachel
apartment in Haifa ard whenever we went o Jerusalan, we s
at the ilion Horel

Melind also serted in Jenslen in an apatment not fa fom
our hotel, and Sranley's place was close by in Beit Hakeren. <o
none of us were very Far o each orher, On July 10, 1981, Melinda
and Shlowo had their frst baby, Mayan. Very soon after that. it

d Lsold our
yed

case
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only could the income fisell be fully guarsnieed becuse of the

repatie teninis, i consitent growth s beig shown a5

el
We Tound o theough our bawyees i this bank was o iaking
e prrelse forthe purpose of st blishing  prapery trus for the
1o facorporae it 3

besseftof e clices rather, ey inendeq

public company and upon Fralizing the pucchase, they would
selease the shares t the public. Bt they were planniag ta keep &

certaia pastof thens to

nselves for a short period, s they hop,

for an immedite rise In the price of the shares, whici they would
then sell at a profit They had already made full investigations

through top stock brokers and were given very posi
feedback

e had 0 wgree to one more condition hefore signing the de
We hac 1o fully guarantee that fr the next three years the incoric
on the propestics wonld rise by at least six percent per anauim, as
ey were going to quote this guacartee in the brochnre issued for
selling tre shares. We had a0 problem sgeeeing o h because we

Fad no doubi that this would be <o, Thus we came to 2

agreement, ard we set the date for siguing the coniract for
Noverber 15, 1995

This g

me crough time 1o ger over o Ausiralia o be present
for the signing

nd exchange of conmacts. 1 fele that s mush trip
woukd be a bit o much for Rachel, sa 1 decided to go alon snd
spend about o wecks there. Everything went as scheduled, as
this was a dea that had to benefit bah the vendor and the buyer.
The contracts were exchanged, with both sides very happy about
the achievemen. The next day it was publicized in all he
newspapers, as the bunk wanted the purcha:

o bicome publc
Knowledge so that ey would estabiish a frvaurable background
forthe elease of the shares  the pubiic, They called the company
Conntry Wid, und a few days alicr the stares started racing on e
stock onarker, theic value went up tenty perecr.

T not very happy zbout my mume

ing publicized n the
newspapers because up uatil that tie 1had alseays iried ( keep
vt of he public eye and 2o keep a very low profile, hut we could
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future lfe togethier

Luckily, Rachel aceepted i, s0 now we were cfficially engaged
and could anmounce it 10 our whole Family in Palestine, | called
Moshie and Sooriek and they were very happy about it Rachel and
ther t see her uncle znd sisters
and unicle and 1ol al of thera the good news.

Idecided 1o ke u few days off og

e my aw

Rachel
1o meer me. They becare very friendly and invited me for dinser
every day while T was there. A7 the same time, of course, they
seanted to find out more about me. They knew « shopkeepe, M.
Katz, whose store was across the road from their shop on Herzl

Aunt Pola uad Uncle Leibel Edelsburg were very happy

Sieet and e was also from Radom. So Fetter Leibel wenr to sce
him andt asked hi i he heard of my parents Mol and Tantshie

Korman, Accardi
Fetter Leibel, “IF this boy i 2 50n of those Kormans, go home and

i 1 what Rtachel told me lacer, Mr. Katz ssid ©

arab i quickly
best family in Radom!” That made the Edelsburgs very happy. All
they wanted 10 know now s when we were getting maried.
They offered o make the wedding at their house and said that they
would arrange everything.

We stll ud o see my Auntic Tobale and Uncle Moreel T took
ache to introduce her to thetn. They did not have o fnguire about

ause Yo are getting o a shiddnch with the

tacheTs family because they alieady kncor that the Tdelsburgs
ablished in'Tel Aviv. But they wanted
el was and i she was e rght Gpe

were wealihy people, well e
o know what kind of gl R
for me. Rachel wal | were i
10 parenis because they hid died when she was fificen: and i Thad
i, they were stuck in Poland under the Nazis and.
we Tiad no contaet with them, OF course our marmiage did not

very unfortusate position. She had

prents at that

depend on the opizion of our uncles and aunts, but i was the

decent thing, o do 1o make them feel as if they were stnding in for

aur parents

Afier we had the uliernaon tea a fhe Feldsiefrs, Auniie Tobale
tack me asice and sai,
since 1 can ell you that she will
e and mzel tov 10 you. 1 was hanpy

quite happy with Rachel, especizlly
st make any big demands, 50 20
oy s was also in
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Eremember how the story of Father's being sick with o stninge

salments went areund wona. and | don’ thiss thar out af 3500

fews i Radom, there was anvone who did not know

ot it
Whenever | would g dosn the stz 1 welk 1o the bk or sy
bther place. 1would et siopped every swo minutes by people | did
nol saow but wio apparently keew e, and evervone asked e

how father was geting on and whit e were doing ahout it

Lichily, s saddenty as the ouble st it aso Enisied by

ny wedication. Fathe:

itself wnd went wnay on its own withou

went back 1o nomal as i norhing ever happezed. and of conrse

ext bl appy nd eseited abous

B the whole town was glad o the people were telling each

other how Mol Korman fad fuly recovered snd was wack o his

ald self And sruly, very quickly e wen back o nomal in the

iy in the busizess il azound v

Anct what was normal (e Tor us in the sy 1905 i Radoni

From Monday 1o Thursday everything was s about the saire, We,
the Kids, usead 10 run 07 o ~chool, Father went down with Shinale
0 apen the shop, Mother woud seep in a Fitle and cone down
Tater because the momings were o vers hisy. Afer twa
al
could gt out uf the shop.

when we were bael fron: sulioo, we woskd Bave our main r

weether wih Farher nd Blothr it

sually did, It cvening we bl a ligh menl and that

which they
was wmainly individually becanse Faiher used 105 i3 the shop

gt wes 7 . Then be wonld come

830 or 9. alihough clos
and bring all the e
ot and cheek e and arrange for poyment. Some evenings my

st with bz sl s o 2 while s sor thent

bratiers wad Lwent out 16 The pierures or our paents kad visioss,
 beeause lunch was 30 he main meal ard
family  we lef that fon the Friday

Thisk that on Fridays we always had liver and pasatoes

e did o
night meg
Torluneis so

it would ot e oo much and we wonld be able to

fourcourse meal for supper. The Shabbat el was

tradiional. We akways ad gefilte fish. chicken soup with nocdlles,

i course, compote. e sith calke, We aliways sing zir
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Only very few got thraugh and landied llegally but successfully

As the offiial Jewish Agency leaders could ot achieve anything
Lechi uied 10 fight the Pritish 25 ofien a5 possible through
individual terrosist acts. Even thongh they ke they cou'd ot win
much, theiraim seas o pset the Briish and to annoy them as much
as possible s
and leave the country and hand over the governing of Plustine to
the United Nations,

We lived in 4 quiet suburban area
from time 1ot because Sarona was across the main road from
us, and it was the Biitish Ay headquarters for the Tel-Aviy
segion. Lechi always ried to pull something off there, the result of
which was a carfew for a day or o and sometimes threc. 1F the

that maybe they would get siek of the whole affair

we sil heard explosions

curfen was announced early in the morming, T could not g0 10 work,
because T coukdn's gt throwgh the main road 1© go 10 Tel-Aviv, In
those chses, | just stayed home and that was not so bad,

Bt more ofen the cunfew was announced during the cey whi T
s at work. All the traffic was stopped and there were no buses
£0ing © Givar Rembam, 50 1 had to walk. When I got closé to
Saroni, hadl (0 tepon that T was an sy way home o sork, unc
allowed 1o contiaue: but 1 had 1o walk with my bands up for
about ten minutes al along Sarona and 1
cemetery 10 get up the Aill 1o get home. In the Givat Rambam centre
we could move around relatively freely o do a bit of shopping i
necessary because there were no soldiers and no police, and armed
patols never went up there

I acktion 10 the touble we had with the Briist, there was also
alotof trouble with the Arabs, Fortunaicly, we were nocaflcied by
it pussonally. The danger was on the border with T
sural areas and on all the roacs, especially the Tel-Aviv-Jerusalem
sl To travel from Tel-Aviv 10 Jerusalem was 2 remendous and
dangerous effon becaise in addition to the acual problems on the
il at that i the main road 0 ferusalen went thronugh Jafa aad
thit niade it exen worse. All Kgged buses had sreel blinds on the
windows with litle boles to ook out, They avelled in convoys
topether with defivery tcucks and some cars. In the front and at the

ough Nachla Irzhak

ndl in some
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Secheres at e Techuson 1936

hiappy and so wese we and we had a very good relationship with
them for quite 4 Tong ime. ‘The preaching and the sesmons cid not
et s, but the tea and czke were of great help o make Sh
fel ke a really special cay

But something was heppening 10 my
increasmgly harder and harcer for me 1o ollow and keep upt As T
aleny mentianed. whes [inished math, algebra, geonezy, and
ar belrnd what

fudios, 1 was getting

siilaz subjects at our school i Radom, Twas v

they were Wacling at the Technion, and | cold never carch up
Rl The
b s mathemnatical genius. Ten one day Feydmas 10ld e

e appliec 10 my Iricnd Frycdman, but no i Godiom,

that e had el enangh and Fad decided 1o 20 ac 1o Kadom
hrecause he could notsee any future for Bimsell i continuing ac the
Technion. This came as a real shock o me, bt he was ripht
brecause it really was becoring a waste of time 1o continu, On the

other hand. Goldkom finished the cousse and hecame an eapincer
He then got 4 position af the oil refineries ard serled in 1iaify.
where he gor married and raised 1 faily. et b 4 fow tes
while we Tiveel in il in the 19705, Unforunicly. b les since
dicdl Prydman, who went hack 10 Radny, nuaeried Niusis Enlch
dusing the War. He was killed by the Nais. She survived and went
10 lve in Jsael

when Frydiman lefr, | ept thinking about what | was gaing ta
o, s the studies were geting harder al the time. Bu a1 the seme
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e bt el some o 1
echapics sworting on i
sl i St

U until that tme Tused 1o drok e, colfice anl s water. and
n Frcy night & quazer of o glass of kosher wine. In Radkom we
dranl Sicintelcs wine, who sas the only wine maket in o s
iada shop on Zerwmskiese Street All | kew ahout wine in those

e et ity St s o Al Sty

ey wrs that you made kiddush over 2 and i should e st but
B 1 et We also used 10 deink Beer in Raddom, which was

o
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shillings. w1 was getting, five pounds ten shillings a week. But
hat was ot so important because it was all femporary, just 3 way
0 spend the fist few weeks, as sl did ot know what I was
going 10 do. 1 had no idea how 1 was going to armange for Rackel o
come out 10 join me and how and what T would settke about iy
studies in Geelong
Although my cousins off
aciel o come to Australia, this could not work legally as  fouad
out after makiag inquiries at the Jewish Wellare lrwyer's office. My
relaives were only allowed 10 bring out a single woman but not
one who biad a husband already living in Australia 1 would be the
oty one who hadl the sight 1o apply for my wife, but since Twas in
the counry as a student and ot 4s @ resident, T could not bring my
wite 10 live there, so truly T did ot know what 1o do. Feankly, 1
would have lixed 10 give up the ides of stacying and setle down
and stare caraing some money, but this was also impossible
becase | bad gotten a visa 10 g0 10 Austwala for the purpose of
studing only. S0 1 realy necded some time o think about all that

red 1o amange an entry pemmit for

Hachel i Tel-Avit, wistiily
waiting 0 join me in

Australia, 1935

e
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Annerte, Staniey, and Melinda. 1951

© prepare everything. So 10kl Stanley thas | would be perfectly
1appy if he agreed to have his Bar-Mizzeah in 2 Libera] shue so he
would nor have w0 wark 5o ha id
that the service at the liberal s reminded him too much of the
church secvices he was attending at his Chstian school. He toid me
that he woukd prefer to have @ real Jewish syragogne service and
hat he did not tind all the time and effort it twok o prepare for
it

When the time came. Stanley did nat just zeal his section of the
sedr bt he replaced the official Torals
pershafor all those called up. Bucause e b s ot of relative
fiends at the Bar-Vitzvah service, be had 10 wad it i
beginning 10 end. and then his own hagior and all the brachor. e
cead with the perfect intanation and knew the tune for everything,
and the people n the Great synagogue could not blieve that a
young hoy of his age. who was ariending a Christian granmia

darin B Stanley refissed. He

e sl read the

from

e
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Drigrton area built a lovely synagogue just around the comer frol

vices very often.
v. the
¢ was buill, there were Jewish religious

our apariment. Even though we did not atie

it was good 10 know it was there when we needed it Actu

Services taking place in 2 litle church behind the apartment
buiding, 1t s called the Chureh of Chirst. 1t ad no crosses in i,
and the ch
Jews for Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippr. as long as it did not come
out on a Sunday, otkerwise they would have needed the clurch for
Uhemselves

The following year Rachel becane preguart again. TTis time, on
September 23, 1951, she had a baby boy. This made her very happy

ch memhers were glad o lend the premises ot 1o the

because now that we hiad a lirde il she really wanted 2 boy
hien Rachel was rowing up, they were six sisters in her family

and she always missed having « boy around the house. We decided

our sorn Yehoshua afier Rachils Gaber, and in Fnplish we

s i the name Stanley Henry (Henry for my Uncle Cliaim). The
doctor for this bith and Rachel’s pregnancy was the sume Dr
Liwenthal. We went to the sume hospital and we asked for the
same toom, nunber 18, and everything wen! s planned. We went
o fhe Lospital in the morming and | was again (0l 0 go Fome. So
s time 1 went to my office and ealled evéry couple of hours
Finally, at 4330 pm. T was told that | conle come now, as my wife
had ggven bin o 4 lavely boy, and mother ad son were doing

well

Everything was really fine and Scanley was  beautiful red-airect
by whe was mostly quite happy and satisfed when he got fed on
e, Nonmally i Ausralia e byt i araged in e hospial in
small room with oty the closest Fanily present and ro party 10
heciuse he

Bt it conld o be crganized for bim this wa

was b week hefoe Rosh Hashana, w0 his brith had 10 (i,
plice on Rosh Hashana. But on that iy the mobed could not travel
o the hospital e he could a0t walk there because it was 100
far

sanized with the Rabbinate 1o provide us with a special

senter car or o nugses 1o accompany Stankey from the hospital
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me that 1 had e

e things easy. He also said that he was going 0
teportto the Briish army office ia Tel-aviv that T hiad et the acmy
with  promounced health problem, 1 did not want to dispue his
opinian and to explin that i1 had ot rua up the Bl my heart rate

ad blood pressure would buave beea pormal.

remia, which bothered me

1 also asked the doctor about m
considerably, Although it caused me great discomfor, T never
ing ahout it He referred me 02
surgeon who specialized i that fild. Two weeks
rgeon and e told me that | should have an operation but i,
s L claimed, 1 couk not afford the time right now, then T must buy &
special belt and wear it all the time, except when T slept, $0 a5 10

seemed 1o find the ime o do

erTwenttosee

avord complcations.
Ufollowed the doctor's orders. And secing & wilh the bel the
ere, [ wore hernia bels or over e years,
wnil | really had to have i operated on. Then, afier having gotien

i wis o onger 50 5

sid of that helt T Feltlike & new person

There is, however, a rather bizare follow-up ta this sory. 4bous
ety years ater, in 1978, when Rachel and T were on a visic 10
Teratel, T suddenly stared to get strong peins in the lawer part of my
abcomen, cspecily when 1 ¢id ang walking, Someties the puin

weas 50 acute tht T had 1o sit dows on 4 bench or 2t 4 bus stop
he

ause 1 could not continue walking.

S0 0f course [ weat 10 see a doctor, te one who was in charge of
the medical centre near where we were saying. He was an

American and a very nice person, and | used 0 go to bim fron: fime

1o time for a eneral checkeup. When [told bin about say problean,

he did not even examine me but said that he fnew exacily what

was wrong, He told me that from is experience he knesy tat & lot
of Jews and Bz
sullering from. He said it was caused by an aliergy to milk, which s
called “lactose intolerance.” He told me that | had o stop vsing railk
i any form and | would be perfectly a1l Aight. 1ol him ha  raely
ok mill except with nuesi For breakfast and with the vecasional
cup of tea. Nevenheless. e said that from then on 1 should wse
soya milk, which tastes just the same but is son-

s in New York fad the sume problem that 1 was






index-409_1.jpg
e sroRy My

over sisry veuts old, ard Zeylek and | were in our nid-ities and
ching and nene

anyone w replice s, Not one of o

e sixties a5 wel

i ehildren was

nteresicd in coming o the business and eventually taking
espesialy when we woukd he gerting 100 old 10 rus it We were
open to e st of selling out € someone made us an oller

e wouldnl refuse, Dot the s we were oo big for anyene

oty 1o buy
I
Geneieve Panty Hose, fiad heen bought oul by = lirge Bitish

out.

roprions, For exanple. one ol oar compiiors,

concemn. They sold out for over six milion dollass and they

Fave o sty om0 mun i for the new o
Bt Zrglek came up with an idea Unat niight solve the problern

He sugesied T we find e Deight, ensgeric Jewish men i

ey wsenties sl offer el of thent 4 en pernt pameship
it i baing 1o put ang ey in. They would pay us for

theis sie from the accumuated acs
paniners and evennally toke over, they dicit o
they had 5o be the right people 10 1un the busin

prosics. S0 10 become our
e any money hut

ess. We

I ageeed

Anc 30 iegan the seach Tor ous paspective successors,

The frst candide wos Salrs sonin law. Sali. the wile of
Shilenels Salzberg, who kad passed siay over rvelve yeass before

B remareicd. Her husband s namse was Michecl Szen

sorvinaw, David Hasis, was marsied 1 her daughter Lily. He was

ualified acsountant working i e accounting fiom where he
iad been offerecta partnersiip. He was cniginally from Manchester

Englardl, and was i bis cacly twenties. Zeylek told us tat e was

very bright and that he biad ahvzys heen impressed by b during

e vaions canversatons they Rad over the vears. We presented
B witt our offer and he was quite esested. but e said it he
sl ke 10 think about i for @ e days, & man afier i ovn
heat, e was going 10 “seep on i1 That wes dleady @ good

sgn.
When 1 interviened David a couple of days bates, L explained to
it we would notwant Fim o do ang accoustancy work, only

seneral actors management. e woukl bave 10 walk asound the

PRTEN
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Brough all e cosmetics and put vy the non-Kasher aricles,
expecially e perfutes and e de colognes. They hadl 1o be
4, not
on

it subiect. vur bigeest Joss in siles wis when Easicr came ot

hidcen, as we were o loweed 10 sell then: duzing Pes

even ta nondews, as you are ot allowed to deal in aer

during Pesach for a very specifie reason, On Faster Mandby, the
G
. they ¢id it with e de

olies have a cxssionn of spraving each adher with water But for

logne. and we wore the biggest

sapplicrs of inespensive can de cologre in Radom. Hundreds of
customers used to come in 1o ask for & on a Monday in Hol
Hamoed and when we zold them that we had aone, they did not
Lichy we didnt want o

helieve us anc they could a0t under
sell it 10 ther
At the same Lo, Father refused 1o armange o feitious shiar

smechisof all the Benietzin cnr possession 1 1 norlexy, which all

Fact, in srael now there s a

relgious people did. 1
hiel i sells he entire hamer of the

couniry 10 an A for sceen days, But Tather did not like twicks,

coremany where the

el e considred this o be a sily wick and e dic nor swant any
pan of it
Genting back 10l the prep:

(ons forthe Pesach holiday. it wa
period for eventbody, and we all

l difficu

¥ wery exciting
appreciated the fact tht we had the sed

Fice ad not only onee
Hilke i Torael because alter ] that hard work and mushing around
and bing in e stop until the evening, e were all very tired and
falling asleep dusing the Seder an the st zight. Bt having had
omplere sest during i ot chy of Pesch, we always enjosed the
second Sedr hecatise we were refiesied

 could sing 2 ot and
atretch the Sedr even until midnight

For me, anotker exciing holiday was Sinicliat Torals bec,

All el hat it was a eclebrion for ehildren, and of course it was.
The fact s all she children received cardhoar (lags o be wsed in
shule curing the Hukafot gave them a chance to show off and s
displa 1t some flags were nicer than othess. Then in shule we
nsec 0 pt candles on cach Mlag znd o it un high, The best way

el ke s hole in

o put s cancle on the flag was o tke anappl
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hac 1 be elosed. but most of the Jewish shops would de |

thiough the back door on Sundays and Christian Lolicys. and

one posied outsid or

police. Qur shop was o0

& i seet, suiber T, My parents
started it off as soon as tiey were maicd.

My father's parents had a aberdashery and geners| mercandise

store ina dilferent zrea of 1own and lived in the sne building, a5
was the custom for all Jewish merchans, Because my

prandmotiers faher was the vieegar manulacuer and my

andmotier wis known e the essignichers dughen,” the

name they tedled under was not Korman, fnstead, there was 1 birge

above the font of the shop that red “The Vincgar Plice.” |ean
¥

sl rmermber hat near ke entanc
el o vinegar, with & mezsuring cup hangiag on a chain, Tiey

b shop they had o L

sold vinegar from the barels, even thaugs it was not at all in
keeping with the rest of

atber was growing ap, he helped o0 the shep. just as his older

the meresandise in the sore, When my

sisters did hefore ey got married, When e et and gol married,
s younger brother and siste ran the skop. Their mater fud becn
widowed at an early age, and she relied on her childzen 0 help her
My grndlacher fud died at forry dhie to complicatons arising from
incing of the: Zith
century, 10 have an appendix removed you had 10 el o @
hospital in W At tione. i

appendicitis. 1 those days in Radonn, an e bey

s, wich was about 104 Ky

was considered an entrmons distance, s they kept puing i off
Cuil it was 100 L.
Bl randanoher told me that when she was 4 young widan, she

had st irldren and hedl i take care of the family o
S st destgned 1

bassinet with e half circles s 1 basc. which she Kept on the floor

e shep

at the same tie and cou'd ot afford any el

ol the store behind the counier, W she waule

e by crie

ok the Passinet Back and forts withs her fuet while she served the
cstomers,

Asa youny boy, afier b and schoal i

8 complered che

Radom nndes Rassian accupation, g Faulies was busy running the

shop Thet was the only trke e kncw, so when be get manied lie
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Those years e the same level, never chianging o place of residence

or it business address. And they did not

o

e

fhe majority of the Jewish population was very pocr, 2

of them Tived below the poveny sandard, even though 4 large

miage were selfemployed s tradesinen such as wilors, shoe
repaimen, pariers, capenters, painiers, watchniher, caniige
drivers, and most of them made a relatively decent lvisg. There
were very few people in business ~ ie., means manifictuing,
wholesaling and retiling. The situation was probably different in
Wassaw but in Racom, out of 33,000 Jews, sbout 197

of this gure

were pan of funlies involved i business: but even they just

scraped @ lvisg hecuse they owaed small siores and e
workshops, 1 et were < level that could be
called

Tecanse of the wide variety of goods we offered i our store aed

profi:

our compuiive prives we established 2 very large and fahful
clicnicle, and we could always rely o1 our customens © heep
comeng back. The noriy of pur customens were Polish non-fens,
it we also hadl 1 steady mmber of Jewish customers who. by the

way, were mnch harcer o plesse than the nonsfews, especially

when if came o negatiating the fnal price of an aticle

Thete were no fsed prices in any fewish

op in Radlom, and he
customers swere i the habit of barginiog 10 get the hest price. But

e G mon-Jewish shops. prices were 2lways fised and no one

dared 10 hargain, This renunds me of our s

s through Hon
 the Clinese merchants and

Kong, where we bought goads fron
e b o bargaim with e 1 et he Chinese snd Uhe
are very much alike. Both matonalies are very bright, b

alent, husiness minded and, stasting from an cacly age, Jewish and

Chinese: sindenis always come & i their class When Jews

become immigrnts, they ahvays oy 10 advanee i e feld of

sin
Chine

<. Jooking, for opporunities. The same app

in Souheast Asia or any other couriry where they |

Anway, getting back 10 our store, Because we hiad an e
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W decided that hecanse we were not fully seiled. we should
iy to have any children wntl we were established and had
ahome in a place that we liked. 50 a5 not 0 be tao lonely
we bought a lile Pefinese puppy. We namexd her Pegay and had a
Tot of fun playing with her and watching her grow up.

s01

My brothers ard | niade numcrous inquiries tirough varions
cmational nd local insiutions o find out ¥ our futber had
sumived the war and i there was any hope of lieasing from our

mother. But there was 10 response for moaths, Then one day we
seceived 4 note from UNKRA (United Nations Refugec
Rehabiliation Association) informing ns that our Father il
survived the war and was sow lving iz Monich, Gerany, together
with b brother-in-lew Shiamek Zlcberg, I said that very soon he
would b able o wite to us directy. In the mezntie, we could
reply 10 this note through UNRRA hecause the sccretary wio had
weritien it knew Father and was quite fricndly wih him.

“This was the best news from Burope that we had had for a long
ough we hacl not heard ahout Mother, we wete 50
happy 10 know that our father and Shlamek were alive and well,
Our first thought was o immediately the Titish

ome 10 Palestine to stay
with us, It dic ot ke Tong before we received, thraugh UNRRA, 1

Aurhorities w0 obuain perits for them 1o

long letcer from Farher. He told us how he and the other workers in
the arms faciory in Radorm ad been deported wescwvard in 1945
when the Russians started approaching and Low, after long
marchies and some travelling, they ended up in Dachau

concentration canp in Gesmany. Soon alter their amival chey were.
Iierated by the Americans and when they were allowed 10 lave
the camp. they decided 10 sefle temporarily i nearby Munich. He
e

alsartold us how Shlmek had saved his ife on g vecoio

i b had been on his own. be would defiicly not ave
survived

They were coram that Mother was 0ot alive hecanse the ercie
transpont that lead been seat from Radom 1o Trebinka in 1942
perished. with not a single survivar. This was very sl news,

Although we hadt heen expecting i for a while, it had sll not heen
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other gifs, and of course she also broght the latest fashions from
Our mather always dressed more elegandy then
any vilier woman |en emeber, and she wa

Vienni for he

always ahead with

¢ latest fashion
She niever bought anything for hersell in Radon: bt ahways i
Warsw. And & she had 16 et 2 ress made by a dressmaker, the

0 come Trom Warsaw as well. Our prrents had 1o travel

nic
‘o Warsew guite often hecause all the supplies for our shop were

obtained fron wholessers and manulacturers there. So Father wsed
o travel 1o Warsow once & month for about @ week (of course only
Troum Sundhy 1o Fricky and o
¢ shop and 10 ok for somerhing new. Bur once
the
dchance o buy the

i on Shabba to choose all e goods

we needed fo

every few montls Mother would make the trip ad choose

s’ swenr supplies, Natually. it also gave
Tatest fashion for hersell andl (o the By
This was all par of our regelar way of ife, when noting out of

e ondinary happesed. But one day i 1934, Fasher knocked his
head against the vdge of the counter in the shop when be bent
down, s 1 sess, be developed double vision. The octors could
ot el im exeepi 10 suggest that he swear a pai of glasses wih

one eve blacked out so that ke could look Witk oty one eve, 25

bl eyes saw tings sepasately without coosdlination. This did not
fer. Then Father

help el ad the problen: did not get any e

went 10 4 spocialist in Warsew, but e could mot suggest much

either. In the meantime, things gol even worse because in addition

e doubie vision problem, Fter hecame very sleepy. As soon

st dowss the shop, e had 10 2

b upstairs hecause he el ived and sleepy. e woud lic dow
onthe coren and we wouls wake bin up for lonch, Then he would

Tie v again i the g, when he wet 1o bec S0 all, he

Sept nearly 24 hors i day!
We I the Warsase specilst come o see Ein 1o find out what
"

o, b g the response was il there w5 n medicine i
o hope for e bes
o sl The situation was & e worry 1 s all. el it el for

ndl pray 1t i would go wway
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will ot ey proflem * Anc s it bappened that Sumek continued
withs the shole group by tain from Vienn: through Hungary and
Bulgaria until they reached Istanbul

here they were exchenged for the Gennan group o Palestine

and having crossed the Hosponis, they continued by wain through

hiey reached the border of Pal

e, There
the Hritsh police came 10 ek the docoments They 2ot the lists
and found that 5

e, it hadt become the problen of the Briish. Wit shoud they
do? ey could nor leave him in Syria because the French
authoriis dhere sould notzccept him, and he hid 1o rght o ences

50 the only way ol was 1o take him nto inteenment to

amelc’s mame weas ot on it S0 just s the German

Palesi

Adits and then they would sec and decide what 1 do.

50 4s saon a5 Sumek arrived o Al be got in touch with
Moshe, who then gat in touch with me. and there 1 stond facing my
litdle brother. Thiad to think of what 10 o to g him aut of there so

hat we could be fogerher as three brothers. Well, the umy
wonldn't do anything abort it because T could see that they would
ot even let mein to be together with him far a few sothe
anly authority 1 conld apply 10 wouk be the Jewisi Agency in

tnuies,

et Jerusalern the nest day znd being & <oldier in usifor. |
aad no diliculty arenging an apposmcnl wih 4 person in
awthoriy. Tdon't ementher w0 it was but we had a long session
and Ttold him the whele story, but all he could say s the end was
dhat e enctld ot e e because the Biitsh would ot cooperte
with frem, and they were an v

b tezms with them wd

would be of no use for him to see them. | could see that 1 was
wastingg my time ard ©left i But walking out of his offce | s
the offce of Yourh Alya
place 10 o 10
There v
e the whol story. When | finished, she suid
vight pesson who could help e migh be next door, a
e in o see Mrs, Henrictis Sz0ld. who weas at that tme the
on in charge of Yourh Al 1 told my wiole

and | tougte Uhat this might be the right

woman there who received me very micely. 1wl

y the

s probl
e ok

Chairman or the

coie
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for me 1o artend 10 all the other problens of the day

Mot manufactuess that epiloy several bundred people hardly
ever scc the workers canying aut their johs. and they leave the
productan ma
invalved i it But Labways mainiained far pessanal arrenion 10311

agement 1o the foremen snd the specialists who wre

e details of what

pening in the factory is the best and most

efficient way of unning it. Hecause no witer how good your

managers are, you always notice with your awn eyes more things
than they do.

In order to inerease productivity and i
devised 2 unigue sysiem of work and payment in our factory. W

pai every worker the established wage according © workers

pire dedication, we

union rules. bul we also introciced a honus in all sections. 1 o
required, she
in amounr per piece praduced above that figure
We made suze that the

worker procuced 4 quantry ahove the hasic qu
ot paid 4 ¢

e quota was low enough for everyone o
reach, 50 that every gl was carning 1 certain bonus in addition to
her wages, and th

s easy to achieve, But in gt of the it that
the bonus was an incentive, everyone tried to work fasier and not

e e s they could get as lge a paycheck as possible a: the
end of the week. Most of our girs carned a hons that was as high
a5 the wage, 5a their pay was winually double what it would have
normally beeat: Needless o say, this arrangement suited thea sl 1t
weas so profitable For us because the wage and bows were part of

the lahonr expense, snd the etz Digh producrion was Iree of
overnead. management and seles expenses, so our production
costs were the lowest i the trade. and our workers”eamings were
the highest. For that reason we elways had a for of applicants eager
to work at aur mills

As an exarple af what 1 Jearned whik walking aronnd among
he working girls, T will give a simple llustzation. A girl who was

sewing,sice seams on lad
cwing f hey changed the delivery s
the goods 10 be sewn by her The srmamgement was that hefore she
i ou of i

sewn picces. She said that when there were only a few picees

bricfs ol me one day that she felt she
could doa lor more

ysterm of

s s they sent her another trolley full of
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only by Fairess. integriy. and honesty

Having established your arsied dfe on these healihy hases, i is
sl very important 10 remember fha vou must siow ot of

e and encoussgement and. most

ptience, e genle i
oportant, do ot st sprak but ke s conceried effort o lien so

hat yor will unders

i the odier’s probleris wad wil be able 0

Ip salke them.

Of covrse you have 10 ensure that yau will he avaikshle
whenever nevded s that you e be coured o1 provide help
¢ mast inpor
commiiments o ot tike precedence over your

nd assistance. It an that your business and

profision
marcizge and your
lie,

iy, 11

e sdhered 1 this principle all ny

There sre many more criteria and modes of hehavionr faat |
cauld menvion as imporant for 2 happy marsicd e, but 1 hink that
e ones | have cited are enough 1o esablish @ solid foundation
The rest s up o the individual in terms of how <o implement
them

Going one step fu
parents who would lie 0 do the best for your children, hring them
up 0 thar you will have mutval pleasure and joy with tem when
they are young and so tiat they will become horoursble fumen

e, the question arises of how do o, 2

beings whert they grow up?

1 have been tying very hard to think of how 1o nswer this

questi
anything t say that differs
schiieve 2 luppy married ife, All the rules for a happy and loving
10 the way of

bused on my experience of life, and 1 cannot think of

Fom what st wrote about the way 1o

atiuce etween hushand and wite scem (o apply
schieving 3 mutally satifying relarionship herween parens and
chiléren and, simuarly, berwveen children and theit parens,
There are no short cuis o cstablishing this relationship hecau
st a5 baby first learns 10 sit up, e 0 cranel, the 0 sand up

and then 1o walk, 5o the parents shonld adapt freir behavionr
taward the child in a way that is suitable and fiting for every
jon. And akincngh the child's requests or demands iy seent
unreascnable to the parcnts, they should sl be aiteaded o in a

05
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celebrate with the whole family st only our amnuel Chanukal
cion of my invoeent in Ausiclia

As s monw eally what you sighs call eized, 17ad Ios of time:
1o spead with the children and grandehildren. <nd we spent as
wuch of it topether as possible. We weat w concerts and operas
nd the theatre as ofien a5 v could. Rackel and [ trcd 10 ey
every minute of our life, and of course we would nol gise up

party but also the termis

travelling, except that we had no reason 10 ga as far as Austlia
angmare:
In June of 199

we ok 2 lavely cruise around Burape, which

O @ Medtenancan ciiise with Talf (lefl Noas and K15 - and the
captain. 155

sae
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ook wound for large supesmarkess anywhere i Astralia

preferably in rurad areas and not s urbus or suburhaa regions. The

Vil there was u success!

reason was s doing good busisess

in a subuiban arca, 4 comperitor would uaconbiedly open up

nearby, and 0 would have 1o share the sules. B

i the

country there was 1 store it was doimg wel, hen every body
knew that tere was no coom for anotker ane there, s there was
not enough population growth in the area,

Wi were very lucky 1o find exactly whit we were looking for
because at that e u new rule was esublished for all the
propenty-owning sections of insurasice companies, supernnuation

fund, andl tircancnt funds. They all decided at the same et
they did not sant 10 have on their books any properts beiow the

e of vy milion dollars, and what they owned at diat time
elov: this market pri
15 The right e for s shen we looked arond for insvestments
nd we were able o

teshould be put i for scle. So this was

nd auite o fow supermarkers and
erecliun-sized shopping centres at a very goo yicld, especily.
since we wete Jouking for mural arca propertis,

Bost of the propertics

we bought we did not even hive 4
Chance 10 loo

a1 because they were so far fram Melbourne and

arc 19 ger o, but it did not worry us becavse 1 1 buve
already mentioned. we only deall with the tenants Cole's and
Woolworth's. Theit leases were fully guamnteed and they were
long, term. extending into the next century. The mainicnance and
asic repairs were the enant's sespossibility, and the rent came in
adquarters in My
Sydney. In every lease the
1o the
salus, so that o any increase of sales, even those bised on in
anl;

fiom Cole's

el Wooloorh's buse i

@ was aleo a stipulation it in addition

i rent, we would also recuive percentige reat bised on

we would get addivon: | e

o climinate the problems with tenanis and constant vacincies
we seld all our office Blocks, By now we had 1 problemfree
investient portolio,

Tony Tontrayd mancging the shopping
centres whith i additional tenasis 10 the supeasker, This pave
w2 o o e 0 concentrate o the rusming of Kortex the way we
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In Rosh Pina they waited for me and we drove up o Kiryat
shimona, Along the way they gay

mea sa of guider

our,as his

was sy Tt n this are When 1asrived a1 the factory 1 was
oun

clficient. S0 4

shown 2

il 1 saw that they were very modern and quite

ler some bricl negotiations we armanged o deal
wherehy every month shey would ship us a container of sar panty
hose, which was very much like our qualily and lso close ( our
cost

“This worked all right for a while, but then we started missing out
on some monthly ships
naybe because they did not want to wainiain the price. I any
event, we had 10 look for another, more reliable supplier, We
found one in Carada, 1 had 10 50 to Montreal 1o meet with him, 1
svent in February, when it was the niddle of winer there. and

s, posibly because they oversold or

nobody warned me about how cod it can get, § was dressed i
clithes suitable for Ausilian winier concitions in Melbourn
where the coldest temperature dusing the day is 10 degrees, and it
might go down to 4 degrees at night. Burt in bonureal it was minus
12and really reezing, while indooss cverwhere it was overhiated
juet like in New York. | saw hardly any people walking in the
downtown stteets during the day except the ones wha worked
there. | was ald that because there was

elaborte underground
subway systen, there were a for of stores near every subway sttion
and people did their shopping down there without having (© come
out 10 street level

‘The name of the company that we hoped to do business with

Giltex an the ammer, M, Gilman, was a4 very sice Jesvish man
Wequickly canie  an agreemert of worthly deliverics of the right
quality at the sight price. Wiike we were having unch one day, T

cammented that it must be very comfortable in Morreal in the

a5 i is probubly never 100 hor. But Mr. Gilian told me
that the summer conld b quite npk

sant because in

wouniryside there are a lot of mosquilccs and lage aua
other insects that peser everyone. So | thought
were in Melbournc. where we have 1 modente el right
dhrough the year wilh 4 pleasant winier, heautifl spring, and

pites of
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my pareats bad the shop., attached 1 which was

sich, bat we did have s sncaor

Kitchen. We lid e brivoor

wilet and cald running water. 1 remenber S iy e

prandmorher st Fad beter convenyiences heciuse s buit

Hater date. I was ot in the centre of wown, while we bad 1o i in

wore ceninal boctian becanse of the sor

fay farher's mother's it was in 4 worse sitssion than o
b
it
common oallthe Fats. and they had no mnning siter. T remenr
thatin the Kichen there was o |

wse although it was 2 bit arter away lrom the cenie. it was

carlier daie and the wiers were i the hack yard

ach on whiclt s100d fous huckers

of water which bad heen drawn fion: e well in the back yarc
They

o sewer,either, while we already had a kitchen sk and

sl sinke in the room with the 1ot Bur summer or winter we
had

use cold wazer, and apparenty W wis quite scceprable

T b0 semember that on many occasions the waier froze i the

mipes. espeialy during very severe wirters when the tempera

dronped 0 15 degrees below zexc. Sinee the wires pipes were

e huilding = e date, certsin parts of 1rem were

elerients, On tiose occasions we L the services

o wellknown pessonaling i s ramed Tent: Lei, T waer

camer, who was sqipped wih 1 woolen voke s
shoul

i by wires a cach endl, W

with 2w buckets hang,

the Frose, he was @ very husy man; therefore, i was

extremely dithicul far muany people o have bins deliver woter, Bug
ecause he fived i the hack yard bubind our building, we had o

brater chinee of getting hind than people in cher buikdings, His

adying tde Lecatse although no 2l buillngs in Radons
AN waren i those dags, st of the s in onr e did, o

Fetsl L was scami-resired and waited for (reering weather 1o do

s said hefore, the shop was aa

e o our i, s it ook up
arge pactof it bk s bout ten years old whena font shop
i aur building hecar down, My
v their shop downstairs. As « resul

vacant when 3 drug store clo

parens ok it over
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and scarting off. Aftera few days we got used 1o it and didn' hear it
aic, "How:

anymore. But whenever we had wisitons they always

can you siand i But we did not hear i any wore

cavse after 1
while we simply diddit pay attention to 150 now e were going o
move inro an apartment on Nepean Highway, which was 4 very
« with contimious traffic day and night, but | knew that
although it might upset us for the frstfew days, we would get nsed

busy =

o it and would st bear it anymore after a lule while

Afew daysafter we moved in, 3 coug
us that they were buying a ground oo
they would like us 1o show
They were Fua and Cec G

ame 0 sce us. They told

pariment next o ouss and
it 0 them, as we had the keys then.
that U
wer going 1o he aur neighbuurs, Ulkmitely, we became liilon

odiman, and we were happy

Srinds, They were Auntie v and Uncle Cee 1 our children, and
we became Auntie Rae and Unele Les to their children. Eva was

also going 10 v a baby i another three monchs and they 7
their lat where we did, and that was @ very lucky comeidence
They were n0t ust friends but more like Fanuly. 2nd that eventually

lics as well

applicd to s sisters and thei

2
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marrieulation
spapers came
o about bis

exams were p
ooking for him, rying
phenomtenal success. Ra

Mk

2w NEwS

Stanley Korman

goes to the
top of the class

sults this weelk were exciting
ors, a second class honor, and a pass.

Sty mates e beadlines
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he anl thing 1 i not ke

STl A s e el

The tempertures there were below the ones T ad gotten

used 6 the eser the iy made e estremely unpieasant

he nights were very hot, withont # breeze, as conpured w e dry

i we had in Al Sultan witl the cool brecze in the er
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o cand nay e s Sy e sprs cart i front of wir
wpurient. 1901

Now back to business. Wi
gt direction and we continued 10 row. we wer: approached by
the Licherm
mentioned the Lichemuans before. They were the oncs we bought
the ladies” second-gmde stockings from about twenty years belorc,
and Jack Liebermian was the one who bovght Faz petrol in Istacl
iy 19505, they had established

 brothers wilt 4 proposiion ta buy us oot | have

hemselves in the testile trade in Melboume: Taen they bough out
Kolorex Hosiery in Sydney and became our biggest competitors in
his feld From the G we sared procucing hosicry «
compeiive prices, most o the other hosicry manufucturers had ©
close down and by now there were only five Fosiery mills (e in
Aol Hesices s, dhere was Kolorexin S
in Meloure-Hilion. Andersor, and Genevieve, Jack Lichermn
Pt e that iF he bought out Kores. it would pus him in 2

eney and L

cuothers

stronger position 10 compete with the thice orbier nanufacturers in
Melbourne. So they stérted to negoriate with us. We finaly agrecd
on the purchse price for the mil, excluding the uilding
figure close to four million dollars

 for e

We amanged @ sctlement meeting wilh Lwyers present from
both sides in order 1o b sble 10 sign the agseennct and work our

s
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(Sabba Les)

The Story
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Oitr aparimens o Diskin (extreme lff fosrer) i Jerusafers id its
Wt Coast bnterivr. 1985

Ziggt, and Hagai was o on his own. The sew g faclorics were in
wariows locations around the couniry, and the main curting,
picking, and administration sectors were in Jesusalem.

Betry was busy being e aceompanis: 0. well-knowa Jerusalenn

e
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inderwear and kniwear took up only 4 small section of the floor
and the rest was cmpry. But | knew that it would not ke long
before it would ger Filled up with our new products, Mottel went o
look around for fabric and for the best and most reliable
makers-up, and 1 strted looking around for sigling and bought
saaples that would be suiabie for copying and modifying, Tiere
again s our prices had o be cheaper than anyone else’s because
have good

wee were stters and unknown in this section, we had
ualityfabric but simple styliag for daily wear, Bt the product had
w be atctive as well. S0 even though 1 bought expensive
saanples,our plan was 10 simplifythem and make them easier o be
produced but just as appealing as the expensive ones

The fist lines we produced were ladies” skins and slacks. Our
star-olfperiad was the winter season. and whatever we made was
sold for immediate delivery. We could always sell more than we
produced. It was not difficul 1o increase production because, a5 |
explained belfore, we were not actually manufacturers who are
limitcd by the space they take up, the mumber of machines they
have, or by the number of people they can employ. Our capacity
was unlinited. All we had 1o do was buy more fabric and send &
Ut o more factories (o make it up for us. We had many factories
working for us already, some even producing exclusively for us.
We cven lent some factorics money 1o expand their base of
operation so that they could produce more for us

As T also mentioned, our great benefit was that we had an
unlimited capacity fo produce any quantity we wanted without
having 1o buy « single sewing machine or witout employing @
singie person for sewing. In addiion to that, we kaew the exact
cost of cuck item before we even stared to produce i All we had
0 know was the price of the yardage used per ganment, and (hat
was established before cuting the Fabric, and Mottel was very
experienced in this field. Then we added on the price we paid the
makers-up for each garment they procuced for ws. The only
addiional cost we had was our storage and distibution cost,
swhich were mirsimal and Fully controlled by us. T terms of our owa
quality control, our prerequisite was that anyane who seorked with
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ratler than 1 Rachel go
Tsnsel ont her owa, where she could see her two sisters Batya aad

cel the tip etiely, | sugaestcd o

Bellz andl spend Pesach widh them, She did that and she enjoyed it

very much, In her absence, 1s
1 Suniek and his famill. When Rachel came back,

insisted thiat swe go 10 el together as so0n a5 possible

ayed with the clildsen and spent

Pesuct w .

she said 1 woud enjoy ivery much. Lagreed with her. of course,
but 1 had to put th
AL home, we remined on 2 very friendly fanuly basis with one

ip ot for at least 2 yeur

late father’s widow. Bven thougl six years had passed since his
death, we visited her very often und she came 10 see s every
weei end. The children called her Nana sarm, and f
called her Auntie. This relationship lasted for many vears uniil she
assed away about fwenty
o helpful in
what a happy fife she gave our fuber for the few vea

hel and [sil

e years Lier Tler granddaughier

Sitnane wi king cace of her, and we never forgor

were e They never
&
every day. as did Sunek znd his Fandly

any arguments or any

hel arel 1 and the children wed 1o enjoy visiting them almost

When 1966 came along and things were seited a the factory and.

everything was all right at home and Annete was already sixteen

years ol and in her last year of school and preparing for her
ind | decic
ted 10 take three months off and

ntriculation exams, Rachel

o take our trip. 1 was

st hefore Pesach and we wa

spend some time in Tsrael and then have a holiday travelling
around Europe. We were very lucky 1o find 4 very nice Jewish
houscheeper who moved into our house o sty with the childrn
while we wee away. So off we went on our izt overseas tip from
ustrala atier pinereen years

I was really a lovely tip. We spent Pesach in Jerusaler wirh
Rachel's sster Baya and her husband Chaion and their children
Shuki and Hawai. and with her yo
saye for i while in Tel-Aviv with Voshe and his two daughiers

1 sisier Dells, Then we

Dorit and Daphaa. We then toured around and visited every
pussible place from aorth to south. Tor the fist time we really saw
the whole country. We enjoyed it so much tha v

decidec
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started looiing around for & soom. We found a suitble ane

on Nuclumani St nunber 43, 1 was @l thar helonaed 10 0

Hungarian woman, Vs Farkas. She b

1 one grosup son 1

with her, 5o it was a et place with no chiidren, She was very ice.

il saie e could v the Kitchen ey tine we swanied a1 1o feel a0

hotrie, We believed it we lial done e right thing by me s o

becase we felt that Tor osr s and inche who had no ¢

excent their adopied daughter, it st v been hard 1o have 1

additionsl pecpic around,
We went 10 it them e often and s that we did ot have
Shabbat mectings and meals with he Korran

ere almost every Shabbat, Bt sor

nymore, we went

times we woulkd g0 10 o
Kosher cestaurant tha v

s open for fhe publics convenicrce on

Nachmani near Allenby. You had te buy tiekes for tie med
e shabhat

seney had a lot of ouble with the Brivsh Monda

o, But s the

Authoriy and there ws hardly any coops was

progressing and the news coming from Pokind was

g o

1nd worse, the Juwis:

v realized tha they mus show e
effort of the Jews in Palestine 1o 1y 1o fight the Germpns snd sssist
the Allics in defeating the Nazis nd sive any Jews that could scll
he saved

m Genman sceupatian. So Liey care 1o o agrecment

e Briish <hat they would offer sne wsits of volunicer men
and women 1o help thent in the war et uncer British cornzand.
When'this was setled and publicized, there was quite o good
response Irom fhe young peaple all over Paksine

When the Rrst unit was formed

ey went through u et

fer which they were sent ol 10 Greeee o help

defend them against the Geran and alian invasion. But by the

time thie ship was approaching the shore. Greeve was wrendy Ay

prepied. 5o they were redineted @ Grere, which wis o triish

colony and sill e, As soon as they sertled there the Gemans,
3 toitack Nowh Alrica, & nCrete. Alier

shon resstance. the Gemuns ocupied thiwhole iz, The o

i were o i

o Palestine. together with e Braist onc, surtendered and were

ke prisorcrs. and l Trose Jewish oy were prisoners af i
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Ko and was i eharge of e Ahi Sultan stion
'

5 mone than a vear there aad fron: what [kaow, iGwas the

place in e Egyprian desert. When there was i sandstornn in
Al sulia, it s sranger then i the other piaces d been o,
e easor is probably that the station and our living quarters

were o bit farter away Fom the Suez Canal and the sweet water

carl than e ol desent an all

fons. Being surrounded by

sids, there was appazently o sand 1o blow around. The ares

ot quise flzn and there were sand dunes in varions places. You

gor used 1o seeing the dunes and you knew whese they were, bt
3 day sandstorm when you came out from your teat in the

the andseape was changed and the sundhills were in

different places.
The A
of much impos

Sultan station was o verg small building 1 had not been

e efore e wa, but during the war with 3 ot of
traffic and soldiens moving

ng the Sues, Canal, it

inportant station because it was about haliway etveen Pors Said
and Suez, So the Braish set up « masshalling yard there and a repaic

workshop for any breikdowss on engines or (i cars, a5 well s 2

watering station for the steam engines. Only now do T wonder

e water casie from beca

oy ol tand it

weas quie clean. 160, But 1 aever thoughit about it 3t the time we
were there. nd ! really don't ksow. Magbe it came by pipes from

water eanal ant was cleaned and purified because i
i 4 specil tent
provided will 4 shower head. OF couse they were cold warer
showers only, but that was perfest because the temperature
gt or i, and etk abase the tent was waming ia the sun
amyway
camp and they were kept clean by the Arab cleaners

There was 2 unit of abaut 20 RE ritish mecuais sttioned
there,and they tock care of the workshop and lid

the swe

good enough o drink, and we had shoy

The tailers had n0 water, but they were farther out of the.

——
in charge of then 1 was the only Jew from Palestine. and 1 was in

eharge of the office and isalfic contzal. 1 got on extremely well wilt

hose Braish soldicrs

d in o very shon ime we hecame: very
friendly. Andl o of course we had 1o drink together
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soon, it was just 1 matter of organizing things. | was not du for
Teave yer but 1 applied 10 headquartes for 2 five-day leave urder
special consicertion. When Ttold them what my reason was, | was
ranted leave imnediately. 1 2ot on the st available train and after
meeting, Moshe in fel-Aviv, [ weat up north o Atith

When 1 amived there, 1 asked the D
¢ my brother. They would not let me, even thou

s guarcs o permnit me lo

g0 in and
was asoldier and was ia uaiform. But finally they sid 1 cauld see
him and talk to him throvgh a wire fence. Sunek told nue the whole
sory of how he went 1hr
I
were gettng along | promised him it [ was sure he would be
released withiz @ few days and that whea | ¢

the war and how he was able 1o

wve Radom and cone o Palestine. He told me how our parent

ame back to see hint
ext time e would be leaving with me. We talked for a few

ours and 1 found! out th true story about how e was for Jow
under e Nazs and wany details that could not have been
asalable for the newspapers

s we alreacy kaew from M. Stller's leer, Mother had arrived
safely in Poland just when the war broke out. As s wasa few diays
Tate i coming and the Fanily had no nevws from her. they were very
worred. 8t she suddenly tumed v

I everyone
she hud finally arsived. There wis no actual war damage in acom

that

because there was no fighting there nd £o boniaing,

i the
touble started when the Germans aceupsied the town s
issing all kinds of new laws and restricrions against the Jews. As
g was not sa b

sturted

usaal the Reging

and everyone ot skowly used

160 the sew way of lfe, accepring s noal because there was i

ler wrote, Mother tried

seag o, Exeept, g Mr I the time to
el our of the country. providing she could take Sumes with her,
but there was no posshily.

The first and biggest shock came when all the Jews wore ordercd
ot of their homes and bsinesses and were fransferred and locked
up in a grerro, But even then il our fanily sel in an empry
lat of the Fellseins, which was in the cenire of the ghetto. And
e ssarted the e of selections of Jews for expulsion, for wo
autside or for execurion. People who kaew how to pet organized

e
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it would be up fo us to explain o both children that the church
services should luve 5o influence on then. And

e could see o problem.

Lverything was goirgg very well, By now we had two eass, so
Rachel was it independent, and we bl « very regular life witk
o problems. Butshen all of & sudden we found out that Father was

very sick. Le had stomach cancer

sweatmen: helped, and b had

10 be operated on. But even afier the operation, | was told

there was no hope hecause it had spread 10 the Liver and other

organs. It did

¢ ke long and Fatler pased away. He was 61
year ol I was Hicen years alier the War ended, so a5 4
cansolation we could have rationalzed o onrsehves thet he had
survived the War and biad b iven 4 i of Fikeen years. But it
was sl very s 10 lose i

Wi very strane fhat @ few years bier Shlmek died of the same

¢ sige. being n his fiies. Although the
dactoss don't helieve: it 1 think whar conld have brought it about
was the way of ife they led in the concentestion cumps or maybe
the faod there. We will never know for sure, but it seeried 1o e 10
be more than 4 coincidence that horh Father and sShiamek dicd of
U same discase 50 soon afier cach other,

When 1 called Pinek Korman and told him that Tather had

passed away and ucvised Fim about the fuseral, be told e nor o

order a burial plot because he had bought twselve places in @ row
reserved for all the Kormans, znd he wanied Father o be buried
tere <o e would be togerher wih the other cousins, [ was very

touched by that airangensent and 1t Ut it was very Kind of i

1 be so thonghitul. Unformunarely, Pinneis dicd three vears later of

aheart artack while on 4 vi

10 Sydney. He was only 52, e e
s the e ome 10 he bured there

A5 1 gor buck into business and got ivelved in the caily
operstion and all the day to day problems, 1 began w feel that we
had seached the peak and it was getting harder al the tme. We got
used to making up simples four times

u year, but his was ot
ot
something new?” And har was lor the purpose of fighting

2 pury e

enough anymore Clients kept asking all the e, “Have yo
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the story of my problem. e sold me o tabiets,

st thiough that bt night 21 the hotel quie casly. The next
moraing T moved out and seuled Ino my roor in $1 Kiléa qd el
that now 1 aleady lived i Australia, OF course nar tre way 1
wanted 10, and not under the
with Rachel o

beginning and 1 had 10 plac: what 1 do and how 0 progress, So |

hest canditions. and sill sl

ny thousands of miles away, by

it was o

decided that for the next ey days all T would do wouk be o weite
letters to Rachel and 10 Father, lears al abow. Melbwurre, think
about hos 10 progress and which say o g0, and figure out  way
10 st malking arzangenenss o bring Rachel out here.

Firstly | must ot forget that | came there a5 @ s, 50 | would
actually have 16 move 1o Geelong and spend three years studying

10 become 1 iextic engineer. Bul the acadenic year did not st
until

arch 1, 1948, Seeing s 1 lad amved carly. Tstll bad abos
thice and 4 half months before 1 would begin my sudlics.
herefore, | could spend those: monihs in blelbourn
o o that 1 conld spend diat perivd et some sioncy and

o ger

setting acquainted with I in Melboume, which I considercd t b
me. Legally | had oo problem working hecause the
college was sl closed, 50 1 could tke on any kind of job 1

our fuue b

wanted
In the aest few dags 1 found out that thers w

hortage of
Habour in Australia and tha there was an unfimited number of jobs
dlable and not enough people 1o fll them, 1 also realized tha
rttime 0 ke on 1 job hecause | would pet paid
for all the holidays coming up fike Chrisimas, New Years, znd

his was an excl

Australia Day (alihough T mised out on the horse racing holiday.
Cup Dy Teauld
1w om0 sty Lexile engincering, | ought 1t Tshould ke
on a1 foh in a textle faczory. Ancl if this was so then why not in @
Jerwish eile factory Bt 2 1 did nof knose yet which factories
were owned by Jews. | went to get more information. from the
Jewisl Wellare Orga

They were happy 1o see me again. especially since | was not

getufob insny shop or store or Factary. but since

mization,

for any financial suppor. They 1ol me that there were
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religionss fanaucistn. 1 would never bave believed i on Skabbat
iy o Drother would put on 4 loag black caporta and 4 round
Bl Jewwish it Bt thtis ho Ve walkeel o dhisewit
dressed nommally during the week, but he started 1 ove:
Kitehen to make sure that everything was 100% kosher. Personally |

s e

e the

did non ke it and. knowing Moshe's esaracier. 1 could not believe
that he could e so influenced by a eacher and T had many

arguments with bin

osbe ditring bis relfaions phase.

Mother sl Father cid not ke it either, and they e v
surprised hecause by now they had accepted the trend of
mocdernization and this was a step hackward. which did not thril
them. However, all this took ahout s months, for Moshe
sucklenly decided 10 give it up and went back ta naral. But he
severted back 1o such 1m extent that he beeame even liss religious

[N
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College. The routine was quite easy. as we siaried at 9 a.m. and
finished by 2 pn. five days 2 week, and we had Swurdays and

Sundays free. | got involved in the studies and 1 quie Bed it
because i was & Geld in which 1 had 2 fir bit of experience. |

enjoyed learming more andt more about textiles and widening my

Knowledge of it because [ wes sure that in the end this would be
imy Putuse trace. But ©had not quie made un my mind that | would
et mehow 1 elt

it racher than becoming 4 163

y spend the next three years there because S
engineer myself, T should get

into the textile trade and enploy some textile engineers,

Fefore | had left Melovme, the Komuans made me promise
e tac 1 would come in Trom Geclong 1o <eo them at least on
weekends because o it they had goten 1o know me. they

didn't want to miss e, S0 1 kept my promise, Most Friday
slternoons 1 would take the train 1o Melbourne, which was only 2

ane-hour ip, We would spead the evening at Abraban Komuan's

meeting phice. afer having had dinner st one of the familcs
Then 1 would go back to their place o sleep and spend the next

day with them as well. T ahways went back 10 Geclong e Saturdey

afterncon to spend somme time with the friends 1 ad at the

ollege.
some of whom came from Palesiine and some that were bora in
Australia. And on most Sunday momings Pinnek and bis wife and
daughter used t come t Geelong to spend the day with theic son
wr School, and 1 was

ack who was bourding at the Geelong Gra

invited to join them for an aftermoon picnic

The last week in March | received some very good news fron
Rachel. The iravel agent hecl amanged the 1rip for her and she
wanld e leaving within 4 week. She was to travel on her Polsh
 there wauld be a seat
e me

choslovaki

passport as 2 louist 10 C
available on a plane gomg lrom Lydda 1o Prague. Th
about her chances of

very happy becanse | was really worried

leaving, Palestine. 1 id not care where she was going 1 be in
utrope as long a5 she gof out in fime. A few days lrer [ reccived o
telegram from her saying that she had acrived in Praguc. As this was
ust @ day before Pesach, she would stay there for a wees. The

Tewish community was very helpful and they amanged for her 1o

“0r e
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Setter fromn e Minister of Iomigration 1945

Do tr. Symorts,

wotaston Lo Smatn
FU e e
A ok b vas oriELetiy

1) o teeus

ot 1, ety

and worked 24 night asd progressed extrencly well in my snudics
and all the exams, a5 | sromised Me. Symonds that T would he a
good student and wait patiendy. And then Septenber came and |
recived a leter fram Father saying ih

ey all wauld b seiling
from Marscilles n France on a ship called the Derna, which was
reserved for that group of people who had waited for more than
vear fora chance to get to Australia. Fe said thar Shlamek and Sala
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That broken tuth &
Fuentualy 1l 10 bave it pulled out, but no before 1 broke
another front o 1 wis s an i picee of plywood in
wondwarking chiss when the blade Droke and the saw jumped up
and i sy o while 1 vas bendhng s 19 see W1

AV e ot o Ui T quie 1 Ty,

wing pai

doing.
Having lost the barger pant of my oer front ool and sporing

i gap i the front of my mouth, 1 ad oty pieces of reining
oot eatracted and replaced with a small bride

There was another sncident when Mother did go 1o schoal — or
e chedder 10 complain aout what they had done 10 e, bt
Ut happencdd when §was five years okl 1 had long bionde tuir

ke s i an e that tione kids wore plaged by @ e epidenic, so

Mosbe and | ajier my head was sbared
Feiness which o i met)
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the same thing happened in Hong Kong o theic second
sapover

Evennually te plane assived in Melhourne, It was the st fight o
Essendon (the local Melbousms aizport) that brought in forcign
mmigrants. so there was no arangenent or custors o passpost

inspection, but they camied aut some son of provisional checheup.
Alter 4 few minutes Rachel and | were wgether. alier being
separated for nealy a year and a halfl I kad heen a diffcult period
with many problesns for borh of us. However, s Shakespeare said,
Al well that ends seell

Now that we were together again as husband and wife, we
would soon forget our painfully long separatior:. Being, so much in
love with ach other, se were certain to huve a happy and fulflling
married life

u st ffictal photogeaph after Racbets aptual in elbourae
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My oo, R, 1927
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constantly bappy and full of jokes, reul Ausies, and time
by very quickly. Then we arived ir Ercoale, which i e
port ity for Pert: in wesi sl and about halfan bour away.
So1 went oft o Perth and checked in 4 hotel there 1o find our
e | oukd comtse my travels in order 10 arive in Melbourne

ctualy, Melbourme was my destination not because 1 had
velacives there but becatuse §lad selected it after | had sucied ihe

climate conditions of al the Australian cifes. | knew thit Pert had
dry conditions bu also high remperature: Brisbane in Queensiand
s hor and very humics Sydney was 101 50 hot but very huic,
and Hobartin Tasmania had the caolest and muost pleasant climaic
but it was « very small town with litle opportunity. The most
moderate climate was in Melbourne so thet is why I chose it Butin

any case, 1 hal o gt 1o Melbourne because my oficial desdados
was the Texiile Victoria
about an liour away by i from Melboume.

The next moring T went to find out how 1 could get there and T

ollege in Geelong in the same. st

was told that there were 1o ways — either by plnc, which ook

about 4 172 hours, or by train which took five days. 43 11
yet lown on a plane, T thought 1 might as well &y o fly 10
Melhotrme, so | went 1o two aiine offices. A both TAA and Anseit
1 g0t the same reply, tht 2ll pl
days because on November i there ws 1o b the Melbourne
da

s were booked for the rext ten

Cup. That heing the most impoctant horse race i the counr
Australia were
going theze andl [ had no chance of fying o Melhourse for about
0 weel

Wel, that did not worry me very much because | fured [ could
0 by tain, so [ went 1o the milway starion o get & ticket. Fnt T wais
told the same thin,

public holiday i Melboune, people from all ov

— sorry, all twins are hooked for the next weel

riin, you nust have s reservation for a

and you cannot st get on
berth because

20 have t0 sleep on the tain far five nights, so you
must have o space allocated for you under your nare. But the
cashicr saw how upset | was and Tiold him how [ had simikar
problens all the vy 10 Austiali, but 1 hoped that at least ficre
everything woukd be al right. He said that everything would have
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schiool. and for me my bt vear in Poiand, as [ wis 1o be the fist

pioneer ol o family 1o go t Pale
Fomily 1o in me. In the meart

1 succeed in the exams, and Lan proud o sy that Fon ih

e and wat or the st of the

me my iends iz | studicd full

whale clss of boys and grls. o one failed, Vet our exams were

sticter then i the Polis govemment school, eing @ private

sciwol. we couled not b flly trested by the Fducation Depasanent,
sothey sent delegates from the Miisty 16 supervise all our witten

ind take part in the oral tesis

There was actually s certain benefit o his arngenient. Becuse

o she miniserizl deleganes pre

e e dble 10 get our cxam resulis within a day, and we could

el Kriowing tha we passed, When thus was all over, we sil had

anciher serics of e

e exams i the Hl

e sabjects, such as

Kible, licrauice

prammar, and even for this e had el 1o
o the testing, Ustll semerber his name = D Tartakower, 1e was
from 1

fewish community Boanl of Education. probably feom

arsanv. Bul no one was really worried abont those cxanss. The
stuc

s et Saew heir Hebrow subjects were sure that they

would prss. and the ons that did not know did ot czre hecause

ey did nat need i for any practical purpose aayway. In facr, even

the certificate with the resuls for those esam

S0y July 1935, sy sehao ey were over and our far

realy 10 50 awsy for die summer holidays, W s

for a couple of months and enjoed the counrry i
alter all that lension. We decidec 1o v the arra
ip o Palestine vnil afer s r

ements lor my

ned 10 Radom

Bt when we gor back, e chagin siated: Rosh Hashana, Yo
Kippur. Sukkor. 5o it was 100 b 1o think about apply:ng 1o 1
universis i Palestine becase the school yea started i Octoner
e e bl ot macke any plass. In ang case, my mother thought 1

s 10 young o travel 102 oreign country aloe and stay thes
3y v She thouabt it woukd be better i saited ul Februay of
e

yer when she would go for her anmal trip, el then we
sneld g0 togerher. Mother would

e able 1 rodies me o

cize
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T Tl aboard thee ship was faiy good and # was all Kosher
so there were no probleis of any ki

1. o of the el o
very eiendly, and the sl ip ook Tess than 1 weck, When we

stopped in Jaffa, we went through

wssport contiol an bouzd e

ship and for the fisst ime. [ suw Arbs dressed i Faney slaias,
same wore Arabian pants with @ birge voluminous part i the
center. It was all very colonrinl and very inicresting, especily the

mound sed hacs that neady every mun wore, with il Black
i

on the sie. Snce Jeffa had ns facilies for ships o lanc

port, we were offloaded 16 shore or sall bogts
Finally we g0t 10 my uncle and aunt Feldsieiss apmnmment in
Tebaviv on Sheinkin Street coner Feierbierg on the second Soor

where Bother andl Leach had a oo allocated o s, My unele and

aunt were very luppy 1o see us. and

Iihough | hiad sy wit
e el yeurs before in Radom when Father had typhoid fever
1 really did not remember dhem very well

Al Feldsicing s were made 16 el s i we sere i cur o
home. They wld us o fave a good rest and not 0 rush, altho

coming by ship we were ully rested anyway. but 1 was o

surprised at how micely they ecice s and how weleome U

made us feel. They told me that ©szould cons der thelr place o be
uy home and not o tink

ferennly shout it wecause | knew

that 1 would bave 1o stay shere unil Octoher ai least, ane & wis
now only Febrory
kel Tek-Aviv very much. Having come from Polazd with al

s problems of an

emitsm, [ sucldenly found myself ot o

where cveryhody was Jewish and evergbods spoke

Hebruew Fven the sireet signs, the advertsing postess and
rewspapers were i Hebrew, and cveryone fell fike we hud

Ay achieved sl we hid aimed at o
own county. In T

viv, | s o sian of Englisuen or
Anbs. except for a few Amb hawkers who walked around 1he
strects and g their off
s, arantze

s in Yidlish, ke the ones who faoned
a piaster” while walking along itk
et donleey, which b e bags of the orages suspended from

each side. Or the 4

en

b who oifered 10 by secondtiand flems,
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times more than what they cost. When she protested, he said,
What do you care it the sily Englishuart pays a litle more?”
Apparently. being a blonde-haired man (1 sl fac hair 2t that time)
anct wearing & uniform, | must have looked like 1 goy.

Bacl i wiforr 1944

When Rachel aad 1 retumed to Egypt, we tred 10 armange our
days ol 50 that we could spend them together. We accumnilated
e sa that ather than take off one day. we gotat least two days
5ot we could also have 4 night together, Most of our e off we.
spent in Tsnulia, which was the nicest and the nearcst place 10
spend s couple of days, W s Foondl a bezuilul b, the YW
(Young Women's Christian Association’. Aficr a few visits they g0t
o e us and we gota Jovely room and very good mezls, We ko
went quite often 10 Berger's for a more Continentz Jewish ezl

We also used 10 g o Gairo hecause it was a bigger city and we
conld bave entertainmen there o the cafes and the thearres and
visit interessing muscuns and other such places.

But generally 1911 was a very quiet period in Egypt because alier
s from

the Allies lnded in Rormandy and had encircied the.
three sides — Frace, ltaly s Russia — thea: was very lite actior,
Ieft for Feypr and Africa. Most of the taflic that my unit was
divecting veas going the other way, ot of Egypt, and we all had the
teeling that the: sear could ot st mnch longer. Although it ha

R
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trermendons help o Kachel and who has become part of ocr Gy,
witkont her
W are never alane We always have children or grandehildren

Tdon't know how we would have m

with us for compazy, for mezls. and for encrainment. | know of

many familis where as soon as the grandehildzen grow un, they
T interest i 1 e they are: sy with thes
Iriends. it it does not apply in anr cise. Bvon the ones that have

it srandparcnss

lly grown up and those thar serve i the army are all constandly in
fouch with s,

Nomw i sk mgsel why this 0. Lanno find a simple ansver
Is i becuse we deserve iLor s it because we are

ueky o is it

because our children and grandehildren are so good and so

dedlicated t0 us o 5 it the upbringing that our childre g

and that our grandchildren are geliing from their parente T think it
is possibly 1 combination of al those things, and 2ll we hae 1o do
oy it as Tong s we can

Ourthree childhen, Annette, Stanley, and M
. Hagai, ety and §]
e all ke aur children, showing us their love and decication. Our

now i 10 €x

incl, e wonderful
lomo. The six of thert

andl s are their spos

fourteen grandehildren are all sonderfil

nd the strange iz s
that they are so different from ane another, From the oldes (o the
Noarn
O, Michal, Karin, Alor, Amichai, Shlomi, and Yonatan

youngest, from Tali through Adam, Guy, Simon,
tiaa
they 2
il thit males it 50 muel ore interesting 10 be with them, S ol
iny all. my lear Rachel and T still enjoy lfe and find pleny ta do,
thanks 10 pus wonderful family.

Tanst thank Melindi again for raving sugnesied that 1 write my
Hfe story. Kven though s s it doubtful before et siting, |

e all different from each olher in charscter and behavionr,

cm sy now Uit § have eroy

© enommously and lad o

wenderfol e doing it My ehilden susgested it [ have

trazlatcd i Hebrew so that my yousgest grandehildren will be

able o zead it frecly

lien

nd hopefully our grcar grand,
Lonly hope thit you all have enjoved reading it s much as | have
enioyed writing it
Jenusalenm. January 7. 1997,

e
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ThE STORY OF MY LIk

Ruchel was not @ British subject, she did not need 4 wilten
perait

We then advised the Edelsburgs, who had told us that hey
wanted 1o have the wedding ir their liouse. They established the
G of the ceremony as Febriary 1 We advised Moshe and askes

bin to tell the eldsteins and the rest of our Family and reluives

although in sl fact we bad no orher reltives at that time in
Paletine. The Konnars had all moved 0 Ausirlia. Fven Tizhalk
Korman. who did ot go with bis faunily, left laer on bis own. e

Jacked up bis flat,and his partner Bermstein tan the travel agency
for b,

There was nothing clse that we ad to do becase Tintended to
cone 1 the wedding i my uniforn, and Rachels Aunt Poia

promised 1o Jenc her 2 white dress and white shoes 1o wear a1 the

ceremony. Actwally, on our previous visit 1o Tel-Aviv, Rachel had
macle a dhress for herself for the wedd
put the iniials RK. on he side pocket a3 a monogram 50 that shic
would be able o use L alte the wedding. But the diess was navy
blue and was unsuitable for the chigpe
Whe we areived in Tel-viv, the first i
1 the Rabbinte 1o asrange for & rbbi 1o come o the wekling 1o
performn the marriage ceremony and 10 gut 4 nuriage

5.1 had even asked her o0

we had 10 do was 80

a5 that be

s told that his could mor be done as smply
intention 1o marry had 1o be advrtiscd in the newspapers seven
days prior to the wedding and if there
that period, then the marriage could be approved. T was rather
taken aback because 1 had only
2ot able to advertise and then wai seven days, 1 his was lic case.
Uit he could not
al the e, So | said o bivn, “IF this s 50,

o objections during

five days of leave lef, and we were

tien o could we get maricd? The sabbi i
help

then ©have s better v

and could not b

I we
will just live wgerher as busband and wife witiout a religious

ot of it We will not get marsicd a1

marriage.” When the sabbi beard that, he was shocked and said
No. no, you cuznot do that' And as this is an emergency in
seartime, you st g0 now and advetise i the press and we will not

st at a1l 50 the problen was settled in an easy way. But T think

N
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Les Komyiax

resmermber a strange thing that happened shencver s all wert
fra walk together 6 visit some fiierds or relarives and e were all

dreseed 4 fiule bit more eleganty L when we wen

around in the forest Quite often we were supned by an

acquaintance of Mother's and they wouddd get inio 2 conversation

The sl questions sere asked, such 2 “How e your” Tlow are
s would e

e cjoying your holiday?” And then sonre oy

exchanged wout the accommadations and s on. Tt the main

el made 10 Mother was “Don't your ckildren louk kovelyt” |

response was always, “Yes they do, bun they are not quite el

o see a decio:

They all Fave some probletzs anc 1 will hev
s eally shocked when ©heard her say that hecause | did aor

know what was wrong Wil us, We were hrought up never 1o

intermupt our parerts during 4 conversarion, so when the orhe:
people el sid o e conficentialy, “Mother, please tel us what

Mather replied, "Oh. dont wory. You are «ll perfect, but 1 am

worried shont the el eye or, s they sy in Hebrery, apis fera,

and st ot et angane ink that our Gl is

et or hey will
startteling their riescls and neighoons. Looks at the Korman fanily
they are all so Lealhy.” This might case an avin ba'r ot of
falousy, o never ell angane you are perfect.” she warned. ok
s advice seriously, and 1 think that it is & very sensible auiide
toward e, If everl

problerns 4t all. keep it

is perfect with you and ou have 1o
yourself and don't hoast about 1
sy mther did not ke poing o the same holicay place all the

e She liked to have w change s every second o thind summer

we went t0 Rabka, s resort high in the Carpathian Mouniains,
whily e the extunsion of the wester Furopean Alps nea the
Crechoovalian berder, Wi world hoiiday there for about six
the the cook with s becase we stoved in

1 st house, where everything was prosided lor s, The scenery

ks, Moter cid nos

s heautful and we w16 clinnh mountains = cake long walks
along the vers. 1n Radkant wirich was in the cenire of Folind, there
were o rivers or ke, only one e pond - the one we e 1o
ot Tar Tashiciron Rosh Hashana. [ did not sce a sea until oy st





index-155_1.jpg
Tue Stowy or My Lier

e el of & dicuonary. snd | was gotting berter ar i all the tie
sicking up specdl. Since then, | never read another book in Polish
o in any other biguage except Euglisy

The more [read in Laglish. the more | realized what 2 rick and

wiption, the riciiness in

beautiful Linguage it is. The variery in d
eelings was incompazable o what 1 had known up
o that poistso it even = Linguage like Polish, Ut e up wilh

expression of

and stacied all subjects in, became second sre. 1 Forgor 10 say tha

when [ was younger | also wsed o read books in Yiddish by
wthors such s Shalom Aleichem, Y. L. Pererz, Sholom Ash, Isiae
Basheris Singer. And of course nor daily press at home was 2150 in
Viddish. 1
1l had cerain expre:

foyed reading in Viddish because it was my morher
tongue sus and funny siorics that would
o sound any good in any other linguage. Butsomcow ©did not

consider Yiddish suitable for highlevel lierature

Abit
and d
bulding, In this buiding the whole ground Moo= was taken up by 4

aclier | esrioned that the Sbrary 1 used 1 g0 10 bortow

books was en Brenner Street next 1o the Histadru

very farge testaurant. 1 wis open 1o mot only Histadmi members
b to the genesl public as well. Beca
workers, the prices of meals there were very cheap. Now. the

il veas meant 10 be for

arangements for Moshe's and my meals went as follons. We

stayed o
St there, which we prepared ourselves, and we ook

the Teldsieirs” a5 ananged when we arved. We had

breakd
sandviches with us for el at work, Gt we did not want o
ipose oo el on, o st and el so s ol thea hat we
wauld hase dinner ou, except on Fridey night when we woukd cat
Shabbat lumch, ard that was 4

with them, as well as every second
very gond arungement.

501 used 1o et Moshe at ahavs S . on Brener Street o
ere. The restaurani, hecase of the oo

have dinzer wgether

ane fresh food and the cheap prices, was alvays fll You hal 1o
st foran empiy table or o vaant seats at any hle. There were
20 weasters or head waiters 1o make arzangements Far you, 5o te
aomm was that you walked awound the restzurant and looked

aound 10 see who was Tuisbing the it course or possibly

YN
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OF comrse by now we bad two cots in the Kitchen instcad of on

The domesiic help wes generally supplied by fem:

cnmplovinent sgents and.as they ke exaatly what Mether wanted

and needed we gen iable people. Sometimes,

e to person cireussiances in i lives they would lave
e <o we had a turnover of help over the years. Mother used 0

prepare mels for us the way we liked

stz e ook how 10

it time the Jewsls Polisi diet was very sinple and not
4

el dinner consisted mainly of eags (hree per pereon), although

and sl

t problou. During the weck, bk

very vaicd, i was oty

e hiad more vaers an now because | remember that in the
et wil yellow chey

buiter, with 1 Lunchwas the main meal

i alvvays o i There had 10 b sonp, with cither

vegetablos, noodles. faring or, in winter knunnik, which was
worderful b T dont saow what it was made of. The et was

cither sewed bt o veal scimizel. And for dessert we simply had
e of siewed i

o v compote. which is 1 deliciou
mainly apples

Our Shabbat et was ore sendard. For Friday night dinnes and
Saturday lunch we always stated with sefilie fish, then chicken
soup with noclles or kreplich or kneidels, The nuin dish was
7 eliicken, duck. poose, or ey, And let us not forger e
cholent on Shabbat and the chopped Tiverand onions. For dessert,

of course, we rad the frust compe
ottt il of stable i, the €00k had 10 problem scsting
e

used 10 - other el Fad o instc fa which spices 10

Although my mother did not penerally cook dusing the year, she

had a tremendons knowledye of cooking and made soue truly

delectable dishes. When st preparcd something for a special

occzsion, such as shen we el vistors, the lood was ousanding

il we woud temeniber i for weeks We wsed 10 sk her why she

dicet wain the couk 1o make diose dskes so that we could e
B and enjoy them more ofien. She world tell us that « was

inmpossiile 10 tell anyone b make those specialies hecause i
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The STORY OF My Live

abuler migh cone ioward you, especially if you were a bit higher

up. So whenever | hiearc: sounds of shooting, 1 would bend down

and e bebind the Palustrade around the concrete that 1 was

O the street net 1 Kalisher another four-storey build

ol up. but it was aluost at the stage of completion, When the

building was all inished. they instalied on the foof a wire strucure

whichy was framed Tike the Eiffel Tower. I was 1o be wsed for

iachiing the madio antennas for all the flas in the building.

One Triday when 1wt watering our top congrere floor, 1 was

cet seas finished and that

fufosmed that the buldizg on the other s
o Sunday the new wenants woud st moving in. Then all my

Fellony workers went home. and [ continued hosing the conerere.

Sucdently 1 hear a very loud explosion, which sounded much more

dangerans than the regukr shooring zoise. So 1 quickly I the

ataund hefind the side balusirade ard waited for the explosions o
end
T fow minutes ings quictence

around because the sounds | had he

fowan. | got up 10 have 1 look

d were more powerful than

the noise of bullets | bad become aceustomed to, and | could not
&
g eves. The newly

stand what had happened. Then sy (L1 could not blieve

complowed building st betind us e

pletely disuppered, and all | could see wes Laat ministure

Eillel Tower siandin ekt 1 could

on ground level. 1 was suck: 4

ot sndersiand how an eatire huilding could jus
one minute to the nest. 1eonld only think how lucky
the workers there had gore borme and that no one had moved inlo
their new flars yet

The following week | fonnd out what had happesed

ppear from

was that all

Apparenty. underneaty the buikling thee was 3 very big cave
ly from Kiug Solomon's times. Alfhovh the ground had

been tested el

sappos

are laying the Foundation for the brilding, no sign

of the cave was detected. But e weight of the completes] structure

¢ obviously too much for the cave 1o bear, and the apanment
Fuilding just senk into the srind.

This wes a terrible cantty for e to witness, and it made me
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s s o e

the police officers stamed
wally. alier 10 o e aucived ot the place where we

wese attending the pany
iy father came and picked e up and id nor ke o big deal

i, I on the way home fe sianed

abour i in front of cvery
clling me off. Hother wias 10 bed hecase of the shocs ste lad
gone trough and 1 started erving and apolosizing, but it did no:
T

he efier effeces of the shock. Vi punishonent w

w days becavse of

e Mother miich. She hac o siay in hod for

that | was o

allonwed o ot for amont Bt than was eocso bad and 1 gou
awer it quickly. § sl don't undesstand fow T eould have been s

nughless non o ko thas Lshould have advised my parczs it

Twouid be coming home lae s evering

Asimilar siory aceurted] s lew manths brer. 1 was erev Sukol [

was late afternoon and we hadt cased he shop for Yo Tov. Wher

e et upstaies ot M 1o get ready 16 20 daven and 6 prepare

al in the sukda’, we soon discovered that Mosie and

Sumek were ot in the house, We ol thought Gt hey ookl

Appear in a few nunutes and everyibing woukl be sl sight. Bt
g

0 et really worsicd. Then [

when bl an houe went by i o kend there o

o sign of e, everyhocy st

Suddenly remembere

s few howss hefore, 1 bad seen tarouh

ef the cireus tha Fad aesived in town it

e wsindony  big p

i, wits al the performes, the clows, ad the clepliants

; by 10 asmounce their amival. Natsally, a lage crowd of
children accompanied them all the way, 1 howgat that {lad sees
Moshe and Susck running with al |

s kids, 5o prtips they
wweresitl with them while they were putting ap the circus s in
he old

I

city sequare.

1 real possibility, so 1 zan there = it was only fen minuics
he circus.

A there were g tvo Drethers, busy warchi

o p They hiad forgorten 1t it was erey Sukkoth and th they
ve Peen home witk the family, |01 thern hat ey I
cane the same ing that | hid put sy parcas thron
menths
secthom

should
sl only 3 few

wlore. W raced Bome, and ous parents were o happy 1o

s they did = even el thens off e way they liad done
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since [ was o Bliming muself for beirge so Toolist: as 16 e
merer g buch 16 Polnd while we were alred sun tha war s,
going 10 hreak out, And every oy e was some femible nows in

cos about e way e nvading Genman Nazs e viing

e Jews i Boksnd o ol he restrctivns and new rules they wene

innposing o e

s also stuck nes, wit1 nehing 0 do and all y plass lor the
uture complesely anshilated No going 1o Secrland. o sucring
s fuare L. Bt | 16 b somethine 10 ke e e pass, 0

sl st ke om some fob, especally s ey one could see

this war woutkd ke vears becauise the oher sde was ot
or it S0 dnless The Germans ocupied the whole of
W Engle

Furape & 1 and ey predbl

wetally Tor the Jews, o 50 Germans
would heve o st I she meantine, Englnd and Fon
pase it for the war. America was not ready for it ither. and

ad probiems with Japan, s dhe stuation really looked
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T sToRy or My e

¥

Melinda ai 16 yaoushs oid. 1960

allabout pestering and hickering

Things got back 10 normal, and 1 could aow alford the sme 0 gel
back 10 my rosine and become involved fully again with our nes
fory. 3t 15711 made sure 2o come home in the evening

hosicry

e
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THIRTEEN

0 e Novernber we received our orders Lhat our Movement

andhar we shauld stan handing aver aur work and get ready 1o
oing, but we
presumed thatit would e somewhere in Europe, 23 this was where
the tigh
Decemher, we all haurdk
army i

No ane knew where we were going o ind. The sea was
e it was the middle of winter and we were very
tnaybe sicily or

leave, We stll did not know exactly whee we were

2 place Eecntaally in 1he last week of

el & large ship wilk: many other Riitish

stormy becan
erowded.
southen faly or the sourh of France. Afier three days at sea, we
Handed late a night in Taranio, the most southern por in Tialy. A5t

s we hoped thut it wonld be

was oo bite 1o tiavel 1o an amny camp, and there was o
iransportation available anyway, we were fold 10 get inta some
fenis proviee for s at e port ner the sesshore 2nd o stay there
forthe wight. I ing we would e ld af eur fusther travel
prs—

he mor

So e all crawled iz U s, There were about s maltresses
«din each one, A% 1 was quite Jate

and pilloes and blankets prov

weeall lay cown 10 g0 10 sleen because we knew that we wauld

have 1o get up carly in the moming, Suddenly several exiremely
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s

delight 10 have all the childre

was ol for 2 few weeks. Bt beenuse of that, it was even
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FIFTEEN

helonged t a Canadian company, and 2l the officcrs T et

on the ot were Canadian. Tt was 4 medium sized ship of
nincicen thousand tons and it caried cargo for 2 lot of ports that |
e mentioned previously. It was quite clean and well kept 1was
shown o my eahin where there was slieady anoiher passenger. He
was 4 Jew from Palestine, originally from Poland. He was

The ship was called Rockside. Tt flew a Canadizn flag and

he ship she Rociside tbat fook me to Singapore. 1917

c27e
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Tihe SToRY oF My Lise

only @ tvethirds e of suecess, and (L was 1ot knows 1o which
thirc o patient helonged watil a longer period weat by. But the
e montfs alict e esmment we would be
allowedd 10y 0 Lstael, proviling we took tw rest breaks along the

o0 news was 1

Abost two yirs before that, we had already changed our sy of
e While previously we had lived in Ausiralia and travelled more
andl moce often for longer periods t T, For the last two yesrs |
e travelled fiom time fo e o
Ausualia. S0 even thoush Zrylek agreed 10 stay there alone and for
me to be away, | sill el that 1 should spend some e with bt at
e office.

can sy that we ved in lirae

When we went 1 Israel this ime in July, having been away since
Noverber of ik previous year hecause of Rachel's heat artacks,
we realized that we had 1o setlle there fully and maybe g6 10
Avstralia once 2 year unti we would be able 10 dispose of our real
estate portfolio, Therefore. we now had to amnge 1o sell our
apartmentin Toorak and whenever we would go to Melbourne, we

1993
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Purchases, whose name was Abie Goldbers, v

i the Jowish communiry in MeToume o @ stmightiorvard and

very well known

Torest businessnian and s a bright person who was expanding his
heddings all the tine, Abie told ws 11
with s, e would eontinie o mke affers to

onee e finalized the deal

buy out our rge
competitars s that he swould have tul control of the ranufcuring
and distion ol panty hose and Bricls G the whole of
AusiRLi

Asone of the main conditions of the sale, we nsisied that for the

fest five years while Abie was runaing the husiness, we would be

fully sespansibie for the management and profitabilicy hut at e

same tme we would have o istererone from anyor
side. We knew et Abie Goldberg had wo siler
ners. One was 1 well knawn livyer, Arold Bloch, the father
Mark Besen
 ofthem to inspect or walk through the factory

puurch

o e of Velinda's gilfriends, and the orher one w
we

andl they could o

ot wanta

Iy ke sl visis 1o ou ofice, Tt was all

agreed 10,
Toall
percent pariner with the new owners, we

the deal was set (o g0 o ellect in early 1950,
worked out perfeatly, wad as David [ares staved on a5 2 ten

arted 1o hecoe wore

volved in teal estate. As [mentioned before, we cwacd

a few supermarkets i Melboure and Perh in Western Austcalia
W had ko

where the niin tenant was & bizge supermarket owned by Cole
pectively, and around it thes
Lventy 1o forry shoos.

seht sore medivm-sized shoppin

centres there

by Woohvonlrs, c were herween

1 hecause we knew

1 Fele very secure witl: this type of ety
that the management of both Coles and Woolworth's was

progressive. active. and compatitive. us we had been dealing with

hose chains for many years. | have always Faintained it for se:

estate investmet, the best het is 1 food refailing oulct because 1o
miter how bral the cconouic sivarion may becore, people
s b 0 buy food. Fven at a time when Tshion shops and
aher kinds of retail sores lose or drop sales. food sores

especially competitive omes - will never have a cowntum

Zeylek Tully agreed s me in ihis respect, and v stated ©

sare
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ve e basic funds 10 wse for my planncd trip, as well a5 some
cash o I

A few weels lcer | eceived a letter from one of the ravel agens
on Allenby Street asking me 10 come to see him, When | ot there,
an idea bow T could 1o Ausrlia
I was nor a smaightforward amangemen, but 1 could get there
an cargo ship docking in Heifa at
e heginrting of Augusi. Tl wass contimuing o Shanghai, with ren

 kachel

hetold me that e

eventually, There was

stopovers along the way. It would go through Southeast Asia and
top before Shanghai would be Singapore. The agent told
me that it | got off in Singapore, [ had a good chance of fiading
some connection to Austtalia

e said that the trip from Haifa to Singapore would take about
rable because there

the L

three months but that 1 should be quite cor
was & vacant cabin on the ship which was nomully used by two
¢ officers. They had

cadets who were waining t be merchant nas
booked one passenger already, so | could ke
Well, it sounded & b Far feiciee, but [ hadl asked him t
temporarily and said that T would confim it i 2 couple of days, ut
Lihought about i, he mare 1 could see that | had no ofher
choice. T discussed it with Rachel and with Moshe dnd Sumck, and
ey all thought that 1 should confim it hecause T might not g
nother chance like that. And anyway, a5 Moshe put it what

@ second vacancy

wrong with 4 three-morth holiday on 4 cruise?
To me it did not feel like | was going 10 have a holiday because
finsly 1 did not need one. and secondly it sounded more like three
months wasied doing nothing and Rachel staying in Tel sviv alone
for three manths longer than necessary. At the saune tine, though,
sl

had be

geting letters from Father telling me that there w
transporttion being arganized, and it laoke ke the same thing
applicd a Palestine because the other el ageats 1 had cantacted
never gt in touch with me. So apparently civlian transpartation in
the postwar period hadl not yet returned to nonmal, even though
the war even in the Pacific had been aver for quite a while
already

ance of their leaving Germany and no news of any
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LEs Romuay

and of cousse in s variety of love affaiss an the side in your s

e, which you have 3 lot o
Somehon, not bueaisse we asked theu but of their vwn free will

Annetie, Siznley, and Melinda all starcec thesr matried Gfe i a small

rer

parment and aiter having childen and the living spece
having become too small and inconvenient, exch of them moved 1o
a hou

10 achieve u beter way of le, but ever then only alier [
Torger whit
Betry told us when Hachel aned 1 wanted to buy themn s couch s 2
aifl when ey moved ino their house i Brighon. Kachel and [
Rad chosen 2 top-of-the-line sofs for them, but Berty chose oncthat
was notas good end was much ess expersive. Wher: we ssked lier

pushed them and inssted that they do it wil ae

why she insisied on our buying them e cheaper couch she said,
Wel, i L get the best one avatble now, 1 will not be able 0 look

4 1o anything hetter for many yeass; but i1 get the cheaper
one. 1 can abways look forward 10 something beeicr *

L would call 4 bealhy atiude. Ard this is what
keeps young people ot of troule

his s w

 allows thr marsiges 1o

Iy and Toppily. especially since they are b

! bringing up their childen,

1 haxe i more advice 0 give on this subject, but 1 do wart 1 say
e none thing: Never forget to have as much fun and pleasure as
possile. wh

tlier i is betsvean husband wad wie or with your

chukdren. This is ane of the basics of « luppy lfe, and & cannot be

subwituied by angehizg ol
These is one sore subject {wan

0 sy @ e weords oo, and

ihis pertins 1 proggess and suceess in busiess, 1 know there is

envnous aumber of hooks called “How To

ucceed in Business’
and many other such titles, but | have never read any of them
becanse | did not have enough tine 1 read theu, especially 1 |
w2 by
thet 1do

AL st 10 o s tell youn how 1 succeedd in busiess, witiout
g nto all the details. So T wil] simply weize down the rules dia |
have adhered to which helped me o progress from the

reading g fiction baaks, crime and thiller rovels. Now
iave the s, there is no rea

i for e o red the

e
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never applicd for a job basedl on thas diploms, | have used 1l my

above all the others. This made me very hapgy and alitoug

e e bavie knowlodge it [ acquired there, especially

wconting, (e e o chance 10 discis various problems wit

weeounizmis and suditors and suggest o them ertin

improvements for thes ideas of mnning e accounts @ our

business. 1y not have hid canmplete knowledge of local s

el e, D s s dhe syt o aecousts was concemed

Moshe i | sed 10 et quite often witk: shlaek Zalberg and
Autie [

Bur somehon | denr € rink Shlansek red very lard 1o setle there

Je who e sill in Tel-Aiv at the i of ous asriva

il 1 st some business in s trade of printing o some otier
sl endesvour, They did ner Fle it in Palestine and
1o

Tesnue sl o Pk 10 Racen where they 7ol o comforiable. We

Gl siout t o manths affer our arival, they d

cctawi e abot it but notking elped. They weat ack 10

that was e

Polasd, while Moshe snd Uers suze i at dis
wrong thing o o We did net huow tha Auatie Hask
expecting o by, Sack in Radom, she had o ke bog, and they

pokiers business. Aunte sl the baby

ctled ek inie Gir
were Killed by the Nozis during the Holocaust, bt Shalens

sorvied the war, gl et wER our faher

1 kot i Palestine seas the country of my futune and alibough |

wits g 10 lesve b i he year sty overseas, the ide was

faunily s v there. Mashe was

s comne baek and fein the wiok
aireay fll sert
the s e was leamning

ext witiont any doubrs. He was very happy with

ery quickly. He
nd

€ e was progessing

Ky that e weuld buld s utare around the car busines:
Al about. uta

mechan e woikd b an enormous asset in whirever he would

S o 4t was meving o7, we waited for cur merhe o

serive i early Augost an e delayed anmial . We wer looking

Forware s spending dbout 2 month it afier wlich sh

would g ack home in vl Sepierber. T would leare cosple of
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metalled atiached o Tookeout When the i went off, we he
ol all dhe wpper floors and o down s the shielier, bt how
can you huild sheliers in Tel-Aviv when there are no hasements

d o proceed sl

s that in font of ey entrance o every huilding o brick wall

should he consirucied 1o protect the entranee halbway and tha
people should wallc in through the space left between the wall and
the entrance on the side, This was done el i 1

reccatly in TekAviv that in the older pars of fown some of those

walls st remain. Bveryone knew that the lalians would come

Bk again hecause they had becas so sucecsin, and they waed

o st Genitass low brave and how useful they were. This

was abhost the only thing they could do successfuly

Aot ol people decided 16 leave Tel-Aviv, | only temporarily

i 10 move 0 ferusalen Tt beinga loly ey, they hopec it woud
o be subject t any bombing. Our urcle and auat and Yocheved
went, oo, They we
chase 10 say in Tel-Aviv. We promrised them tha whenes

ted us 10 go with them hut we declined ard

was an alans, we would go down 1o the newly chblished
shelrer.
h

Trtenately there were very few casualiies, Bur then there were

@ were mare air atiacks on TelAvy by the Tealians, but

iy abaims every da, sizly -l eight, and i hecame

Auisance 10 getup and ssed and go dowt o the sieler So
the 2l

ke below sueet level, nd it

Moshe and | weuld sometimes igne . Luckily, m our

2 Mt that w

suilding ther

was never oceupivd Zor it reascn S0 we decided 10 move
@ Moor
o decisiv: and made lie

ere so that swe would not have 10 5o dows o the
in the m;
mich easier for us

e of the night, This was 1 g

Then the Genmans decided o nccupy Greeee, and they ot the

Tl 1 el themn o the foh. Onee the Jalians g busy thers
ted 10
quicten down in Tel-pviv and people began to come hack. This
was already 1941 and
Droke ot 1 wasteally n miserble ime, butatleast we wee nee n

they had ne more time o iy 10 Palestine, so tings

most 1w years bad passed since e war
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Then suddenly, sbout six monhs alier Melinda's binh, Rachel
becane il Forunatcly. it was not anythisg Iike the problem that
she hud bad eight years before when she couldn't speak, but it was
2 persistent bad cold and fever that she could not ge id of

Abrer i mumier of medical tests, the results showed that Rachel
had whbezculosis (TB). This was @ rather contagious disecse and she
hiad 1 be isolaed for
l b hospita

unpleasant situation, we were grateful dhat ale

w weeks. sa she had o leave the house

zed wnil she gt over it Allhosgh his was @ very
it wasa

thas

a5 Koo an could he cured. not ik the problenn we bad
alter Stanleys bith when we just did not know what was
happening, Sill, 1t was very strang
all and we could ot understand how and
Happened. We all
bad The main thing was that Melinda was all right. even though
Rachel had been breast
baby's medical examination, we had been very worried

Uwas alloviedd 10 visit Rachel every day, but the children could
not see their swother for the entre period

that she hiad contracted TH at

hen it could have

sl 10 ger TB vaccimations sud Uit was 1ot oo

ding her. Until we got the zesuls of the

L ahe was in e

hospital. Forunately, we bad a live-i
talee care of faer. But e bigggest elp was Aasettz. Albcugh s
was ol ten yeurs o, she helped ke
were Tully grown up. On Sundays when the housckeeper had her
day off, Annet did everything for Melinda. And Stanley played
il spenta lor

housekeeper who helped

are of the buby as if she

with tac haby as soon a5 b came fome from school
oftime with her 02 week ends,

Rachel was impraving quickly, Alter six weeks she was

Ler

discharged from the ospieal, and she rewrsed home 10 ressm

nonnal e 1t was really beautitul 0 sce the children piayng with
each ather and enjoying the new lirle addition 15 the family. It
reatinded me of Lo thiy

Sumck was born | stapped Ghting and arguing with Moshe, and

were when [ was a litle bay. Afrer

both of s enjoed playing vith our new ks brother. Annete azd
Sunley, being close in age, were always finding ressans to have
fights and arguents, but 2 soon a5 Melindi was horn, they bot

s0 enjoyed playing with fer and taking carc of her, that they forgot

e
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propertics was going up all the time.
When Rachel and 1 gt hack o Melboume in Ocober. we
comacted real estate agents and put our aparent on the varke

This wits nol very g5y 0 s

cither because there wese not many
peaple around who bud exaugh cash 1o pay for such an expensive
lusuey aganmer. 15 b
ncl roof garden and ideal o
evernually oun

e our apanmens, with is balconics
ation was songethig (ly unicue, we
umiture and
me o them 10 Tt
pessonal effects and certain dinner st that

buyer. Now we had 10 el th

some of our painings. We decided to take
W had to pack up

we ad gotien used w, and send them off 1o our new home i
Jerusalern.

Qur grandson Adu, who was due 1o enter the army i dbout
o monis, offered  come aver and B us pac up. This was a
remendos idea anl it was 1 geeat help o us, a5 wé really could
not heve managed i on our own. We 2o waned o give sone
Furmiuee and a ot of clothing t the WIZO shop. and that ha 10 he
pached up as well alter having been sorted out, n addition 10 lors
af Kitchen utenssls and other items that we alzeady had enough of

Ractet anid Adans i front of arr cparteat i Medbrve 1903

cane
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became very il four months afier Scanley's hirth and was warned by

tie doctors not to have any more children. S0 it lovked as i ¢
fortune teller was wiong, But when we decided, about cight years
ater, to have another child despite the doctor's advice, we proved

this Azab prophet to be right and we enjoged Medinda in addiion to
Annette and St

One night in G
e r0of of a buing in the center of tomn witt & gorgeos view of
urant 1 hadl cver
gone 10, and maybe 1 did it 10 show off 1o my fancee. bu. T
mber dhat resizurane ot only begause of the view but also
because of the meal we had there. I was the first rime that we had

Rachel and [ went 10 a beautiful restausnt on

the whole ciry. This was the first Top-class re

ey

Fonst pigenn, and it tasred wondertull We really enjoyed ourselves,

and that is why [ will never forger that evening, On nuany occasions

aftersands Lisied 0 find
our memorics of that evening refieshed. but [ could not. Then,
ome thiryears later, we came across a restauran i Florercs
rved pigeon Unfortumately, T hive 0 say that it dic not
e as our memorics 1okl s i was thirty years carlir.

restaurant it served roust pigeon to get

aly. that s

st
Tt that might be becaus
Cairo, we wer

¢ al that rime, under the moonlit skies of

voung engaged cauple in love with cach orher
and could enjoy everything to the hil,

That night in Cairo we decided 1o Ty 1o have our wedding in
about o months, We could nor esiablish an exact dan
Rachel had t0 cbain 3 perait from her commending officer to e
able 10 et maried. As & male soidier 1 did not need one, buc

apparenty gids did because aller their maiage they would

probsably get pregnant and would have t be discharged. also, the
officer in chage il o protect the il fiom geting involved with
i sang person with whom she might get into rouble. And of

course Rachel and | hoth had to apply for one weelcs leave at the
same timee. 50 when we gor back 10 our uniss, we started working
on it and we establishied our weeles leave for the end of Janary
1944,

Capiain Butt said 10 Rachel, "l kaow Sergeact Rorman, | wish
youall the best, and get maricd s soon as vou ke Decause
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now on. all army and equipment transports beiag sent 10 Taly by
the Alles wauld g0 through Tarania por, where they sould b
wnloaded aud directed Uhrough Nassis by rail 10 their destination
as anly secently the demolished railway lines had been repeired
and coukd now be wsed again

s 1was the firsr RTO in Nassis, T hiad o establish conneceions
it the starion stf, and especial
sation master bad vacated tsvo tooms for s in his house next o

with the

ation muster. The

the staton ad would provide us with meals and angthing that we
sequired. He was 1o send the bill to amy headquancrs in town,

ot room 1o myself while
the thace other hoys had t share the second room. This was 2

Seeing s T was the officer in charge,

wonderful

the

rangement for wartime conditions. 1 exp
e s hecause we were the occupying,
se. e told us that up uati 3 few
weeks aga ey had German amy stall doing the fob we were
‘0ing 1o do now. He said that he could see that we would be much
nicer than they were, and he was very bappy et the Germans hadl
been chased ou

Atthat e §did o know shether he eally meont it or s ust
puiting ws on, and anyway | was not very fluent in Iralizn yer. But
e also spoke & bit of Geeman and that helped a lot. Afier 2 shos
wehile 1 picked p quite @ bit of basic lalian and was able o

Jealizn scation master o
foree, but that was not the

ound us

canverse with the peaple 4

We told them that we were not Britsh and that we were from
Palesine, but they were so unaware of wiy
was 1h
Protestan” When 1 told them | was “ebyeo,” they could nor place it
i
Judaisirt

and where Palesine

they asked me, “What is your religion ~ Catholic or

Jews and hud never heard of

wse they had never met

We gt busy striglit avway. as entire army divisions began

arrive, to be tansported north by rain, We had 1o make sure that

imes. This was not

there wauld b enough trains avaible at al
sy becase in that area they were not used w0 that such taffic,

we had o complerely stap all civilian transportation. No Talians

could tavel by rai, bt even this was not encugh. Sometine:
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hecause the matzohs contais blood Trom o pudereed Christian

Culd. Tl happens cvery e, he said, as @ Chisn child 15

mordered by he Jews and they 1 the blood, disitbzed o them
all aver the country. in the baking of matzohs. The police and
goserament know all about it e toid them, bt thex cansot caich
them, so it has been going on for hundreds of years anc is sil

sty o1

OF cowrse, e priest preaches i e church, evervone helieses
thatwhat e siys i e, 50 this hias been going on even i e 2000
century in Polad sl perhips in siany other couniies as well. No
wonder all the Chistians hated s,

S ish i sy, i 5 el 0
et mazons. 1933

Referring ik to Sunek, the okder he gor, the more Moshe and |
willcon

sclped vt with im. On shablxt we would take him fora
s wicyele, and | sould read bin: stories every night when 1 pu.
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Huppened, What were we going to do? We decided that perbaps he
el forgorten and that we should get a taxi and go there on our
own, but dhen at 700 e fnally tumed up. Why was he so lare? He
had gone to pick up his girfriend Rena (o Jater becarre his wile)
and she was not ready, so he had o wait for her

S0 now we knew that evergthing was all right and that we'd be
there in 4 few minutes. But what did Rachel and al the invited
auests hink? They were probably all sure that the groom had @
ast-minute change of mind and decided not to show up, 50 should.
they wait? The rabbi was very impatient ~ what should they do?
When we finally walked in a1 730, the joy on everyone’s faces
whien they saw s was mnbelievable because dey really were

werribly worried, especially Rachel. Izhal was aqucky forgiven for
the trouble and ansiety he hac caused, and the wedding ceremony
under the chiippa began.

Rachet an 1 under the chuppa. Ucle Mot Fetdsetn wipig aieay
asar ofjoy. February 1, 1944

The rablsi was an extremely nice, modem pesson and e
conducted the ceremony in 2 fiendly and persanal way. As this

was wartime and we all had missing

atives and famsly members,
there was no music. But we did not even miss it because the
aimosphere was 5o person
sl group present all relatives and close fends. As tarmily

and fricrely. since there was only @
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tresqueily b 10 et go some of o emplogces, nainly heciuse of

ncreased zulomation. From fime t ime we also had 1o dismiss
ertain department managers and forepersons hecause of
inclficiency or unsuablity. We always did it in @ pleasent nsannc
compensating them with full pay and causing litke uphezval
Tremeniber when a well known clothing manufacturer. with the
orsgirl, had 0 lay off twenry
af auramation. The women staged 4 demonstration around the
factory for ahout 2 weck, I
which czu

brand name of 5

witien up in il he newsppers,

a lor of public opinion damage 1 the firm. A 4
out half the
len

result, they hed 1o give in and somehow abso

numher af the employecs in order 1o setle the pee
the same time, we had 10 lay off over sighty gis but we never
did it in wn oven way, a5 ;i instnuctions were 1o never dismiss
day. This s
becatise of the Jarge number of people that we
hadin our employ. 1T it o
exmneons workers, we sill conld find o for ther 1o help ot
in different depanmens i the in
completely unnoticed.
Bur when we hud 10 fire managers or assistant mar

mose than two peaple

s proceduee thar was harclly

el in the facts

s tvo moshs to discharge all these

. and the dismissals went by

were individual cases, el they all had 1 come int my office for

et do the folb hecause aohady el in the conpany wa
upse penple that they workeg with, OF course [ did not want to
st =none either, but 1 ad a special way of carrging out this
I n fact Judy, whose office f
ch dhe people thet 1 7ad dismissed come out of my

ed minc.

a0 sl wsked me how @ was possible 1z
s left my office in
e o their face. since she would live

whenever | dismissed someone, ey
ndl it o

expested them 1 be very upset upon eic dismiseal

So 1 explained 1o her that © never t0ld ayhedy whon | had to
fire that b or she was o good ar ineficient or wsreliable. On the
contrary, |atways tied o build e up by telling dhem that | was
inpressed with heir character and peronaliy, it that the posiion

they were helding as our company was complerely unsuitable tor
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Adam was bom and we nos had our fisst grandson. Aanetic and
Hagai and cight-month-old Tali came 10 Melboumne in tie to
celebrae Adum's brith. They stayed on for a month so that they
could take partn the pidyon b ben ceremony as well. We had the
party at home and we had all our fiends and relatives with s, a5
well as the Melnik family's friends and telations. Adam v
presented on a large silver tray covered wit Jots of gold jewllery 10
the Cohen, who was none other than my dear parner Zrylek
Rabinowicr

v of the
Pl

table with 7k overisead, mabing the bie

e
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Llave o say that Lreally enjoved my fob for many reasons. T was
learning 2 new trace, | was respected by everyone e i contct
e up. and 1w

Lsce that g o

witk, [ was outdoors all day and ot coop
meeting interesting people. And | co

Fepay wih me as well, My

b

& month (which

), and of eousse 1 Lad T

s were six o,

was the same a5 2 policeman’s wag

room and “and. used 1o sieep on a couch in the den, which fuda
Harge balcony that went around the comer buikdiag of Sheisiin and

20 Feierberg, When everybady went 10 sleep. | e

alo
nysel and 1 enjoyed lying on dhe bakony on & chaise longue. It

was very ot sndoors. and natrally ay frugal ant and vicke had

0 i conditianers or even 1 Fan. Mostof the time there was a faint
breeze fron the sea that you could feel only on the baleony, 01

would i there iz sheep un about 22 Thes | would wake up.
s 1 would e wet frow the humsdiy scading on my dodes and
body. et T would spend the rest of the sight in the den. This of
conrse applied orly o the survmer months, vt Tel-Avie has 1 very
long summer
o my
neighraurhaad who spent ha'fthe night on the Llcosy. Looking
around at all the fats o ol the floors on the four comers of the.
et [ luad @ perlect view of ¢ and eating on thei
out 10 p.m. Then they went info their apartcats
whiere all the windows were o

rprise, 1 discovered a1 was the only one in my

Lalconivs unil

anctthe blinds were up il the

ligis were an. Nobody seemed 10 be concemed about angone

ookt in, sl il such a pefect santage point from my balcony

It was ke watching a piay in each flt with @ variey of shows

where o one was embarrassed o1 worried shout uninvired
spectaiors

This was my sole entersinment hecus
theat

1 did ot g
or movies during s period, and |sever

o104

rd any music
Howerer, T remember that one moming while going 0 work, as |
crossed Allenby Street near the comer of Nachmani, | heard
beauiful music coming fiom a window

the geound Noor and 1
e 1 si0n and listen. It was 3 Beethoven symphany. 1 staad there

out e mimcics. Toule ot ear mysell away. | realized how

s
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andl received mer certificae, with very ligh tacks in all subjocts |

vight add. she decided 10 go o Duel aad ener o Hachshe:

progeam there. 1§ was in Kl Ezion,a it 0w of the way for us. but
wedid ot i, S o we had two childnen in sl - one in the
Rt it o in the soul

Bt when Kaciel and 1 gor back 1 Melbourae we found

acrselves all alore in our bia house, a7 that was not very pleasant
Bur kil by now stanley snd Beiry ved in their bouse in
Brigaon, very elose w ours. ettt helped 2 fot 1 il had v
brother Sumes and his

iy Tiving in Melbourre, which also
felpedt s o1, while my older Trother Moshe s, of course
T in T
@ dissbutor of imponcd clectrical Atings or uildings. Afer he

i U was very well established there iz bus

married Sl they fad @ son whom they mamed Danny Sa

genezally Moshe was very well serfledd. with 3 very good business

e bamily. In addion 1o that, e a3 vey Biesesting

holiby. The collected antique elocks ad warches, Fe had started it

off some time

120 by puschasing, on his rips 10 Furope, whaterer

e ceuld find in hisfield. e also spent & lotof time is the even
epusing clocks L 1op
specialist in this Reld. By callection of angique timepicees

at did ot work, Eveanally, Fe beca

was the largest private collection in Larwel, bt L never stopped

King for more.
Now wren we went o [srael, we spent nuch noe wme there
il
shout
o swonts over Purin ¢ Pesach and another two mozs for

ere

than hefore. especially since we had o children
ovely apartment in Haifa on the Carmncl, so we would st

Rosin Hashana and Sukhor . Aud there was anoter season why we

stayed <o long and e

soolten. Thad began 1o help Hagal get ous

of his architeciuze studies and commitments sind establish o fcte

dit produced tyou guessed 1 ladies brick. | amanged o
1 Zipgi Rabimowicz, one of Zivlek's

panterslup between bin
nephews. Annette e the factory Tefron. 1 had s sales affce
i Tel Aviv, where Ziggi lived, and the production was done
around the Haifa area in Druze and A villages. {sent ovesall e

samples fiom Melboume. Because the cont of lbour was quite
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with e, i of course they were much younger and if 1 did not
heave the brains o ko what 10 do, why skould they? Anyway, alfs
wel that
ready for the sukkih.

Those are just shoun all the exciting exents that b

b well and it was not o ate 10 go daven and get

2l mommally for the

thisse o vears, and fite llowed smoothly

whole fauily
Gome 10 think of it 1 o | semenber anoter incidens that
earlier, n 1930, 1 did

ered] oring that period pro
e fa
a5 | mentioned before, my mothers sister Tobale and her

no affect iy directly, but we were snvolved i it

s Mol Feldsteia ot Radaan in 1926 when a new Treasurer

i the Palish government inoduced L inceases, They ot so
st

el ey clused up e house and theis

upset wilh 1

Korge stationery usiness and moved 10 Tel Aviv. s [ hav
mentioned several times, they were very wealthy
sehole block of llas in Radar tr
they wore very stingy and

cople, The

v Fred in aelanged 10 them

and althony every penny was important

Lo them, they were so annoyed with the Polish povernmen: and

serto leave that frey did not even think about the cost o
Keepinga large siore fll of goads and a latadl locked up. And they

Kept ¢ it way notfara few weeks or

few months

bt for a few

vt Mothers brother, Uncle Yarkel, nsed 10 g0 10 the store aue

4 week 1o see tha everytaing was all vght. | remember how
iimpressed 1 was when | went with Unicle Yankel 1o have 4 look

aunond 1w shelves fiied wilt st Fam loor 6 eefling. Twanted

0 take a few pencits and 1 couple of sketch books. bt 1 was not

el

One day in 1930, when Uncle Yankel went to check up on the

stone. he saw that the doors o the sore were open and when he

v that there o

went iside, h < nothing Iefl ~ i lud ol heen

canptivd ent, When we were netified shout the robbery, everyor

wars shocked and e did not krow what 0 G, Even w advise e
Fedsicins about it was nowan easy hing 0 do. We had no
Lelplione in Rackon and ¢y biad no telephene in Tel aviv, and we

dic ronwant o send s el beciuse this was ssally done only
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I o business ©

i simple, ol fashioned way nd he was

sertautomated. [ sons old e thar he was ot naking azy

wanted

imes, b

profit and even showed a slight los somy

i s condinue 10 ran & so that he had sonelzing 1o do 1o k

i busy. | was quite bappy 10 work with him heeause he wwas
with him, 1t 2

swell 10 work niomings only and have the aflemoons (rec so that |

very nice person and it was fun 1o | o suited e

uld start leaning Eaglish

1 founel 4 very nice young reacher wha was very good, and |
progi
learn French at the

essd very quichly. Aliera fow weeks he suggested thac T elso

me time, as it woukd give me a hetter general

understanding of languages. agreed. Lok an English lesson ane
day and the orher a French lesson. 1 did not get ised upatall, and
Ffound it very interesting. 1 was very happy that after about two
i, The saue Cid ot
bools but

monihs T could start weading  book in

apply 10 French, as somehiow Tcould not getinio [re:

Teould read a French newspaper and that was very good. too. 45
miatter of fact. wihongh | knew Hebrew very well, | could res
concente o sead  Hebre book ad found it diffieul 0 enjoy i
L e Hebresy newspapecs quise freely

From
already how L usecd 1 read in bed under te bianket afier ighis-onn
- now v readling books 4l

d T hive told you

eludiiond 1 was an avie hook reader

time when | was a e
the e but it was only i Polish, as that was the only language |
ayed reading hooks in. And ere were some good originl
Polish books nd also many ranslations from all languages o top
wiitens avarlable in “Tel-Aviv a1 2 library run by a litle fellow on
Brenner Strcet ust net door o the big Hisiadru buiding He had
an enormous vasiery of boaks in various lingusages. 1t ook me 4
g fnst ok in Fnglsh o

v, and

longer tme tan usual o fnish
ahthough | remeenber the writers natne. Franz Wusfel as it was 2
tanshution o German, do nat semenber the it of the book
The 1 went back 1o readingg in Polish but somchow something

swent wrong anct | did not enjoy it as tnuch as 1 used 10,1 could not

English book wilh

underszand why, o 1 tied again 0 read
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As T was already an Ausisalian citizen, it was easy 10 g

L permit
. and it dicd not ke long and
L at thiat time. and a5 1
hiad st an example of coming over © 40

for my brother and his Fanuly

Wi

i an

succeeding
there s made Sumk feel tat e shou'd perhaps maybe follow me

and iy his ek there, When shey areived, they srayed with us unti
d a place of dheir own 1o live. The children were very

happy to he togecher. especally Stanley, who was about Hannah's

ey fou

age, and he plaved wilt her all the e, Afier 3 short while they
found 4 house tn Hampion and they moved in. Sumck opened a car

Fepair shop, s s was his trade,

Ui pint, something stanied 10 go wrong with Faer's

reiage. He beggr (0 complain o s that he was sulfering al the
time hecaise his wife was consianty shouting
Appa
ot bear his wile's aititucde and

o and elling

i that everytling be dic was wr

Iy Father, being a

very gene and quict person, ¢
e, as she was 4 very tough worn, and they simply could
ot get alang anymore. | suzg
with s it 5 what would ke hm feel betcer, And o he did. &
few weeks later they separated and Faiker came o live with s

ted that hie leave her and nove in

Unlorminately. the ex-Mis. Lipp contracted cancer  short while
atter that and she died not much later, While Father was manied o
e, Rachel and 1 had beconne very friendly with her son Leo and.
s wife Sophic. Fven e scparation of ou- parents did nor
flucaice this fiendship because they were both very nice people
1nd we enjoyed being vl them. o this day, we sill see eich
othier whenever possible

Sumek setded in afier @ saort period. and ne and Dror were
quite happy. Neadless t0 say. so were Fatter and lachiel wnd 1 At
diat poin, Mosiie sarted thin'ings that niaybe he shoukd jorn s 66,
1 heariy enconraged him and asked him 10 give i€ 2 g0 and come
10 Ausriaia, s was sure that he wonld ke it And it would be sa

wonderful for all of s 10 have the wehule family 1ogether. Gerting

permit was no proble, and transportation and travelling was also

casy. although stll by ship. But now there were cxirennely

comfortasle passenger ships tmeelling back and o herween

.
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Kores and 4 few oliers were veny successful, te becoe

| runk for powes and he could o even

e anyenc

wwhat his high imterest costs of Borrowing money

were and how his compared with ow and somctings no

Tl more he sept expending. the mose moacy he needed. He

preined it frem varous bunks, which were impressed by his
“uccess. Bt wh
becarne a bit doubtful. they stopped supplying in: with funds.
Ther the whisie empire of e
Coldherg went hroke for over  billon dollaes. And s did all his

companics, iscluding Korex

1 they scarted 10 check o the resul and things

ing ol Teatiles cullapsedd and Abie

I the cad he ran away from Ausic
Pola
As fhere were crminal proceedings going on aganst i in
Melhourne, fe lelt quic sefe in Wasaw. Being o very acive

i and weat i bidig in

. whichs had o estradzion

ngemens Wil any couniry

person, Abie staried 0 new business. Using very cheap Polish
Tiom America, he
manuacrused feans for expor o the United Srates. Tis was vés

labowr and second-hard sewing tackin

successlul sa he started another busizess in Poland. T1e impan

low priced secondHand American cars, which were very popular
with -he newly ich Poles,

Meanwhiie back m Melbourne, the bankniptey receiver sold

Kortex and 4 few otier profuble wsile companies o the
American firm Sars e for 220 millon dellars. Sars Lee got them all

running efficiently again be established in this

Reld all over e world, Beentually, after a couple of years, they

eloseed doasn the underser factory aag dismissed over 800 sirs, 25

they coukl imprr Chinese-made undersear nnder the wel-knosn

brand of &

s, But ey kept the Losiery Taciory soing because it
s almost fuly automated snd i cid not produce at s price Higher
han sheir factory in Mexico or Vietra,

S we were very lucky and extemely mappy 1o be out of all of
tratand o he necupied with aur real estate business. | was alieady
Colin Liley and

over seventy years ald snd so was Zrvlek, as v

oni lawer Jack Gohen. and it svited us al ot 10 b fmvolved in





index-295_1.jpg
THE S108Y OF MY LiFE

- from 34 Symcids

DEW SOUTH WALES JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES

would be with him. but Rachel could not get onta that ship 50 she
would gt the nest ehance. There was st a couple there, Havea
and Zeylek Rabirowicz. who were relatcd 10 the Salzberss, and
they would keep Rachel company so she workd nos be alone,

A weck later 1 gora leter from M. Symonds saying that the only
way the Minisier of Jmmigration could arrange his recies: v
at college and then | would be fee o sty

e 0 Gy the firs ye

on, legally. This was really all Twanied hecause the year would be
finished in another two monts so tiat by Uie e Faher and the

Salbergs would basve anived and then Rachel would follow, and 1

‘o e
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back 10 nommal. | would offer him a high position ix the compan
and 1 felt that he could succeed. But 1 lso explained that the
would b very complicated for bim because it would not allow him
0 get off liquor completely. 1 told him that very ofen he would
have 10 represent s and enterain Augers for lunch or dinver and

he would have 1o keep them company while drinking-but not 1o

He whd e that he needed two weeks o get back to normal.
From the day he started with us, everything worked out perfectly
he semained with us for many yeas. rel

and

m my

sing, me
social obfiggtions of eating and drinking during the day, which |
considered 10 be 1 waste of time but i

exiremely important for
business purposcs. Keith did lis job mich herter
biave, and from e time he joined the co)
bl no lunch becatks

Dusing thiat perod 1 read a2 unic
from Sydney, who coincident

an 1 would

pany. 1 ca say tiat we

e about our Largest compeuor

ly ad 4 name simda: to o,
Kolotex Hostery. In the aricle, the owner and chaimman of the mill
decrly and
at i very Nigh standard. He went on o say that even whea he was
ot at the mill or was at home or travelling in a car, he could always
be seached by condliess phone and he could get
notice

clabned Ui everthing in £is factory was organized

cre on very short

I those yeass cordless phones, or s we call thesm sow, person!
pocker phones, were a most uncantnon item; not like now when
nearly everybody has one. In relation t this Kolotex chairn
could not understand why he necded &

ordless phone because i
exeryiling ws

funring as smootily s he suid it was, why should

wcroryt 1
hone because [ knew that
when 1 lelt the factory in the crening o for the weekend,
exeryliing there would be allsight becanse we had all piad

they have 16 call him at home and ges bim back o the

never thought of geting such a el

ahout it and made full provisions for it ard if a small proble:

shouled aceur, the prople that were in charge of the night shit and
weekend shifts would know exactly what o do. So reading that
ot Kolotex made me Feel that we were herter organized

artick
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S0 1 confirmed the trip, especily since there were only three
weels left before the deparnure time, and there was only the one

vacancy. Then we had to start mking arsangements for liquidaing
everything 5o that | could be ready on time. The frst thing 1 had 1o
obiain was a visa for Australia, | sill had a Polish passport and sa
did Rechel but for the visa © hid 10 g0 to the Driish
1 another tip in an amioured

Authorties i Jervsalem, which m

convoy. It scared Rachel a bit, but everything, went all right. There
had been o shooting on the way and ater spending two days in
Jerusalem 1 came home safely, wih the visa to enter Austrakia
stamped on my passport

This being July, 1 noticed how difforent the climate ws in
Jerusalem compared to Tel-Aviv. During the day the air was dry

and there was a nice fresh breeze, and in the evening it was really

cool. To, me s was Usc son of weatber | would have really
enjoyed, not lise in TebAviv where | was sweating all day and
constaatly wet iom perspiration, and at night # complete sandisil
wilh 10 a3 10 breaihe, But what sould | co i Jerusalent: I was a
very small ciry with It of hisarical buidings but 5o commercial
development. T scemed 1o anpeal more 1o govemment officils

and wniversiy professors, I additon, it was susrounded by Aribs
from all sides, which makes ife very hard and restriced. It also
nade me feel that my decision (© go o Australia was the cormeet

Twrote 6o Father und Shlamek and Sala and informed therm that
sould be leaving for Australia n 4 few weeks and therefore would
probably be therc before they gat there. | told thern that it made me
happy 10 know that when they amved there, Twould aready be
 reception for
d soune means of

seatled in and would b able to anange @ proy

thern. 1 hoped that they would also be able o
transportation very soon

Now [l o sell the bit o fortiture we had 2d move ort fron
Givat Rambam hecause | could not leave Rachel alone there widi
. ines. As she would now be on her own, she would be much
buter off living in Tek-Aviv and being closer 10 Moshe andl Sumek.
S0 Rachel sl had 10 give up her joiy with the Amiravs

hey were
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Austialia, he carme 1o visit us a fex times. He also got masried and

e oy memory. |
know Ut he settec in the suburb of Moorsbbin and that he
established a factory rden furninure. Talo

ko that s fow years o his cldest son became the mayor of

b children. Bt 1 iust cannor dig up his

at produced plastic g

Moosabbin, <0 ke had done quite well and [ just bope that | will
come across bis mame one dey

Our first stop was Alexandiza. Altiough 1 had not been to that
city before, everytiing there looked quie Funilias o e, as T had
spent some time in Port Said not too far away, and the way of

and urloading the ship by the Fgyprian workers was
s we ad in our nalitary camps, with the Rais
workers Wit his hip, and the sing song for the

exaclly 1

ndling over
speed of working in unison. What was interes

g in Alexandri
were the sumamer palaces that the king used 10 g0 to cool off from
fnfand Cairo., We dic not stay there loag and proceeded 10 Port
sudan

i s was not & special place for s, as the (own was nor very

 sheady seen many

interesting, but the people were, We
Sudanese i Feypt, as all the beter type waiters, even i the army
All the
nd slim azd they werc al

and especilly in e resturrnis, were l fom Suda

peaple in Pon Sudkn seerved to be tall

diessedl the same way, They wore long white robes and white

futhans and, contrary 10 the Fgyptians, they were always sporlessly

dlean

Aftera Few days there and 2 Tty long tip, we armhved in Adea,
Yemen, We were familis fiom Palestine with the Yemenic Jews
cond Workd Wa
« some Jews aver fhere. Alough we stopped for

who had settled there before the S
0 come 3
anly o day, e decidec 10 Jook around and iy o find the Jewish
area, which we did. Quite & few people there could s
ccent. They showed us aronnd and we s

nd we hioped

Hebrew

ut with vy stron
werty they lived in. No wonder they
ne, where

e I wanted 10 go 10

the ones who did comne gr
sdworking
W saw a very ingeresting thing in a Jewish school we were taken

aly suproved heir

way of e because they we 5o ha

0.
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possible. my parens did ot pay thelr promissory nows in the
e, o

moming but always waited until st before hank dosizig
few i v Whengver [was home on o frec
day from cheder, Falier would show e how relible T was iy
kand pay the Bille In those

sohere wa

v e the money 16 ke 10 the b

daps there were no street mu
af eight 10 carzy money and walk alone 1o the bank.

To digress & bit from e story, | would Iike <o add that this

System of paying promissary notes as ke qs possihle was highls

developed in Palestine during he Britsh Mandate. | was working

2 and s e vne who

in o shop in Tel Avis called e

vk the Bills 0 the bank and paid them. “The il was that a bill

ol b paic the day afier the due e, o all business pramissony

¢ ut 1o he due

notes were mad or payment on Thursdays because
Friday was an oficial Mosten holiday, Saturday was o Jewish
Christians. As one was not
longed to. all notes due for

payment on Thursday were paid the working iy afier that, which

holday. and Sunday was secred to th

one

compelled to prove what relig

was Monday, and a0 one ever tmade & promissory note for any
ather day
Getting baek o the oy of Sumek's brir, we had to sy some

prontssory notes on it day. whieh e nomully would have paid
by 1443 pn. Tather askedd me ta o 1o the Bank Polsii early, a1
.50 Uhat Dwould b buck by aon, in plenry of time for th
coustn Trom Kielee who was

fame s wize, afier the same erandiahes

Ldecided 1 take oshe with me and

my g and had the same
the three of us went off o the hank and 1 paid the bils, As we

sl had plesty of e, [ decided 10 show our cousin 3 bit of
tacom. ~o we wandered around tows and enjoyed ourselves
er had warches, and suddenly we

Childien i those days
aoriced ht it was very lare. We ran back home, b it
e late. We had missed the 5t 1 got 1011 off hecause cverybcly
ol 1o mention worrying ahout s, 4 this

s waiting for us

D 2 work day tey could not wai asy longer ecause they had
10 et buck o their shops. So bosie and | missed ot 0n Saaek’s
i, but 1 am sure that ol Moshikes did u good fob and st
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iy it ber e sons i Gty

evergare she knew in Padestine and show me around, She worlc

stay with e for 4 monih. ard then T woukd continue to live with

my el and st Feldstein unil schiool stased in October,
Wt ke mnindl hat sisty years ago. childien did ot have

“rrie
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i changed a it fo s affer the bins of Surnek lecose there
5 mow e by in e house, s 10 help take care of
i, Motler wantedt o ger Dok 1 1 Busines bt she could

not ke case of she buby andd be o of the house at e same e

scrshi ook on it o live in wil us who took care

e by ful
e We alzeady bedl o live in cook who

Row we et two live-in helpers, The cook of course had 1o he

Jewish 1 e s tha o] the fond was kosher, and it was akways o

person in her fate 305 or caly 4 becunse she bac 10 be
welly cithe

sters or divorted or widowed. Bt Lthink 31 one point we had

experienced, independent cook The cooks wer gene

o

i b emigrated o Argenting and she was waiting
for L

he gl wher were e 0 fake care of bubies were gencraly i=
hei e e or carly twenties. And ey were all non e
brcuuse e sl of that e bl 10 louk Fora rdegrons, s
Jewist gics would o e ot ol of hat kind, The g2 who ok

al bouse cleaning [t was i adkle

o Sumek al did the gend

aebvantage 1o have her in the house hecase on Stabbal she could
e off ke light on Fridey night and wam s the Tood o
Sy Before tnat, we used © bave the building cvetiler come

o Fridag night at abo 103610t off all e ighis, and for s





index-9_1.jpg
ONE

Qe il 7l begin for me? 1 ean't go back very G wih
Hmmh‘d informition except o sy et oy fader and

wiother were bom 4 the end of the 19 ccnury - 1894 and
95, sespecively — s ey would prahably b considered 2

e affer

century people, ving g un and lived most of thee Iy
0,1k

ey oHlooking s, butat e seage of fewish i in Poard,

o i ey oo sas a Beantifl il s my father vas

this did not count for very much heciuse mos:

ple were very
religions and sericly obscrvans, and mectings or any fom of

comtact hetween bevs anc g

s unlheand of and ot By
would break the riles of

By mother told me Ut wliestshe et my father for e fiet e
 triendly maiclinaker - she was lef

¢ sysiem.

alone with kim in the Gning toom for abow: an haus, and she
conducted a ane-sided converssion with Fim, as fe young man at
the other end of the table was in shack and was o shy and

reserved in the preseace of 4 young, wonan. and b did o e
word and kept Fidding with he fringes of the blecoh, Bu
despite the Fact that et frst meeting seemed e 3 social disasicr,
the selationship develaped inio an engagement and ulimarely @
g

Thhey were both at the advanced g o 23, which o dhat period
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e freeden they Bavee nowadays, and young people were o
givert thesr indupendence at oo waly an agge. Twenly ane wis
consideredt 10 be tre age when 2 son or daughicr had felly grown
up. At special party for the 215t biticay. they were given the key
oL lose it

1o the s becasse by hen they could be rusic

ven the offickl s
Krow ho

s of young people manrieg was the same.

Although 1 d i was in other countries, in Austial

the voring age was 21, as it was thought that by it age, they were

ald ezt decide who 1o vote for, This bas since been chinged

Adter the war e Viemna, when there was 1

Fup to the ary at
18, the voting age was brought dowa o 18 s well

it

figured 1 nuglt as

Anyw lestine. s 1

0ot

s 160 Tate i e year for

wel wait 4
ths

v 4 good e home £

another e o

d get slowly ready for the ip. A% s
arczngement applied o nearly all my Fiends, we 2ol togethr oftea

and spent time together during the day and evenings. Among other

hings, we would discuss our fature and what we were going 1 o
Since: | had pl
family Pusiness, andd$am very happy s ] did hecanse i proved ro

¥ of time, Lalso g involved wuch more in the

e G great valtie 1 me in the future. [ was just as nportan: 35

stulying & profession, uad even more so because iz addition 1

Tetming all abour the business, a0 got involved and uequized the

practical fundamenta

nn
When Father went o Wassaw every e weeks, Tused o go with

s of a husiness cnd the Kitowledlge of how

i, e woud it al our supplcrs of @ grent variey of s el
sce what was e on the marker and wliat would be suitable for
1 the bt price
we rewned o, e

our type of ensomers. We would sl
and the longest terms of pagmca, Afie
oas wonld asrve sometime biter and we would caeck o see that
everyiling wa

sy 1o

15 ordeed Then we'd sort ant all the merchandise

cording o sention or deparment and display it comeatl, afrer
PrCing Al We even did the Doakkeping orrcives. s we bad ro
o1 10 ke sare of the accaunts Farher used w ¢a it cither on 4
At Sinday exening a o or n the

hop whenever there were

winutes 1helped

“ie
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complicated function bec

e o sales depended on the mnge of
samples we hiad to offer, And we had 1 be sure that our samples

wese attactive, fashior

le, impressve. and inespensive. This

required a lon of effort, thought, and tme. When we stred o

seture clorhing, we liad 1 make o ranges of simples

ore summer wage and one winler g Bt s time
progressed and competition becane ugher and we wanted 10
increase sules. we had 10 start making four 2

iges 2 vear, and that
was for spring, sumirer. autma, and winter, To do that, we b
put in tviee as much ot and

me. We did not want w0 employ

desianer or 2 stvle maker, 50 we had 10 do it ourselves becise we

enew that with our imaginatior: and knowledge, we could do herrer

han any hired designer.

Nlthoush we Lid ¢

ot of Eelp in

olier aress of our busic

e ke that the designing and sampling were up 1o 5. In one
area Rachel and Henta helped us 00, and thet was in the selection
o the prints for the dress and Wouse fbiic that we had 10 orde:
Trom overseas, As we wanied 1o know what their opinion was,
Motiel and Twould take home o few sample ranges of fabric fram
s the four of us would si
dawn and we wonle ask Racliel and Hesis for their opinions aboret

the importers azel on 4 Sunday eveni

every pring we had. Somehow thex alvays ageeed on what hey
Hiked aind didnt like. 1w @ foolproof method of Fric selection
because Motel and 1 knews that whatever Reche! aud Heny

ihed

was not good for s, and whatever they rejected., we should order
This may sound rather funny, bul it was perfectly seasonable
because thei fasee was for elegant and mnique things and ey did
ot like the sandard cammon prints. But o clints ¢id not b for
clegant people. ey bought for i averie common person S0
we coukd apply this principle o the fiekd of mass production. To
put it another way, anvone who wanied somcthing elegant or
exclusive never shopped at any of the sores we sold to,

I the meantine, Father met up with another woman. and he gor

waricd again, This tine he found 3 very Kind and gentle person

and they gor along extremely well togerher. In fact, afier  very

short time we were calling her Auie, and our childen were

e
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seally sorry 1o lose her. She had o find somewhiere to live and o
work in Tl Aviv. We were very lucky in this respect. facliel met 2
young couple from a very wealthy family naned Pick who were
swell-knawn textile manufacturers, They lad a one year-old hahy

and were looking for someone to live in and take care of the child

Towas a Jovely home and ey were wasmn, fiendly people, so  was

happy that | was leaving Rachel in a situation where she would he
serled comfortably
The funay thing was dat whes Rachel weas introdiced © Mr.
pick's fucher, who was @ religious man, and she told him that she
was married and thar her hushand was going away on a tip 10
Avstealia by ship. hie also told her that she must get @ divorce from
im0 a5 ot 1o ges stuck for her whole li iy ship shorld sink
sura. Appacently in the okl
sccepted custom that i a husband was saling wway a Jong distance

and she would be 3 days it wasan

and thewile remained
fying 4
ed t0 say goodbye to all our refatives and frieads,

eme, she must. be left with a divorce

 Thad only one week lef before my

Anyway, lime
departure. |
who were all sorry o see me g0 50 bar away and thought that they

sould probuably neve: sain. They sereof couse also sorry
Rachel who was left frere alone. Would she ever join me - who
Kaew? Freryone had their doubrs about the whole simation, but |
did ot care what they thought. My mind was tmade up and | new
that my iensions were to start 2 new life dn Australia togedher with

achel and. s i trsed ot o, with my father as well

he lastone | Fact 0 say goodbye 1o was lzhak Komn. 1 kncaw
how annoyed fe would be with zae for Teaving our country while
1 andent candid Zionist Yer
e had i aceep the fct that aat only did al his brothers and sisers
d
 marded there ard bronght up theic
children there wihout any desice 10 retur o Palestine. I fact Lhere
were a lot of tists 10 fhis sittion. The st one 1o leve 10

L was staying back hecanse he w

and father live in Australia but Lis son and daughier hed

there a5 well and they

Australia was bis daughter Sara who had mareicd a boy nawed Zizzi
Ashleers

s 1938, Zizzs was Sephardic, and at it
werrible transgression. esnecially in Tel-viv. for an Ashkeriz
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woild stay at & hotel.

In the meantinie, for the past two years Ziylek amd 1 had been

¢ sale of o propentics, bt there were

negotieting with g
any probleans. For ane thing, becanse of the real estate crash in

the late 19505, it was 50 longer a sellers ket 25 there were very

flew buyess available. “The reason for that was fissty, the general

mood on the market and secondly, the fact 1

0o buyer could e

a loan from any

k. as they had all lost billions having lent o
et and were now stuck
¥ they had no lending fcilties

established elienrs in the real esiate

wilh properties, consequ
Even large institutions like insuzance compnics, whi

invest hundreds of millions of their
ruling that they would keep our of the propertios market, And of
course it did not make any differcace thar our holdings were of
the other propertes that hacl failed
becaner the velue of our propertics was going wp all the Lime

quite a different nature 1

owing to the: constant increase i fncome. Bt o orc even wanted
10 analyac or understand that becasse they tad al been fun in the
h

W cauld e airangec the sl of our assers i we wonld have

agaeed o sl the tosal into small groups or individual units, but we
el that this would b 1o much messing sround because we might
sellsome and gt stk with othess, and that dic not suit us. W sl
bad potential overseas bugers fram Hong Kong and Singapore
loaking st ¢ They undes
tic details, They had funds available and could borsow from their
local banks, b ey il one problan that worried them, which
wis the managenment of the pontfolio. Tt
might not work if the nanaging were done fiom 1 distance, Some

oo the position, as they hadl ¢nalyzed il

v were concerned tiat it

of thern would Fave gone throngh with the deal ifwe had agrecd 10
stay on and continue (0 manage e porfolio. We of course rehused

hecause if we stayed on, then we might as well manage i for

ounselves
Wi ke of course that in the end we would put sheough 4 sale,
put we wanted 1o e sure that it would be at the dght price Ta the

mierim, we did nor mind waiting becanse e vilie of our
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her studies and go on & trip around the world with two of her

girfriends. We were quite happy about it because she relly
needed a break Jike that, She was also very mature, 50 we knew
that we could trust her and feel confident thar she would nat get
ity wouble or have any problems, especially since she would
hiave tvo other girls with her

I,. 1970 wheen Annetic wimed twenty, she decided to interrupt

> i - ==

B i arand the il (976

Out a mner it Aneste before
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rip 10 Leraed when we siopped in Constanza in Ronusii, on the
Black Sea

On e of our firs visis to Rabsk, se met 2 family from Keakows

amed Siatlo. Vother and Ars Sseialo became very friendly and
Fon: then on they alvays hooked their Rolidays together, The
Switlos were an assimicad Jowish family and they spoke only
Polish. We also spoke Polish, of course, but witkin the Ly we
wsed Yiddish only. as we did at cheder, While on those holidays in
abica e spoke only Polish ot 1o upset Mother's riead. On year.

whent | was about six, 45 we were pregaring (0 g0 back 10 Raclom,
Mother stazied 1o speak Yidklist 10 s, s nesther 1 nor lile Moshe
could answer hack. for we had completely forgouen aur Yiddist:
Mother was very worsicd abont i Father would sy sl we

veturreed home and spoke 1o him i Polish ke 05, And that
ety what lappencd. Fathier was very upse.
days 1 et ek, into Yiddish,

Father dic not come o Rebka for Shanat becrse it was ton far
which s one of the resons we did ot stay there for the L0l two

o o0k s e
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wanehonse. By clging the postion of all the shelviag, it would

alkaw T much Easter et of receiving goods for sto

swould expedite the dispaching of cuntons afier packing. The
was amazedt that none of us had thonght of it and be got
iy

on ta i imme

This mnager, Mr. Bemdt, was very upset when Stasley id

not come o work chiring the school solidays the following year
hecatse he missecl i very much. Bt Stanley ok on a job in the:
warehouse of a frend of mine, Woolf Pinch, who was a lirge
importer of kzwear fram Hong Xong, Ssley preferred 10 work
there, even though the may was not et ligher andd fie work was
nuch harder, faving o cany binge cartons of kaitweas upan

deivery and dispatch, But he felt beter doing this fob hecius

1 he same as everyone around i because he was rol

s e ne

e boss's son andl nat subject <0 4 prefercrial atiude
sdchidren aze following, in their

s alsr happy hat oue

parene’ Tnosstcps. During hies schaal holidays Tali 100k on a ob s

for berself withont

awaitress gl so that she could eam moncy

depends Andt Bl also worsed as 4 waitress 10

on hes par
carm hes own moncy. Guy worked in the Kichen of the King David

Harelhelping o prpaee meals, and in s spare time he wrked 55
abellbos and 2 porier there s wel Personali, T ihink it 54 very
by way of starting ot i e 1o ki it yous have o work
and matke an effort w progress and adviace.

1 know o @ number of cases in Melhoure where affluent

parcrs gave thei ehilden for

erything they could. T one s

esuple. upoa the m he parents bouglt the

riage of theit son

e couple the icest house possible i he weallivst suhh,

complete with lush gzt and beautihol swimming pool. They
e sared |

ook the san o deir estalished business, wh

e tp, Without esception. al those auniges and businesses
cventually fied, The renson is thal - s o very vouns person you
Fopeoaclieve. you have
niting 1o look forsard 10 and nothing to aim for, s you becorac,

with everthing tiat you could ev

borect with your dally rorsize and you star looking for sorie
exciremnent. Frentualy sou sl find it cither in garnbling o drugs

ware
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we had to sty out in the fresh air for o long time before going
home:

In addition to going tw see movies, [ also loved 10 read. T was o
merler of o

tibrary and. as T had very busy days ind evenings
ah. But gl s

to Pl 4t 9:30 ad turn ot the lighis 2 10150, 50 tiere was not
sting

erioned previoush. L bought mysell s lasiligh
anltooic it into my bed with me. When ‘e ights were samed il |
covered mysell wih the blanker, tusted on the flashligh. anc resel
for as long as T wanied under the

the o'y time leftfor reding was 1

enough e lelt 10 read, For me this was the most fs
situation. So. as | m

orers. without my pareiis cve

e i the bedroom. Pren today, e only tine [ean find
o read and enioy & book s whez o o bed, except da now |
read unil atany our, witheut liaving ta hide e ight

11927 when Sumele was bom, our way of e canged a by
becatise, first of all, we hadl a litle baby in the hause, As 1 was
already cight vears old wnd Moshe was six. we hed oind
“omerliz

10 play with «
playedd
Being so close i e, we would always disagree while playing, and

d enfoy fogether Tecause wp unil e

hough b most of the time

ot togerer. we foug

et of us always thought that the other was wrong! But since we
D 2 il brother, we waould both, niost of the time, give him our
e i oo

mother decided not 10 chnge Ler way of e, and sre
comtinuiecd 10 attead 1 the business every day as she had dose
efor: Sumnek was horm. So. 15 1 mentioned ear

v Verber tonk on
oung il o ke care of the baby and lielp il cook arel clean

thee house in fer spare time. Mothes could rely o dhe girl i 1end o
the by, and all she had 10 0 was g0 10 10 feed him a few times 2
diay while he was sull on the hreast

“The sl was thar fhe cook had 10 b @ Jewistt wonaz, middle
aged seithout her owa By obligations. lu the girls who helped

take care of the babies

e howsekeeping had 1 he unticy
nd in their twesties. The cook had a few free hours o Saturday

fieemoon and evening a5 fer weekly day off, while the

heusekeening gl o Susday off. 5o cverything worked o nicely
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anel the end of 1915 1 hed o elative in hat wuni, 3 boy who lud
i a4 sousin of mine. S s e Gaghier of Morher's oldes

sister. Sarm Sz, snd she gor nuried in Tl fefore the

war. She o fud 3 brother Iving there, Tsael, who went for
Boliday 1o Raddon in August 1930 and gt lost in Polanc

during, the war and wes neves head fron: agin

Mol the Serasyaters sere fie sousing we somehow Il

Femote o themn, and s harely ever got together. The reason fo

i e e motter and theie nothes also hardly saw each orhe,

gl hey swere in costact Sz was e eldest and other was

s and they @ conpleaely diferent oulook on [

Tlis cocsin 11 dons rerber ler st naned whose husband

s tsen prisorier by the Gernans o firke unders ear shop an

Slienkin Street e lenby. and Tused w sce her there from tme
o time, Her sushond eventually cune ack e the wa, but |

ot remerther nucis dhout hi






index-340_1.jpg
Loy Komuas

callng, her Nanz, She hed a daughter Alice whose husband's narue
was Paul Horskey, and they had a lile girl named Simone. We all
al facuily. This ime |
was realy happy for Father. e moved into one of the apartments
site. the E

shite. The important thing was that e was indepenlent

ogether and we were e 1

goton very well

in the Hillsan building where he was just opp
Brighte
again and settled in fis own hoe, witle he sill worked at Kortex
ve and

every day 50 he had an ccen
fullled,

We also caught up with Zeylck Rabinowicz. He had opened a
very modem pleating factony called Permanent Pleating, and his
wile Havcia spenta ot of er ime in the Factory as well. At Kortex
e staried working wih tiem because it gave s a new special line

patian andl was kept

of permancntly pleated Skis and dresses, which were selling in

very lange cuzntiic
P
professionally as well as so
“The kics were gronwing up, and the tione carne for Anncte 1 stist
school. There were two types of schaols in Austalia. One was
callet he sare school, which was under free cancation and was
available 0 everyone. The other was the public school, which bad
e establishid by the chucches. At the public school the foes
weere hightand i was hard o get in. Bt we i not want t send hee
s out her going 1 4
boys and irls, und we were afaid that she

s pleats were a novelty and had become very

pular. S0 we speat a o of tme with the Rabinowiczes

10 4 state sclool beense we were woried

sehoal with some raugh
might b wisirated. o we applied to bk College, which was
the S Andien’s Church gl schoo! in Brighton. Annette w
accepted. We cid ot wory tha

€ site wonld have 10 attend churct

services bese we wonld explain to her it she vwas Jewish, And

n Sunclay momings she would attend Sunday school at the Tast
Brighton Synagogue, where they would icach her about Jewish
weligion,

We did the s thing with Stanley, who stuted kindergaren a1
was the boys’ school that belonged w
oys had o attend churct service in
our som would say fewish and

Brighton Grammar, wh
the sune church. Although the

the Anglican church, we knew
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Kven here | can show you that they b
and
m yet, but who knows.?

taking over cerytbin

alveady zrrived. Just look arouad ) sec aliost al Chinese

Of course we have no pro

Discegarding my atempt ot subtle humour, Mol was really

shocked and could not

believe his eyes,
ot 100 fewish

1 forgot 1o mention that we also employed
people in all fiids, We were cuie happy 10 9
onld no et 2 fob. and we would

ccept any few who

it i what 10 do in vacicus

sections. especially since there was et time u ke number of
who could ot speck English, We also bucl
d trustworthy
One
o

imigrants ffom Russiz

Jewish people in a i number of respoasible

ositions. some of whom stayed with us lor nny v
Tewish man,

s Fiszman, who sas actsally originally fror &

and did our distibution [0 small supermakets and ether accounrs
e cald nor dedl with direcly, siayed on with Kortex even

we ad sold o
and
investor approached us o inquie if we would be prepared 1o scll
He indicated that the
oo that we would not be able 1o refuse. So firs: we amanged 3

A few months arer 4 Melbourne textle manufacturer

Kortex o b

erm o bis offer wauld be so

private meetng, and then a few sessions with lawyers and
The offer was s high and he
conditions so suracive that we ssmply coukd not pass it up. We
the business only and we kept all the buiklings o a full e
basis, s well, we agrced (0 say on 1o run Kartex for the next five
years on 4 profitsharing basis
W really o

e our ol complicated and competiive uanuactiring cnicrprise
and invest all the maney into real estare, which wonld require il

attention, and e wonld sl ngizain ll enployment for

countants from both

nol refuse this offer, as it gave us Lhe chanee 1o

ourselves at the factory. This was very inportant to us because
Zeylek and T were just over sixty years olg and we wanted vy

mueh 10 be sctive in the business for aTeast anatver five years, but

insucha we

tha we did not have uxcessive responsibiicy
could ke time off whenever and as offer
Wit

we wanted
o elped us make up o1 miids was the f

that e
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soldiers. Then I noticed that beind the reception desk tiere was
s that it was o
wress, which the
hat is how we spent our wedding

some 5ot of 4 room. When I looked inside. [

aealy empry store oom, So 1 asked for 4 ma
fellow eventually found. A
night = on & sattress on the flocr of  storeroom. But 1 did not mind
and | kep irying o checr
very bad. they can only g0 one vy and that s to g berer. So, [

hel up by telling her that i things are

ied life, we

reasoned, sinee we had such & poor start to our ma
were sure 1o improve all the time

d end up i a o
Huxarious fumiture and a nice soft bed.

e stayed at that horel anothe two nighis, this time in 4 real
room. We had a very enjoyable time, spending most of it with
Mashe, Surick, and our closest fanily. but mainly in tre horac of
e Cdelsburgs, who treated us like their own children. Th
time caane o leave and 0 g0 back to our units. Rachel and 1 had

 our breakfast in the hotel dining room, and they brought us in our
bill because we were in & hurry to leave, In those days the bills in
small horels were &l wiiten by hund, us they did not have 1
typewsiter. T noticed that something was wrong with the addiion
We il stayed there three nights but there was an xira charge that
Levuld not urderstand. When @ ooked at it more carcfully, 1 found
hat they had writien fhe dute 4/2/41 on the top of the invoice and
they

ahove the total. This was quite 4 lacge amount in tose days. |

the

e it on 1o the total, which mace it mare thaz: four pounds

asked Rachiel g0 10 the office 1o complaia. When she did, they
st her,“What do you care i the blaody Englishman pays a itk
ex? They don't understand it and they always pay i Rachel
expliined that T was fust as much a Jew as they were, so they
apologized and chan

This seems 1o Jave been quite o prevalent sysiem in Tel-Aviv
during, the war because 1 had another similar experience. Walking
long, Allenby Street one moming, Rachel and 1 had o buy some
matches o light fer cigarete. There was an ol Jes, religious with
a long beard and blick cothes, siting near the great synagogue
seling cigaretres and metches fiom a small siand. lachel asked fo
e matches. 45 1 was abovt 10 pay for them, he asked for three

ged the amoun,
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e ime b come now when we could st & regular family

ne, y she
could, | went out every moming and tied ta establish the busiaes
of manufacturing and selling cardigans. Althon
aried for e yeas, e decided 1)
children unil we were wel established on 4 sounder basis, and

hopetully 1

1p our bedroont and the kitchen in the bes

we had been

we woud nor hay

would not ke long anyrore.

later the Titwes
e Thad 5o telephone, but be Fad my address. | was.

ot from Payne’s Bon Marche

e 1o see
e that he fad corte 1 ask e i
pplaz, 1 s
which 1 had delivercd two weeks hefore were taa short by abour
twoinchies. T could not wnderstand why that s, but Lasked him (o
send the goods back to Yelen in Coburg who knited them. and |
hen

repest delivery, but instead

ems that al the cardigens

he fa & vry serions con

pronsised (o exchange for the corect size within  few days.

Twent 1o see the suitier and discussed it with bim, we coukd not

inderstand what bl happencd. Bur when we checked up the
cones of yarn that were stll there we Found hat
20 Less dhan they shavld, ves when they amived in December the

y all weighed

weight was correct, So Trere was anly one explanation for it There
in the woel,and it must have evaporated

s about 209 of wa

B
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erying out while he walked with bis donkey. “ite zachen. ate
schmatics..”

S we could nor see any problems at all, and everything was
her for e February was

quict and peaceful Even the we
1. 50 Mother anl T were both very happy that we

extrenely ple
b fimally served in our country of the futre and were pleased
da few ahe

it our family decision 10 seule e, We alko
elatives in Tel-Aviv, azd my mother introduced me 1o all of them,
Besides the Feldsteins, wha were Mother's sisier and brother-in
v, and their adapied daughter Yoceved. Mother had a cousin,
Meir Pozack., whe was in s late twenties and unmarried. Then
there were some refuives of T2 One was an older siser of
Nattan Himmelfars. Hes hushand’s family na
o g ers and anned 3 s

e was

chocolite

Loswensiein: duy I
factory, There was  younger brother of Rega Szeic's. His naae
e was still single an that tue. And of
course there was Abran Kormar, F
wile, s son Itzhalk had a avel ageney
Boulevard, Tie hac two children, Jacob and Sara, bat no wife. His
vounger brotier THillel, who had moved © Palesting with B

was Sl Roman and

7 Herd comer Rothchild

daugluer Miriam, was doisg real estate managenies. So allhough

we did pot have many elatives there, it was quie o sice cirel of
people. and Morher and 1 kept busy making the rounds

e et e wecks went by very quickly and saon i s Purint
sides the Fanly partics and e Cressiug up in cosmmes, s was

a very imponant time i lel-Aviv becavse on Purim day there was

s eaurilly oraanized, and everyone
el g0 by | remersber thet the
was the magor of Tel Aviv, Aeir Dire

s enomous parade 1

came out o Allenby Sueer 10w

Teader o the p
whar e on @ white Torse leadisg, it all with the hands and he

vehicles and. the various groups of prople and o
nehind him. 1 took quite i whil for the entie paacle 10 pass by
and it really ereied 3 specisl holiday feeling for everyone in
TebAviv, Ater s

stant thinking hout g ack 10 Radont 1o the rest af 1l

celcbrated Pusin in Tel-Aviv, Mother hac 10

il
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This sory, which develops over
‘a perid of lmos: cigh

the purposcof econdngall the
episodes of his i o that bis
children and grandehilden, and

exentually their offspring, vill
anderst: w Sahba Les
proggcsed brough the Tesenich
century and how he solved sl
the proplems that came zlong
the best way he could,

There i no tention to ach
o advise anyone reading this
bouk how they should solve
their v problecns when they
occur, but it might be helpful
for them to knaws how Sabba
Tes e in geting he best

ol lfeand enoying o the
lest
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T just & it worried thar the fuilding would not be e
time, bt the first section Toked newly Tished. so 1 chose the
front one on the fist Noor with a lovely halcony in the front, The
ilder wha showed me arousd assured e that we could move in

o the st of Mareh, which suited us fust fine because we expecied

e baby 0 be bom about two weeks laer. The buildag was going
10 be called Hillsan, afier the o brothers who wen pariners,
Hilel and Stanley They alveady had anorher Jarge building
called Stnlull and that was 2 medical centee block on S Kilda

Koud, a boulevarc !

Ko

ich lec! from the city to St. Kilds

Here also Stanley Komuan was i visiosary ahead of his e, 8t

Kilda Road was « beautiful boulevard with exclusive exquisic
few miles. extrenely wide ¢

ablishied residental aren. Ther Stan'ey

nansions spanning

Lavens and rrees. It was 1
and said
e of 1 There was a treme:
the charieter of the surroundings, and

e wanted 10 Build 2 six-siorey

davs

office black right in the

oty tha s woukl s

the council would not give him a pecmit to build. Bt he caimed

thar just as things were luppeaing in the United States and

| overcrawded
og
hie dowmown of

the cities were becoming overloaded
s ralfic, and the trend w:
and 0 go downiown, axd $1Kilda Road was
cloume. 8o i they objected o an office block, he would buiid it

ol 50

blocked] with exce out of the ey

& a residential block witt the right 10 sublet it 1o docto
that i would become s medical cexre and it wonild b of grea: help
ol the residents on St Kild Road
e got the permit and ercetce the bulding, called Seanhill, The
reason | said he was a visionary is that this was the fisst commercial
s, all
dons were: demolistied and replaced by twenry-storey
the area zeal

buildinig on duat roud, bur since ther witkin about thizty 3
the 1
huildings containing the most mportant offices. 2n;
racter of 1. Kilds Read was
sl maingained. as all the buildings were recesse d g
nd each one was budli n 2 beautiful diffesenn siyle so they
are on even two the same. To me, St Kilda Rl s oz of the most

feceme a dowstown regivn, The ¢

o front.

beantifulsreets in the wenld, and it s all thanks 10 Standey Komman
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b 6w by e

Then came the Shabbat in <k when ©was called up to the

o Afervards we hud 1 liddush for the sangreggaion, which
ws prepared a day before in the Kabbi' kitehen, i

part o
el Afier than, all the rebatives canie o our (a for o kancheo:
meluding e il and Sl So we had all our ncles ad

aunts andl cousins and of cousse our grzndmether, Bt o strasgers

e neighbaurs, and o even any Fiends, Lhad o repen e dasha
ance more, and we drank et
ement thit |

don't rementher Moshe's Bar Mitzvah, I was probaoly just a Femil

Perhaps it wes b

with nohing partealirly memorble

bt it

In weneral, we had 1 very g e e like all the

et anl el
ather Farmilics of our micdle class fewish compunity, without any

specl
“The main probler of being, Jewish vl Tiving in Pold were
e anti Semitic occumences. But we ok ther as part of e, T

el s somerning that bad exised for thousands of vears

and would never change, When we suared 16
Ut the Nazis were: coming 10 power s Gerany. we Felt lueky Tt
we lived in B

din the papers

landl where things wese quicter. Bur we ahvays bad

 concern that it might change theze wo. This sirenarhencd our
resalie 1o Jeave Polandl as planned and o ga to Palestine.

heen the it 10 50 10 Palestin when |
l then the rest would Follow vz by ane,

1 was supposed o 1
ool in 19,
Hut our mothe: woul:

vely o anyone 10 tell her how ings
were in Palesine - she liad w s out for herself S as she fud a

Tel Aviv, shie decided 12 1935 2o tiere on 4 shos visic

and see how she liked it She chose © go belore Purim and o

e for Pesach
I hose yeass, you could only travel 0 Palestine by ship. From
Poland. you bacl o st off by train o Romania 10 the port of
Avir

Constanzi o the Black Se and then go by ship o Jaffa T

Thee i stopped at three cities on the way Lstanbul in Turkey.
Athens in Greede. and Alesandri in Py pt Aller abes five days it
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Zaylek ol me shie e had  problen 100, He had offered the sae

el to another aerson, but since they had not finalized anything,

he was gornp 10 withdia the offer he had made o the famons
Blouse and swinwear monufacurer Millsein end Weiss, who

e wder the mame Geneviee, Znvlels 0ok cure of that, and we.
sizrted 1 panershin withour signing any agreement

We knew each other well enough o feel confiden that our word

s s ool a5 . contract sealed by Twyers, nuybe even better

Tt pony we had to st some action on both sides. Zivleks was
oing 10 be
premises. while Motiel and 1 had to sell out of Kottex t becore

sponsilic for arranging the machinery and the

ree of our obligarions. Here it we were very lucky. We found 1

Jewish inmigrant from Bolivi who hed come o Ausialia 1o got
sy from the problenss i South America, He had had a silar
business over there and wanted to stay in the same irde. 5o he
az

withon fhe name. We wanted 10 keep the name Kories and use it
for onr new business, which we would eall Konex Hosicry bills
The new buyer wanted us 10 siay with him for thee months 1o
d ta iatrodice
him 1ol our customers. sa we aranged i Motel would sty
with hins and 1 wonld g with Zoylel and stars workisy
enteprise

eed to oy out our srock and the busingss e way it was a bus

familacize him with the way the business was run

1 explained o Zvick again, g5 1 had already wamed him
previousiy, that 1 ad na idea sbout nrachinery and did not know
el about hosiery yam and kniting, Bt he s
awate of dhat f;

eliarge of adminiatration. sales, and general supervision We found

i that b was ully.

1 and e did not mind because | was 16 be in

vz s called

bulling, shich was i Losiery mil for many

Yoffa tosiers. but it had closed down about a year before. 1w

farge building sitied in the sight position in Brunswick, Alber St
and that was 4 good i 10 get the reguired abour, Zrylek T

alreacy ardered some machings o Fuope. so by the ime we
bough the building and preparcc it Tor production. the nichines

waul

artive. We also Fadt 10 find some good mechanics or bring
some in from pverses

e
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hiouse up Tor sale s il was sold] very quickly. We bud 1o vacae the

house before we could move into our new home, so while we stll
it cwver six months for the constzuction 10 be completed
temporarily inio an apartment in Caul
Hly locared and nat too far from te kids' school and my
affice, Nawrally, we sissed the convenience of our hovse and

el chat was quite:

especially the garden that the whole Fanly used for playing,
barbecies,

very close 10 the public park, so the clildrun uscd 10 5o to play
there

ind parties, but the apartment that we moved inlo was

It was 1962 and our business started 10 improve, as we I

avercome most of our setingup problems. both teenical and

arganizational. Our e became very well known 1o all the

customers we approuched so that our sales were increasing

constantly, especially since our quality was of a very high standard

aand vur prices were the cheapest ever offered in the trade. In

Idition to that, we got it anorher ine

Motel, who had already finished handing over the Kortex.
clothing warelosse o the new owner, was now spending bis G
in the hssiery Factory. but he found that he did not hive enough to
do 10 keep himself busy. S0 one day he came in holding 2 pair of
lecies” underwear in bis hand and said, “What do ya think about

stacting 0 11

55 produce ladles’ briefs the way we produce hosiery,

and we can offe it
s a brillant idea, and we agrecd o get on 10 & immediately. We
il ek Jot of vacant floor space. and we could very quickly buy
cutting machines, sewing machines, and suitable fabric. We could
start producing ldics’ briefs on a large scale with no extra

e same customess at the sime time?” This

administration or sel
ch
it, and cecrybody woukl be happy

It did ror take very long o orgnize, and we were now
hosiery and ladies” bricfs,
we had the birges number of customers in the conniry, our

s casts, so that we would come up with the

sapest possiile price. Mol would be in charge of supervisiag

expanding in o field 2d seeing a

production figurcs were increasing enarmously. When we suricd
manuactUrtg w tied 10 establish osrscives with all the aulets all





index-375_1.jpg
THE STORY OF MY Lire

an anicle sbout our son and
i asd lid o
even know how sl he b done. This was a different newspper

they insisted on publishis

Siressing the et that 1his boy wand

story whout a differest Stanley Koran, and by now the name of
Rorman ro longer Fad a stigma zitached 1o i On the contrary. it
was 3 qame to be proud of

o the mersime. the business was growing ol the time, 5o we

sing the admunistration so that we would not have to
ek bt would e able 1o rely on our
ous supervision and

Kept reor

spend more hours
management (o take
ull conurol, but during regular houss withoat having to fntertece
with family life so that we cauld be with our familics as much s

wof evergtiing, undk

possible. Teven made i srrangement it [ would comse o work in

el of 530 and 10 leave the office o
it of 3.30 e resson for this was that s we lived in Brighton
wwich, Thad to cross the ciy o get o
one end fo the other, During rush hour dhat used to (ke ahout an

e maing 2 9:30 st 53

and the office was in Dro

hour caeh way. By leaving home a bit ler in the momiog and
finishing work a bit earlier in the evening, 1 cut down the tavelling
fime from ore hour 10 35 minuics, which made an enormious
diffrence. And as we never took a lunch break anyway, we always
managed 10 arzange everything during our working houss

To sy that we never 1ok 4 lueh break is acually nar quite

accurate. Trom tine 10 tiue we had 10 cnuctain buyers from
various stores and ke them out for Junch or dinner. Becavse [did
ol wan 10 geve up my dinner ime which | always speat with the
Family. it hal 10 be Tunch. But when you go out for anch, you have

1 Fave a full meal and deinks for the

guaests’suke. and that ahwvays

100k over two hours. Then, gaing hack 1o the office, T did nor

always feel cleurhiended enough 1 work (o satisfction. To avoid
those sinuations, 1 hired 4 sales ¢ cutgoing
sersonalty. His nme was Keith MeCond aly worked
with 2 frcad of oors bt he was e becase be was an alkeoholic
i was abnost abways Dl drenk

When | inervicwed ham for tae job, 1ok him thar | knew all
It i e ot clea up his act and g

ager who had a

chie. e act

anout Lis problem and s

e
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on alone in the Chinese hotel
On Monday morning I went 1o M. Macsh

s affice. He agreed to
see me quite willingly. 110l him ny problen: of how 1 was stuck in
Singapure without a chance of getting to Melbourne and 1o one
could help mme. He tokd me that this was unforumately e siuation
&t present, but | should give him 4 few days and he would mzke
some inquiies and maybee he would come up with something
Well that did not ook 100 promising but that ws al L coukd do, Sa
Tigave b sy acdress and teleplione number at e Chinese hotel
anct be promised t get in touch with me

Two days later there was a message for e that he had called and
wanted 1o see me. When 1 got 1o his officc, Mr. Marshal told me
that e e ust found out hatshiere was a cargo i auivisg Lhc

nex: day from Frenntle with & ki of care. On the ship there
were five Australians who were on 4 round rip from Frennike 1o
sirigapore, and they scnually had room for ane more, so ifLugreed
could join themn on the returm 11ip and 1 would have  cahin all 10
myself. It would take: the ship three days to unload the.
then the were going stcaight back. Il was 2 six-day
was extremely happy o

atle and.

i this offer, s it was & chance (0 get

out of Singapore almost imumediately, and that was al 1

el

Twas really very hucky to huve met Mr. Marshall because i not or
bin, 1 don't know how long
My friend, who waied for help from his relarives in Ausicalis
waited there another faur wecks until he gor the chance to leave
And M. Marshall was not ust the leader of the Jewish community
but he was 2 personalic in the general and poliical spheres of
Siagapore. & few years hier, alier Singapore bad become an

1d have been

ek in Singapore.

independent state and had its own government, Mr. Marshall we

appoied Prinie Minister

Well, 1 suud fasewell to Sirgapore and boarded the catle ship a
few days.
nat wind because it was only for 4 few days, snd the other five

= kven though everytling on it was second rate, | did

passcrgers were very friendly people and | had a very good time
with then. They it nor care ahout anything on the ship becanse
their main occupation was drinking, beer all the tine. They
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svould already be 4 free man. Reading the letrers 1 was sl a e
Gonbilul becanse it did nar sate this amngenent clearly, <o 1
called Mr. Symonds. 11c told me not 1o wory as this was a situation
without any problems, butit cauld not have been pat in weiting, 11
reassured e that as long as [ continued until the end of the year. |
would be
o
achieved what 1 wanted

By the end of 1948 T would live in Melboumme, [ would have
Father with e, and by that time hopefully Rachel would be there:
1o, andl it veas now only 5 matter o a couple of months. So 1 mde
sure to study hard and get good masks and fisish on the top in my

e citizen afrer that. Wel, i took e & long time, 2hout
s of a continuous effort, but i was worth it

nd 1 had Enally

final exams. T was ot very difficult because | enjoyed the stodies
and 1 liked ull the subjects. 1ad T beer: e years younger, T would
5ot have minded fiishing the wholc course and gering the degree,
it by 00w [ ws 100 old andl © ad imporians family obligutions.

s November was anproaching and by now Lkncw that the ship
was duc in about two weeks, 1 had 1o start looking for u phice 0

live in Melbourne for Father and me and the Salzhergs. I foand just
e right place on Dickens Street in Elvosd, a hause nest door 1o
Pact's Comer where Uncle Abrahans lived. It was 4 very nice
four-bedroom house awned by two sisirs, old spinsters. They
were fenting our two bedroons, the use of the Kitchen, and the
living room, anc that made it very comforuble and it was very
wsiefully furmished. S 1 had one bedroom reserved for the
Salzbergs and ane for Father and as | tll 2ad to b i Geelong until
the middle of December, I would sty in Fathers bedroom
whenever | came ta Melbourne and evenully | would move in

there.
Soon aller that the Derna wrived in Port Melbourte. §aind some

of the Kormans wailed
When at last we spored them, we were very happy fo see that

aher and the Salzbergs o come down.

Father and shiamek and Sala all looked well They were glad
bave finally amived in Ausirlia. The ship they were on was, of
cours

times and i the st weck the refrigeration went bang, and they had

second-rate vessel and the engines broke dosn 4 few

“a02e
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preduced, Some sold Tresily nade burrer and nsilk i choese
Some cane with 3 varety of segetable
no telrigeraion or i ar cold

swhileothers brogat

s of scasonal fruit

ki
s fresh out of the ground or of the iree

Sorage, and eventhing
o stright from the cow. You can imagine how it sl tisted

or, picked when npened and

Everpthing had it original
delivered fresh, We bl w bake our own bread and colls and cakes
andl of eousse they tased wonderful | can sl semember the flavor

Diack berrics

of the calies shaped like x tringle and flled with
olish forest, Afier

aalled “carthberries, which grew only in the
you st therm, your tongue and your lps and even the s of your
finges stayed black for day.

Father could ot et away from the business 1 come with us

ol vacation. Even though summer wis the quier season

for shopping. fie coukd not close the shop for two
e 10 come out every Friday aficmoon and say with us uni

Sunday evening. This applicd 1o nearly o1l the men and Fahers that

come on the s train cvery Fricky. All
lage would vt together a
s And they had ks of

]

we knew, wio all used t0

e fewish Eanilies on vacation at the v,
e station aad help the e with thei
st they had 10 bring anything that e could 2ol g
meat and chicken — enough 1o

and of course chocolate, nurs

peasants, such as kosh

Kep us going for the whole week
Toflipops. and halvat. So, natarally, al the kids were happy when
s were happy 1o

e fathess arived for Shabbac, and the mo
to see their fushands coming for the weekend. T did nor

understand why the women vsed 1 say, “Ihe kameskerrer tre
h. “bomentener mems cinmey sweeper). |

ke you must

coming” tin Yidd
thought to myself that

yhe they meant that j
Jiave a chinney sweep in an energency when your chimney gers
biocked, 50 you need your husband o come o do something for
¥ou_ (Now | know they meant (0 you )

This docs not mean that Father had no holica
his wacation later i the year, when he would go o
Orwock near Warsaw for 1wo weeks. Later, when Sunck was about
fivee, Faher would take bim wid bim, but then they went a bit

He would take
st house in
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beacis holiday ot Surfers’ Paradise, cspecially 1 the winter,

The same thing applied o Stanley aud Betty and the children, bt

1982

Milbnire 1985

sanse
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wved in prine on e sercen. Ta keep everyone entertained

there s sorall i nd where at st two musicians

woeld pay s to mateh the action of the stosy. i was mainly o

folin andl s pano; somerins o cello was adkled. It was very
important that the pusic express the feekngs of e acors and

e the events on the screen, and it was really very effective,

1wl mever forget the first sound move | eves saw, 1 was The
= Singerwith Al Jolsan. It 1

d the story of 3 young mn whose

ether was & chazan, and he would assist L, Then the vorung i

e 4 moder fizz singer and rose o sardom in it feld. The
il a0 iy e tunes s Moshe and | had o see € several
times 1o Lears hem il

Athosgh  oved going 10 the movies. | had 4 pessonal proflen
hat Mot dlid o v, Aftr siting o about an hous and a bl |
7o . Bt £ Very incomveniea 0 et up in the ikl of
Sl il squecze prsta row of peopl and then back and, in the
i, sy port o the s, For o white 1 ally did not kaow
whit 1o do Then [ cae up wifl & plas. T used t© take an emory
ot with e, Bl itk was siting 0 sy s, e cnnpes 2 out
Hater. S0 you s there s dways a solution 10 any probien i

think shour it hure enougn But after about 2 year, Tovereame that
problem and pot back o narmal, Bt when 1 iink back 1o the
siuaton, 1 don’ know what 1 would Tove done it 1 ad heen &
"

There were thrve movie theatres in Radon, <o there was abways

enough vasiety of movies for s (o chnose Fam. [ dhink they

e films about once 3 week. When as schoolboys e

Used o ke off from school and b s without permission

e without our prrests’ kaowledge, we would sometines g0 10 a

maime B

ot we i a prodlem with tha. One of the theatres s

sitatee in o building that had some moisy fems, anct the

pr
o smell of moukd from underneath the structure would seep o

the theatre. When we were side we got used o it but when we

Teft, the sl stue s and would sot disspear o e 3 while
simel fand find ol

oy and ot schoo,

I order 1o e sure that o parents sould
thit we hed been 1o the movies dur
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conribued 1 4 change = utine for w, s we were more

indppesdent and we G noce own up. We had a il Feeling

when Father nsed 10 g0 away for 3 holidy 10 4 resort o 4 coupl

of weeks once or swice o yeur. T the 0% fe would ke Sumek
with him, and we stayed hick as 3 much smaller family

j‘

The thce brothers i a photo e scat o Motber iwhen sbe 1as
Patestine. 1936

Bt the biggest change in our daily lile occurred every vear just
etore Pesach becs

s gettiag rezdly for Pesach was a very big job,

We were seligious and sincerely o, therefore there was o

Cheating. Everything had 1 he done conectly 10 ¢ 4 hundied
pescent kosher, In aditon. this was st the tight period for spring
cleaning, o e curigins i
dried. e hung up
ats, everything ad 19 g0 thiough o torougs cleaning The
Tumure

10 b taken down, washed, stretched,

“The hedspreads and upholstery. the floor

the Noors ac 1o b serubbed and, of course. the most
important thing was the clunging of @il the dishes and the
cutlery.

About s week before Pesach, Mother would 2o uway

w
4 neatby village called Fariee, where there was o ge muizo

bakery for Fand-made mavos. Athough ey delivered 1o

everyone. Mother would aot st them, and she had 1o be there.
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o the rest of st Needluss 0 sav. this upset his sabbi very miuch
It b sentinuee co reach b, hoping for a reversil

wds during this period 0] sarted o leam o play the violin,
it busy schedule, Thinking back now, 1 ¢on't remeniher
Mother's
med

why | stated Tk g nusie lessons, but i must have b

st For some teason | was the only ane in che family who |
sic. a< neither Moshe nor Sumnek followed sult | rementaer ane.
e T had been playing and practicing quite Lard,
et asked Mother, What daes he necd all his for? Such & waste
e twhich in

iddish means 1 person who pliys i band at wedldlings). Mother

day, bty
&

o e s money. s he ever gong 10 he a &

seplice T does not live 1o learn i for aay purpose, but iUs very

oo for him o krow and undersiand musie ™

am ctemally graelul o Morher for having insisted a1
comtinue o practice the viokin i learm all abost music eciuse i
sel et done it as a yousg oy, Twonlkd have sissed out on all the
oy and heppiness of listenng 16 ard understanding music and
participating in musical experierces. And all the satistastion which
hild

iy - my wife, our el

Vard iy whole
‘e heen completcly Tosi o us, and i

derive from music would b

fie woukd bave been so much duller sehout it
Teid ot just o to a violn techer for lesos - tis would not
have been encugh for lotker [ was sent © 2 music seiool after

e music treory

hours, shere [ luamed fo play e viokin an sin
maging how 4

the age of nine

and music history. Now you can in

andl en | would stz school at & i six days a week tinelucing

Sundays) and finish a2 pau come home, b lnch. do
omework, ot s school three e 3 week a1 pan for one
our (shich ok 1172 with walking here and bacto daen had the

) for

s for a6 p . dly Gexcept Friday snd Sanidey
one hour, then practice e viok for about aa bour, and then on
Stndays have o Hovrs f prehesta playing a music school from

games except

305 pan.. There was no time Tef: for any fun a
h

once 1 week, at seven in the vening, we wonld o to the

Of course there was o telexision or video in those days, bur we
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o bcause of their army sersiie, Tal: has alieady fnished hier

snny service, Adam, Guy, <nd Simon are now in the amy and the
i force, and Ki is oining up i s few months when she conplees
her fnal year at school,

rument
o and very svanced o the cello

The paly one who will nor give up playing her in
Bickal, who Is extremely e

The Korscos ensembic giving an al-hrome Chastah concert
1090
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& 1 have memtioned, my grazdmorher on my motier’s sic
diedl in 1927 when §was cight years o She lved with her

b (anel or Ferter Yanhel) and his faily and. as 1

ntioned before, they Gived not far fom my schoul, where thet
nd delicatessen. In

Fal i o in which they suld food products
ackaged
of sugar. As these items cme i krge sacks, they had

e and put

o of e or s bag.

those days you coukd 5ot buy 3 an
> be

weiged acconding (o the amount the customer requ
into i paper g The store il a1 arge variery of foods, a5 well

s chocolares and llipops, so 1 used 10 drap in somcrines on my

way Bome o sehaol and gt some sweess for free, Taey lived in
cond loor. and or Shabbat

the sarte buidig s the store, on the

wesed 10 gota visit therm, Unele Yarkel also tanufactured - type

o e soap. which he sokd 1o other stones 55 well as i 1 o
His Fle Gactory was in @ snsall room withio o block of flats cigh
nest door oy schon

“Their surmme was Potazniie nele Yankel and his wite, Auncic
Blalka, hac four cildzen The i oldest were oshe, wio w
thout e years older than e, aud Rajel, who was about my e

We used 10 see cacih other quite ofien. As | already mentione
Bloshie went o sudy in Viina fust before the War and wm
Cormunist e was erested by the paiice and put i il When the
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dusing the few ot weeles in December and January, Tht of course
meant U whatever was knited] when the woolen vam contained
water, shrans in the nest two wee's and te girmens b

it b the

shorter, bt st was beiryg ke o s ]
ool was dey abeady
Tihis also explned how [ got the woller

Korman s ol wiiout having 10 pay the exts e shilln

m

i Stanley

surctazge per pound hecause 1 pai for the watcr which added on

o the weight. 50 1 learmed that in business dicre e no bargains
and somelion you ahvays pay the full price. Mz Yelen sugaested
s and get them up to

should wet them and press them

Unatif we wanted 10 redelver those ca

e comeet recuired length, w
with & siearn iron wile streicliing them fengrhise. So 1 s
next two da ctory stretching the cardigans, and lucidly it
was satislaccory and we: rdelivered the goods.

thac whole story came Back 1 me ahou « year ago when we
bougint a large piece of imported veal for roasing, When it was
seady and we ok it 0wt of the oven. the meat had shisznk to about
twothizds of it size. and insead of laving;a it of graey with i, we
had an enormons amount of watery fuice, We could ot understand
why ih

the

is hadl happened, but then | read i tie paper about a week

fater that some food inspectors found that while the permissible
contents of water in the inported mea was 10%, some imporiers
swere ackding another 1% of water which they seld forthe price of
the mea.

Anghow in & gencral way, things were moving all right bui |
wer, 1 should tey 1o

establish a parmership whete we could stat somerhing on 4 bigger

thought that i r

lly T wanted 1o progress

scale, v an adess andl a elephone, and insceud of one person
ve 1w people

e work, with the clunce of discussing eversthing and

ruzning arourd ard irying 10 do ey

rithing, |

sharing

conslting each echer. But [ really did ot know anyene wit «

usiness sense, except Shiamek, who was already establishing
Biself a5 shoe manuficiures. someahing be hud cone very well
atin bunich. and 7eylek Rabinowicz, who had a variety of business

activities that e bad alieady planned before he e 1o
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woied about it He siid that e alsa fad come o fa vy 10 ¢t
away from problems, bur now he ad goten o new
probict.

P lacred Motel by telling him hatforthe Chinesc, it s 0o
for them to come 1o Australia and they would sever have cnough
shups or phnes to underzke the jourey and meke @ forced
tanding, 1 fold him that we shauld forger about it now and not
oty but mither sedle down and expand. To ease the teasion, |

said that if some Chinese did manage to come to Ausalia, we
should employ them as workers, as | know iht they wre very
clever, hard-working peaple.

S0 bottel and I startcd 1o Jook around for asger premises. And if
e intended 10 go into the clothing fine, we had 70 find a place in
Flinders Lane. Our present office at 49 Hizabeth veas at the corner
of Hinders Lané but that was rot good enough. All clorhing

wholesele warchouses and disuibutors were in Finders Lane, and
if you were @ respectable firm in that feld, you had to be in that
location, We fount

acant floor at 226 Flinders Lane, which was
gt in the centee, 1 was the best loor, the second floor, but it was
avery old buikding. But this did not worry me hecavse the tenants
on the other loors were very respectable, and we needed an entire
floor to subidivide: it into various departments

here was one scange thing ahout the building, There was ouly
operated by a fifman. Bt it must have
been installed in the previous century hecause there were no
buttons to push for the floors. fa get from floar to oor, the ifunan
pulled on o ropes. He pulled one 10 go up and the other o go
down, and somchiow the elevaror always siapped at the right place

one elevstor and it w2

for each floor without any problemms. 1 have nuver seen anything
like that angwhere els
friendly altcn

.t since it worked and here was ahways 4
i there, it dicd not concen me. It seas also used for
secciving goods and for dispatch snd it never failed. What's more
anyone who came o scc us vas happy because the lfiman always

told then

i amusing joke or anecdote. We were in that building
fr s few years and the elevator never once roke down.
We maved in here as soon as possible. The stack we had in

e
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e decided g0 back 10 Polased for a holiday wa i Famiy. He

o suck there and we never heard from B again heense he gou

st in the Halocaust, tosether witl his whole family

il her lusbaszd

sy mother's relationship with he sisier Sars

e dharscren, My solher was a4 very warm e oo

person, who made friends very easly. The Szadwaners, an the
e hand. were very sl and cold peple, s ey and my
morher niever ik together,

1 whiose martied mame was Kt She
died yoursg i her second pregmance while Ler Gt child
. Sirce Ciocia Tobule

Nother had another sis

Yochever, was 2 e

elildren alter being married for over ten years and it was hasl for
Yochevers Tather to tike e of her, the Feldseins adopied
Yochievet When they Jei for Palesine in the lae 19205, they ook
e with them, Yocheret sill lives in Tl Axviv: her s
© have inviteed the

schechter. We e stll in touch weh hes and
o most of our iy functions. But outside of . we dant get

Togerer with then very ofien because we are nor religious crough
for then,

ves om ey motkers side | wil now

S0 these are all the r
attempt 10 say 4 bit about the relatives on Fatkers side. It is such o

piy hat ot ane of ther sureived e Holociust
Father hadl four sisers — w0 older tan hins and o younger

andl ane brother who was the youngest. As appased © e il
or Mother's side with whom we lid no spend much fime except
for Fetter Yankel, we were very riendly with all of Fafier's fami y
i, v though we die ot allive i e sarie town, Father's o
alder sisers. Hinda ane Feigele. marmied men from Kielee which, as
Tanertioned befare, was abou 8 ki from Radom, This xay not
sound Tike much nowadays, bur i was o sreat distnce sisty years
50 when our only e of Tansportaion was the sin, since 1o
one in our kamily or our ciele of fiends owned a o

By Father's okdest sister was Hinda Kaner, Her husband s name
Shloro and they owned a ewellery store in Kielee, They Lad

S children, wha were il b older an us, We used 10 g0 1o
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My mother s left slone widt an infant basely one year oid and

sty business of the sane age

Ay mother was 1 very eneretic woman wit @ good head for

business. Bt she did ot feel ke maaging on her ows. Netun

e also gt of the danger Sty fasher would be in. fighi
e Bolsdieniks. <o she came up wil an idea. she 1ok e i 1

cortain amount of money and waveled 6 e amg Resdquariers o

the area where my father was stationed. Mecting witl the officer in

charge, she convineed him that o newly married woman with @

st by anc 3 new busiess could nt be It alone and that her

husband wats neecked sore a5 Bome than s he fone,fghting wars.

Tre saressh of her argament was soginented by the casl pagment

ity

she made o the offieer, That day we came home together
. T

mes fror varions members of

father, who was dischiged inmed o i story Tront iy

parents, b 1 alsos bl it severa

aur family who acuived my modher for hes many acts of courage
andl original thinking,
T daing business with the Sy, my mother might have taken an

example from < Mitian and she

nauntof sy Fathers, Ter nan

was the wile of Avrafam Koz, Sian Konman's fuber, M

weas well known in Raddom 2 4 person who could selease fom

service anyone who wis due 1o he conseripred. This s
before the st weld war, whe

fom: wis part o the Rusian
Fmpire wnder the Coar Miram ks e officer in charge of fhe
any g

it i, Allough e husband was b busin

ot Radon, and for money she could amarge anythizg
ding in
timber and other commodities, s hid her avn side line of fing

service. They were 4 more progressve iy, less
were, it they kept ko
Shalsins, When T was a file boy, 1 heand s story about thean et

religious i we cher and ahserved

ey were s sk they Liad all sheir cooling pots and pans el of
e sitver, his of course was not e, but bcase they were e

firs lousehokd in our tows 1o buy alucin

such a novelry that people who didert know better thought ihe
aluminung was silver. But they wese very ridtand lved in o large

apastment, and Unele Aveatam 1esselled o fenvsalens in 1921 10
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and other compositions which | lisened to from time 1o time. The
more 1 beard them, the rore  liked them TLis possidle that i « had
st heen for those weekend mormings when | biad to it for a few
houss o my own, | would never have developed my tasie in
elssical msic bevond Mozas, Beethoven, and Brabaos. S0 this
really was @ woshwlile activity

When we started tal
achel and | znd the childs
houses i country places like Healsville, Day

olicay for the first

o 3 regular |

fow years used 10 g0 16 Jewish guest

ar Watbusio:

where there were only Jews. We beame friendly with them and
we never felt Tike sirngess, and everyone behaved in an open.

aurgoing, and usinlibit

nanner. But afler 4 few vears we started

s take our holickys in sore dealy Tocated places, which
Mot Buffalo or Meunt Macedon, where
everything was more ol and the chidren had o be quicter and
ore well bihaved. At the Governent Chalet at Mount Macedan.
for example. everyone sooke 5o

nondewish, such

quietly you cauld hardly hear

(a1 remernber once during Lunch Starley, who was thiee years
old, was knocking s spoon slightly agains his bowl while he was
eating bis soup, and everpbody in the dming room loaked around
at us 10 see what was hap,
snaking oo much poise.

ring hecause apparendy he was

1o sure that things have ehanged by now. bt that was over

fonty years ago and fife ie. Australia was stil] very old lishioned

modelied on the old British way of life. But by now with ihe lurge
influx of fmmigrants from all over Burope and then fromn the Midlle
s and Vietan, things have become mow cosmopolitan and of
course more moder,

Rachel always used 10 take the children on holid
‘ons in May and September, and [ would go our an
sty with them
holidays we s
in the winier 1o warm places up nort, Winter in Ausralia s from
June o Seprember. Even though i never gets very coid in
Melbourne and the temperature docsnt go below

ing thir
school vacat

o the weekends, But 1 thinks the most enjoyable

i were when we et away for a couple of weeks

0 degrees

during the day and 4 degeees a night, i was 3 vers pleasant brealk
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Whenever we would come 1o the street where the Kindergarien
s, litle five-year-old David would tell me 10 stop the car and let
him off about three houses before the kindergarten. [ could nct
understand why, He ol me that he wanted to walk 1 lie bit. 1 did
what he requested, but T had o ask his parents if they agreed 10 it
because, fran'dy. | did not think it was the right thing to do. 1 really
couldn’ understand why | should not take the kid right o the door.
Then lis father explaned 10 e that David was embarrassed 10 be
x riding in 4 Momis Minor. He was
geting out of such a small car becau
Targer one, anct he was afrai that the oth

med 1 being seen
much
ol

he was wsed 16
Kids would ke

hizn

cre we have an iluserasion of the vway o different children
percive the same thing in o rorally opposite ways. But this
cannot be changed hecase it is 1 question of inborn natur
Wik we are on the subject of cars, T had betier tell
now while [ remener & Many i 1989, when | was
approuching the age of seventy and the car | was drivin
for 4 ch

oy
ars la

. 1 decided o buy o

s car 1o dve for the riext
coupleof years, | wanted o do it sefore | tumed seveary becanse it
svoukd not b reasonabie for & man in his severties W bug 1 sports
car. Bt this way, by getting i now, | would have an ansver fi
snyone who asked ime “Tow come youre diving i spurts e it
your aget” 1 wo

sty it T bonght i shers | was iy sisties
his may have seemed lie a really Foolis cecision, but el ke
o scmehing outiageous. In the end, ot only did 1ot egier
wha T dil, but T enjoyed driving the car 50 much that 1 cid not
change it afte dhe ool perkod of one or o years, but 1 diove it
unal el Ausiraliz i 1993

I gaves i his seventies such an eshilaating feeling 1o be
ble o brealk asay from ol e otler
nd in

i e the trafic lighss
e secandls b far i front of everyone, Or 1o be zble o
e any car withont =ny effort The whole experience was like
child with 2 toy. But mes of all, | gor 2 real Kick out of 1

overt

preople’s faces @ they watched me gt into tay sporss car .t vy
agel





index-197_1.jpg
T Srors or My Lisk

Having heard this part of the siory from
of religion that 1 ill had ¢
from all the Jews, even th
Iy s Mocher i Thi was the reason che did not save
sh she could have, i she would have taken the same
ons a5 he othess around her did, And what about all those
lost their fives just

Lien lost any bit

cause how sdwho

wms e hose who believe in biny

unconditios

e life. slthon

children who never sined ad

because they were Jewish

To explain o it was possible for Sumek to leave Ra
the
i Atlth e provide some background s o how it all cam
1 all started in the second half of the nineteenth century with a
froup of Gennan Christians called the Templars. Their practice of

om, with
elp of the Gestapo, | must inerrupt the story e was elling me.

Christcnity was different from the others around shem, and they
felt isolated and even perecuted 10 a certain degree. S0 they
decided asa group of a few hundred o leave Germang and sctde in
¢ Holy Land. So they all went to Palestine and split up into three
groups. One went far narth and built 2 serdement called
Willelming on the way 1o lzita, Another section seitled near
Jerusalent and they called their homes fhe Geraa Colony. The
third group went <o scatle near Jalfa and they called their village

Sarona. They were each completely independent and maintained
i eligion and their language and kept isolated from all the orher
people around them. This weat an until the: second world war
broke ot in 1939, and then their problems sturted.

Duting the first world war in 1914, Palestine was snder Turkish
rule. The Turks were llies of the Genmans, so cverything was all
right for therm. but in 1939 Palestine was under British e
hose Gerny original Templars, who had
anived in Palestine in the 18505, kept chets Genman nationality and
i fvour of the Nazis i Geray. The Briish,
who were worted that they might become @ cemre of spying
activies in the Middle Kast, atrested all the men. As they had no
place t keep them and no spare guarding pessouncl, they put
e on a ship that became available in ate 1940 and sext them off
t0 Ausiralia, which was ai that time very fur away from any war

s, the descendants of th

were quie aper
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& 3

Gt o s wih Sasher o Shabist 1951

nd e b, The nest two sons. alisugh

daulier g marsied
ey w

Bt s bachelors. Bis roungest son, at e
atrestect by the police and was never !

 thisics. ever maczicd and lived a1

e already in theic

e Of tweny, becane

a Communist snd e

fron tgain. To e s acive Contzuunis was il in Polend, and it
was puishable with a o, prisors semence This o happeried to
it cousn of mine e cidest son ol my mother's brother. 11 sme
was Mo and whes he Fnishied schonl, he s o siudy at the
sniversiy in Vil There le jorned the Comamns pany. wis
arrested, and we never sivw him agaie. He was about three years
0 and when it happened, it was i b

alder 1 ow 10t

whole Fanily. e Rebbe and s entice fanily perished i 1he

Tolocausi,

1 don't nase why. bt when Mothe: went 0 shiske on o)
Haskana andd Yot Kipou, she never wanied 10 cane with s hut
et the other way. 10 the Linge Geit Haidrash i the Jewish e
s where her older sister used 10 live, She probably did s like
ous shieebel, On the occasions when she s
sve the children her blesings e home, then we would g
downstairs togetlier an

o prey. she would

she woud say goocdhye and o ber way in
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Rachel and £ Melbourie. 1975
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Delieve, bu it was e,
There was another funsy story abour drinking that bappencd W
e ahout 18 morths ke in the @

ny in lialy. | will write abos i+

now because T mnay forget about it ater. When 1 was stationed in
i RTO'S office in Fopein in sovthers Haly, | had a captain asd 2
tiewenant. The captain was an Englistznan and 4 real drunicand,
e liessenant was 2 Polist few. | belc
tnad left Poland befare the war and went
dur

sed parcrig

ta England. e was a rezl

v and nohody could stand him. We all nade fun of the way he
imming
his hair, and speading excessive amounts of time in front of the
mirror. One moming he rus up to me with an copty boule in bis
hand. He was very upset and shouted, *Look. | brought this hotrle
of ean de cologne with me from England o be used as an after
shave, but now this stupid caprain drans it all las night, and
cannot buy any here. What am 1 going fo do7
“This was terribly funny. Twas very sappy that it hed luppened o
the Jieutenant, but [ was wontied about the captain, [ hoped it had

was always taking care of himself, manicuring his nails,

ot done any damage (0 him because he wasa very nice man when
s stll wsleep. T
ke him up, but | could see that he was going 10 be al

he v

s ot drusik. T ran up 10 his roons bt he v

tight. The same thing Feppenecl 1o my sergennt major in Faypt. He
canled nor get up in the morming and he slept the whole day. |
warned him kater not o drink so much anymore becay
sctting 4 bad exanple
stan stealing bottles and criaking all day and that rotting woukd
et done at the station. He realized that {was sight, and he end
up heing the best waichman of the buried reasie.

Alew weeks liter Treceived s telegrant from Moshe asking me 1o

s e was

e others, T wamed bim that they might

cal hitn at work because he Fadl some good news for e When [
caliee, | ieard the unbelicvable news that our Sumek had just
1 arived Dlegally, 50 the Brtish had
lacked him up in ATith, Moshe was nor even allowed 10 see him
bt e seic that perhaps because | was a soldier. gl 1
accomplish soetbing, We were so luppy tat our lite brother
had fially foined us. We knew that we would be fogether very

arrived in Palestine! Bus he b

able 10

e
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auide the
st il 1 encos
ondly,
ership with Motiel Korman ksted th ry vears and

you are tainin

et in the husiness
them i they are going the right way
S

i essential for the prevention of rgume

par

huet 4 single

et iy pimnersiip with Zeyles has ey
v yeaes and we have <o - not b @ singl

gument. Bt Mortel and Zrylek had Jots of aigunents wilt each

lased nearly thiny

other, and T was the one who saightencd the oul
Now how do you achieve that, while all azound you many
tnceships

e breaking up all the time? To uie it is very simale.
You use your pasence and you lisien 1o
pentn

he opinions of sour
i Tully or parially g, you agree o modiy his

¥ 1@ explain 10 him where and why he s wiong

suggest 10 hm yoor opinion, and ke him fee! that it is actually
Tissec on his deas, Tecause 5 ot sEaposant ar o 1o win, but it
i important for your iden w he accepred, even if the persan vou
disagree with thinks in the end it was bis idea in e Bra
plice

For man

veass we had a wanan in charge of 1he s
Mss, Wolrat, who could not sand any
organizing pr

rference i ber way of
duction. Wlenever someone tried ta chenge her
systent o moduce sometbing new o differenr, she abways

objecied and made sure it would not work, Tt | kaew Iy

v o
handlle her. When we staricel discussizg any clerations o her de
Teould u

s after a short exchange about the subject, ake s
Uit Ut in Fact he new vy of proddaction wis hased on

i & masture of her system of oganization. She ubvays fel good
ot et afienvards Lo we
Znylek a

make her agrec 16 whatever | wasred

spstem worked
i Mouel s t0 adanire how 1 dealt with her and could

ihe

Zrylek had a differen method of setting discussions with e, I

c. he didnt

e found dhat e could nct agree 5 suggestion [ s

argate but e walked ot o the office and spent some i in the
tactory When he cooled off, he came
lister,

ack and was weady ©
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Aunette, etbeure, 1966

“are
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Hawever, whea i came to ladies” briels, it was quite a different
story. There was ot very mach automation involved in producing
orics, 50 the cost af labour was & major part of fre-total cost of the
stem, and hiere we were facing & real threat of cheap anports at @
price below our cost. This a

ceted many manwactiress of ladies
s hadl the idea

undersvear, and quite « few closed dowa. But ot

af importing from Hong Kong or Takvan themse:ves and packing
e mereherdsse on their own premises so thar they cold scll ther
a price close 0 the <ot of imports. In that case. they essentialy
stopped being masufuacturers and hecame discibutors.

When the siua
e a meeting 1o diseuss the problen azd decide what 10 do. by

fon i the markel saried 1o affect us as wel, we

panners suggested that we dose down about all of our
production lacilies in the briefs section and go over to 1oy Kong
and mike arcangements o buy large quantities that we would need
Tor aur distrution but sl keep some production g 5o that we
would nor be
not arive: on time as ordered, we could always make tem up
ourselves o the spot We would also have 1o snend some time i

e factory in Hong Kong 10 teach the suaff about our styling and
qualiy requiremcnts. A5 they saw i, tha was the best and va
very dose to

Ully dependent on imports only. If some gocds did

solution. We would sill be on Lie market widh prices

thatof the imported goods, <o tie retailers would cenainly preferto

ouy from us tan 10 import thenscivs

14id not Iike s propsed solution beca
out altogether and giving up the fight Aut | cauld not think of
whiat lse we could do. 50 1 said a5 Labvays did, “Lets seep on it

se it meant “selling

and el decide tomomow.” Everybody of conrse agreed 10 do
it The st day, driving 10 the office, T came up with what 1

considered to be 2 very good idea, 1 was anixious o call 8 meetig

f a5 | arived and present it (o muy pariacrs,
And his was my plan. We would keep on producing as we did
3p until o anel mainiain oue price for the rezlers. But a the

swne time, we would supply them seih 10% of thetr purchases o
price that wa

could use these quaniiies for spe

0% helowe the normal selling price <o that hey
they could

il sales, which

vazze
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or the Jewish scluwool, s every school had a different dentification

fumber ours was 411, andl the anti-Semitie boys said, O, mow

we have the stink of onions coming tovard vs” (s Jews are

Supposed to be omon eatess and Tulians are known a5 garlic

caiers). This was of course very upsetting, bt we were used 1o i,
s part of e for Jews in Poland. and it

e and fow parr

We accepred his treaue

i ot matter how hard o

you were, you

sill were not aceepied. This siwation of course only served 1o
strengthen the vouth Zionist movements all over Polard and
Jews 10 go to Palestine.
youth moveme:

he cightowing Jabotinsky movement whose members

ercased the desire for Polish

In Radom we had quite 3 few Zion:
Rear,
marched aroutnd i brown shins and brown hars like the Naz

wch as

Yourh in Germany and never had the good sense to change tie
wing Hapoc
mexement which was Socialis: and swhose members wore e
shins ke on the kibbutzin, And there was the middle Zionist

colour of sheir uniforms, There was also the 17

mgvement Lboninn, But | never joined any of thens, probably
beceuse T never had uny spare time and anyway, 1w
nformacion about Palestine and Zionisn: Fom the newspupers <l

1

adi. And our mather always had dezailed information for

brochures | was seading, 50 1 really did nor need addic

orops
s when she came back from her ifips, which was more reliable

than any stories told by e people involved n the Zionist

i,
On one of her rips, 1 think it was in
mvest i el and she ook on Granémorher and Unele Symclia

935, Mother decided 10

Najinan as partners. She boght a sl Block of Hars, six or sever
ol o Naasa Srreet 2 Tel-viv, o that we had 2 foerhole abeady
d Land.

ain e value of money

i the Promis
Ta exp
that te 1ol cost o the black of flas v

tha e, € will fust meni
s 30
Palestine pound wis the same valuc as 1 Briish Sietling pousie. To
ik that the pound was at that e five
Collars, so the tota] tvestment of the thace pariners was $15.000
But that was a faic bit of moncy at that time.

0 pouwnds, aud a

inansizte i e dollass,
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t home things were quist and nomal compared 10 al the
spheanal e hid experivnced in el In the house we nowe

Pt anly Meliada with s and i she was aut with her friends

we swere, of course, alone. But thats Ie, As | said when Annetie
Teft bome, children g wp and they evenually st 1o lead theit

own Tivess, and parents have 1o adiust 0 thei

o new way o life

il ok the hest of i,
Our busin

2 stll growing all the time. Taving built up the
actory and extendod i 16 take up the entire black, we sil’ had o

+ additional premises. S we had o move the warchouse out of
e rain Buildin
wuen sger but
section shere the knitting of the fabric for the Sriefs o

and recaie 110 new premises, which were

er away, Then we also i 10 move 1he

e
that sse could have more room for the finisting and packaging of
e panty hose o briets

By that e, we ad over two thousind peaple in our emplos,

and we were the lagest producers of pany hase and briefs in
Australia, Our lahonr turnover was il

e because of the older
s establistung themscves aler o few years and new

civing ll the i 1 gescribed before how aur lanaur
force changed rom Tafian 10 Greek and afer that Vigoslavian. At
s i, the majority of he ik who worked for us were mosdy

carie
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Our ehildrer and their familics used 10 come from lsrael 1o visi
us. o by one. and it was most enjoyable ol the fime. OF course,
since 1 no longer had the zesponsibity of running the factory
Rachelanel T could afford the time 16 20 1o Tsracl or longer periods
re oficn. I fact, Zelek told me 7t he didl not min if

and
stuyed away 1 long as |liked hecuse we could be in touch by fx
and telephone. He undersiood wiat it was ke to
ighicr, Rosie, Eved

e away from

one's lidren and grandchildren. His only
Tel-veiv with her two childsen, and they uavelled 10
s often as possible. 1 appreciated that very meh, and we now
lled 1o Lrael mare aften and stayed 2 lile longer each e
It et inconvertient (ur us 1o stay at 2 hotel al tie e i
Jersalom. We b el th
large: trat cven when the whole ol came to

& suite on the wp ooz of the Hilton H

never felt overcrawded. We also Fad the fundly there for dinner on

Fiday nights or Shabat for lnch and during Bolidays, Sut even
fally

with il thea comfort i did ot fec! ke being at home. e

wwhen we stayed longer thian o mosdh, One day at the hotel we rr

s0 cone fram Melbourne

inte Savenka and Adam Weiss, who had o

o see their daughier who Jived in Jerusalem with her chikdren
They tald us that they had the sune roblem and it they aso
her than ar o hotel. ey said tha

preferred staying in @ house &
they had just ound 1 beautful apartment ai 15 Diskin Stcet on
Ligh floor with 4 panoramic view facing the Knessct and Sucher
park

Rachel and 1 went to e a laok ot & We ed it very much
especlly the location and the open view, and we decided o get
an apanunent for aurselves in ths builling. There wis nofhing
available at that e, but we were able fo rent an apastent or our
st visit From a lady who hiad just bought ane and at the periods
hat we were aying in Jens would he in the Unied
fes. This arrangement worked perfectly for 1o visis, but ther

e were affered an apariment on the iath floor by people who

ad bought i wien the buiiding vas Fnished three years bef
e it The apartment was completely raw and

ot they never us
Mt have 1o hise a interiar decortor o fivish i

cmpy, so we w
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Stanter, Melwarue, 1964
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friends and relaives. A1 he boys and girls sha Baished schor
st e were ot sentled either, excep for Geldkors, wio siudied

in Palestine, and enother two o threc wio had gone 1o study in

s, | diel nor want o go o Paris, as [ Lave already mentioned, s

decided that | would study medicine. but

 long delives

tioss

ol in Fngland. Thinking of all the professions | could go into, |

had 1o eliminate engineering and archiicerure hecause they were

it suitable for me and | hought thar | would rcher be s docar
. And 1 was sue than
Lngland was the bes. plice for me o swdy. for several reasons
Firsly, it was cu off from Europe and its woubles. Sccondly. |

s a teacher or a bawyer or an aceor

ment afies fnishing my studics wien |

et prefinential i

would settle in Palestine. Twould Le able 1o get inc any hospita]

bcavse of the favousble wtine of the Eeiish authories, not 1o
mention my acquired <aowledge of English

Of course 1 missed out on the academic year 1938, bt | would

begin dhe followng year. In the mezntine, | woud start o study

nglis’ a0 acauie the basic knowledge of the langage and would
st making, applications o vacions universities. From the Giitish
embassy in Warstw | received all the required information bost
ted

medical courses in all the uriversiies in Geeat Beitain, and |

working on L As 1 had of course plenty of free time, Theped o in
Ui shop on 4 more pormanent bx

is Dusing this sy in Racom |
ained ot of knowled,
the articles we were selling. 1 was of insmease importance.

ahout general business retuiling and

in uy life,

In the meantime, Purin was approaciing il Motker had o go

ek 10 Palestine an e anmual tip. This time she would ave

reierred not o 4o but o sty with us. However, she b
oroblen — she woukd have opardized her right 1o retim
sone then &s she had an ancal 12 month rewen
 tavelling on a Polish

auld ot have

visa, nor being 1 citizen of Palestine

passaon, and with the aliyah resticions corstandy being
tougher by the Rrinsh Mandate Anthori
exiend o
liranymare OF conrse she hiad 10 keep her Polish ¢

€ became Luxder 1o

visa for more than dhee months, nd tha dic ot suit
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purpose. | was 3 diferent person. alweys buopy and looking
forward 10 my days off. | reracn
when, without announcing, it she came 10 Abu Sulan and was
Girected t y ofllce while T was working, Twas very surprised, but
1 conld not sy ansthing o he: becasse [ was working on v
telephores simuliancously, onc o the readquarers in Cairo and

bow once Rach

the other 10 the KTO in Port Said, as there was some anslacio:

o her 10 it dow until 1 was firished.
1d work so iasd, on two telephones

tion

roblem, so | just nodd

Then she asked me how 1 c

siulancously, with the

er and his assistant coming i

at the sone time asking for instructions, and | having hardly ang
me 10tk 10 her. But for e this was a regular working oy
Now

that occurred about twenty-fve years ler when Melinda was

42 wrting aboust i, it remvinds me of 4 simila: stors

seven years old. She had some school halidays and [ decided 0

d the day a

ke
of the time in my office. T had a few forcladies show her aronnd the
variows departimens and let het help them by doing some odd fobs
tike folding and packing and sonting out, When they were finishied
they were 1o bring her back to my office. AU lunch time Hielinda
il sat down at my desic and had something, ta cat
while I'was talkizig on the telephone all tre fime, s [ never had any

with me to Korex o spe he Bctory and part

ame buck

lunct or Junchcon break. and 1had a lat of calls coming in or had

scked e switchboard cperater o make some calls. Melinds
. she usked e if 1 ¢id

watcied me but did not say angthing, Th
this all the tine, and 1 101d her that after L was throvgh visiing all
the departments and allthe workrooms, 1sat cown in the office and
1 busy on e telephone.

When 1ok her home and Mother asked ber how it was at
Kontex, Melinda said it was very nice and she liked 1. but she sad

o her mother, “You ulways told me thas when Daddy comes home

from work from the office we must hehave and o be fon noisy

aaclannoy bims becatise he works very hard in the office and he has

toselas a horme, Bt when s with i il day, he did aothing a1
all except st at the desk and talk on the phose. T
why shonld he he rireds

“aoie
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e Kories faciors o) and the mea addiion shat we bile 1975

before, and it was only = few minies’ fght from Tel-Aviv. Then we
flew al! the way along the Jordan River and that was o gost
beatiful view beeasse we were fying quite low and we could sec

ioze
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s Tilton Hostery aad Anderson Mills, sl by now hie awned

she hosiery factories in Methoure, from e cheapest o the lighes,

Wiy brands, Ben though the mills were kept ope

separately, the adminisuation and |
e pup
Bosicry manfaciurer [ef in At

sullizg policies were

combined fo tian, There was anly ane

se of coope:

calia et did ot belang 10 Abic

Goldherg and that was Kelotex in sydney, which was part of the

Licherman brorhiers il goup
Systenatically, Abic Goldierg kept buying out more textle s
hat opeatec in v

s fields, e very soon e became known as

s s business magazines, Bussomething Fappened

the King of Textiles in Austsalia, it continuoss wiite-ups in

the: newsp
thar made our secountan: Colin Lilley decide 10 never speak 10 Abic
again beciuse he could aotstand
honest and sighiforszard. What happe
from the hooks thas Abie Golherg, had borrowed twelve illion

‘ople who were notspeceably

el was Uit Colin knew

dollars from a Swiss bank snd a3 security he morgagec our

niachiz

and equipment. That was all ight, but then o Gelegation

from a Tocal Australian bank e 1o our factary to check wp on the
cause Abie bud also borrowed s sinilay amaunt from
gaging the sare

o e with hat, s b ok me that he could foresee that Abic

machines b

an Austratian bank by i set wice, Colin could

swould exentally gt im0 woble

We coud not do amyting about it and we continued wit
usiness 2 ustal. B when 1 cane back fom Iscael a the
1982, 1 found it Zryhlcwas very upser, e had sopped atending
e Ko auartagetnent becase, o he 1old e, he was sushed

d of

o, Wit ad happened was that up unil then, we usec o have
regilar mectings with the sianagers of the Hilion Hosiery bill and
e would make decisions together abant the way we should
harh Factorics for our comman good, However, tings changed
i and Zaylek was by i all the time 1w do
things hat besefted Eillon but did notseit us, When i reached the
point that
did ot take any part in the prsagement anyoore.

When |

whie 1 wa "

everyhidy twrmed zgainst him, he st walked out and

card that, el char the tine bad come to split up with
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s brother and ga to work with him, T was happy «bout it becausi:
it really sounded like the rght thing ta do. And | of course had to
continuc i Abn Sultan in ¢
although it did not ook like it was going 1a lappen soon. Things
Toaled hetter or us in Africa and the bicdle Fast becanse we were
advancing and the Germns were retreating, But nothing much was
Lappening i Furope, axl it dd not laok like sorething was gomg
10 tuppen soan

Our daily life in Abu Sulan was routine ané 1o excitement
excent for my meetings with Rachel, But tme was moving,
however skowly, and then Christmas was approaching which gave
our group o citement because we were phanning a lrge
Christmas party, especially since we hadl a lot of “Christnas spicis
busied undergronnd.

S0 we invited some friends fiom orher locations and we had «
el big Christmas rinking, parry, miing all kinds of drinks and
staying up uni early moming, The net day Rechel and | had the
day off 50w

the war 10 end.

army and wai f

e ex

ranged 10 meet at the ATS club in Jsmailia, | woke
up it terrble Lungover so Lefta bit eatier norto miss Rachel.
anived at the ciub abaut an hour earlier and sat down near the
recond player and put on the Dvorak New Wortd Spipbary, which

e
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1 was anuch cheaper and much easter to handle. Now. the only way
to wear 4 puir of sackings was by means

4 ganer bell. This

elusicized bels was worn around the waist and had clips dangling
B atach ench stacking b
practice went on for decades, and it was a definie iwproveuent

o it wily which « < and frent. This

over the system that was used in the previous cearics, where

et siocking was held up independently by a circular elasticized

garter put around cach leg. Depending on the woman, these
e
creat
dlips and girdle garter was @ geeat advance in the realn of
contort

And then in the 19605 2n innovaive hosiery mec

or w0 loose. and they ofien

were sometimes o lig

pleasant probleans. So the invention of the

hanic appeared
ht up to the
terminated by an elasticized saistband. Then by cutting open o,

on the scene.and made the stocis

stockings fiom erotch to seaist and sewing ther together i he

same place, he

need for a garter belt 10 hold up the stockings.
For some reason this invention

created a pair of panty hose and climinated U

never patented. o anyone
who wanted o could use the new system of producing hosicry

Like a flash the idea spread all aver the world, and it almost

campletely replaced the prodiction of siockings We

soon as we heard about it an
s0 popular hat
were looding in. But becanse we were very cficieat, we caught up
very quickly and vur production contiaued to grow

Ac that poiat we were manufacturing only two itern

i our new line of panty hose hecame
we could barely keep up seith the large orders that

Jadies

psty hase and ladies” underwear, We produced both these ems
i simple, basic styles so that we could mainiain our low pricing
and have aricles suitble for nuss production which we could
distribute 19 one.
stores and supermuackets, as they could handle only this kind of
meschandise. This i of course what we were ziming
was the bes: way ot only 10 maintain but even 1o reduce aur costs

D of dlient, which was mainly discount bagain

and 1o increase production. This increase in production also cut our

costs. s profis rose all the e, For compeiion purposcs, we
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most af whom were girls trom religious homes.
We were very happy in our home on

oy Surcet i Brighton. 1t
was s sl saeet with about ten houses, and all fhe neighfours

were very fiendly with each ofrer. When we fist moved in, we
were the ony Jewish people on the sireet. but sbout three years
fater another Jewish family built a hovse there, They had children
about the same aige as ours, 56 we became very frieadly with ther
a5 well. As

mater of Faet, when we moved i our e house
our next-duor neighbour arranged o welcoame to-the-
abaurhood pary &

us i his g

e, and e fnvited all the
other neighbours 1o mect us. 1 was on

aturday aftemoon and
everybody drank beer wnil it inio the night. This was the first
e we had atiended 2 pacty Tike that, and we had © keep our
lasses semi-full 5o thiut they Would o be refllec all the time,
we were notused o this fte of hecr consumption. But it was a very
lively party and wveepbody was in very

From time 0 time
paric

go0d spiris.

were invited 0 other neighbous for simifas
. and of course we also

i 16 invite then: 10 our house and.

garden party with them. 1 knew that we had to have dozens
of bortles of heer on hand,
imporance.

whereas food was of minor

Oy 250 sweding aneicersary. Lot i bioom... 1969
%
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datmage the synagogue bur they kear there all kiads of silver

seligious tems, like Torah erowns, Kiddush cups. Hanukiot. and

simila arifaces gathered frons all over oceupied Furape. They hae

intended 1 keep this place 25 2 museum of Jewish objects atter all
the Jews had been extemnated. Perish the thought.

Although we saw many his

orical buildings and the ciry sl was

very impressive with lovely buldings on botk sides of the river, the

nral atmospher

& n Prague was very gloomy because of the
repressive

ommunist regime. Everyone we spoke o wis unappy
and complained ubout their siuaton, and they all looked
depressed and unmotivated. And na woncer. Everghody was o
igh 10 make 4 good
Our gide was actually 2 doctor, but heeause she was

soverame
lvin,

mployee, not ever earning

underpad in B job, she gave puided 1urs 10 eam extra money
and of couse 1o get tips. She told us about the many problerms of
living ugder Communisin

s an example, outsice the Presidential Palace, which we wenr
© visi. there was a s standing belind a table with a display of
scenic posteards of the ciy, bus he was leaning oa the wble and
covering up allthe cards with his hnds, When Lasked him 0 move
s hands so T could laak at the cards and by sanne

Gand 1 was
speaking o him in Polish, which s sinilar to Crecty), he o] me
tht e could mot o that because it was very windy i some cards
vight Ty away

nd he was lully responsible for the quaniity
Whether he sold any cards or no, be st got
Tt i there were any cards missing, he was resprsive for them
and it would be deducted from his waes. That was acually the
aitude of

il his ful. wage

everyhody who lived there.

When we were ready o leave the boel 10 go to the airpont nd

© Viennu, we asiced fhe purier 1o get us a taxi, | saw B stop

five s passing by and they ull refused 1 ke us. Acually onc of
e, sehom he did not tell where we weere going, pu our luggage
inr the trunk; but when T iod him that we were going 10 the
or, e 200k he Suitcases oul anc drove away. As iLwas geting

Bt anl we €'t want 10 s the phine, Lol the pores o et me
sprak o the driver, When the nest asi care along, Uald the driver
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e busiaess and 10

I Father in with him. 50 they were quite well
off financially. But they were sill Tooking forward to leaving
Germany as soan a5 possible and joming us in Tel-Aviv

Afer reading the leter, we immediately applied 1o the Jewish
Agency and 1o the Briish imigeation Authoriies for a permit for
our farher and our uncle o be adhuitied to Palestire s we, all his
three sous, lived there. We were sure that we would ot e
il long o get & postive response.

At about that time Moshe married bis gifiend ¢
very quict wedding bes
at that time in Balestine. so it was srictly  family affaie. Naturally.
Moshe also maved out of Nachs nd Sumek wes lefl
there on his own. But he wasa bit lonely there, 5o he used 10 come:
embam quite ofien, especia absbat for
a faily lunch, Rachel had become very friendly with the Ami

L Iiwas

use there was sill a son of wartime mood

rect,

0 0ur place in Givat R

yfor §

the owners of the Tawva store where she worked, and we would
ofien ger together with therm, Sumek met their younger dasghter,
Drora, who was about his age. The two of them hecame very
friendly, so that
us

we him even more of 4 reason to come 1o sce

By now Rachel and | were quite well setled at home and in our
obs, and we hud a nomal lfe. The only trouble 1 can remember
was with the Eines fanly hecanse they did not ke our faving @
Jite dog at home. I
along with them very wel anyway, and w
were very attached to fer. She knew exactly what time I would be
coming home every evening and would wait for me ouside the
house. Before I even torned the comer to our steet, she would run

fic nor worry me much becuse we did nor get

loved our Pegay and

0 et me. In the house she was very quiet and never barked or

d had t0 abandon
my thoughts abou: leaving e country because i Father was
coming 1o Palesine, [ could not go. | would sty there and be
ogeeher with the Faily.

But when  few months had gane by and | did not hear from the
Jewish Agency o the Immi

In the meantime, the weeks were going by

ion Deparment, 1 decided t0 g0 ©

eoste
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Europe and Australia, About a vear afier Sumek came 1o Australi

Moshe arsived with his Ganily. He cane with Chaya and litle Doris

wha was abmost 18 months old, and it was great for the three

brothers to be together again. Farher was so proud to Fave all his

sons with him, and the Jour Ll kids were delighted 0 ply
together 2

miy

dushe moved into an apastnent on T

orals Read. Once e
o7 opportunities o cstblish

sertled

i, he began 10 look arotnd
husiness in distributing spare pasts for car repairs, He was quite

sy with meetings all the time. Now thar Farher lived with us, we
dic nt have 10 20 10 Carlon anymo
Kormans offen, and noss
round because | hecl a car

1 had made Rachiel 4 surpeise & lew months hefore. 1 took several
diving lessons and | ot my driver's licence, but 1 did not el
Rachel about it Then [ went and bought 2 Morris Minor car [
waited 1o drive it home wnd then call Rache 1 come dowasiairs,
Then Twould drive around with her for @ while before T told her
that T hact bought the car, It all worked out well excepr that while
driving the new car hawe in the evening, i became so logay that |
could hardly see where | was going. It was 4 miracle thar 1 got
at alll U wss the heaviest og 1 had ever seen. and there
hs never bheen anyihing Lke it since. When 1 got in, 1old Ractel

Bt e used 1o visitall e

it was much cusicr for us 10 get

thar | bought a car and drove it home. but she did 5ot
me Lhad tow
it

cuntil the next day 1o 1

e her for a drive sand prove

Seeing as Father had nothing 10 do now. | decided 1 take him
into the busines:
Kait
This abso gave.
whieh we key

with s, 1 put i in charge of underear and
e, since: thos

sere e lines that he was experienced in
ortel and me more time 10 ateend 1o our otlier ines,
ing. in production all the time. W also

started 10 make up ks’ two-piece suks and, as winier was almost

over, we thought that we shoukd also get into making. idies
dresscs, which was the bigges: sumsne line in clothing. This was
20t 0 simple because to make up ladies'dresses, we had 1o Buport

the fabric from Fapan o Hocg, Kong, The fabric b

Lo be ondezed

i
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by the Arss on all fronts, and there was a war
that Taga had already

Needless 1o say. all ou

Asnette came o the house and told
poncd 10 the army and b was sen of
plans for the wedding were
Hapyening, By now of course

uspended until we new what was

erybody abroad knew that the war

was developing ad how things were going on all fronts. but while

we were tiere we did not really kaow mach. Luckily, we were not

aware of how badly things were going and how the whole country

s i danger, There was a daily half-hour progrm on television

w I Herzog (who kaer became the president) who wa

b Gene
Rarge of public elrions. He explained in a caln, convincing

in

how everything was improving and how the si

fon was going (0
be all right very soon. Listening to hin, we felt quite safe and.
ecure, even though some people who hiad relatives reporting to
them about wht vas el going on were ol so optiniistic.
ituce of people to cach cther.
Everybody was so ficndly that we all el ke on lage Family with

n tsracl, the war changed the

the same problen: alfecting us all, and no one ever complained

conveniences. Natueally, we were all
worried about our soldiers. From the telcphone calls tht we were
geting from Australiz we could see that over
away, eve

about shortages or other

Deing so far

‘ane was even nore worted, especially since they were
getting Full news repons from all the TV and news services all over
the warld, while we were getting the limited and restricred Israelt
news lems

We heard fror Hagi and we weze very relicved to know that b
ancl his brother were all ight. But we sere of corse very confused
s to the wedding, and we suspended all our plans and

arrangements untl things sertd down. And slowly., day by day, we
were geting better news. Allhe artackers were being pushed back
and the cycle had siaed 10 e around. This Yom Kippur War was
2 tremendous surprise 1ot only 10 s but even 10 the anny and all
the leaders becanse they had beert o ull of pride over the Six-Day
War victory that they did not suspect that they would be atizcked
again, and thercfore they were totally unprepared. And the fact that
the Arabs wscd such 2 diny trick of attacking on Yom Kippur
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Falready mentioned some of the tems that we soid in the shop,

b the varicty o articles was really enormous and that was aca
i sell
i different sedtinns o deparients, We bad everything,
e an the o floor and i

time swhen we liad not yet heasd of depanent stores

inniteclares, but it got soted ot bit
el side with the.
s o ladkies. e, and hildsen. The

Ty bt T mnemory © ik that it stared from

1 children’s, and then
dl nest o
Variety of knitwesr for ladies. men, and childsen. Then came

gt e, Rght st 1 it e shics and bloses
g
s, b ties, and ladies” costume jowellery. Tn the nest scetion

tor b and cvildeen, and pen's

sk, Folowing

es, e de
cologne, oodipasic. scissors, skavers, and 2l varey of
haircressing equipment, Then pocket knives. sho laces, and all
Kinds of small fens, o well a3 purses, waliets, ladies” handsags

i large sabesdashery section with an enomous variery of

Buattons which we sold o the public and to tailors and éressmakers.

Then s hud fon of clildren's foys

Hacge s wt oty he type that

conld be kent on the shelves -

l nothing too large for which we

i 0 room. There wits all of which 1

nunier of other i
cannor remenber it presea, such as ashlights, batieries, and light

bulhs, 2 sell as musical instruments and accessories. Hecase o

this variery of aticles o

 hecasse of oot low margin of proft, our
e very stable, But even

weover espanded and our husiness b
though we managed & very nice way of i, where thete really was

notaing we. had 1o deny oursclves as we had and coskd afford

everhing we wanted, we reclly never gou rich or o
o any Rinds we |
lazge supply of siack And

d any

o investin el estane because ol went back

into wsintaining er bad any
spare money becaise e spent what we had on fers we e
wh ‘o

overseas. B wee never ad 1o undergo any restrictions for our

clothing or gifis or for hofiday 1ips or o

pemonal sequisements. This also applicd © all our uncles and aures
and. of conse, our grasdmother o Facher's side. We dict noi 7

many relatives i Radom, and 1wl iy 10 idenify them now
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mmuch | misscd the amusic thar | plaged ar home and lisered 1o
anthe radio. I prade meery because [sared thinkiog sbou some,
my pascnts, sy broihers, and the whole way of e that | Fad given

up for the purpose of going to Paleatine. Ard sl Chid pedect

fiving conditions and no problenns, it was naf the same s heing
with sy Fannily that | grew up with and livig s coltural lite thar 1
wis all dorie in order o be

hiad gotten used 1, But of corse

pioneer for dhe By o come 1o Palestine s that they would all

follow e and we would build our new and safe fewish fure. |

bnsn hat ket e g,

s this fe  alilogh Twas

cery lonely | krew that it was for @ defizile purpose and it was
sonhwhile
12 s days, the only way se coukd e in fouch sith the fuily

s by

ing letiers, which T didl T also receive leters o thens
with o of detzils shout everythizgg that went on, and that bept me
goifg. As for Dstening 0 music, | tried t© hear more fom tat
window an Alleniy Scxect, hut it was never on. And as fr as life

it my zunt and uncle was concerned,  was quite pleasan. |
Krow that the tried their best 16 make me foel comforzblé and a1
me. And 17

vounger than 1 and was siill going 10 s

who was three years

e was iy cousin Yoche

heol, bt spending tine
with her was kizd of boring.

However, ahaut three montl:s later. in e middle of the yen
anct: with us Ausie tried 10
convince her brother Yanke] to come to Israe, so she 01 his c.dest
daughier. Rayzcl, 1o come as 2 pioneer. | was quite Fiendly with
Ragzel and her elder brother Moshe, who dic nor want 0 come 1o
a univesity. From the oy

e causia from Radom came 1o

Taracl but seted in 1o sudy an the Vil
7l arsived, we spent o lor of rime togehier. She was close

enough to me in e and we lad 3 Jot of things in compon, 5o we
me 3 good deal more

had long, conversations and life
interesting,

“Time was flying, and it wonld noi be long befone Octobes rolled
around and T would! 2 about what | was
0 10 o 56 T would ot siss out on ssaer year, Well. et out

e 1o ke up g o

azy plans for any sor of brsiness in Tel Aviv because [ could nor
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e a1 1ef my aunt and ncles house 16 o 10 Tt was
October 10 That toming the first rain fell and Auntic siid,
Vou seet ven the skies ace crying because you zre leaving

s Bt | promised them that L ould come o see them from tine:
s and holidays. Aunlic was

o time, especially over the weel
concerned tha | g
oy ansal in Paestine and she was worried that [ was probably sor
dressed properly. she
ysel

W, as far as

difficalt. [ha

et hesuse it was the frst rainkallsince

0 tokd e mot o forget 10 take care of

was ot very

King care of mysclf went
sy all the money that | ac ecmed from my
job. so fizancially | was all right. | hed packed all my things and
ok them with s, cxeept the viofin, which 1 had 1 eren
once during my siay in Tel Aviv. | ke tat | would not us itin
i cither, so 1 1eft it with my aust ard

@ et wet, 1renied a room
dar Hacarmel, not

saved

x

Lurtived o Ui and 1 did

s advertsed at the Technion, [twas o1 T
i fromn the insitute, in 2 Mt wit a young couple ih no chikdres
sl Bl s iy free hefore starting oy st 16 fook o
nd g 1o ko Hiifa

1w it from the st moment that T acived hecause of the
Wl view and the vancty of Giferent arcas, from Moot
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Wity the sabbi of e Grea Melbosue Synagogue, Rabbi
Rappapont. There were five grbs all 1ogether, and they all
Christan ehurch sefools. 1he Rabbi agreed to do . 1e said that he
ogether in the front rov- during the Sabbath
cuon about this celebration. following

would Fave then:all s

service, e would give o

whict the five gicks would be called up 10 stand is ront of the Holy
Atk where they would receive o special blessing
This event was really @ novelty i Melourne, and it created 4

new Fashion for all the fewist &
Synagogue and were members there for as long as we lived in
Melbourme. It was

iU in s el

s 10 follonw. We foined the Great

wally 4 very beautiful place. The bulding was

ficent syle. They had 4 very pond

chazan and an excellent choir, whic we enjoyed wlimener we
went 1o services on the High Holidays or auended weddings or
Bar Mitzvzhs,

Annette’s Bat Mitzvah ceremony was really beautiful. The girls
were all dressed in white and wore white floral garlands on their
heads. This being the fisst such celebration, the Rabbi made the
oSt out of it Alte the services we hosted a i
congregation. The next day, an

tives 10 3 pa

ush for the whale

wnday afternoon, the fve fanilics

imvited their fisends and

1 at 4 large reception
ball

At about the sarne tine. something revolutionary occurred in the.
wtory somewhere in the United States

hosiery indusiry. 4

ivented wha: became known as “panty hose.” Unel that poa

conventional way 4 woman covered her legs was by wearing

stockings. Uil about the end of the Second Worl
were made of pure silk, a that was the only fine vam available
Howsver, b

War.

Kings

sethe yarn was so delic

. the siod

fore very

easily or runs frequently developed. These muns were mended
cither by the women themselves or by special repair shops hecanse
€ pair of stockings was quite expensive, heing made of pure sik
and you could ot just throw them away

Howerer, swhen nylon was invented the

¢ was a short supply of
the yarm, and only after the war did 1 hecome readlly avariable for
manfucturing purposes. Nylon very quickly replaced sik bcuse
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Soe of s il e s
maser fcenired i frun of A1
Sudan sasion. 1993

Mo s which caiels with she
Stdaness kichen staff

towet buil mainly by the Sue Canal French edministration sl s
it was right in the centre of the canal wac a lor of French people
worked in the adnunistration offices. The rown was stuared an 4
lake called Bitter Lake, which is quite large. and the Suer Canal
went_dight through the middle of & There vere quite 3 few
s cafes in town, and we discovered tsat surprisingy

fere wask  Jewish restaurant there, even though there were hardly
any Jews living there. It was called Berger's Restaarant, opened
some years before by Jewhh immigrams from Russia nascd
Berger. They served Jewish Russian food, which suited us very
sl Lol meet iy frierds from the Jewish unit there and fave
unch togetl
found out 1

Then s would walk around towss and we'd akways fnish ofl
e am the lake shore where we cauld tell cach other abont onr
obs i the various siations aad compare ovr problens. At the sani

£ W sed 10 get special teeatment once the owiers

Liwe were Jewish,

time, we could watclthe ships going throrg1he canal, both waye,
Mot of he ine King Faroule's privare yacht was anciored theee. It
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Jarer than mie, L certai that the saun ting fppe

As 1 have menioned alredy. my hirth — like dhat of Moshe and

Suck - ook place my parents could afford it

midwife an hand buta doctor g

well. whose st was Zabner, was also s castain i

the amy. L rer
e firde brother came from and | was tolc that Dr. Zibmer ad
brought i witt hint in his p The Polish Aty officers
niforms had arge side packess so of conrse | hckeved i
e when b
ded quite sen

mher whes Moshe was bom, Lasked where my

stery

for quite @ wh

nek was Do, 1ol Bosh

e thing and! it so
anyway. whether Dr. Zabser brought me in his pocket or not, |

was o on that day, February 3, 1919, and that i how my story
line,
ronably had ey brit, and |am sure it was celebraed on the

cighth cay. And then of course z1y pureas must |
b

ve celebrated

. pidy

when. atter which a very uneventul puriod
And1
prohlerts o any o

shouldl
b

e stancs m sure thas was so. | don't know of 1oy

e ind, ard by mature Lmust have been a ver
oot baby. $5 any problenms shat subsequezly care up were net
caused by me

A, of course, there wars never a shortagge of probileans, Workd
War had just and
o st sebuikling their lives. Bpecially my parents, who hocl st

el and everyone tied 10 et buck w1

gotten ruaried and b

T baby and 2 new business to take ca

of
s of Noseuber 1L 1918, hey lived in @ newly creancd seate of e
Republic of Poluct. But in G

e, i goyins were st the same anti-Semites as hefore, snd e

L ot vers mich had chunged for

for Jews was very resticted, and people hud learnel w sceept
things the way they were. However, thene were sounie e hosizons

ok toward. There wa

e st e cnd of We

eling i
W Tl Brosspht with - new outlouk

expectations of mose
freedom — persoral and national —and a dusire for progeess and
Bredernizaiion, Vo

people of the high ard middle class felt lucky
that they were not a part of the Kussian Cupire and therclore not
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liave mich 10 do, even on my dags off
One day 1 was called inta the colonels offiee for some
nstnuctions about the folloning weeks mnsporarion probiern,

When T got there, T was told that he had been called our and that e

would be back in about fiicen minutes and tat 1 should wai for

i s st alone near i desk, Taoticed o bandwriten repor o

e typed Lok i fook an it and s that i eferred 1 he fewes from
Pitestine that he bad uader his command. T copied part of it and 1
sl have this copy. s0 1 can quote some of his remarks verbatim
The report was addressed o the Chief of Headquarters of the
Hitsh Forces in lialy

His main remarks were that the Palestinians were “exasperztingly
impeniner and prestmprions... They sk te cooperative spiri
and feeling of friendlingss of the British troops; e . they will not
un their o canteen but would rather be served by us. They have
cxaggerated ideas of their ow sights and adopt the harrack toom
n desive is leave and subsequent leave

carcless atitude, Their
hiree months ahead. They liave access to their own funds, and their
plentiful pay annoys the BORS (Rritish Other Ranks). A dose o
won at war will o thern goad and they want theie eclin

iory knacked out of them. . ey need their own oflicers
with a Briish ourfook.” and 50 an

1 copicd ontly the tain points becuuse T was worried sat G
gt s aut, When Tread it ter and thoughs abou: it carefully, |

i not consider s officer  be anti Semite hecause he did not

even once mention Jews, but he st reported his chservations

the

igher authorities. And frankly, [would not dissgree with him
becanse everything he siid was accurate, as [ bad served with

. [ was inelined 10 suppost Lis

Deiish unis and with Tsraeli us

opinion fully

Nlien the colonel cune o the office and 1 had my discussion
it him, 1 could see U e really was 2 very nice man. He treated
me very respectfully and eelated 10 me on 3 personal basis, s0 1

1€ sy that e was generally anti-Palestinian or anti-Semitic
Time passed very slowly in Foggi, and 1 could not find any
nterest i what s supposed 10 e doing is the affice, 1 saned 1o
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wlul becase the ground was il of pine needies it T
dropped fram the trees, and they were dry and prickly and it wes
vers painful 16 walk on them, Bu Motker insisicd that we keep on
walkeng berclioon ecause apparently i i very healdy, so we had
o do s, Surprsingy. afier a few days, we didn't feel a Ting aud

we would run around barefoot all the tine
As s 2 wats 3 i orest of pise trecs, some of il was s

thick thar when we went o the woods we could ardly s

one Tollowed o f d lefi marks

daylight. and unle

coertain trees, i was sy 10 gt lost, That is why we were never

allowed 16 o i the Toress alone, so we would go there almost
every day with the cook. She ahways carried a baskel, which we
used 1o Al with red and black bereies that we picked. Anc i we
et deeper nto the forest, ine the dirker areas, we would pick
very enefil that ey were not lhe

mustiaoms, bt we Fad 10
poisoous varicty, We vy lid 1 bring brck some
bits of hark that hac falle off 1

Besides the walks in the forest the zest of the day was spent

trees. 1o light the conking fire

i, plaging in the garden, and relaxing in casy chiirs o in
hammocks strng Berween tva trees. | sl remember how

it was ol in & hamnock and swing back and forth in

od time, 1o, hecause the
could

e shade of the tees. Mother

ration, s Morhe

cook did all the cleaning and food preg
spend all ber e with s and go visiting Fiends or relatives

were staying in nefghboring firmhouses, and we all had 4 lovely

haliday

Can you imagine fhe sids of tday possib'y enjeging theaselves
with 0 special aetivities, no elevivan, video. or ove theatres, no

s of any Kines no spors, no foorball or swimiizg or Wking,

st enjoring courry it and seting logedher with other sids 10tk
nd sing
liapoy. The simple pleasun
adulis, There was not even 3 single store i the
shopping 1o e dane,

et No, we did ot nieed anick in those days 1o b

aflife were enongh for children and
v and o

S0 haw did se gt our fooc In the hest and simplest wey

Peasants used 1 go around 1o the bowses with whatever they had
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il the san came out in e moming

Dight o
never created any preblens hecaise there was no such g o

dry period o  shortage of water or loods that might do danage.

s s sysien s sl beingg used dhese tody

Wil the hole s on otk sices of the canal was e desert.
the exeeprion wis a wide sirip of green felds with il spread
imong them alongside the sweer water canal thar runs alongside
the Sz, Canal, But our camp near the vy sacion was Jike all
the Sucz Canal ity < e desert, and the
canditions hers were « bit sange, cimte-wise

Vet the climate trere beter an in Teb- Ay because there was
absolutely 1o bty The ligh temperanures nof thstancing, 1
vy fe comtorable, and b cunings and i were

s in the midcle o

compararively caal Bur hecanse we lived non fis om e 1o

wes b a plague of moscitocs. 5o we as soldicrs
had omlers it allough during the div e swore shors and
shoesiceved shins, after sunser we el 1o put on slacks and
omg sleeved st And raually on each hec there ha o be full
mosquin netting, Fven though, miraculosy. | was never bitrer by
oo nd Lused 10 say that mosoes ¢t lixe me. Tl
e the netiing orer she bed hecase Tt ot ke the noise they
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The ather hogs wha had registered in Tel-Aviv o come ©
Nustralia s students and who waited for a chance o travel as &
group managed to book passage on 4 ship leaving from Genoa in
Taly with alian ey
Four-week trip, they Liad manags
i time o st off the year in Geelong in carly March,

nis going  Ausiralia. As il was only @

o arrive in Avsalia in lie

Tebruay. s
et up with them one day by clance in s restaucant in St Kilda

They rold me that they Tiad 4 very good trip and were ready 1o

ove 1o Geelong and register at the College within the rext o
weeks

Andthe tine had come for e to do the same. iy now T should
lave given up my job and moved to Geelong and regisiercd
College, but T had my doubts if dis was the best thing for me.
of getting out of studying, now that 1

Maybe | should find a ws
weas alreacy 29 yeass old, and y and settle mysell and Rachel. But
how could I do it T waned 10 continue to resice in Australia legally
and be able to gt together with Richel
Sa once agin 1 went 1 the Jewish W
them of my problem and asked them to refer me to their best
lawyer so 1 could get some good legal advice. They s
Dhilips o & Mascl, where | had 2 long session with Mr. Masel. 1
explained ta hins how Lbad made the wiong decision 1 cone 1o
Australia as
cousse, especially since | had already spent three years in the army
during, the War and | should relly start 10 plan how 1o sctde dov
in Ausirala, st 1 carn maney, and begin 4 Family lic. Having
lived aud worked there for four months already, this was now e
country of my chaice and [ did not want t live anywhere else.
M. Masel was very understanding, He thought 1 ad a very good
t i present it for me (o the Deparment of

fare Organization. T told

Al e

2 student and fow 1 felt 100 old 10 st 4 Uhsee-ye

case and suggested

Tnmigration. He said e would recommend that they accepr my
application. even on a humasitarian hasts, and a5  special favour
crviceman, He insistesd on doing it free of churge, as

He was very

waretired ¢
1 had heen sent 1o him from the fewish Welfare
aptiistic hat 1 would get 4 posiive reply.

It did o ke long for the answer o amve, On March 8, fust
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artendizig the Collese from time 10 tine, not 1o upset things oo
well tha

for me hecause 1w

i work
dy snarricel andl T 10 hink of some

atacrsngement for him, but it could
s al
sthier way 10 achiev my gonl. [ cauld not think of anyone who

conld help me. My relatives in Melhoume did not know anyone
with any influerce in the goverament. | had alieady tried Jewish
Wellare and their lawyer could not ackieve anything cither, but
it that 1 had €0 ey Jewish Wel in and approach
Magbe they knew of someone who might

en L thou

it o different angle
find a way of approaching the Minister of mmigration personally
ieving, somcthing for me. So | armanged another meeting

with Jewish Welfare in belborme. When I spoke
there, e toid me tha he achally knew someonc in S
saul s
Jewisht Board of Deputies and was 1 personal friend of Antur
Cahwell, the Minister of Imigration. Well his looked like my st
and only chance ta achieve something

Tgotan intraduciion o M Symonds and | made an appoiniment
1o mest him in Sycney. | ook a few days off from college and 1 had

o the chainm:

Iney, a Mr

monds, who was the vice presidat of e New South Wales

0 50 by phne from Melloure t Sydney hecase i wonld have
e 10 long by train, This was my st ip by plane and it vas
wery exciting, When 1 came 10 his offce [ was tokd that he was very
busy aa could not come 1 the affice but T could sce bim in his
\w

store, which was a very lage Fumiture store in

Symonds was very friendly and atentive and when Ttokd hin my
whol Ife stary he said that he would try his best with the Minister

te assured me that as Mr. Cabwell was a very

e person, they
would boch 1ry o find some way 10 help me. e told me fo g
home and nor worry about it becase he was certain that e would
have good news for me.

When €left the meeting 1 was & very Liappy person as | could see
that 1 had done all T could and it locked lise 1 had a very good
ehunce of suceceding. Twas hooked 10 g0 back 1o Melbourne the
next day so € stll had pleaty ef tine t Jook around Syéney. T was
very impressed ar what a beauriful city it was. The iy irself
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call 1 had 10 open and kck the gate to
o blocks to the ne:
warth it. T had to go hack 0 the building 1o open again the gate for
the:workers and then | got a taxi and went to the hospital. The haby

 building and then walk

arest public telehone, Bur in the end @ was

was beaful and Rachel was well, so e

rything was all right, Now
we had 1o discuss whal mame 10 give he

In those days, you dic not know before the by was bon
whether it would he 2 boy or g, the way you do nowadays with
Ultraseuncl 1 had told Rache! many dmes that if it was il T ol
ke 1o name her afier my mther, whom [ missed so much, S6 we
decided 10 call our dusghuer Hanisia (Hanna) for iy mother and
oz Richel's mather. We registered her name s Aune Helon,
and we called her Annefre or Hansi

Hessa

After ten days of Faspializarion, which was the sule in priviee
5, 10

hosp I Rachel and Annetc home and we siaried & regolac
femily life with normal day
regular perhaps was how woried and cautious Rachiel was that no
germs or bacteria would come inlo contact with the baby. She
exaggerated with every e, But 1dide/Uinterfere hecanse she felt

io-day problems. Wh: was not very

why no
By now 1 conid go back <o the business and become Tully
involved agin in v

sour i, and it could not o any arm o the baby anyway, s

ing i1, Our emerprise was doinyg extrerncly

well, We had accounts with all the major stores, and we startesd

taking on interstate agents © expand our disribution 1 orber sites
like New South Wales, Queenshind, South Ausealia. Wostern
Ausiralia, and Tasma) cd our turnover enormously
hecause in Victoria. whese we wese located, there were a number

of suppliers who svere offering lines sinlr 10 ours, et 0 the orher
stex it was 2 novelty and na one supplied goods there at the
prices we were quating. We hal 1o fake on more s keep up
with the stock handling, the invoicing, and the bookkeeping, and
& wel-knasn name all over Austlia, | conld sce
o that we were seally on our way and that we hadl unlimilc

Koriex hecm

possibilitcs,
fosth Tashana and Yo Kippur arived and Annette was already
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surprsingly, the orhers i not seem 1o i
M St s of bisic preparitions, we were seat by fain o

vt L

v appy ok have 10 g0 10 Tug hecanise there was

e astion there, whie in Tpypt the war was going on ata vers hiss

el Weedlid ot Ko ol conrse sz we were actually going o,

butafter travelling all night, our unit linced in o place called Fayid

on the Suez Canal, here were niy abou twenty of us, and we

sarted the niexs day with all kinds of exercises and lectares 10

complete our nilitars maming, The conditives fhere were it

etter than i Sarafndl, We wee living in tents, five or s o it

2 the micdle o he desert, not o L from the Suez Canal and near

@ sweet warer canal and an Egypiian villige. Ou

Taining was ot
very tough becase we were ot s fig

s unit, and all we had (0

o salute an afficer, how to palish onr

shows, el how 1 ke our bk, and of covrse how o use a ife

The rest of the fme we hed 10 aitend lectures so Tt we would be

tined for ous posts

W were then i hat s we were the et nteligens group of

e RE recruits, e sl b chosen 0 contrel the iy ays that £

herween or Said wud Suez along the Caal for the purpose of

wnsiening. military possonnel and soads. There were ejght

Sations 1 e Pors Stid, Kantars, L, Abu sultan, Favic

Fenira, €

el anel Suez, Each hic an Feyprian staion naster and
s piersommel from 5 Britisl RE ol Bt he station ru

could ot be

st and the Briisl pessonnel were not i

enongi 1o contral then or  d office work, so they all would he

doing g phiysica sk such s shunzing e sias a

stons, jres and the water supply We. i the

case, ol b oplic up smong the cigt siations nd would ron fre
Irsnspot moveniert, We were now in te section of RE called
Mosement Control

We were quie happy 1o have Fished ofl this way atfer our
reeruitment. We tetvery lucky that this would be our b hecatse
ekl vy inferesting ancd no. dangesous. Alheng s we were nos

sl Rghing 10 defet the Germans, we were sill

Relpig the war effos by transpeoning soldiers and war meterials o
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it sometimes snowed, and crossing the border nomually twok twvo
. This frst part of my plan having beea completed, |
would now have 10 think very bard about how o proceed wih the

days Tong

arzangenerts © get Rachel over ta join me.
As the Bitish were gor
Moste deeded that s a holder of

e Palestine in May, my broth
alestine passport on the cort
o which it said “Britsh.” he should g0 1o Munich to see Facher
whom he had nor seen for nearly en years, As they were supposed
10 leave for Austtalia soon, he was i b uight not see him for
many more. It was nit 100 difficult 10 organize, so he went over o
Munich for a week and enjoyed staying there with Father and
Ractiel andl the Salzbergs. When he rerumed to Palestine. he wrote
me all about it and descrived the way they lived there and how

hanks to Shlamek Salzberg's business activites, they were very
well off, Bur even though they were living ¢ good and confortable:
Hife, diey did ror want 1o stay there. They woukd rather start from
the memory of
eir vl andl reltives ovcer h

serateh i Austialia than remain in Germany, 2
what happened t0 4l
depressing and they wanled 10 gt away from it

My i in Geelong a5 & studert was quite comfortable too. 1 had

o worries at all, as | was aeting on extremely well with my
But 1 had 2
wife to foin e, and

st Tal

o gl time with y student frien

prablinn that no one clse bid - how o gtz

: Lves sill il right,
ilthough my funds were running cowa a bit. The cost of iving in
Gieelong was quite low. Bieabfast was incliced in my reat, luach
s ala very low price <t the stucents cafetcriz, snd dinner we had
in some restaurants and stcak houses,
s well. | prefer
ot 10 Ausimlia, | never had siezk
grilled meat. “The price of 2 1
threepence; you could have it with fried onions for o and

and the prices there were

s because vl [

k ious

very inexpensive

hefore and | liked that kind of

hone steak was two shillings and

sixpence; i you wanted a fried egz 01 10p of the seak, thut was
v and ine perce, and 4 glass of beer with T was anorher few

pennics. So we never spent much money. and 1 had enough
reserves, The ath

students from Palestine wsed o get money sent
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e cieat fron o apartment in Haife. 1974

50 had 4 Jovely view of the whole city as
rest, We also

apatment, where we 2
well s the bay, not 10 mention dircet access fo
had 2 private moof from which we had an even wider panorma,
WIITS more aur streut was 4 culde sac so there was hardly any
fraffic: Overall it wass so picturesque and so peaceful that it el s if
e were lving in the couniry

I Melbourne, Stanley and terry. who had rened an apartment
sicar e Carlion Foerball grounds. decided after & short while 0
mave back to Brighton where Berty’ parents, Shizmek and Genia
Belnik lived, and so did we. We were very happy abou i, 25 from
then on we had them very elose Ty and I was 10 problent gt
together and see each other a5 ofien as possible.

And now o geandehildren started o arrive one by one. Our frst
sranddavghter was Tally, bora in 1haifa o Annette and Hagai or:
Novernber 27, 1974, OF course we were ther: waiing or e huppy
fomienL o become grandparents for the st time. fier everything
that Rachel and T fad been thiough, we thought it was a grear
achievement. And it was well worth waiting for because we bl
truly lowely e granddaughicr

The following year, in Jue of 1975, Bety and Sranley's san

“ae
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et o these problems. She says that having wandered around
for fory yeans wih the Jews when they left Egyp, he could bave
faund 4 beter ard mose setled place for us which was nar anly

el 2 il e honey 2 land shat could have been rich in oil

o at least 5 counny nos surrounded by Arabs bt by paceful

neighbours, And i b could not fnd anything betterin forty years,

>

A Dt .

Ract st he bl o d Pt s 1994

Rache] says he should have gone on for another forty vears and.

mayie e would have ended up i Switernd

Someone who was itering t0 Rachel story i that i Voshe

Rabeina ivec in ous e s ot would not be boshe Rabein

Bt Bloshe Rabinowic, and even @ Kabinowicr can ke

mistake. Bt zuy prner Zoylek Rabimowics would ot agree with

it becase e thinks tha: @ Rabiaomicz never makes 4 il
Based on our partoership experience, | canor dsigree.

Ampva, geting bic 0 our sy, $um extersely fortonste 0

e able 10 say thak Rachicl wnd 1 T @ wondertol marsed I

extending over fiy ye:

< without any marical problems or any
upsetting events between us. | never stdied bebavioral
prychology and we never went 1o 4 maniage counsellor, hut
somchow we ot understood that i areied e, the most
Smportant thig is mutal love,

although this alone s ot cnough 1o
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S | SR

i ‘I . 037

Jodber saiivg to Paiesion o e fornsalene. 193

Moshe o finish schiol and join e in Palestine, and she hoped that

nothing sl g0 wiong s that we eould cany out our plans of
nily from Hadom ro Tel-Aviv

owly trmserring the whole
W s up for the time [ was away from Te-Aviv, and we
ves. They were all very happy with what 1 had

wisitedd all our rel

oiter and Tt Tel-Avi i the Febsiiis

e
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section and asked them whene they el and whiat their names

were and where diey were from. But there was only oae girl dere
wwho impressed me fran ke fist minute s he, Tler g was
Rachel. T ought that it would be niee o iicet Ber privarely and not

telose touch with her, so Lasied her e would mind £ L wioe o

er snged 10 e her, fust the tvo of s, 1 asked for her
s samber,full mame andackdrss so 1 eonld write her s s s

1 gor hack ta my it She compled. 1 had to leave bcause it was
ing Lt and 1 had 1o other RTO wni fellows witk e, s 1 did
ot gt the chiance 16 beeoe 1 ke more personal. b T though

o myself that this s the fiss g1 had e that | would ke o et
taether with and T would he very lupps it it worked ou

S0 when 1 Rinished the fals in Geneita T went bk to Ahu Slian

and wrote aletter 10 Kachel. telling her how she had ipressec me

Troam the st moment §saw herand how [would like very mich to

gettogetier with her, told her that i she would write o e sndlet
me know when she had a Free day. | would come over and we
woukl spend some time together. | addressed the leiter according
to the details of the cacket she Fad given e, where it suid éear'y
& Zehman,” wits the unit nuiier and details. | did nor have o
maf the lester because o ndt bad # messenger vz suotor bike.

cotricr (on ihe bite)

ety with my “persanal” fore- ot
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Seeing a5 we were so successfal wit the undervear, we decided
©

more because woolen yarn was by now awilabe from many wills

it ke 25 a3 o

Jiion: L. This was 0o probeam any

without any additionsl paymenis, and many kn
sive them work. Tknew that if we did the rght styles at the right
ice, al the stores in Mellourne would buy fron us because we

wanied us 1o

Jiad already ¢

ablisized a solic ceputzrion witk the bugers 2

relisble supplier of good siling and wood quality at the right
price.

By that time we had 10 reorganize our

W stil had enenigh space. but we ha 10 take o o people 1o

i i, Wee

¢ telenhone calls and 1o make

s in ous warehouse.

el s receive the goocs and prepare the orde

clso had o ke on @ g 10 ansver
up the iavo
il 10 Took around or ni samples for sring, We alsa had 1o
ook tor the supply of fbrics, visit the maing up factories, and sce
he custorers and arganize e siles

. Mot and [were out part of the time because we

o we were all rather busy

aind aur husiness was growing very fust, We were on 4 very sound
basis with good profrabiliiy. sn we looked forward 1o the e
and we were continuously planning our expanson

W decided that it was time t6 pive up selling the second-quality
wens socks and ladies” stockings b in of
proficon it compared 1 the ciher lnes, g we ot tiredl of working
at night sorting, vt the stockings. S we told our suppliers of those.
v lines who our customens wene and we suggested 1o them that
ey sell directly to
expand inio other lincs with a areater furnre. AU the sam time [

cause we had 3 low

ose stores 5o that we would have more time 1o

made sure that whit we were offering in underwear did not

terfere will the production und sales of Father and M

Linps

factory tacuzly, shie was v
factory was stll calied Lipph. 25 they were niakig up things of
micis simpler design and they sold mairly 1o small cusiomers ke

acly known as Mss, Komzu, bul the

shoskecpuss, vendars, and couniry siores.

Rachel was very happy when we decided o sop working on the
Rosiery soring four mghts 1 weck, s s ool up (00 much of her
e, I addiion, she was now expecting @ haby. We were

“aae
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apprentice 1o conne s clean up. Te would shout, “Monick, come
here and clean off the clien” I bothered our Monick <o much o
B the same nare s the b

pprerice that be insisied o

buing called “Moid
In any case, the Twvenrierh Gentury thar 1lved througl was an

exirel

iy ertzy period. with sy politieal and hisiorical events

e workd that could not have tken place in the previous ten

centuries. T world wars, the rise andl il of Communisn and
Fascism. the hith: of sndependence in Asi and Africa, and mang

other esimordinary events, not the leas of which was e

establishment of the St of birael
This cenuny is o s period dhat Tas seen enomous srides i
the develapment of scence and Techiolgy. What we have
actieved with tmins, cars, sirhines. telephones. faxes. radi

welevision. computers, medical seience. and & high-starciard qualiy
of W was simply undream of shen [vas 1 boy

So.dear children and prandchildren. here is my i story. | hope
it will be as interesting for you 1o read as it has been for me 10

With love.
Sabba Les.
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s 1 have mentioned hefore, | dic ot know cther of vy

srandfathers, which is 4 piy becanse now, being o grndfather

myself | can see what a child is missing when he:she dogs not fave

grandparents for ot lews

ompany of histe

e some vears, My

pitermal grandmather survived wntil Workd War T and wes killod

i she Tolocaust, but my metennal grandmothier dicd in 1927 when

s cight years ol and ©remember what s shoek iUwas 1 all i
ue especially 1 my mother. who was 53 a he time and esprctizg
her third child Although she would loved w have had 4 i

iy bl twes boys, | sememher she said. whes her

because she ar
sor iy brother was born about ane monh afier ler mother dieg,
that she was happy it was @ boy because i it had been < girl sk

seould have bac w name i afier her o, and she could not bear

1o do that 56 s00n after her lass

There i< not much more 1 know ehout sy grandiurens, and |

restime trat thestain vesson for this s the sbsence of gandiaihes

i my e hecause 0 those days, even i 4 grandmether was of

swrong chasuctez, as 2 woman. they wied 10 be unohinsive anc
self effacing, Teaving all decisions and actions 15 the tele in the,
famil

o really have a clear pictue of whas ife was lise in Poland tand

ur Radom, which was a toical Polish wwn), all one has to dois
read i few fooks by Teane Fashevis Singer, who describes in his
novels and short stories exactly the way any Jewish family lived a0
the end of the 19th century andl the 20th. Althuough
there were trenendaus problers of

inning of e

I in gene:

sy

isofetion o the Polish communiry a arge and ourigh hoscity
which manifested fsell on 2 dafly asis, As well there were
problesns of World War Ore, with the continuous changing of the
occupying powers, mnely e Russizs, the e, ard the

Anstsians. Thewe were o major economic problens. Making «
decent living was a consann strugele even for the middle-class

hanis and manufactorers, nat 1o mention the imoverished
Iradesen and workers whose sitation was wemendously
aggravated by the apparent honelessness of e deprescer

nemic conditions,
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erth, and the train lefe ar 501, eleven winutes late so tat | could
seton

To this day, | stll dhink that this conld have happened only in
Australia, where people are friendly and helpful. In no other
canntry would a conductor hold up an interconvinental train for
cleven minutes for a passenger who had no rescrvarion and no
ticket. When I thanked him for what he did for me, he said, “No
worry, mate. [had to help you " When i was writing out the icker
for e he asked, “How far da you want 10 go?” When Ttold him [
oings 10 Melbourae he saidl. “Oh o, 1 can't give you a ticket ta
Melboumne because 1he vacant space you took up is only 1o Port
Pirie in South Ausicalia. When you gt there, wy to buy a ticket fron
Port Pirie (o Melboume”

well, 1
geting nearer 10 Melbourne. From Port Piric i v

uld fave 10 do. AU ket L was on the train and

only amoicr
wventy-four hours to my destination, und | was sure it T would be
ucky again.

“The tain rip was very uneventil, as ot of the area we wen!
through s jus piain desen wih no vegeion and o
nhabitants, Whencye
you could see there was the water wwer and a few sheds where the
aend:

we had 4 stop it was 0 pick 6p waler and all

lived. And it was nearly the same for four cays and four

nights.

i
apencd our beclsar night and closed therm in the moming, There
s < very mice dinin room where the passengers had brakfas:
funch, dinner, a5 well as moming tea and aficrnoon tea with cakes.

conditions and the service or e rain were very good They

S0 we were quile busy fust going 1o the dining root ard back
you could it ard tlk o peaple and
er, which was the st important

There was also 1 lavnge whet
of caurse drink |

cupation for

most of the passengers.
rived at Part Piric, the train stopped for forty five
minuies and | ecided 1o leave my Luggage on the main and try my
luck at the ticket window. If I didn’ get a ticket, 1 could stil n
back 1o ke my luggage off. There was quite a line for ticks,
When my trn came und T asked for a ticket to Melbourne and the

When we
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sight have settied for that trade and 7 would bave become iy

future, On the othier hand. 1 could bave become 2 radio dealer and

en better than | did. Anyway, | was outof itand |

perhaps dose ¢
had to laok for so:nething vlse

Across the oz on Allenby Street there was & large shop calle
Hemdenmatz wiich sold men's oz, mainly made-fg-easure

s, Thhere was 1 <ign in e window that suid they were looking

o salesran who could speak German and English, so 1 went in
and applied for the job. The owner liked me and took me on

seraight away. The store had several fans and quiic o lot of

vemiltion, and 1 could sec tnat 1 would feel very comforable

there. 1 accepred the joh on the spot, expecially since the pay was

i the two orber men who worked there, as wellas e

boss and bis sor, were very nice

1 was 4 very glegant shop, so they catened o an upper-class
dlietele. They had quite o few Krish govemment officials as
clicas, and 1 was the only person there who could specl Eaglish
Otherwise, most of e cusioniers weae German Jews. who they
aillall prfersesd 1o speak German ather than Heorew. s admit

et § practiced my Genman thene 2 Iot and 1 hecane vy fuent

Selling shires was n proble for me because 17ad Tearred how o
do it in y parents shop. As lor the ofher items they sold. T picied
up the details from the other v slesmen T worked with

1fitied in at Hemdenmat: quite well. The

wes fnteresting.
Cxcept that the hours were log = fiom 9 am. 17 pa, 4 a3
00 farto go home for uneh, 1 e 10 spend my lanch howr ¢ Cafe
A ause Tkne that all
s weas ol aporary o pass the e unil el the couriry for
e e elsewher, 1 felt quite seld

et door, B T leltappreciated, and b

Rachel a1 also fell comfortable 1 the reom we Fad rented im
Givat Raban, Rachel’s joh suited her too becavse she worked

only in the morings, o she

had plenty of time for oiganizing
herselt at home, OF cousse we hiad 1o by some furaiture © puke

the place look decent. s so far we had no idea how long we would
e staying there.

Tie owser of the house sas 2 ind and frendly man, bit it
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Brougit 4t g 10 school and whea the rebhe put the paper on

e e, Keadish: sipped the ege nndemeh, ocng b v
sperand

when the rebbe went back 1 his i, i just e the

never looke

1 the seat hefore siting down,

The prank went exsctly a5 planned. e ehbe sat dovn on

ehair and got e cag all over his pans Whas happenec nest, you
Well, the el
silence was the answer. So the nex: thizg was the leathes sicap. Th

s fist question was. “Who did 21" A deadly

v began 1o lash cach hoy in the cliss uail someone would
Al and come up with the’ mame of the guilty party. 1t id
fike Tong, One of the boys. who could not ke it anymone

that. The punishmen: public

denounced Kadish aad that v

s in froc of the sliole sl

There was another situibic case. We bad  sebbe with a vesy long

scard who used o fall sl

p while we were doing wril

Cxerciscs, When his hesd was dow, bis beard would spread oul
hoys had another bright ide. 11
decided 1o stk bis beazd 10 the desk wih chewing gum so that

on the desk. S0 one of

when 1

tebbe wake up, his beard would be stuck 10 the desk.

which would be quite panfl. My classnate did it and it worked

seautifully. Bt there was o punishment for the nusty decd

ecause the rebbe could not adsuit o the sehuol officals tt he

was sleeping during chisss!

Twas personally never imvolved in sy wouble or problezis and
never received any punishient. | don't know whether it was

heceise | was such @ “good oy or hecse | was very cautious

and ot tlacious enougl o get oy toble. AlLTRnow s dhat
1

a0 inclination 1o b involved in any trouble of ey ind

wh

1 was abou sis and a Rl ey anendance a e ched

11 wans pur into o semireligionss school which

secular teachiers for generil subjects and rebbes for relgions
studles, I was stll an all-hoys school and had only the Tower
arades, W had quite 1 pleasint and sneveniful e there. There

s nes corporal punistiment and no disordes of any kind. As @

crof fact, all: ot twa ears. |

ul: Catiended this schaal

save na recillection of ang particilar e
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it he was never fnished by wen or

Npsiits 10 <leep, as e siid ¢

e 1o work sl kier, 5o we

eleven o'clodk a1 night and he w

aranged for i 1o 5

p i e shap. He was very happy about i

ot s bases wngl any Eme of night and did

reesse he could sor

hot B 1o e p eary in the aioming beciuse e was not in
wybodys way
ricd and

Aot shree years hefor the War, Shimon fnall
my parents helpe him to cstablish 2 shop tor binself. 1 think he
must hive been about forty vears old by then. and we were all very
s

hanpy for bim, 1 was vy a1 the e, so T could 5ot autend
weckding
1o not have any recollect

sl 1928 when [was aine years ald
excepr for an ineident that oceurred at my new school. One.
Iorming we were playing outsice uad we were p on a fist floor
bukcony that went asound the back of e building. Part of the
balustrade was missing and while [was standing there, one of the

me and 1fell down a whole floor. Luckily. 1 landed on

boys pushet
sand =nd except for die shock. 1 did s sulfer any damage

remember cleary the Feeling of Falling down: it was as if Lend the

whale word wer

e sheinking. | never found out who pushed me.

it 1 recovered very quickly so the whole incident was

forgorren
Sehool was generally very interesting, 1 had many new sujects
and a nese discipline ad something we had never done

elore -

we did

physical edcasion, Fycry momivg beforc our fst essor
about en minutes of excrcises in the classroon, and tiee 1 week
ary sice. | found
climbing up 2 ladder wih fust your hands very diicult. But the
“Tuis 1 faund
vintally ipossible,and Ttied © et our of doing it a5 often as |
could. But generaly 1 Hed
completely nex for me

We alzo staned 10 ply Foolhe
class ik 2t than plaed znother class. Howeser, my foorball

we had one hour of it tn o gym, which was

worst exercise was jumping over the pommel hor

¢ exercising, which was someihing

— or rather, soccer - and

carcer was very shor-ived, Afier two or three months of playing

and practicing, we Fad @ il § g exeited and a litde confised
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s o 50 badl 10 start off studying one year luer.

3wt he political situation in Purope was sher bad at thas time
Hiter
ke for hitself the Suceien
P
was nat good 1o sit i P
decided that | should leave for Palesting and that in the midele of
il from Tel-viv. But a0

occupivd Austria har yesr ard invaded Crechaslovali

1. Now he staned threutening

. i Toosked ik something cangerous might develop, It

nd o wai for nex: ye

e follonwing vear | should 10 80 to Scor

that time, Moshe tumed seveneen and if there would b a war the
next year e ol be canserpted. and thess it would be advisabl
W et his sehooling and get him out of Poland. 1t was

areferable that we should bt et away mether and somchow

ey, n0t being of wiltary age. would et thro

the rest of the
anything
Palestine.

b would happe, snd we would cventually be unie

Crgie
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activiy and they could be safely interned the

It 50 happencd that by th
Japan had joined Germany in decaring sear on the Alls, ard the
ound A
guards tha accompanied the Germans cosld no re

stsalia

ime i ship anived

sea i became wasafe for shipping The Jewish
nio

ned in Ausiralia. The Gerna Teplars w

and they also rema

intemed in Australia unil afier e war caded. Alier heir

they all seuled there and they brosght out their families. As marter
of fact, Annetie had a girlffiend at school zamed Ursula Wagner
whio was  daughier of one of thase Germans

Anyway, aher the men were deported from Palestine. ieir wives

anc children, who were considercd 1o be umiless, were kep

locked up in their homes wih British any guards sround e

and of course they el sforuble. They were o

p.with
g the year 1941, was on top of the
storld, 5o they decided that they wanted 1o be deporied back 1o
Gernary, where they could v in freedom and they applicd t the
Inermational Red Cross to help them.

e Ited Cross started working on i with the Bris’? bunda
Authority. They were tokd that as there were i few hundsed citizens

without their men, fully loc cedom atal,

couniry Germany, this bei

of Pulestine, a5 well a5 people with valid retwr visss 10 Palestine

sl all ot canght n Poland when tie war broke outand could not

rewm, i would he possble 10 wrnge @ exchinge of those

dren for the Germean wonen and

peopie. but only women and cf
children, who were stuck in Palestine and it could be done in a
neutral couriry. in this case Turkey. And as there was = full it of
the Teng
find the fewish wom
Palestine and o prepare a Jis, which would be exumined i
Jerusalem. And 5o the G
and
and that is how Mother and Sumck boca

s acailable, now it was up 1o the Genman authorities to

and childres, with the right 10 g0 10

apo started looking for those
shertos i

i among e Jews locked up Poland,

scgistered on this lis
Although Smek really had 50 tight to e to Palesine, Mothes
firmly believed that sonehows he would get throsgh and she put
his narme o
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was one of the bust. However, | decided t0 keep him out of it and
contacted a few of the ot
£0 1o Austalia whichever way and whenever possible. All T got
s a negative reply, saying dhat there was nothing

s nsica. Lok thens that §wanted o

from ther: w

available but should something come up, they would advise me,
Akoug Tl had eight months hefore the stuclies hegan, 1 did ot
‘mind going (0 Ausiralia earlier o look araund and see what e was

ke there and 0 ry ta eam some woney. The other boys that we

going 10 Geelong did not hurry. They lef the travel amangements
being told that by that tine 2 regular way
of uavelling by ship from England 1o Austcalia might be established
and it wauld not be 1 problem then.
“There was not much | could do in the m
1 setdled back to our nanal fife. But one morming 1 received
telephone call 3t Hemdenumatz's o sy that Aunt Tobale bud tud a
heare ariack that moming and had pussed away. T over o

unilearly the next

ntime, <0 1y wile ard

Kalisher Street witere they had been Iving for the fast lew years
vere aeady being wiade for the funeral, Aunt Tobale

evidenty had
 had

Preparations

a heart problen bt appacently did not ke caee

of it she was only ir her fifties when she dicd.

Quite & feww years before, my uncle and dunt had purchased
e on the Mount of Olives in Jeru
brecause this was supposee 1o be e fist place the: Mashiact wil
come 1o resurrect the dead buricd there. Sa linele Mortel insisced
that the fineral should e in Jeruslen. but tat created a lot of
problecns. There was: 10 provision far funersls 1 have 2 military
escort and you could no imvel on that road withou ane, s the

busal plots for them: em

anly way i could be arzanged was for a truck to take the hody and
two passergers. Thercfore only Uncle Motiel and Yocheved coukl
accompany Aunt Tohale and no one else conld take part in the
funeral. 1 was really upset, hut there was narhing 0 do abour i

Fortunately they arrived there all right and came back safely, o a

fenst we had the singan in their home

When [went 10 Tsrael on a visit ahout twenly years ter. | went 10
the Mount of Olives 1o try 1o find Auntic’s grave. The carctaker
showed me the exact location, but there was no headstone, | was
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the buusiness probiens that were common 10 herh of them, such as
sarion matiers. custoiner aaude, and poliical ssues bt woskd
wick: and local

For instance, Feter Yankel would come o our bose 9 a'clock

o o el
on for thss

coy Saturday e

sing and sperd ot an

o daven at 100, The res

unusunl meeting was that he swas too sy during the week wib s

shep and the scap factary. sl on Saturday affemoon he had 1o

a0 st up for e next week,

O Friday nights we wsedl 10 walk 10 our prandmother Bubby
Rajzels, were we would see i and Father's vouryger brosher and
s, wio were stll snmacried. Faher's gounger sster's e was
Hayale and ¢
106 km o adom, )

atually. in 1933, she wet & boy om Pinezow, about
leberg. They
hat year. The weddizg ook place in Kiclee at e
was nll way between the tvo

fune was Shlomo 3

home of the Kaners because

wowns, We tmavelled trene and Dk by saxi, which was iy first and
tha
amended in Folans

i a private

wedding extremely well

ol tip Ly carin Poind. 1 remenbe

Deuse iU was the only wedding |

s & beantil ailie, even hiouga 1 ook place

£ that men and women were

ome with e space, | remer
tagetier and they all danced -0 4 hand of K
even & badchen there, as it was the custom 10 have one al
weddings. This wass & comedian wha wed 10 stand v on & clair
and. in aoneman performance. woukl tell jokes and funny

e stzange thing abou this wedding s tha ahout irty yeass

later, Ziylele Rabinoswicz, my business parer who happens to be

Cousin of Shlomo Salzerg's. wid me ane day i 4 conversation that

bl alsor been ar fra wedding. A | deseribe 110 him, he
vemesnbered all e details of e well, and we diseovered that we

@ 10 the same music. Looking hack, | relize th

b ot

being such good parees since 1990, we continued to "cance 1o 1he
same tmne” alt our lives
Hay

wchaother's

e her hushand setlecd in Radom in G

new somarkoy helped out i the shop. 1 was v
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lelp dhuring the esans, they made you feel more confident, so for
that reson 4l

e they may bave been worlwlile

Bty read problems stared about o months before the

s, AL fved from e Ministy of £

ucztion 1o

eheck up on the condition of the suoms where fhe exams we

going 1 b held and o looks shrough the L. of studeats that were

ke part. Apparenily everything was all fght, excep

e decided that 1 andd Niusia Chilich, who were both bora in

thar

Tebruary 1919 wic fust urned 16, were 100 young 10 ke the
watriculasion exars, for which the mininum age was 1750 he
cromsedd ous tames off the fist This of course was very upsetting,

and ot of us would not accept it We felt equal 10 all the ol
Kids in the class andl cid not think
Tess matare s the others. But we wete told that noting could be

about it and Ut we Fad 1o abide by the s a1

auiselyes as any younger o7

bappy shout & we could weite and conplain w the

Ministry of Fducerion,
And so we di. In our letiers we esplained that if the age
scconding 10 our datc of hirli w2 0ot yet ight enough, sccording

1ot war we were e and educated we were on e sae level

s all the orhers, and we had supporting evidence from our

teachers to conficn it Each of s ko wiote that we Lad made

dther i we had o v

angzements 0 sy overses an tanorher

v, it would spoil all our plans. We atch

our letters
tements from: most of o leachers who sited that, not knowing,
o e of it tiey found us more wanre tian niost of the other
ack another
liad & simila endorsement from the

Kids i the class andl that it wonld be unfai= 0 hold us

5 of s Al

headmaster, b Huvitz
e et the lerters and wated for o few weeks, almost resigred
o the Fact that e hiad 1o Chance of achicuing i reversal of the e

Ser you can imagine hows Eappy we were whien the reply frons the
Minisier ansived saying that be would make an excepiion -2 our

her ki

Sagreeing 10

e and would let us take the exams! 1and all e

s

sehool were sure thet the s reason for the Mizist

ke an exception 1o (e rule was the fact that we said we were
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discharged from the atmy and we established our first home, we
hought ourscives crerything we needed. Actually, Auntie Tobale
¢ us aspoon a5 sample of the silver cuery we were supposed
1o get from her. Racluel and 1still have the spoon, which we keen as
a symbol of broken promises. Afierall the guests left, Rachel and T
‘spent some time with the Edelsburgs and thanked therm for making
the wedding

Rachel and ofer the vdding
at the Edelstrurgs' aparment.
1944

Then Rachel and 1 100k  taxi nd went off 1o the horel that
Tor our weddig night, 1 was @ snall
privae hotel on sheinkin Strect near Allenby, When we got there, it
was nearly midnight. We tried t0 find the recptin clerk, who vas
ot at his desk, bt who eventually tumed up. He was surpristd 1
see us e said hae he had o vacaney at all because he had gh

away the room that was reserved for us, s b was not sure that we
et goig 1o tum up, even though the roont was paid for. We
dicint know sehit 10 do because it was 5o late and this was our
wedding night and 1 did not know where 10 go at that hour  find
anoher decent hotel. The one Tused o work in was slways full of

Moshe Liad booked for «

care
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Jerusalem and inqui
af the armed canvoys, which achel was not very happy about, but
ik

what was happening. 1 had ta avel in one

in order t kow what was going on, L + personal visi
o Jervsalem, By letter [would never find anything out. So T went to
I

42 permit 1 g0 10 Pal

Jersalem and afier knocicing on many doo
father ol definiely &
ke up 1 two years hecause the quotas were
were already filled up for the next two years. This was really 4
shoc to me because [did not think it was sight (0 leave our lather
in Genmany for another two years. | decided that the only way o

told that my
tine but it might
mied and they

solve this problem was for us (o g0 to Australia and 10 arange for
Father and Shlamek 10 go there as well

Shiamels would have been very bappy 10 leave Germany wits
ather. e if we could not
et it over 1 Palcstine. He had lose his wife and chid i the
Holocawst Thes b meta gir, a distan
who had lost her immediate Family as well. They got warricd in
Munich and lived together with Father in the same flt, As T
ed before, 1 did ot want 1o coniccr the Konmass
abour armanging a pemiit for myéell and Rachel 1o go
here, but 1 thaugi th
forer brotherie-la, who
having wouble obtaining permits 10 join s in Palestine.

i he would go anywhere outside Europ

aussin in her early fwen

menic

Ausir]
I should advise them about Facher and his

ad survived the Holocaust and were

Tgot an iimiediate response from Stanley Korman in Melborrne
He sad that e would fke 10 get them over o Australia so that they
would at least pet aut of Genmany and then they would all decide
what oo for theiefuture. e asked me to send him a cable with all
e details of the dates of birth

Within two moaths | eceived a cable from Stanley saying dhat
the three permits —for my faher, Silamed. and his wife, Sala ~ were

sto

names, address, and

allarsanged wnd sent ol o Germany. All ey had 0 do now
amange tansportation 1o Austrzlia for themselves and hie would he
happy 10 welcome them there. Well, that was very good ne

Now it was up 10 me 1o find a way of gelting mysell © Avstralia as
well In that regard 1w veally stuck. 1 simply did not know shar
1 do. There were thice ways of getting o permit o enter Australia
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and ste was & preny il then Rachel would be worried all the tine

sehat was going on beaween o, Nonetheless, 2l those things
considered, 1 deeided that T would try 10 ind a good seerutary. This
was ot for the purpose af writing letters or making appoiniments
for people o see me, but 10 help share iy responsibiliics and take
1 of the workload off me. This eailed walking around the
ctory. talking o al the wirls 1 find out w

problezn they hud st

work, discussing with the loreladies wags of improving the system,

clin pralilems, and arcnging things for me on e

teleplione with onside people tha we would have o wite ltiers
o

When | discussed this idea with my parners, they b
expressed the opit

that 1 had o hope of Ending somcon who
T was dtem

coud doal

e, cven though T knew that it
swould be very diffiuls especially since 1 had cor
4o that the prospective
candidate should have some husiness experience, proferably in

condiiors:

atached 10 it

sides the requiren,

mnufacturing, | alio wanied her to be middle aged. maried with
o ehildren, keen 10 work, and definizely not goad lonking, as | sill
hiad 1 wory about what Rechel would think shout he:

Alier having interviewed several candidsies, @ niddle-aged

an came iz e Boming Lo see me about the position, Sie was
very f and shen she walked, she rolled ke a barrel. She was not
o looking, but not ugly eitser. And she w

masricd and i 1o
few minutes, T canld feel Ut
she was the right person for the o, She was very bright and very

children. Having spoken to her for

keen and whatcver she d
I
Sl veas with 1 for many years, and ime has shown that she was

ot ko, she would learn very quickly
ccause sie was extremely percepiive | hired her sieight avay

exactly what [ had dreamt about. Finding Judy at the tme when |
needed her so much was 1«

iwer of pute good foriunc,
She had the key to the depanments that we locked ovemigh.
and she was the st one 1o arrive in the moming w open

nd s v

oy the bast o 10 leave, When she
g and suggested
Je imprevements, Because she was 3 woman, e gitls

everything up

walked around the factary she observed everyhi

nany vl

e
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1o, The lte children were siting, eight around  low square table
50 0n each side. and there was an open Hebress prager book
Iying in the middle of the tabie. They were learning t read the
aleph betfrom this book, the way they werc siting,
the ones siting in Front of the hook learned t read sirgh up, the
ones siting opposite learned it upside

hat | mean s,

¢n. and the ones siting
on the sides leamed it sideways, cither left or right, When 1 asked
the teacher why it was being done that way because i looked to e
W be very foolish and confusing, he explined 1o me tlut
Iy they conkd not afford (o buy any more than one book
per eight boys, 5o the children had 1o ke to read Hebrew thal
way. Bt he assured suc. every thiee smonths the ki change sides
el cventually ey learm (0 read Hebrens from any angle correcly,

upside down

i sidevvis.

Allthe Yemenites 1 saw there told me that they would love 10 g0
1o Palestine, 25 they all ad relatives there who were so much bereer
off than they were in Yemen. But they could ot get any permits to
Mashiach, We know now. of
course, that alier the establishment of the State of lsrael, the

Teave 50 they were st waiting for

Yemenite Jews were @l aitlifted within 2 short period. From my
experience, the Yemenites are the most clean, honess, fard
working people who mike no denands on anyone, and are fully
indcpendent

Qur nest stop was Karachi, Tndia. Tt was not a very interesting
place. All you could see was 1 ot of poverty and hordes of people
walking
ek wan

up and down some very run-down sircets. 1f 4 car or a
10 get trorgh, the driver had o blow his hom
continuously for the people who were filling up the sireet 1o make

1 passage for him. There was not & single ingpressive building or
any interesting sight, o we speat wost of our i aboard the ship,

s Then we went off

cven though we siayed in port for several d
10 Borrbay, and that was quie different
When we docked in Bombay, an Indian policeman was
positioned in fron of our door. He told us thar we were not
liowed 10 leave our cabin and that there would be a guard there

twenty-four hours a dy 10 make suze that we stayed insick. T could
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e, 50 we now hiad all the ehildren it us, fiom a distance of

o dlays Tying, This derpnsrted just how much diey adl Toved
their moher and how dedicated they were (© us. Al the hospital.
the doctor coneluded. after many sess, at there scemed to be o

danage done and

w Rachel could go home and renuin on

¢ a home with ail our

special medication. S0 we were now b
ehidren around s, selping o ke care of their mother and giving

us 4 wonderful Teeling of togethiemess, Aller & couple of weeks

ey went Tack to fsrael wirh Melinda and Yoraan, and Anntie
went home a few days afier that, and things looked sl right.
Afew ds ter the Pesach holidays were upon us As we were
mley
nd the holiday with
s we would

ot allowed 10 travel ver, we Fad a visitor fom el

and Reuy's oldest daugher - had come 1o spe

s, That was 4 wonderTul thanght bec we becn

e from the family, s for so
many years we were used 10 spending Pesach with the whole

very Tonely at Pesach e witkaut anyo

Family in Jerusalem, So this tine we ad had Melinds with us for
Pusim and now i for Pessch

A few days later, while

i was il with us, T was on my way 1o
the office when 1 received 2 call on my car phone from the
housckeeper. telling me thac Rachel ke collepsed
apparenty from anouher heae aack. Fortunately, | was sill very
close 10 the house, 50 1 wheeled around and rushed buck. W
called s aureTance so s Rachel could hive et s i
and she was taken hack to the hospital irrensive care unit. This
time they found that sore of Rachels arerics were fuly blocked
They recommend ed balloon
widening the arteries y air pressure, It could be pe

which means

treaument
e orly

afier 2 few days,

o this time Rachel st

ed w while longer i he
hospital, a5 she sill had 10 recover and be decked fit o be
relcased,
Wale Rache
bringing Shlomi with her. He was not yet two sca

» the “aspi

Bety arived fram lsracl
< old, but he was
 Shiomi stayed part
time with s and most of the time with Herry’s mother, Genia
sehose apament was ust scross the street fronours, OfF course, £

lovely company and 4 foy to Rachel. Bett

i
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W

The e muisphpache af s ity af o Pt i Jesalein
1904

fot o anything about it And anyway, after celebrarng, the deal

s
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sister. The brother's name was Shloma Porznik, and we hardly
cver s him, Tdont know what the season was,and Tdort evern

remember how prany clildhen he ad s be was not religous

i 1 hin's e was dlivoreed. B | don't thisk dhat

ings

wore valid enou
nd sisic
eatght up wits @ son o s naned Syt Potazak in Tel Avic

Some e in 1945 or 1946 far ane main resson: e was claiming

er inleritance ttn what was Iefl by Austie Tobale 10 all her
ephews. When Gocia Tobale died she I n ber will e

andred pands o cach nephew and viece, aed one tousid for

e b Lwas her Eavourite, But this was subject 10 exveryone’s

eeing and not causing 1ny problems, However, this was not the,

case becasse Symel and anotier cousin 1 forger ler nee) wlio
s the daghter o Mother's oldest sisier Sara Satadwainer. refused

ndl the threenee legal action. e of the agecuen,

e decision was that we take the 300 pounds o leave & As we had

o accunulined cipitl and we lved from day 10 day. he

pounds it we got give s enough cash or e 10 boy my ticket

Ausirali and for nry wile 0 pay e Fe out of Palestine.

Since that time, 1 hiave s seen o heard angthing abour synicha

Porsizaik. | inewy i s wieng, but we simply Jostimerest, OF course |

Tef Palesting and sert very F aay 10 Australia, but Moshe was
sl there, and |

 luave wied 10 comespond but semehow 1
Wt interestec. The same applics 1o anotber cous 1
Lus

Tel Aviv in 1947, [ was tiever serestedd o find et when we came

o s e before el

mentioned. Szdwainer. Fven thoug

biack 19 years later in 1966 s so niy o s since. She wou
marred when the War brole out, and | knew ber marrice name

s Cukier, Her lushand was ane of the fist volunteers in the

it army and b was sent 10 Greece, He was captured there by

e Germmans and survived s 1 prisoner of war wnil he came hck

1w

more friendly with aacther Brether of fers Iy
i We sl
10 et together o time o me, But ten in the suties of (939

Sazadwainer, who also lved in Tel Aviv in the e 193
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Jewish Boys from my unit worked in the headquartess next door to
the station, s0 we had a very gaod time 1ogether and lots of outings
10 the city. But T missedt Rachel a Jot because 1 was entited 10 1
longer leave only once every six months, Since she was now in
Tel-Aviv, Tiad to wait until the later par of the year before T could
get there. So we correspanded a lot, but hs time by mail and ot

by personsl couricr

e eated it} and my Jewish
pals o frout of a cafe i Port
Said. 1944

When we evenually got together in Seplember, we had o
wonderful tme with our Family and, of course, with Moshe and
Sumek. At that time Moshe had a gilfiend named Chaya, and we
all spent a ot of tine together. However, now tharl frink about i, |
cannor undesstand why Rachel and [ did not rent 4 horel room for
those six days that we were togerher, 1 sayed with my brothers on

Nachtmani Sireet and Reclel scayed with the Schreiers. where she.
warked. Somehow It never cecutred 1o s 1o sty together
someshere,

We were also a Tt cancerned about my future posing in the
amy becase | could sce that very shortly there would not e
piand aur unic would by sent off

enough work for us in T






index-436_1.jpg
Les Komas

bt we sill harl 10
s of my usiness

have no children or grandehildren in Ausie)
0 back and spend most of our tme there be
commitment, as T still had 0 run Kortex with Zrylek.

So saw all our childsen svere living i Jetusalem, Our I bud
tened ull cirele, having stancd offin lseel with our mariage, and

now back in Israel with a full lamily. This is what | meant carlcr
when | said that when Annete decided 1 go on that world trip
with her o gillriends in 1970, her decision ba an enommous
influerice on our lives, as it chuzged all our plans for our foiure.
Rachel and [ were very lucky that at least all our childzen had
decided 1o live i the same couaty because it could have
happencd, as it did with many families, thet one ciild could have
gone aff 10 the States, one could have decided 10 serte in England
and one could have gone 10 lsrzcl and we would have heen stuck
i Avsiralia, visiting €ach one from fime 10 fime, Or even if all the
children had decidedt 10 live in lsel, it could have happeaed that
onc chose Jerusalem, one decided 1o live in Haifa, and ane
prefemed Tel-Aviv. So even then we would not have seen all of
the all he time but we woukd have had visiting periods.

E] m(o:-wmm

The Kot uelcomsiogg comsiitee ot one of oir vsits o el
ot

caize
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in the case of a death or some suest tmgedy T erder o spek o
sormcore on e lephone, you had 10 g0 0 the post office and
Paok acall for a centeistpre with a delay: thez: he pary over there
b 10 their post offce at the
K 16 ech other. B

anyway. the Feldsteins would be of o help becaise there were

wasachised by messenger. They hud to

Plished by us and then we coukd s

time

airplazes. and 1 go by ship would ke almest o weeks, sub

1 an available conny

ction
Sowe called a tamily mecting and discussed the whole problen

becatise the situation in Radom was not s simple a5 i is sowedays.

I yow are a victin o robbesy. you report it 0 the police and wail
By listening 12 at the family meeting, 1 found out how complicaied

things were. Fint of all, the icves in Radom were

fully organized in ane group so i there was o competirion
wmong tiem. and they had u chosen Teader whos
Aviun ki

rganized |

rwhich means Abrahom e kizi). They were s well

it wien people went away for < cerain peried of fme

and left their heuse or thei- husiness unantendied, they were acv'sed
o small e they promise Fll securiy
niztion

0 repon 1o the g

supposse that nowardays vou would call ther s Mafia o,
happy with the

My perents wld me Ui everybody

wrangement, and these thieves were more reliable. ch

per, and
more trustworthy than emploging s wachan,

However, the Feldstcins had not wanted to spesd the mor

cause Fetter Mouel clained that his Iocis w
vy that no hurglar

s anangenier

top aueliry and his metal doos were so by

wonld be abie 10 onern ther, Fyen though the icves wited s few
swecl ot the Soreroom,

vears, they eventully ol in and ¢
ssion was that we should nou

Avthe

Iy meeting, U firs
use it would he 3 wasie of e g @ ight
would e upon, So whiat could
dlofler

inform the e beca
spoil ang

ments dhat

e o Well, Tre st thing was 10 approsch Avmun Kaiscrs

oy dal and see what woukl happen.
So Fetter Yankel got on to it e found Avum Kaiser and hegan

0 negotare with him. and they aeed on a cortain pagen. |

dont o bow mieh it was but [ semember that it s quite
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Tel-aviv, and we had both decided 1o foin the army for the same
reason. S0 we figuzed we must be very much alike and it was no.
wande we hadl been inferesed in et other o the first moment
we met,

Rachel sold e that when,afier ous fzst meeting she did not geta
e i sha |
was probably just nying to be sice but it did not sean anything,

leter fron: e for over o weeks, she thought, ju

However. now that we had gotten together  fese times, we seeined
10 enjoy heing together nd cach time we laked Forward
mevting again. 5o we decided from then on to meet only in Lsailia
at the ATS cluiy on our weekly dey oft. and expecially since |
discovered that they had something there that 1 hud been missing
for years ~ cla
ery harge record player and here was only ane record ing there:
Duorik's New World Symphony. When Lput it on, 1 enfoyed i 50
much that 1 decided 10 ply it
Tk

seally a pleasure 10 lisen t

sical wasic. I oae of the lounge rooms there was &

cry e we were there, Rachel

s well. There was never

o lse in that 100m, <0 it %33

T ddon't think that there was any other musical work that I have
heard as niany tmes as this symphony, and |sil ke it cpecially
ecause of the memories it brings back to me

From that time on, my li was so much brighter and more il of

Rachel and 1 fsmatiia
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Hashana 1937 and the otber holidays were approching, | did

fothing and 1 did ot know what o do, bt 1 could no: connue

dat way much longer, 50 | decided © 2o buck ‘o my Funily in
aclons for a few monihs holicay and make the decision about iy
wehile we were all together. But | would deflnitely not siey

thiere. Tt would only be for 4 visi
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there, nd then we walked with hin 1 his house for lanck: and 10
spend the aliersoan.

The atheriing of the Kuraan ciai ar Azabn Kormain's
tcente. boaded)

A few weeks aftor our atival, while we were there, we talked

about Fetter Avsalians's candle factory and how he was working oo

hre uying to do everything by himself. When 1asked if he would
et e 10 help ki part e, 17hak 53s very happy about .
e insisted thar 1 stan immediarely. So the nest day, on Sunday. 1
went 10 the factory, which was on Hagestier Steet an the first loor
beliind the raitway line going, throug? Allenby. T smanged 10 he
there momizgs only and have the afierroons and evenings frec. My
o was 0 warch she machines where the paraffin was icliing and
10 lielp pack and dispatch the fnished candles. Aurzingly. Feer

Avrabam e the machines ell by himsel. Titting 50 kg bags of
paatfin. | cauld not believe that & siort old man ke him cou'd do
it bt he was used 1. He woukd never et me even 1 10 1 them
for s that T wold ger a hemia. So flve days a week helpesd in
i the factory. and on Fridays [ weat around 1o the shops of his
customers colleating the money they owed hint for the weekly

delivinics,
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ik thet 1 should perhaps ask for a tensfer 10 some RTO's office
where | would fave something with more responsiblit
Itjust so happencd that afer s few weeks, 1 staned g

ting pains
belonw the stamach and  askecl 0 see an army dottor, Whes ©saw

id s he thangh:
might have a heria b he was noi sure, o be wanted e 10 g0

one 2 few days later, he examined me and

into an army Lospital for a check-up. The
a distance away, 50 1 packed up and took al my stall wih me
because Ll 10 be adhuited there ard we did nor know how long
Iwould hve to stay. In any eveni, | said goodbye t everybody

est hospital was quite

ld b selesed from the
asic for a transfer to another location for a wore

hospial, 1 wou
interesting job.

Whea Lgol 1 the hospial | had to wait for 2 few days before [
could sce 4 doctor. In addiion 0-all the sick and wounded soldiers
they were geting from the northern front, a ship bad just arived
ful of wounded partisans and frecdom fighters from Tilo's army in
Yugoslavia, a5 well 4s some wounded Germen prisoners.

On the thid day, whik | was waiting here in 1 luge room wit

sse my intention was that when [ wo

about twenty other people, an announcerment came o the radio
that the war in Furape was aver. The Germans had suendercd on
all the franrs andl the fighting had stopped everywhere. You can
imagine the happy reaction and the shonring of joy fror all those.
present in our oom, and of course it must

been te same all

aver Barope. The bad news was that the war was still going on
berween the Australians and Americans with Japan, but that was so
far avay. At least i Furope, he w

My st thought wes that now 1 should be zble to g0 back w0
Tel-viv very soon and be with Rachel again. | also thought that we
might he able 1o cstablish contact with my parents in Poland.

was overl

Everyone [el that soon we would al go bck 1o @ normal way of
lfe, something we had all missed For the st six years since the war
stated

The war muzy hesve been over but the pain below y stomach
continued. When sav: the doctor the next day

he confirmed that |
had 4 hermia and infortned me that T had 10 lave an opestion,
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were always fully booked

Well, mahe this was so. but 1 had f0 contiaue walking around
twwn untl 1 found something because 1 coukd not siecp on the
streer, and T was sure that somchow | woukd find 2 oom
someeherc. So | continued walking along; Bourke Streer. | got Lo
e comer of Elizabeth Sreet, where there wa
e general postoffice, with a tall tower and u lurge
elock w L side. Opposie the post office
was a charming four-sorey building, which appesred © be an
ol
that yes, they had just one room left that was still vacani. 1
regisiered umediatcly. They rold me that the room was o the
fourth floor, but that was all ight with me because it might have

an imposing old

building. I

four faces, onc 10 ¢

shioned small hotel. Twent in and 1 was 1ok, o my delight,

scenic view of the ciy. © told them tat 1 would go back 1o the
station and pick up my luggage, but irst | wanied 1 know where
the v
Sorry, we have no elev
But go and gel your s
they said

o was <0 1 could go up 10 the ram and have a look at it

ons iere. You have 10 walk up the st

itcases and we will belp you bring them vp

10 the soom.

1 agreed becuuse | was afzaid that | would probably ns find a

. and it was not so tercible for me 10 walk up.

100m anywhere cl
four Moo, 501 went back to the scation. got 11y luggage, and weat
ick to the hotel. As pronsised, they caried my suitcases up (e
four Mights for me. Whea 1 gat inco the room, which was que asge
I Saeer, al | could
crommous face of the dlock on the

and teat and Fad u big, window facing Rl
see through his window s
oppor
vight, s sehat the heck. who cares? | would probably be outall day

‘e side of the street, which covered up the whole view. Al

anyway, and at ight | could pull the curtzin accoss and somerimes
T could even eave it anen. Andl L would cettainly know what e
was all e ime, And angway | would sl have pleaty of oc
Lunpacke:
oo, T was readly 10 50 ot 2nd ook azound

d settled into the
e town [ wanted To
£ ot more shoutthe ity and find out whee the business disict
was and where the sesidential rcas were, Seezng as Melbouzne was
avery big ciry with hree nillion people, it wanld not be easy 10 o

o see the views of MeThoume,

Cxre
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Muher sh talf ensed e b S s ot o Palestive. 1936

1 Jeves had Lot Furope whes they should have, hefore 1939,
considering the threat of Nazism and the imminent outhreck of
e, there would have heen a million o7 maghe two, saved from the
Holocaust — taking im0 account it the najority of Polsh Jews
wonld ot have ohizined & e o eter another country and it

sy
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of Jewish custom in Poland s way pust v e DUt was
all browaht about by the war whict liad broke out in Furope i
1914 Our town, Recon, located in the cenire o Poland. had
chianged Bands many tines during the war between the Rissians
nd etreaing, and the Gernzans and
on the aer, With the situatian as it w3, s was i e
s bt mamage Hos ever. they becanse inpeiient
ficct in 1914, 2 fev months
Defore the amistice was signed o1 Novemher 1

on tie one side, advancing
Ausir
b thi
waiting far the war 16 ead nd got

I probaby woukd hase Dt more apropriaie o me 1o st my
scony with et ahout my grandyarers, but unfonunaicly |
Kew my grandfaters Decause they borh dicd beiore | was born
AT ko sbont e is what §was 10l 2 a cHile. Even so, T

cansot go back any fusher than my great grandparers

My greal granda
Moshe, was a cantor in the min siule 2 own and was very well
Known by the entire Jewish popilotion there. His wife's name w1
Deene and although |
190 century, 1 have 3 photo of them, They were kown (s
and By Deenc. To e thes
forerunners of the Ko iy anc, s ey had los of sozs and

er on my father's side, whose name was

were extremely eligions and lved n the

ehildren as Zeide Mosh ¢ he

Zetde Mosile Ghazan and finbiy Decie
Phes ietens i £300)

“re
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we toured atound Fngland and Scatland and we tok Guy anc
Simon with us 10 Australa, shile Tali and Acar went back hore
from London.

Lalso recall anoter memorabile hofiday. 1n 1956, we tock six of
vur grandeildren ~ Tali, Gy, Nowa, Adan. Siton and T = an

Rachel aid £ aboard sbip with Tat, Stnow aind Giey
Standig: Adin with e coid Cee Goodman 1959

A swoporer it Pt
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Wien Mother was ready 16 g buck, st knew she wis lasing

mein gaad hands s it | woitkd be anle o ok s s find

and where | would e 10 sudy. 3o when the P

ou whit
v i Jaffa for Mothers retue: tip. we ol wen 1o sce b off
e ey it e would s fer again the same e netycar, sl

e also keew thar | would be sertled b then,
There were valy two places of higaer education i el dhat 1

could cont

tait for eng

the University of [erusalem, and the Technion i

recring studies e only university i the country

Jesusaluan. and the valy covrses they had w offer

were humaities subects sucl &5 philosaphy, Jewish history, arts.

esure. et 1 you waed 1o e somaling practieal you
conkl sty architecture or builiing egncering a e Techiion.

it here were o courses for medicine or ke or business

nywhere o the country

But imespective of what | would decide o study, 1 had (6 find

some aceunation for e nest seven monihs before 1he school vear
started. When 1 oid Fetrer Motel 1hat | was going 10 lock fo-a job,
he s he could offer me one if 1 was interested. He was o builder

and an investor. He was building blocks of aparment

and renting

He never

them aut so he had 4 Lange income from (hose renia

hough: any esisting buildings b always budt them himself so tha

ctter quality and @ lower cost He employed

trade and ongnized it all himser

supervising the concreters, bricklayers. plumbers, electricians, et
Bt e o e e el that it was oo suchs for i o that e
was getting older, and he wanted (0 1each me everghing he knew
about builcing. He said 1
ndinly wih the fenting. 1 would of course e with Ui and b

Fevsd ke it v

would pay e 2 salary. This was very enticing, and Lagrecd sizsight

iy, At he e, e was i Lie stage where he was ahosc 1o lay te

foundations for a large biock of flas. with two enreances at
Iy
reasoned that doing this st of work snight lead 1o @ profission
connected with consimiction because 1 il had nor made up my
s 10 what | was goirg 1 do and what iy Tutore would |

Kalisher Street. and T could start the job imm
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could be. By le evening they all concluded hat there could be
Iy onc reason for her loss of speech. 4 tumour on
excrts pressure where the sy of speech is located. But of
s and did
12 couple of day

brain thal

course they could not be certin unel they took X-
Kinds of tests. and that would take at
veat back home tiat ight tiredd. worried, and confuscd. Eva

Kept the childrez at hier place unl 1 was able 0 mak
soume arrangements The next morning | hired a bousekeeper whe
swould mave in and take care of the house and the cooking. as wel
s Annette, The nusse for Stanley was also living in. 50 1 norw had
two livein people 10 help us. They would amange bween

themselves their days off, a5 1 had no idea how Jong Rachiel would
e away

il
s at all, Rachel was conseionss but she could nor speak. The.
It

gosd news, and they found rothing wrong anywhere. TiX

fiet fiw days [ spent ai the Bospital, and there was no

P

tests and the X rays showeel 1 was no wimour, which was

e injections of large doses of penicillin in case her condition was
e result of some infection, bt there was no ¢k
few days.

¢ for the next

Then, afier fwelve days, Rachel stared 1o say 4 few words. Alfisst
she spoke with dificulry and then 2 bit more easily. Withia 1 cay.
her sehole spes
again. We were all so happy about it beeause she secned © be

e back (0 her and she was alking nonally

completely tiomal anc healthy. But the doctors Uid pot agree. They
thought that it was 100 carly 1o say tha she was well,as the whole
pr

iolem seemed inexpliccble in the fist place. They wanred her o
iz in the Sospital and keep her under observation 1o make
sure that it did not recar, 1 did not mind. There was seally a0 reason

for Rachel 10 rush home because everything there was under
elping out very clliciently. and he
children had gotien used 1o e and were quite content. Tt more

conirol. The o women were

importantly, | wanted to be sure ihit whea Rechel did come back
o, this would noi happen to er again

They kept her in the hospital or 2
veleased, the seport sated that the cause of her medical condition

other mondh. When she was

-
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et respecive mothiers, Annetie and Bety, and we wenl o
Disneyland in Forida. Trat was  real treat for all of us, When
everyone b retumed home. Tali contzved with us (0 Auszali,
where she spent nearly @ year and went 1o school there, We.

purposcly landed in Sydney so tat we could show her aroun
taere hefore we went t0 Velbourme.

We could not take any of Melinda's children with us on any of
U ertises because tae food on the siip was nor Kosher, s we
ook the older of her children, Mazyan and Ori. for « holiday o th:
Hillon Hetel in Teb vy, And last year we took Melinda and her
two younger bos, Alon and Anrichai, with vs 07 2 1rip around
Switzerland where we stayed at kosher hotels. and we had @

wonderful rime 1ogerher.

Sowhenever we could, we tricd 1 enjoy oussclves logetier with
o childhen and grandehildren. One place lache: and | decided o
teavel w alone was Munich, where Fader and Shiamek Salzberg,
Pl spenta fer years after the War. We wared 0 sce where they

O 7o 1o Diswer Worid in Orfano, Horide 1956

Hived and visi the hose on 13 Hollandstrasse. 11 w5 going 0 be 5

short iy, but unfortunately something happenect whicls hedl never
oceued to us o any trip hefore

carrying our psspons and 2ll our cash in her handbag hecause it

hel abways insisicd on

e
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and dowss” as well Having Rabbi Keste:

e s our upstirs

neignhour, the stircase leading 10 oar fat was always il of

oing 10 see him. One of

people whe wese cither coming from o

e reasons they sent 10 see the Rabbi was for Dir Torah, which is

i abitsation hearing ta setle 4 dispuie wiffoul going 1o court

Religions people useed 1o do it all e e, ad they abways argued
o ey e s and i 0 the oo, Bsdhat was nothig
compared to fhe shouting tht took place when maried couples

went 16 e Rabbi for a divoree bearing, Hewe the s

consant arguing were nblievable

Of corse o Saturdays and on chagin people sed 1 g0 10 the

R
i e Rabbits house. [ often thought how steange it was it we.

b hiose for prayers becanise there was an organized sigan

who lived a1 7 Zesomskiego, wental e way © 20 Zeromsiiego
because we liked he Modzicer songs and the music of Keh

Varkele, while the Himpelfubs. for instance, who ved near there
walked 10 007 o
praging an Rabbi Kestenberg's

Gerting back 16 the two feale fielpers we had at home, one

silding, because they liked the more digniied

Jewish and one non-Jewish, & was much easier for us on Shablat
once e nonJewish girl came to work for us, We did not need the
carenaser of the building t come and trn the lights off for us on

Fricey gt anymore, The gl could wie the lights off i indvidal

oo wiiez: sequired, and on Shabbat she could light the aven and

1 the cooking pates on and off, which made things muclt more

venient
T renember one gi in partic
ald. On Pesach she refisse
it and she said ¢

1y ey

asked her why she did notwant 0 st didet

ik i, 1asked her ta try a sl piece and perbaps she would laam
0 line it b thes sheadimitted that she was not allowed to even
E

told e that a fews weks before, when she had

e it When 1assed her who tolkd bier e was not alfowed. she

gone ta chusei on

atvery soon the
Jews wonld celebrate Passover and that a: that time they eat
matzah. He ol then that Chestians are forbi

Sundlay morning, the s 10k the congreation

1o even tste i
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Our sz vaction was to monts g, o e fune to
caly September. We used 1o go with Mother and our cook 0 1
small foliday village abot hall an hour's i side vy W b

lot of horschold effeets azd clorhing sent Giere by horse-dran

cart. We had 10 take all that sl wits us because there were no

hotels or guest houses in this village. and the only way 10 spend the.

wvemonth holiday there was to sent 3 howse from 1 Farmer, who
would v out for this period of time and live in the suble, 1he
way 10 travel there was 16 get & public coact thorsedrnwni from
the cariage siand near our home is Radom and dive
ther o by train o this village, called Garbatka, and then ke o
drwn peasant’s cant 1o the larmbouse

e satior

o

e dexirese Jf) ith Mleshe cid Msber oa boiday i Gttt
1oz

Mother would g a couple of manhs prior o the hol.day
around Tor 2 suitzble house and haggle ahos: the rent and the

o ook

nuinier of weeks we would stay. The houses that Mother picked
were geneally very nice and clean, and we had & very good
Bolicay, running aronnd in the fields and the forests — something

e cauld never do i Radom, where we lved in o first floor flac that

minue walk fFom the public gizden
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h

ores will my samples, T found that aliorgh T had put on a
very small margics of profi, my price was nor muci cheaper than
Uhe regular supplirs were seling it for. To get into a store 0 sell 10
them as a new supplier, you cither had to be much cheaper or you
had o present somethisgg new and different. S0 1found ou th this
lime would ot work, and T sold it fust above the cost price o

Nommart's Correr Store and decided (0 get aut o that product But T
fearned 4 ot while trying 10 el t and presenting my merchandise

o the buyers, and shat experience was worth al the touble, even

tough 1 did nos get much out of it in financial proie

While offering the singlets fos sale, | 1lso went 10 Victoria Market
o show it 10 some sall vendars who sold those kinds of goods
somue of them 1 a5 told made quite 2 large tumover. Wiile i the

ke 1 mes one vendor whiose time was Motiel Korman. He was
from Radom and he remembered me becy

se he worked in his
pareats” shop selling, men's wear. L was in the s building as we
were. a7 Zeromskiego. He was eight years older than 1, but i
younger brother Kaddish went to cheder with me, Kaddish also
survived the Holocaust and was also in Melboume. Motiel had
arrived in Avstralia in 1946 and decided to have a stal in the marke:
uatil sometking better came along. He had come with his wife
Henia and their dauhter Mary, who was born toward the end of
the war and misaculously survived. T sold Motel some singlets at 2
cheap price and he advised e 0 get out of that line because there

was great compettion in that field and 1 myself could sce anyway.

at this was s0. But T had not tricd the cardigans yer, so 1 decided
10 inves

igate that line.

Firs 1 had to ger some woallen yarn. | knew a fen nils that sold.
yarn, s0 1 approachied the one by one and they all ssked for a
surcharge on the offcial price. or instance, the price of wool was
affically 11 shillings and sixpence per pound, but they all wanted
another five sillings per pound. When | ealculated the cost of the
yam plus the cost of making it op, [ found that 1 could do good
buusiness if | paic the Dasic price: for yarn: bt i 1 2k

od on the five
shillings, 1 would be oupriced and would mot be able o
compee.

e
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ringleadess who had seirred up trouble s 0 make themsehes feel

fore the majoniry of the workers got rid of those few Turkish

smportant, Onee they

were gone everybody was relieved and v

Happy 0 et baek (0 work

In the meantime, | was geting theeatening telephone calls at

home, <o 1 applied for an unlisied zumber Sinee g e, 1 lave

i had my e in The Melbasmne elephone book. This cpisode

awith e young Tusks was very upsetti

2 10l the workers s el

18 10 5, s we P shways bl he Best selaions possivle with all

he workers, fun that was upended by fex loud-outhed rabb

sousers. Very quiekly. however, things went bick o noral and it

I orgorren. cxcept that | did 20t want to employ suy wore
Turkish workers

Offcially we could not say that Because it would have been

reparded s discrinminarion, so [ could 20t inoduee the question of

nationality on the job apalication fom. But [ kad an idea. | put 2

question asking what lingrages the candicate spoke. I they weote
conn “Turkish,” then we ahways found a reason why the job was
et axailabie anymon

Here agein, with the constant kibour changeover. the Tutkish
workers cvennually 1 el jobs

and enwered o privie
husinesses. The s arivals on
Vierman

aext wave of immigration were

s refipees who were mwisly Chinese by origin 11 was

el so serange. Two years eatier when Lwould walk through the
Tactory, it was filled with Moslems and it Tooked ax if | were
somewaere in the Micelle

East. Now walking

rough the factory

the majority of the faces | saw were Chinese.

1 st conment

 nationaliry, they were the keenest and
st workers in cvery department, and they remained wits us
the lorgest. Tven ou office manager and accounts

was Chine

bt o't ik e was 3 Vietamese relugee hecanse he spoke
perlect bl While Morte! was stll worki
labour cha,
was happenin
factory. Then 1said 1o hiny fokingly, “Vou see. Mottel, you were

& with us and

ving on, Libought | would shew him what

12,50 Tasked hion (0 tal

walk with e through the

right in being wortied about the Chinese caming 10 Ausieilia and

caie





index-95_1.jpg
Tue srowy oF My L

and wealways did the Birkat Hewazon. aliough during the week

The same thing aplied 10 Satarday lunch, but then we hed one
o course. After the fish and before the soup, we always had

chopred liver, or naybe we staried with chopped liver..1 don't

quite remember aow. But one thing s swse - everyone was very
ired after lunch, and we all fud 10 have @ siesta. Mlihough e kids
ot up after a few inises of resing, ous pusents sl for at easta
couple of houss and fo no reason. inrespective of how importat i

s we were notallow

110 watke them up. vt of espet for therr:

nel s siest

o give hem a cluce  have thet once-a-wee

which gave then: enetgy Tor the restof the week. Then in the e

altemeon vither we ad visions or our parens wsed 10 g0
visiing

AU sigat we opencd up the shon agin, and it & not mater
finistied a1 s ercloc o at wine o'clock, we

whether Shabbat w
ays had cnstonmers waiting, F it was before 700 they waited at
the front door and i it was alier :00, ey stood at the hack door,
Although we ke the exact time for candle lighting on Fridky

night, when f came 10 opening time 01 Saurday night, we vsed o

ook out it e sky and wait until we saw thiee stars, which

nreant et Shabbat was offcia )

orerand we could poen e shop.
We could ot d this on 3 clouds or sy niglit so prahably then
we were directed by the offcal tne

Sundiay was s & cilenest day heczse alibough we kids wer
1o one Jesih seionis s on & noral week-day, the shop was 50z

allowed 0 be officially open. But of course na Jewish merchar

adfered o the rules hecanse athongh e daily closing fme was 7
b Fully closed
weall kne that 2 ot of neople lad tie for shopoing only afier

pmanc Sunday e Ch

an holidays shaps had o

heaurs sl on days whien ey didn't have 1 go 16 work, <0 of

course we could nos afford o lase those custorer

nd et them g0

menshere else. Tae police knew all this 1oo, and they pavolled
the strcets and bk enieances 0 he shops to ke sure hat the

stome awners ahided by the oy

1 remermber that shen | became asare of the closing time sl
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it all in one day anyway, so 1 bought a directory with maps and
plans so that | could
becanse there was 10 restaurant in the hotel
Tspentthe whole day in town and T eame back 10 the hotel in the
evening to settke down for the night. When 1 got 1o my mom, |
suddently heard thundescus hanging. I was so loud | thought the
furniture i the room was shaking Then some
playing so biaringly thet T hac: 0 cover my ears. When I switched
on the lights, T saw that it w2
across the: sireet. No wonder this room had sill been avaikibie,
Local people would kriow hat o expeet, and they would nor even
ke
peace for a: east an hour untl the clock boomed again at cleven
then atter midnight there would be only one bang o come in au
one o'clock, and 1 would probably be askeep by then. But what
warred me were the cleven deafening hongs yet to come in an
hour, and then the twclve 1 midnight. 1 did not know until a
quarter past ten that there was 4 bong every quarier hour followed
by a short tune, and then a longer melody every hour on the,
hour
Bat whe
501 did ot have any, but luckily there was 4 first aid kit in the
et cotton to plug my ears and
1o

it Talso tried 10 fin some restaurints

aned

all coming from the clock ower

for freet T was

n oclock and 1 thought L would have some.

could 1 da? 1 had never used sleeping lablets in my life

bathroom so | ook some abso:
swallowed four aspirns, whichs 1 hoped would help me
skeep. Somehow 1 did manage to fall asleep afier the midnight
concert” and 1did not walce up until early morning, The 1 ad
swat thinking about horw o gt out of there,

Ttwas o use trying o fiad another hotel, 50 what should 1 do?
nen | thought that the best thing would be 10 apply the idea that [
had in Singapore

md approach the Jewvish community. It was quite
simple. 1100k the telephone book and looked up what there was
under *J.* There were quite a few Jewish instiutions. T chose the
Jewish Welfare Organization and as it was o fur from: my hotel, 1
went there that morming and told them of my problem. 1 aslked
them ifthey knew of any amily that would want o rent a coom 1o
new arsival It looked ke | had gone to the right place because
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¢ way things e organized in Nelhane, Rachiel and |

time with oue chikiren and grandctikdrn in Tstacl, We weat
there e a year and someties cven theee
O the way there and on the way hack, Rachel and T used 1o
wvca holi

0 various countics, Whenever we conld, we wauld

teke a cruise. which | think i the best way 1o have a holiday.
especially if i is 4 modem saip. not w00 large, and owned by 4
firstrare company. We always vl with the Viking lin. I e,
d and setle i and avel for two
weeles. visiting a different port liost every day, and being al

such a plesure 10 get on ho

fully entertained o board in a Fiendly. lisurious. relased
smosphece

Trying now o recollect our trips. T find it hard to think of
spplies to all contients.
In the later years, when onr grandchildren were a bit older, we ook
afe

country hat we have ot isited. and i

mips with some of them a5 wel, and tha was cven more

eniayabe.
G
Hachshara, she decided 1o setile in lswcl,

ting hac now 1o 1979 when Melinda was in K

il she joined the

any in Nachel service and during
btz s natne was Shlomo Labuni, he was from Franee, and e

me she met 1 Loy on the

i
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communizy in Radons. The number of Jews in Radom was nearty

e same s i Melbourse, shout 35,000, wik 20000 Jews in Kielce,

sehich was s Lozt about 80k away. where v of osr cunts

ther familics lived
Soas stared before, 1929 wats @ bid yeur for two reasons. Firly

the news fron Palestine was very bad snd very upseiting and we

just il not ko s was goirg 1o happent there and what we
cauld doabnt it i addition (o that came the stock market crast in
America thet affected el the countiies of the world, OF course heing
al

could ke out fron rgading the newspapers. But apparently we

anly ten years old 1id ot undesstand souch about it excey

were leeling it - home. Allough or il and all onr reltives

cever made uny sock excange deals or imvested in shaes and

none of s had protebly cver herd about s a5 Tihink only people

Jiving in Warsiw would have lad any aceess 0 that o of

business, we sil] suffered from the sassive decline of

The Diepression, which bad scased in the United Sutes, spresd
Racom, W

oss of sales in “he shop, as fewer custorners

very uickly all over the world azd even resch

alficted s wis

were buyirg fewer goods due 10 inercasing Upemployment e

iy the discontinuation of any investment a

2 building activities. 11
i hard 10 undesstand how 3 stock exchange crash in New York
that would affect only speculuors, could bave e world-wide

efect at sueh a fapid £1¢ al a time when communication was sil
quite slow and prinsitive,

Butapprueauly it was 2 matter of a somre atmosphere, fear, and

sripping people and spreading so quickly all over the
wanld and causing, this enprecedented depression and lagge-scele
unemploymeat, T remenmber how ous parenis would discuss Gicis
problers and wony abour ot heing able 10 pay

suppliers
because of reduccd sales and how sve were al i a very had mood
hecause we did not know i we would be able © survive
fisancially. At that time our the
fthe fat we lived in, andl we lad only 3 small disply case near e

Srst tloor and o,

o was sill o

pe showing o few pieces of merchandise and aking fie

passershy o come up o the firs Roor for spevial hagains. To
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Bt s sl wih e British 1 Palestize, i was no wse talking. They

refised smigls out and we could not do anthing more ahou

i.

The prosicand from Vs, Stller was the greatest gift we coukd have
vecersed AtTens aow we knew that Mt ad arived Fome and

cnipommal even

bt the Sty was together and Ui life wa
- if Mother could travel o Radon

uncer the Nazis eci

there freely, then maybe the Gemun

Wi and walk aroun

s we though, Bt of corise thes was

ceupation v not s b
fut the beinsing, and anparerly they were jus: geting osganized

i, And ther in 1941 we receiv

@ Gy out their monstous p 4

notice Trough the fted Cross saying that everyone was all tight and

lress i Badon, shich was Peretza s

they mow hiad 1 new et

Bumber 3. Tha was fight i the Jewish ana, e old Dt of e
Feldsteins, which they stll kept enpty sizce they fel lor Palestiae
in e 19206, That sore also sad Uit e ived there wit

e, S0 thernwe realized thet whaterer we fud read in the papers

from thel

tho the fesws in all the Polish zowns being expelk

hered into soiall overcrowded ghetios

s comec, It happened o our Eamily and was probubly

ot el

hanpening 10 cversone in Radom. We e then

et e Redl Cross could e s means of comainication Tetween s

anc the Family wnder Gernran pecuption. $o now it we had
eceived this e, we immedinely replied wih ot inquirs
Hopinz to et an cavswer. Alst & year brer, i 1942, we did peta
veply saging tat everyhing was all il

T st syt oue B s prety i

ke, Reading the
i the

RSP, e WU Belling Worse sories erery day
tréament of e Jews i Poland anc ahout the Nz plans ta scle:
il <id ot
o

Alter the Feldsieins eme ek Trom Jerusalem, when the wory
the
Moo fas i the saene Pl Bt e realiad di e shoid move

e “Tewish problem. Although the zeally wrible

Filter though, & was had enougl o mske us fully depress

o bonibing Tel Ay was oxer, we costiaued 1o ive i s

i Becanse they could possibly rent i outand ger some

e was o il vty o on and s were Bl o get
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ying, “Wasser
He hadl just been

sallies ying on & strelcher. He was b

wasser.” swhich means water” in Gen:
1 approached

bauizht 5 and was desperate for a driak, bt wh

it s thit e wes Gennnan, | refssed 10 give him iy water
1 could

had done

ren thorsah it was perbaps innoral and g al 0l

o4t that tizne Relp @ German, remembering what ther
0 s Jews

“Teen, at st v nomming L was old thar | amsstquickly pack up
andl e Lor i, sorl of Fogata, whene 1 ceuld pick up a ship
st dhe sest dy 1o Alexandris, And thar's esactly what | did. 1
el 1 et a i 10 the road. which ensbled me 1o asive e

he ship ready 1o Teave the nest

me day, and | gor o
A7 that time there were o soldiers going fom Europe
1 whicks did not

w e
ok

very inpressive, but | did not suind s all because Twas so bappy o

Wil Bast, The ship was o sl oz ves

e going back home and being wgether with Rachel again. [kent
on informing her by mail about my sitwarian and how Texpected o
see her soon. |l mailed her a letter from B, loping that she

would get i

ore | arcived.

The voyage ok over o week becanse it was sl

ioned ship. but it did not beorher o hecse it was

ol
Freneh vesseland i bad a Frenelr cook, 5o the foad was very goo
or s there was a0 provision

Tuwas o hiappy 10 practice the.

e cabin with the: dio o

or passengens. And naturedien

French that 1 sl remenbered. s no one on board spoke @0y

Cnglish
When we armved in Alesandria | reponesl 1o the R.E. head office.

anlwastold 0 g0t the il ary hospital, From there 1 would e
sent 1o Palestine, Apparextly beciuse [ was dischanged for medical
seasons, 1 had 1 stay ix hosaitals wnril L was released. & couple of
das ater they ar  then
0ot o amy Fospital i Zichion Yakor. snd so | evertualy

e or me 10 g0 by train o Palesting

landect in Palestine to fislh off way wilory carees, Bven i
hey could prepae my

fsedl tachel as soon as ©aived, and 3 few

ital 1 bad 10 stay for 2 while so i

hos
dischurge papers. |
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Ko, we decided 10 meet thee every evening afier dinner and do
he work there

Four times a week from Monday to Thursday, alter | came home
and had something 10 ¢, Ractiel and 1 would go oves 10 Mone's
place and then, rogether with Mottel and Henia, we would work

until 11 pan sorting out the stockings. But it was worh e elfort

b more. we bad quite 1
ot of fun heing there <ogether and telling stories and matking fokes
all the time.

By now our business was established 1o 4 certain dugree. As wp

ause i w

s very profiabile ine, Wha

unil now we were drawing o
decided to dovble it and make it twenty pounds. This was ot
exeessive but it gave us a ch
save @ bit, anc we could also see har aur business was going 1o

alary of ten pounds  week eacli, we

10 cover all the expenses and 1o

arow il we gt ino additional Tines, Rachel und @ also decided that
o faznily should grow as well, s the tie b come when w
shoud plan to have a by e so many vears of waiting to be aile
asetded way of Ie,

08

However, before we were going t |
arrange a civil mariage ceremony so that Rachel
offically martied. We had 4 cenificare Fom the Rabbinate in
Tel-Aviv that we were marsicd i 1941, bt aow that Rachel was sill
Leh
went o the Reggstar for Bits, Marrkiges, and Deaths on Russe

 babics, we had 1o

nd | would he

a civil marriage. So we

on fer pasepe

we bl 10 regs

Street and a5 we aeedud 1o winesses, we fook Fatlier aned his
s with us.

So we afficislly became 8 and Mis. Les Korman, with
congratlations from the Regisicar but without any celebration or
wedding party. Now we could pien to legally increase onr Lamily
and have habics. Tn the meantinne, of course, 1 ad fo ges back o

work and drum up even more business
Twvent around 0 some of the acfes undervsear
1y o finel some rejects and elearing ines. 1 was able t get suiall

quantities from most of them. | also tried the men's undervear

anufacturers o

manutactuscrs, with a simila sk The problem was that they soled

werclzdise,

heir sceoncs  the stores who bought their reguls
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e s bl togetber again i Helborie, 1964

time,

especially 1 we three Proshers could be togerber all o

Moshe cane alane because, waforturately. lis wite Chiaya lud
passed
resling fram giving, Bih 10 their second daoghier. Daphra
Moshe brovght up the two gils all on his own, Some fifteen years
later he marsied & womn
the children togerher

Bielinda was growin
Kendergarien. B in 1965,
1 decide which school o enroll her in. Rachel and | made our
decisicn bused on something that happened a fe weeks befare
.

At Anneite's school, Firbark, which ako belanged 1o the 5t
Andsenss church in Brighton, the gils often organizes! parties at

away 2 few years before She died from complications

amed Salli, and ey wert on Lo rise

up fast and she was wiending o private

when she amed fve yeas old. we had

their homes on Saturday nights. They also invited some boys, and
as they were all

0 16 years old. this was 20 problen. The boys
were from Stnlev’s school. Trighton Grammar, Aenette had
siready had @ few paties 3t aur home, but it was girls only and
Rechel did ot mind that acall But now Annetic wanted to orgarice
a mixed party at our house for boys and gils on Saturday night
Rachel saic that she could not allow that because you never know
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0 you can see that I had a different appreciztion of the work |
was doing, by my youngest daughter about nventy-f
my utre wite though tha: | was a hard worker, when | was doing
e sume thing!

Back i Tgypt, 1 was getting bu
Farouk who would be passing through Abn Sultan, apparenty an
trip from Caira to Port aid.  he amy headguarters wanted bis fain

ears afier

organizing 4 welcome for King

o stop i Abu Sultan a
sation o weone the king. As the Egypiians would not be able 10
at the RTO 10 orzanize i. But
they specified that we. the ammy pesonnc, should be ivisble

have the whole local population be a the

arrange it they said it s up 10 u

becuse he king should not feel that there were any Torcign
soldiers in his couniry. The main problem was that the vilage
popultion were not inrerested i the king. Just as he did nor care
about thean, they di nor care about him, and they didn' even
enone

t e eisted

A frst 1 did not know what 10 do about it but then Thoug
phan. As 1 had some amy funds for odd workers and general
expendiures. T woukd suggest 10 the station master t send & few
people acound 1o al the villages and offer them one piaser for each
.
the

perso

whio would wen up for half an hour on that snomis
worked like: magie. We ld 4

few hundred people. tncluding
wives and caildeen of all the farmers around the anca. Whea they all
showed up, Ltold the

tion maser o el then e
do when the rin stopp

I they ad 1o

d and the king looked our the window
was 10 shout together i Licir ngage, “Long live the king”
taaince them for about ten minuics, and i all worked out pertectly
They were all bappy 1 be paid for i, d e fa King Fasook was
happy o be areeted by such a ousing

he

That was ahout the only exciting event we had ar th

fime

ecause the pilitary situation on the Egypian border had improved
a lo. e eighth ammy wader Monigomery had advanced and not
oy had the liberated the whole of Egypt, but they also occupicd
neighbouring Libya. Rommel was compleiely defeated and
althaugh there was no change on the Luropean frone. this was the
first mjor Neai German defiat. We were very happy about it

105 .
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stefi 1
e dags

As we were now completely free and

and have 3
there as a holiday while waiting for the ship 10 arrive, This was «

deided 1o teke Rachel and go of (o 1zl

dat

very good ides, ax we really cnjoyed vursclves there, We
e bay and the
imtains and with nothing 1o do bt talk abost aur Fature and
makce al Kindls of plars about how we would be together agair as
saon as possible

“Those few days we spent in Haifa weat by very quickly. The ship
boand it andl say gaodbye to Hachel. had been
laaking forward to tis ereat for so many years and 1 should have

a hotel on the Carmel, with the beautiful view of

aived und 11

been hapay and excied hat the e hed fnally srcved, Bur
ad, both Rachel and T were vory sad hecause we had to

poadbye 1o each other We were staing a period with an
Unknonwa future For both of s, but sith a feling of syeat hope. We
both cried and it ook us 1 while 10 serte dow,

The ship sailed in the afternoon. AT T could do was wave to my
wife from the deck of the ship sehile she walked away and returmed

b hesell 0 Tel-Aviv
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engaged was 1o surprise 10 s because we were geuing ready for i

for a long sime. T was a beautifal pany at the home of Beuy's

pasents. As the w

s peafect, we celebrated it indoors and in
the garden and it was s much nicer tha in a bl because
everyone el at Rome. Stanley and Beity had known each other for
afew years, and as e of fact, when used 10 g0 1o the affice
in the morning, T would drive B
and Stanley 1o the Uniy

10 the

Conseavatory of \ssic
sty Decaise it was o the way o
Teft Melbourre, she was also i the car
with us hecause she worked as 2 secretary in s eng

Brunswick. Belore Annet

ing fim in

the same ures.

We knew that it would aot b Jouy before we would be
attending our son's wedding. But we were 2 litle worried abour
Annette. She was sl unattached, eves though she was older than

@ was another happy celebration that year snd that was also
6 Stanley. But this was on & mare zusical nore. Brery y
the Austratien Broadeasting Comission (ABC) used 10 arganize 1
competivon far the v € of Viccoria it three felds--violin
piano, and voice. Even thongh Stanley was busy with lis sedlical

e s

sudies at the University, be decided to rake part in the piano
compettion and chose quite a dilficult pivee, Barok's Pano,
Coneerio Num

1 3. Tam proud 1o say that he came top in the siare
The computition was broadcast on the racio and on television, and
the winners in each of the three. categories gor o aublic

concent with the Melboume Symphony Oschestr. This was o

wonderful event, and it made s very happy.
Then 1973 came alon and the fime finally arived for Sanley

1 etey's wedding, on June 16. That was our happiest celebration

50 far, 2 far the first time we got © dance at our child's wedding.
What also made us tuppy was

hat & was ot ame of hose sl
overtone affairs, but it was @ tstefl, clegant celchration. The
coremony took place at the Great Synagogue, which was

beauifully dlecorated, and the reeeption was i a lo

overlooking the river. All our selatives carme from overseds
celebrte with us. Moshe and Salli arrived from Tsracl for the

o
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Carmel 1 e Hadar, do

10 the business and port area. It was

something et
it. Having cone Sont the flat infand town of Radom, and then flat
Telaviv, [

higgest attraction in el Aviv was the s because | nad never seen

mplezely new for e, and 1esoyed every mine of

was like a breath of fresh air. OF cousse for me the.

s with & beautiful beach like.

ane in Tel-Aviv except during

he voyage from Poland o Palesiine, but that was diferent because

e wene fust passing hrongh. There Tcould go 16 the beach, s and

rela. Lalso liked 1 g0 t Jafia hecause it was so different. There
were Arabs dressed in head st o red ebans and long galabias
andlsome in voluminous Arab pants. As Tmentioned before, when |

st arrived in Dalestin. everything was so peaceful and there were

no problems with Ambs aad you felt safe and secure

everywhere.

Howeer, two months akier my anival swouble siarted, The
pr asking the Tritish authorites o stop the aliyah. When there

the Arabs siarted terror aativties herever they

o problem, b you could not go 1o

oz for fear of being shar o sabbec. The same applied
02y Acib area a0 10 the roads beween towns, As 1 natier of
e ar least ance or twice 3 month there
i

+ public fner:

ugh Allenby Street of a Jew who had been liled in Jafia or on

g bur
we 100k it as he price we ha 1o pay for the esablishing of 4 fewish

the border betwcen Jatla and Tel-Aviv, T

st

s cferent on 1aifa because the Arabs the
it they would have 10 ive with the fews. Thewe were o eabs on
he Carme! or on the Hacar, and going 10 the port area was it

caccepied the fact

safe even though there were many Arabs living and working
there,

A few days aficr my acrival in Haila, el and |

classes st

e very busy. Gerain subjects like drnwing and cesigning |
liked very musch, bt otber

tike mich and geometry 1 ound very
difficult © follow. The level they commenced at was Gt wore
achvanced than what 1 had learned in Racom. and things thar were
quite dlear 10 a1l those students who hadl st the right type of
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Epwerth Hospital where Aancie and Stanley were hom; we went
0 Verey Haspial We could not get our beloved raom number 15,
e were giver 1 vy presentable room-with & cross and the
Virgin May and baby Jesus above the bed. This was @ Catholic
hospital, srhere all the aurses were nuns, and for some rea

was very popular with the Jewish community in Melbourne.

As it was already e cuening by the time we arived at the
nospital, 1 asked Rachel if she could make an effor o delay the
bbbl unl 2feer midnight so ikt i would rake place in the.
s year, IF it was o girl she would always be 4 vear younger
e Our
swewt Melinds was bom a1 twenty minuies past midnight on
January 1, 1960, Her birth was c
hospital farthe new veear 1 later found pur that i she he
len i

Decause of those e houss, And that's the weay it hag

fehrated as 1he fist one in the
been borm

s enrlier. she would liave been te first haby born in the
i she would have received a silver
bl

ss, even thougl our e it was 20 bom with i siver

state of Victaria that year g

oo from Queen Hizst

Noneelk
spoon in her mouth, we were all very happy that she was well and
healday. Dr. Lowenthal assured s fhat Rachels pre
giving hirth

ancy and

have 2o adverse effect on her healih and that

cverything would he all sight. And so it was, Anneie and Stanley
o deighed w
et they would not leave her aons |

the new baby when we brong
4 sminute As Anner
airost ten vears old and Stanley was eight, it was very exciting for

them to have a lizle haby siser
The anly sad thisg a1 Uhat time w2
away about two weeks belore Meling

my fatler bud passed

it and we il couldnox
quite et over it Bt it s o he expected. We all knew that
Because of his incurable cancer, he would pass vy any day. He
was a st celeasedd o all the suffesing he had uncergone i s
final wecks

W were also having @ ot of probleus at the factory with various

hingey and a lack of good mechanics 0 get everything 10 rn
properly. B time was going by and things were tmproving
slowly
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o 10 sce there, bur we did ot know how fong we would have o
seay there, and the aies t the hotel were too high for us o stay any
Jonger than a couple of days. $0 we wen to look for a hotel in the
e hoe for local peaple
where the price was very low and we could easily afford it I was

Chinese quarter of the ciry. We Foun

quite neas and clean because the Chinese people are clean by
fuwre, Bt 1sill did nt know what 10 do 10 ultimately get ovt of
Singapo
quite hopeless

nd cantinue 1o Ausiralia becavse the siation looked

Then [ suddenly had a brainsave, There must be some Jewish
people living in Singapare. Mayhe | conld contact thern and ask for
ook and started to look for
some Jewich names but could not find any. Then o my delight,

some advice. So 1 0ok a telephone

s that there was u synagopue. | friec to call the nunber but there
s o answer, A Friday night
and go there and meet some people. Well, that was only o days
dered around 2 bit in the meantine and ot
Know Singapore, both the Chinese and the Furopean pan, We were
and the orderly way of e, with

ently [ would have to wail un

very fmpressed oy the dleanline:

o homeless people and o bet
Althe shuteon Friday night there were very few people, but that
was cnough for me, 2 all 1 wanted was some informatior

Everyone was very frieadly 1o us and very interested in our
stuation. However, no on could hielp s excep 1o say that if we
stonkl heve trouble staying in Singapore for 2 longer fme. they
would willngly elp us with some private accommodation. But
e man told me tuat the leader of the sl Jewish conmunity
these was a M
suggested bt 1 conac him

arshall, who in Fct owned a shipping agency. He
d he gave e his husiress

address.

My friend said 10 me thar this would probably he a waske of e
hecatise we had scen so many agents and nane of them had ang
information sstlia. Sa he preferred o
acceptthe offer 0 move in with a Jewish

s relatives arranged something for him fron: b

sout any ships going to

sy and stay there unil
ne. And that
is wha e did, We siid goodhye 10 each other and 1 siayed
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Thizgs were moving very slowly, but it cosl
because we were establishing 3 large production sysrem and we
were starting from scratch. Getung the building was the firs sicp,

lernized and suitable for procuction purposcs.

but it had > be me

Then it hadl 0 be dividedd nto various depariments. We needed o

office for admititration

present aance and & suilable

d sales. Production would start from the kniting room, which

had to be fully air conditioned because the temperature and
e very fine yam

humidity must b constantly the same, othervis
would bircak ail the time. Then we needed  roo: Tor overlocking

the wes because the hosiery comes out of the cireular machines in

acircular shpe, like tubes, Tz we needed 2 dyehouse for dycing

the hosiery various ¢

fours, anc: then they bad 1 e pressed into
shiape. We also required spece for sorting ou te colours and sizes.
and s packing reom for indwidually puckaging cach pir. And last
o all we needed a warehouse to keep the stock and 1 dispach. In
ackliion 10 al that, we had 1 e space o keen the rase materials
s well s dizing rooms for the personnel ta

have their morning tea and lunchis and diners.

like yarn and dyest

Zeylek told me Uit we would have to work Tn the Sniting
day in three shifts, seven days & weck, sohat the
¢ done for two reasons

section 24 hours

machines would never siop. This adl 1o

One reason was 10 muinain the temperare and humidity

constantly so that there were no probles with the yarm as Uiere

wanld b if we closed in the evening and opencd in the moreing,

Secondly, by prodscing for 24 haurs a day seven days a weck, our

costs sl come down enormously because we would be cuting

i the overhead costs of managenent. sdminisiation, fer, and
e productviy figure.
S0 we bosght the building anl we renovated it 10d
for the kait
pressing machines 1o amve, I the veanine, we
we were very busy

sales by dividing them over o

ved i for
dyeing, and

our purposes. Then we

terviewing staff for all sections. S0 aho

e would not see any zesults or profis far a long tme. But & did
ot aatter because it was all for a sound
was worth waiting for | mosl say it w

nd sl purpose and i

Il very exeuing oo
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10 50 10 Queenstand i July, where the weatier was Tike @ ikl
summer in the low tenies. In those days there were two plices to
0. One was Hayman Isnd. off e coast near the Barrier Reet,
whee there
The cther was Surfers’ Pasadise, sout of Brishanc, which ad one
of the st beanaiful heaches in the warld

s just ore hotel and yon wece completely solated.

his is ow dhe st populae winter oliday vesort in Ausialia,
Jiday homes there. it
d casinos. But
this was ot the case in thee 1950 unil our cousin Stanley Korman
01 0n 10 it after he saw the potentil for developing this

s v already mentioned, Stanley Korman was a man with an
enommoss sense of vision, who could see things that no one wou'd
think ol He sarted off St Kilda Road in Melbourne which, tharks
to.hirt, became the most inpostant steeet i the whole ciry. So
when he visited Surfins’ Paredlise o7 a winter holiday, he saw its
potential a2 popular resort and he staried 10 develop it by
Puilding 4 large hotel called the Chevron and large areas of homes
and apanments, When it was publicized, all the big developers
satedt ta follow sut, and by now it is the largest holiday resort i

and mamy Melhourne people Fave hought &

is avery lashionable place. with many large hotels

"

L =,
el and bis wife, Lester, i Surors Paradise o purk navid for
Stader Korusan. 1997
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enagh detatls 10 e bl o waile about it But | e been ashed 1
el the story of my lite. shich i ot s deamatee because [did not

20 throvgh any of those horrible expuriences. so would i be

exciting enough 10 make it e wondered 1 was very
doubiful,
However. the more [ thought about 1, the more | fell tha

perhaps my lfe story was inieresting beeasse of e difesent
periods | wens through. I et 1 hid 1o start mry e over again four
differen times! The st period was whee | was bom and grew up

iz: Radom, Poland, in ar e that s now long gone and forgotien
Then [ went o Palestine and matured there (and in Egypty during
e periond of 1 world war. which Fapefully will ot happ,

The third stan was when 1 cnigrated 1o Australia and encouniered

many probléms andl complications w1 successiuly esiablished
And

and raised @ family over a pericel of fony seven yea

mys
iy fourth nexs heginning was when we seatled i Jerusi'em where
ogerher wath all our

we could enjoy the kst stage of aur i

children ad grandehildre
So 1 decided that yes, | would write the story of my lite a3
Melinda bad requesied. [ started it it then in 1969 by witing
fews pages here and there, mainly when we were vistisg Trael,
imes when we were

ey rom the business in Australia. and somel
st 10ty the point in my

ona cruise. But it ook me seve y
story when T was ten years old. At that ste, Twoukd never finish it
Bt when we sold anr biisiness inicrests 5 Ausiralia . by e
middle of 1996 shen we had cleared up al the accounts,  became
fuly retired and was free (o get on with writing a few pages every
day. So Lreally hope that you will all enjoy the Ashed product, 1
would fike 1o thank my editor, Ruth Beloff-Begun, for her able
assistarice and sincere dedication in this extensive project.

1 the way, everybody knows me as “Sabix Les.” hut my same
in Poland, il 1 lef for Palestine, was Lousek. My younger brother
was Monick and my youngest brother was Sumck. | shartened 1y
naine from Lonsek 0 Les when [ went to Ausiralia, Bu: my vornger
Brother was upset abour his name when he was sell @ litle boy
Whenever hie went et a haireur, the barber woud call his
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and bricklayers - so f was a0t 100 hard 10 learn how 1o

g & and onganize it and o ensure that allthe deliverics came
o tinne 50 (e Fa materials were there and thas il the worlers
wrned wp e they sere suppased 10 and work accordng to the
plas, 1 Janed how 10 read bukling plans, o understand the

fayont. 10 supervise the workers, 10 pay their wages, and © pay for

the o matrials. The contraciors worked on s comptssion busis

and nat a fived price contract because Fefter Mottel ihways knew
(o 1o gt the lowest cost possible

Ve bard at wark butding 1)

The Fact that | ke Hebrew also helped me a lot, Fecter Mortel
ncver leamed any Hebrow and he spoke only Yidish, but | gl on
buiter than he did because of Tebrew. alihough | had to spealc
iddist o some of the workers who were recent immgants fron
T
all awocks it ewish workers), especially in Tel-Aviv

b workers ar all,ard it was

pe. At that time there were o 4

ervihing very quickly. 1 supervised the
comsuuction work and G the bookkeeping, and eversbody
arund e was very happy. Part of my job was alsa o sweep he
foorpath exery ay e work 0 hat there wonld be no complainis

1 picked up
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ald Stanley Korman buiding, Stnhill, on Queen's foad 1t was
perfect. We had air conditioning and heating and bilconies anc
open windows and a beautful view of the cricket grounds and the
goll course and the ke and we were just o St Kilda Roud. We
could ot bave asked for anything better. S0 we furmished it not ik
an office but like a den and lving room and creted u very relasing
aumnosphere. We were also very happy that Colin Lilley, who had
lelt Kortex and was news rerired, joined up wil us ageia, and we
ook on W wamen 1 do the office work. We established our
Bours front 100, 0.4 p.nn, and that was enough to s the office
efficiently

By chis time. Rachel and [ kad moved fom our hovse in
hiighton, waere we hud Iived for the past fwenty years, 1o an
apartient in Toorak that we had purchased when the building was

sl dhe Blueprin stage so we could help the achitect plan it
i 10 aur wishes. We did nor need a hause angmore. as
now ther were anly the two of s, 1t was & sall wwo-storey comer
building with paly six apartien's. Ours was on the top Hlour and
we could walk wp 0 a rooltop garlen that was as large as ou
whole apartent. So aihough we lived in an apanment, e conld
enivy & spacions privite garden and have outdous burbcucs.
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vead a Tot, 1 remeniber how 1 used 1o chear when the lightseou

order w 2 10 pan, indd we were nat allovwed 1o red any

ought myself a flashlight. At night 1wl pull the quilt
over my head and, wnnoriced by anvone. T would read under the

ater. So |

covers by flashlighr
As s, Tdon't really know Bow | startedl pla

2 Usic exeept
hat L suze i was Mo

widea; Tt ] ds know why my parcnts
hose the violia for me and not 4 piaso or a ccllo, The reason is thet
hey didn't
in el for a piano or any other bige instrument 15 the shop.

e 10 huy a violin, hesides whick there was o roon:

amang other things, we soicl violizs and guitars and al g

s 10 pick ore up from the shap. Guitrs were auailable
only in full size, but we lud violias in 14, 172, snd 31 sz, S0 |
stanied off with a 374 size and by the tine | was Bar-Mitzvah, niy
parcts Bought e sl size violin n Warsow o o Mr

Zuckerthan who mace them by hand. No Factory-made violn for

et sl have this violir and | even play & somiznes. I¢ has
tvelled from Poland o Palestine and then 0 Australia ad ek 10
vl

Thasks © the siolin and music Lo

ons, 4 whale new workd
pencd up for e I was somerhing that «
complete’

my sckaal friencls
ot on. noticed hat very clearly s the oty
of rends and in the fony

iy whamor on

played in
instrument hur also

o musie, That was
sudio. Although | was only cigt or
hways fistened to the Fricy et Phillsmuonic

ecasse sy parents bougdt

nine i the tane 1
concerts from Warsaw and enjoyed immensely all the pian and
violin coneentos and any oher compositions. cven il chere was
some senodemn music, sthaugh 1 was ot aceepled 10 play
really modern or contenporary music. But | even enjoyed -he cadly

isth-cemury Polish conposer Seyinanovsi, and | will never forget

the warch fiam the opera The Three Oringes by Prokaficr. 1 was

ke & new discovery for me, and i made all e exur tine that i

dedicated 1o usic wonhhi

Who ebe knew anything about Teeloven or Mozan, Haydn,
Haelel o Bleacelsobn or Schubert And not enly did 1 know
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and lutkes, and distributing Chanukah gelt, B o few weeks laer
on February 1, 1994, we had tie most pivecal party of our lives 1
was Rachel and my Bitieth, o as they call it “golden” wedding
anniversary, which was combined with my seventy-Aih binhdy
To reuch thse milestones s @ fremendons achievement in il
and we were delighed 1o be fortunate epuigh to have our whole
Fomily with us. as well as my anly renmacning brother i Rechel's

e the. chugpas i, i s e it b8 e, i e
Chitdon and thtr sprses. 1954

st
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[ watched the prcecdings ane evening and i 0

e sight. One proup wi

cay i fanker down the

) they al urinsed and

i sat down on the edge of it 4

cand

delecated, heir by functons of the day. beciuse e was ne
el i e honuses and you could ot do itin the coser becase
Uere s s water 5 wasts yoursell” A bit closer was @ group of

women doing theie andy and washing it quie wel because
i clothes were white and i geners! looked very clean

A it of s diiance sova from them was anctber group of women

e

seashing their pors and dishes o prepaue for o meal. The

' going into the canal 10 frave a bath and o was

emselves When ol the e were fnished and dey. they san down

on the shore and 1ok heir selabias and suned picizg fie from
them. (s was quice a leagghy fob because they were all nfested

Aever sy women dong i 5o | suppose that e men muss have

worked on the women's calies s well, Thes o b ficlier oy

wis & proup of young girs Fling up thei birge canthenwace jugs

camal. sometione his drink o water

with lr nking water from the
o which peopie were shitting uzd pocing ard washing diny

distes and clorhes, i not seem 1o Rarm anghedy. Maybe they

ven Lked the e of it
T
ased 1 go there quite olien with © few friends and waielt them

bt o those assivitios i it villge was so niercsting dhat |

from the top of e Dill, When all his was frishe
serting and everyone was hrrying hore w0 et there before dark

becanse the houses bad ne Tights atall except the moonlieht when

“he woon was aun, a fis people sayead back o watcr the Filds.

This was o i very clever way. Al e fields were shon 21 e
selon the feved ofthe camsi, and alongsid e caral weve oo
B Keeping the weres fionn spilling, About every ten sictres
there was o cut i she bowrds running alongside e fekds. &
horizontal isrd of abon 20 con contd e pulled up wilh @ andle
and water staed ccning out Ton: the ! looding the fields
s all the el wore flly under water, e e wait g there

prushed the locking beds back and the fiekls were soubed )
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dags off. Although 1 was essentielly there all alone, 1 neves lelt
lonely because of the thiee fiends from my unit who were with me
and all the Talians aros

“The meals we had there were trly the best Thad eaten since Left
Radom. A5 | had never tsted that hind of speghets o ravioli or
risotto or 0350 hucca and so many other different 1vpes of lalian
food, 1 felt ealy fonnare 1o hiave been assigned o my position
Wheneveran officer came from headquaness for an inspection or
that e would buve

comsultagion, there was st one who did not 51
liked 1o change places with me,

B all

things must come 10 an end, and anphow the war

liad lasted Tong enough, The fighting in sorthern Taly. which was

concentraicd in Ancoms, was nearly over and there was 1o more

aved 0 5

Nassisi 1nd 0 8010 2 town more northeast ca
rers.

my orders a leae
el Foggia, where T

troops thas way. So 1 reced

s 10 report  headk

When Larsived there, they could not find an KTO job for me. 50 1
was asigned 0 a wallic contrl office at the general headguriers
Then | was given an acdress 10 go to, It was the flat of an halian
Sumily where 1 was 10 live in a room with anorher secgeant. The
i
east one 6w cooms for Bt milfary men to live in

amangement.

fime was that the loc

alians ad o allocate ot

“The address wes not very far from the office 1 would be working

in, bhut when | got there [ was surprised to find a block of flas that

bad heen kit by a bomb. One comer of the sireure was
untouched, bt he rest was i ruins, 1 Iooked very sirange. But the
Aat that © was sent 10, which weas an the second floos, was all £ght
“There was only 4 young couple living there, in addition to the
saldier seith whom | was going 10 share 1 room. [ was received
quite warmly, and 1 sedled in. All the meals were w be served by
e owars of the flat

My only problem was that 1 did not ke the routine work [had 10
dain the office, since | was wsed 0 doing much more inferesting
work for the past bwo years in 4

the Tocations thet 1 had been
stationed i Although Toggia was 4 much larger town than

Taranto, it was nat a place with any special characier and  dida’t
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thousands of discharged soldiers got hack. And 1 did nor ever
knows how long 3 would have taken 1o be discharged through the
regatlar channcls. Later | found out that some boys from my unit

e home eight months ler. Some rewraed as e o 4 wholo

In the meantime, 1 bec

me an assistant medical nuzse. T bad 10
weara whie cket and wheel patints ino the operating room and
aut, take the peopic tht were recovering 1o the doctor for

treatmen, and supply medicine on time. This job was not 100 bad

and sometimes it was acuwally quite iteresting.

1 will never forget one case of a Welsh sergeant who was badly
wourded, with shrapnel in both lews He was operited on
successtully and healed perfctly, except that e could not walk
ceptthis because there was 1o darage
10 the nerves or any miscles and they did not kaow what 1o do
il i et 20 hand him over 10 2 psyehiairist. Twas the one o
wicel him 1o the psychiarrisi. The doctor was an Anglo-Indian
which means he had mixed parentage of Tndian and English. | was
asked to stay on during the session. Firt of all. the dostor
hyprocized the Welshman, Then he asked bim to slowly get offthe
K around while 5 helped Bim. Then

The surgeons could not

clir. Then 0 start 1o
without any suppent at all. And anuzingly the sergant did
everything perfecily. 1t was just unbelicvable! But when e doctor
put i back into the chiie and wake him up from his hypnoric

wate and asked him 10 stand up, the pun conld not do it ¢ all
Howerer & few sessions the sezgeant staed 10 move
around on cruiches and then with a cane. e was unbelicvably

cured by hyprosis.

There were o few orher interesting cases and somehow weeks
aingg by, but 1 stll did not hear anything about any vacancics
. 1 clid non feel 100 bud abaut it hecause 1 could see that |

on a
swas helping peonle 10 recover and get pur of the hospital. and that
nsefil, ixeept in the instinces whea [ had to assist

Trefused 10 help them and

made e fes

German prisorers that were wannde
alvays asked someanc 10 repiace me. 1 will neve

Hing o cortdor and there was a wounded

orgel how one

moring 1w
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ncrally this was 0L husy year, except in Russia where
e was intense fighting, with e invading Germans. I
was mainly quict o al other fronts, and the war i Norl

Aftica was nearly over, with a full German defeat and withcrawal

On a more pemonal font, T was missing Rachel more snd more
wher we were nort gether so thatwhen Thad even a half day fiee,
which was mainly ahiemoons, Twould go to Geneifa and spend an
evening there with her and ten come back by army L at nigh,

Rechel was abwaays surprised that 1 would i

50 far just 50 thar

we could spend @ few hours together, so 1 decided that the tire
had

eome 10 propose fo lier
“The following Suaday when we had met in L, wee wert toa
nd 1 told R her. *Lwil
noeven st until e war is over,” 1 said, Bt there is one
condition 1}
air and constant perspiration. | must insist 17 when e aets buck

lovely garden el that [ wanted 0 1

tw make, Because 1 cann

stand humidity in the

o nomal, we will leave Tel-Aviv and sertle in 4 courary with «
spenta few yeass in Tel Aviv, 1 found
the elimace there in summer unbearable, And since Jerusalem was
cur off milias with the clintie
there and did ot know that it wis much cooler than Tel Aviv, e

ooler clmate.” Affer bavin

sause of acts of terror, | was not

TRt as i may, dhat was my ducsion and sy conditions for our
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Lact, e ate 19805 here

manufaciusing any more, s 3 maties

were enomuous problens in el e 160 and s mvestars

bt arge aind sl wens ke The reason o this downiuen was

it i the 19505 there was a1 enormous building boom in

Australia, especially in office lacks, large shapping centres, and
e
well-establishd build:ng s dow o small prvite mvestors. Bt

er commezial wnits, Bresybody g0 on it fom &

somehiow every one of them secmed to b blinded 1 the Fact i

you borrons mones at e going e of 12510 L and you invest i
ina building whicl whe completed will eng you an income of 9

0 10%, you are boud to run short of eash afer s very stort e

But their tionale was it since the prices of buildings were it

wp all he e, you would ke

ange profi when you sokd it and

that woukd cover all the deficiencies. Tuen reputable. well

established accouniuzs followed this line of thinking and did nat

ty 10 discourage their clcuts from going wild
The end of it was har alier four gears there wese oo ey
offices, s many sEopping centres. 100 iy Gtorics, 32 100

many stores, butthere were no ternts for any of then:. S naurally

all the builders went broke, and the banks that had lent them

money were now stuck with the propertes, which they tied 10 sell
fur Fall ke price, but there were stll no buyers wvailable with

gh moncy
of

Even now, aliost vight years ke, there is sl sucli s exces

vacant offices in Melhoure that i you can find 4 tenant, you luve:

1o give hims the premises rent frec for the first year and you s

fully fumish e offics to the twnans reguirements, And all those.

builders and investors tha went broke Fave sl not secovered fon
this shock.

the

ny have even lost their privaie residences
seherewithial © start anything new

Zaylek and 14id not gt camied away i this widespread boam

We never forgt simple asithietic and even without asking an

Kenene tha v s o el o, and that four
s v puts you e dieficit. So we carsed on slowly in our feld
ed money ar an

of e emahes and never hom

g i s

mieres e higher thin the imcome. Even shen the inierest rae
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resr of the convoy there was & British aroured vaa. The one ar the

fFront had & very Targe sicel plate in front of the wheels (o sweep

e,

away any land mires that were put on th

Al this was never foolprool b
Jeru
shoaring from both sides and very often ther were casualties when
the comoy stopped for the soldiers to shoot bick. These incidents

se ar the approach 1o

always some

lem. Letween the mountains, there

aiky. The wouble the Britich had with the Jews

oceusted alnost
and the Avabs really drove them crazy because it was no longer
wanine; on the contzary, it Wi supposed to be o pe
an cerain the Britsh did rot ave such trouble in other couatries
or colonies they were stationed in.

ceful period

1 said before. e formunziely bad o personsl involvement in
any of those events exeept for the inconvertience somctines of the
impo an of lfe in
Palestine. hoping i
nobody knew how |
Tt but it probably would have been worse i they left us alor

curfews, but everybady accepted all this as

tone day

135 would serle down, althongn

at would happen. 1L was 1o good with the

and all the Acibs would attack us. S0 we really could not see any.
Solution, and all we could i was eritcize the people on the left or
e ones o the right. Tthink Rachel was the only person L ever met
wha blamed Moshe Rabenu for all that wouble. As she said so
many times, It zook Moshe Rabeing forty yeass © get s here. Why
didn't he take another fory years and get us up futher o
Switzerhind or unywhere around there where there are 10 Atibs
and we woulkd have a peaceful lfc

This s true, but we were stuck
time about leaving, but T could nar even make up my mind about
where T wanied 10 g0 beca
conditions is the couniry | wanted o serle in but more mportanty
1 had ta take ino secount he climase hecause 1 did not want  go

ere and 1 was thinking all the

se 1 had 1o consider not only the

o any comntry where | might have sumsners like those in Tel aviv.

501 had 10 star thinking serionsly ahout where [ waned © five.

Teut Europe oct of my plans altogether. 1 had had enovgh - tsvo
world wars in thirty years and all e other trouble between the
nations there. T thought thal Nortlt America was not so remore from
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peraps was o ticer than Melbourne, but the bayside areas and
the views from most of the subbs v
v city 100 and it has some beautiful boulevards and
arcens and parks, but it 5 all Flat and there is ao particular

e really wnique. elbonme

s very a
avely
autstanding view

When | retumed hone | fornd 2 letter from Rachel with the ool

news that Shiame had arsanged the required documenss for ber
and she was now offcialy Miss Rachel Lelmar. As soon as she got
4 permii 0 80 10 Ausirla

the meantine,she had taken on 4 b at the Musich Jowish Welfare
office i the secton that helps 0
Holocaust survivors o the USA and Gana o
Ausizlin. So acualy Hachel dit
Jookea very promising for borh of us. The tine had now come
wwhen 1 should ty to asrange a landing pernit 0 Australia under her
miden 2.

¢ would start organizing her ip. Tn

g tips for the refugecs and

nd somerimes o

50 o setled tezuporaly

Teontacted a few peaple and eventualy 1 found someane who
agreed t do it It was a distant relative of Pinnck Komman's wif
Regina, and her name was Mrs. Glat, L did net know that when she
ot the permit for e that she would charge me 100 pounds. Bur
the rain thing was that [ had s

cured a permit for Rachel (0 come
and join me
Time was passing and | had not heard ling from Mr
Symonds, <0 | cilled bim to find our if there was anything
bappenicg, He told me that it wold not be long and 1 would gt
the meantime e wanied me 1o let bisn have a
letter of recomsnendarion abost my character from the head of the
college, Mr. Pavia, 25 he needed 110 snpoort his cai. 1 siv Mr
Pavia and he gladly gave me one. Mr. Pavia kncw me as more U

some news, but in

sdent becavse Tused 1o meer

atextile engincering
=5
classical

th him every

nesday lunchrime for a classical music session, Tle was 4
¢ lover and he found a few studencs that shared his
interest, and 1 was ane o them. We used 10 gel together in the

Tounge nest 1o his office, where he would put an classical records
for us to listen 10 and then make comments about the music. The
funng thing was tht he played only Haydn sysphionies because he

e
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that she could be independent

“The interesting part is that Annette loved Jerusalenn so much that
ot only did she not continuc the wip arond the warld with her
girlfriends, but for quite a few years, although she hed a chance to
£0 10 Furope on her own or with us, she never wanted 10, cven
Unough it a5 50 close and she had never b
already been 1o Eurape and the United Staes and Mexico with us,
and Startey had visited Europe on s ow, but Annetie wis s0
happy in Jerusalem that she simply did not care to visit any other
place.

At home, Stanley had begun 1 study medicine at blelboume
University and ke was very busy with his classes and homewark. S0
we mainly had Melinda with s most of the lime. And sie was
arowing up fast, too.

e, Melinds hiud

In America my cousin

anley Komu, who had lefl Australia 10
the public eye, started (0 build up # new empire. Tl
found that whilk he corkl make investments in Plocnis, Ariz
where he lived, to et involved ic the really lge prospects he
should go 0 135 Vegas, So hie kept his honse in Phoenix and lived
wost of the e in Las Vegas, where L bougit a hotslcasin,
“The be started buying up land 1 busld ancther hotel. Apparenily
his investanents in Phoenix dicd el il Lus Vgas was hooming, so

et ot o

it was 4 good opporunity for expunsion.

One day on 4 visi o Istael he met my paniner Zrylek a1y
brocher vioshe's place. 11c mesmerized them with stories abont his
projects, and they cecided to fnvest about half a million dollars in
one of his expansion companies, on bllf of Zrylek and his
brother in elgium. and Moshe and myselt. When 1 heard ahout
their investment, [ was very annoyed hecause 1 knew Stanley
Korman's character and 1 had nor forgotien his eheekered past. |
s ceriain that in the end it woukd all colkapse ard the soney
would be Tost. But 1 did noe seant o reverse ther decision, even
ugh st invalved my e assers, becinse of our accepted way of
<dher:

 anything that onc of the parinees had arranged
And. tue 10 forn, 2

ot a year b we found cut thi Stacley
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Kept on looking for twa tore young pen. Thiough quice 2 lor of
il and enror, we ook o Sam Segal and another very ener;

e

young st whise name was Thea Tennelliof. S was also very

hard working and Sseen 1o lears everyihing that went an around
i, But atier having tricd for @ long fime, we could see that Sam
canld b very efficicnt in nsaging one section of the Fctory. but
he could sever n

the entine Gpuration like Davd Harcs wis
already comg. 30 of course we kept Sam on s 2 anager. but we
never e hin: parner, Theo who alsa tried very hard and was
ustrennely intelligent, was howerer completely wnsuitable Tor
mandgenent, s ae could ot st himsel onganized 1 any
c of the
o him even from thes

depament

<0 ol reson, we prt him in char

e while we had o dise

st
we

praect, but s could nat find anyone else who suited ous purpiose.

Kept ntervicning more young people o ener im0 our

S in the end, the only pesson we bad s our new panner was
Duvid Haress,

Attt time we also s

e 10 et involved in eal estaie, We

e city where i was

decided 10 invest in office Blocks, bt ot in

aiready overdone, butin s.uban centres, In these cays, she trend
s 1 s up olfices out of ©

ity cerre because it was more
accessible by car, it was easier o find pasking space, and i requised
el Less travellag time o the office stall, as they ¢id nor have 1o
goallthe way into the city. b

he tedderal and st

overraneats

g offices in s
better and 1 ke it easer for their persannel
Here

15 0 orcier o serve the pultlic

ain © st mention the legendky Snley Komman, He

was the frst in Melbousne 10 come up with tie ides of building

block of offees ot of towa or, 45 be woukl call . the downtawn

e, We bougat the first office block ie kew near the Junetion. in
sl the offices wore remied 10 e governmet, Thea we buill

fice block : Camberwel on the i sieet, which was rented
or. We
lso bought  farge newly completed affice Bleek an Albent Sisect

> watious tennts, with medeal offces on the gound 1

near Kingaway in soulh Mellourse, whiere the top fioor was rented

FRTEN
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s Ldid noc know how long T would have t carry on witl my
studies, | thought that maybe I could take on a job to make some
‘oncd before, it was no hard at that ime [0 find
1 looked around

money. As L

fob because there was 4 shortage of workers. 5
or something suitsble und 1 found o night shift job st Federal
Wallen Mills doing the same type of work thar T had done at Fink's
wWoollen Vills in Melnoume hefore [ went 1o Geelong, The fob was
ted in

five nights a week Monday to Friday from 7 pm. o7 a.m. |

very well with my college schedule, and ©sell hadl Sardays and
Sundays free. 1 just had 1o onganize myself fully because every
minute was importa

by college hours started at 9 .m. and I was mainly Enished by
200,501 could go home and e down for & rap until 5 p.an. Then |
would go out and have dinner at 6:00, 2 a0 7:00 p.m. 1 wouid be
st work. T would fnish by 7 am., go home, take 4 shower, have
breakfast and at 9 a.m 1 could be back af college, The only thing
that did not look sight was now could three hours of sleep
enaugh so that 1 wouldn'tfall askeep during the lectuses or

day be

Lworks
a1 ight. 01 thouht that T could sicep for lonyg hours on Saturcy
and Sunday and make up for i

But an cven better soltion came up when 1 actually starred
working Each worker was responsidle for fecding a row of
machines with cones of raw woollen yarn 70 be spun into finer

counts and they liad 1o be warched all the time so that no machine

would stop. This worked perfectly during the day and each person
attended to the row of machines allocated w0 him. But at night the
system was different; it was
betweeen the night shift workers. For five hours o of the relve,
hincs next 1o yours took over

private and conlidential arrangement

the person attending the row of i
wour section as well, and he eade sure that nothing went wiong in
both sections while you lay down for a fve-hour sleep, As there
were many hales of woollen yam an the faor, they became your

e and it was quie soft and comfortable. except that somerimes i
became t00 warm on your back while your front was cold.
After ive Hours you changed with your mate. He weat 1 sleep

“20ie
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Comsidlering that Sumek's girage was not a business that could

develop any further and give bim saisacton, T

aried o worry that

he migh fellow Moshe and go frck 10 Israel, 50 | thought that T

showld et it involved in some sort of busir
would agree to become 4 tmaker-up of clothing. That way, he could
we 5 guasaniced supply of work from Korex. H

oss. Lasked bin i he

reed. B

hecause Sumel ad no experience in this field, | pur him gcther
with & manufaerer who worked for us exclusively, 2 Mr
Diamond, und they
Mr. Diamond
comlortably in i

As o children were growing up and Fathes also Tived with us,

partners, We doubled the capucity

factory, and sumek serled himself quite

o apartment on Nepean Highway was getting wo small for us, so
we started 70 laok for 4 honse where the kids could have a garden

o alay in and where we conld have cnough woom for @ live in
10 ke Uhings easier for Rachel, We found @ newiy

buill lme e

hausckes

me suburly that we wsed 10 lve in

Brightcn, just off Dendy Sue

in 4 e weeks we moved in
We were sorey 10 leave the Goodmans belind, but we knew that
they woukl also move out soo because they also had two
children, Lydis and Greg, similar in age 1o our childen. Suee
enough they moved Lo @ house near s, 50 we nuintained orr
lar contact with thens, For Father 2 was o g

o move a5 wel,

hecause ¢ was still nea
Stubb

where

@ went on

Lhe East Hrighton sil

He was cven the ci

there sometimes. Father had o

wondenful voice, possibly having inherited it fron: his grandfiher,
Masshke Chizan. by Zucher knew allthe o forallthe prayees, so
e veally enjoyed heing @ parttine chazan

in the sburle. Bt the
move was u live disoricnting r Annete becuse she had 1o

change her kindergarien 10 onc that she could g0 to by b

By now | Fad clunged my car 5 Vausbhall. IUwas used mainky

by Rachel because § b decided 10 g0 10 our warehouse in the city
by train, as aur new house weas nea Brighton Sition. Rechel used

1otake meand Father 10 the starion i

I morig and the pick v

up i the eveaing to take us home, which sas only @ few minuies
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dighier who martied the sofed Motel Zeleer, The Zeleers nad &
e shiogy in the Jewish area on Walows Street numher L
Blotel Mashkes wile He kept her company in the

“hiop when he was fiee betweer

curting engazements 1ie lad

the distinciion of having circamcised al the boys of three
om. Bt in al that time, no one was allwed o

genersions in &

iy i becaasse perlonming < Arif i is 2 itz

remenmber 2 lunay incident that cecusred when Twas about e
yeans ol One al Vottel Moshes' daughiers hedl marsied the son of
el in Radom, When 1 son was
s 13 thern, they ananged to have the bt in their flat in Kador

el of Lublin, and the couple

and of course the mobel Tt Lublin, who was the other

prandiaher. cime 1o e bt [ tere with my Fatber when an

gt erupted s 16 who s going @ perorn the brif i,

Nartel Moshiaes claianed that Rador was his ety and terefore

onle e was authorized o do the job. Bt the Lublier moper

and therefore hewas goiag 10 do

claimed
e azument fosted a long time, [don't renenber how and wly.

atit s

bt the decision was seached that the Lubliner suobel would do the
fob Mtrel Blosises was s upset that he walled out and did not

attend his o grandson's bri

Angway, back 1o Simek's b Al our relatives arsived for the
simeha, cluding o of my fatler's sisers. with their hushands
and childsen, Tron: Kielee about 80 kilowetres fram Raon
ik We had a0 prodlem witk

erything was prepared for oe &

the mabel, a5 we knew that it was g fo be Uncle Mo
Mosikes. fur | ereated a small problean, and the feason wes a5
falloes

Whien mmy parenss bought goods in Warsiw for their shiop, they

d cash. Stce setling sccourts by chedue was at that fime

unknown ia Polnd. e systen was hat peope sanec promisssy

notes die in 30 or 60 days or 90 days, The promissory notes were
sent 1o bank, wnd they had o be cleared hy prying cash an the
dhie date. I not, the hank woald send the promissory nere te in
offical receiver's office and the persor was Ll for costs or conn

setivn For sene reason, praiubiy o heep e s a long s

s
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o the East German consulate. and all the oter foors were
occupied by private enterprises of all kinds,

e ha
I was a full-time job having o deal with all the tenants in 1hese

meone 10

manage ovr real estae holdings,

locations, renew o issue leases, Al i vacant space, cary o

urgent repsic requirements, collect the rezt, and perorm many

other tasks necessary for the smooth operion of all these

premises. We found a very en named “Lony

pable pers
Boothroyd, who cosld do i all aluost independently and relibly
d ot bave 6 intefere much. That factar was very
6,1 for one did not want o he knowa by any of the

When we serled down and fully prganized the properies we
rad ought so far-we stasied to leok around for some orhers

without

we coule buy. Attis point,the purctiases were 1o be niad
the invaly
invest any more money. end he was no Jonger 2 parner in the

ment of Mottel Komun hecase bie did not want o

aberwell properry, We co

ot find anything particularly
interesting in Melbourne but Tony Boothrogd, whose wife was
m Ausicala, supgested that he would g0 ave
there and ook around and 1y 10 find some suicable office biocks
it woukd b 1o our lking, as by now e knew exaerly what we
reqired

e came Back afier about 1w weeks and wld us that he could
ot find ny appropriate office blocks there either. But he said that

Srom Perth: in wes

he hadt become very interested in a differen investent asea which
miglt b of even greater benefit o us, as 1 vielded a igher inconu:
and hal @ beter fusue thaz offices. 1t was shoppiz centres anc
supenmarkers. He presenicd s with fol details abou hree
shopping centees and several supemuckets. Afier studying the

we conld find the

materal, we agreed 16 Ay ther

al, provic

proner mancg

“Tony then suggested that he would move to Perth with his family
and open an office there for the menagement of those properties
He would leave: e Melboume office blicks 10 be managed by his
asiant in the local offce, which would sil be under his conral,
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Rachel and 1 i fed Avic. 1961

somewvere else. We did not know whre they woukl sead us, but
we were sure it woukd he somewdiere in Europe. Tn that case, T
probably would ot be able ta come hame il the end of the

S0 my new bride and I ried 10 have as good a fime a5 possible.
W really had a very happy weck together, Then the time came for
us 10 say goodhye, but 1 new that Moshe and Sumek would take
case of Rachel while 1 was away and that if she necded any help,
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bt is a salesaan, 50 he s 10 wait his . And that was the
system. Tdant know if i was only in Austsalia o everywhere else
a5 well
the meastinie. | Snishied everyihing off i Geclong and s
goodbye 1o evervaody there and moved (0 Melbourne and
Fatlier's om. Bt s Clisistras was approaching and cversthing i
Mebourme would be closed dowa for e annsl three week
eliday period, | decided tra Father stiauld g 10 @ holiday place
for two weeks sther han staying in Melbaame al he e S0 we
0o

picked ane of the Jewish holiday spots which was about
Kilometres from Melboume called Daylford, which was famous for
its masural spring water. There was a Jenvish gucst house there and
you didn't have to know any English because everyhody spoke
Viddish. 4 @ mater of fact, Father sianed learning Pglisi bus be
refused 1 o 10 2 teacher because he wanted ta do it by himscil
s system was that he bought a English-Polish dictionary znd he
bought the cvening newspaper and he read it with the dicsionary

Fatter and 1 a fir days after bis arvica in Meibore

He alo lisened ta the racio and to people's conversatiors, and he
progressed extremely well. e told me that istening 10 the radio as
aften as posible really helped him 2 lox.

“There were abaut four Jewish holidky guest houscs urovad

“ore
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W got along extremely well with our Jewist neigibouss, Norms
and Michuacl Epstein. We had a very oo time with them for many
years, without beer, although we did have the occasional drink
wgether, A 4 hobiy, Michael Epstein used 10 make tapestics i
wery large sizes. 1 required & oL of work and  tremendous aount
of patience. 1 was happy 10 see that Rachiel ke it s much ot she
ok Lup as well. she really enfoyed doing i, aud she aveys found
enough spare fime 1o work on it like when she was waiching
television. The tapestries st macde sere seally done to perlection,
and we have displayed them wherever we have lived.

e
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on the radio, but we never fel like going out © spend an e

Gioing beck 0w 10 our factory expansion activities, once the

buildings were complered and the machines installed and

additional workers staned on them, we nearly donbled our

production. At the sarre time, we found that just s quickly a5 the
production was growing, the demand for our merdundise s

Tollowing even faser. I was ot hard 16 understand why. We fud

basic itcus used ¢
the distibution of those ifems was not in special Faslion siores
where one would have

ery day by all women ull over the conniry, and

st especially 1o buy them, but they

were in supermarkets and other food ston

where wosmen went all

the rime to by theis dbily Food requirements. And now. al the same
time, hey could pick up the

iy hose and briefs that they might
day after, And if the qualy was
good and the price was right, they did not have to look any further
and they could by the same brand all the time.

hings were going so well that we could not catch up with the
demand, so we decides! 1o import some raw pancy hose (knitted
but nos finishied) from other countries and finish faem off i ur
fuctory. Naturally, e liad 16 e very cuveful to minin @ high

need roday. the next day, or the

sandard of qualiy, 50 we could st buy anyiling from
neighhouring countries e Hong Kong or Taiwvan or Korea, which
wou'd have heen the casiest and the cheapest aliemtive, but it

would have spoiled our repus

ion. & new modem paty hose
factary called Gibor had re

ently openc in Tsracl, an ey were
xport. T decided o visi them on my nexttin
o Israel and look inta the Sossivilty of importing some of their
panty hose

When w in Kiryat
Shinona, which sas right on the Lebunesc border. 1 was too fae for

producing ninly for

10 el 1 found out that the faciory w

e to drive, 5o 1100k 2 gt in 4 small piane fom the el vy
sizportups 1o tosh P, whic was the Fanthest arpart in the north.
enioyed that Night very much, We had t g0 through Jerusslem to
pick up another passcrger. so that gve e s dunce o see
Tersalem from the: it 1was very mipressed a5 | had never seen it





index-131_1.jpg
Tak stowy oF My Lir

could not do it for Loz hecause that would have made it even

So 1 had 1o el them after Yom Kippir and before Sukkor, 1t
Upset them very much. but | explained t thern that when 1anived
n Tel-Aviv, fhac hidl buen my original plan azyway, and | had to
fillow sy tnetble. 1 was sl very sorry that had 0 leave them
e they had heen s bind 1 e
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it charge that morming hecame very interested o find out what i
was that the Americans were going 0 eceive, 50 he cut the seal,
lid the door open, and loosed inside. To his amazement, be found
that the cas was et with a nulitude of bottes of liuor, sich
bourhon, gin, and others from the Unid Stes and

whisk
$naland, seat over i preparation Cor the Christmas season only
few o vy, e caled over the whole wnit and everyons was
very excited hecause they had never seen s quantity of alcohol that
rge snd of such 4 superior qualty, They all wanted 1o sarc
rinking right vy, but the sergeant major, wio was the bigges

drinker of the o, said that they had 1o behave in an ordesly fashion

andt that the car bad 10 be untuinged from the wain. The Americans

would receive only thuee cars, and that would be enough for thear,
and this one helonged 1 us hecause we we iaking patin the.
war effort and we deserved it as mich as they did

S0 they unhooked the car, pulled it down o 2 deac-end line, and

tacke sure that none of the Asabs s it Then they dug a big hole
in the middle of the camp near the sergeant najor’s teat and busied
al the cases from the car in it The enpty car was hooked an 0.4
train of other emply cars going in the opposite direction, and we
the stuall unit in Abut Sullan station,
alcuholic beverages of any British uat in Egypt. O cowrse the
everyone knew that they
were the richest, and e Brirish could nor compare o them. | wa:

ad the bigges store of

d three carloads

ot ol

in any of the discussions or decisions becuuse |
supposed to be ia the office and nor knaw anything
of course suited me very well becse 1ruly T would ave beer held

ot i, This

responsible for Urs incident

Later that evening, fust when it was getting durk ac [ was in iy
ent seading, | heard some serecching and singing outside. When |
Fan ot o see what was going on, L saw the sergeant major siiing in
front of his tent shrieking andl trying to sing. Whea | went up clos
o Lot 1saw an empty whisky boul bying at his fecr, | puled him
0> his tent and put him o bed and hid the hotle which he had
stolen while he and the men were hurying, the artons. He Lad
drunk the whle hortle himself, This was something | could not

07 e
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Brighton with anotber volunteer, deliverizg food 10 the homes of
cople
drove people 10 hospitals o receive meical attention. For Jewisi

needy or o

Welfare, she chauffeurcd senions from their old age homes 10
social club where they spent timne with other seaiors playing cerds,
have time for the

ete. Tow she cauld do all that and si

Ty

seally dlo ot understand, but she managed perl

Atess years carlier, when we were manufsciusing clothing, we

ho s, which was located near our

it our a shop called Swy

warchouse. They sold ladies” skirts and slacks, so it svited us
ccause it helped our distibution. Bt we had no one 10 s the

place for us. So relentess Rachel 100k it on. She was there

o
day fron 10 .. 10 2 pan, while the children were at sehool. But
she imsisied on beszg howe when he children retomsd from
schoolso hat she could greet e

el neglected, She instled that

el ke sure

 did o

me sense of duty

o caring in

o childrer, snd the all flloved her in et regard
Ao
st e helped. ChIdress grow 10 and they leave treir parerts,

you have o v with it That's the way

rything was fine. We missed Annetie, but s could
nd

oes. Orher than dhat, we
Bad o seriaus problems. Except one litke ane with Molinds

Tord LTO. 1t isof course ous o fashion now

drove a very e

because ot cars are made small and modiom size because of
congested roads and ensoncnzal fssucs, But at that time, large
o cauld afford one. But

down o canth tha she was

s were very populas for anane w
avays 5o modest an
embarressed 1o be seen in this ca by any of her fiends. 171 e 1o
drice her somewhere or pick her up from 4 friend's hanse or take
hierand some gifriends 10 the movies, | always fad o use.

Melind v

car, shich was s regular size. T was really most unesual because |

dicd ot ko of sy otber ehild who would be so concemned abont

sucl a g, Melind's modesty was outstanding i all respects.

Uliad a sinlar problem, bt in reverse, many years ago when 1

was drving my At car. 1 Morrs Minor. At e [ used 0 pick
up i Goodmarts nephesy Devic,the
nd 1ok him o his Kindrge

o of Sadic andd Bill Lare

fen on my way 1o e office

01 e
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In genenl, elfective management means listening 1o anyiiing
cctive ol what position that persor

anyane has W sy 10 ou, e

accupies. uned 4 o shoul production from siple

working irls wh could Tardly spesk Englhish, They were hapoy
g 8

when they wore ke fo malke comments about therr 1o nd ©

suggest mprovements based on ther personal experience
Theretore, attending 1o small issies and showing lile

Kindnesses and couttesies are most important in a succe

relationship, wisle @ smal discounesy o @ Lk uskindness wil
spoil

with sy amund you who has win

relationship ot anly with the person direely affected be

Duisiour
To understand anorhe Loman being be it 4 workes, < wife, ort

child. vou must sten o shat they have 1o say, a5 Uil ultivarely

¢ 10 your benefit and vou will gt full cacperation. Therefore, a

sonal relationship wah all workers i o Feory and

conployees insny business is most imponznt 1 have alvays insisie

ot 1 o that most peaple dont do it ither hecanse ey dowt

ket or because they think they dorit have the e for it Bur i is
5

Elfective managenen: means first of all w delegate - 10 the sight

=

n st handing over part of your job; T means

nece

erson, of course. 1Fyou do 2ot do that, you wil il Bt del

docs not

preciating the other person’s insgimaon amd his conseience and

i will 10 suceeed it. To be

il you show him that sou can s

able o dor that, you have to understand the arher person snd &
show a general sense of respect fon huan digaiy
To huve @ busmess run siceesslully, it i esential © pay

attention 1o every detail i every depanment This wikes e

deputtment manager of forea

2ty bis hest and do e s The
¢ bis acliesenent, he harder he wil

wor ol you prise hin
o improve cxen mare. And. il you o ot ackio ledge what he
daes, i effciency will drop eonsisienty and s il that of the
crire deparent

Bt it s ot enonigh 0tk care of every depaninent on s 0w

Tis also vey mportant w amange elledive communicaon
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wherever they were required. Our trining prricd 1ok sbout four
weeks and then we were spht up 2 llocied o various stations

along the Sz Gana

Mo et second s ity g it Gfier compietion of e s
g, 1912

T et in Fayid where e had bee: staioned since our amal
in Fgypu | staned working at the FTO's office (Railway Trathe
Offcer o get my esperience theve s that T ould b appoisicd an
IO, The officer i charge was  Briish li 12 1 had 1o
fearn o bin: how t0 run the ofce. Tie w
wery helpful. This s the Fest ime that 1 was in pessonal contact
withan Englishian, aad ke i very ek T oy 1ok e about

avery nice s and.

four weeks 1 gt a recommendation to become 1 corponal, whict
e me very proud and even more keen o advance and 10 wors
elfcienly

as 1 have mentioned, ous living conditions were ite good
considerini Lt we were in the middle of @ desert. Bt hecanise we
srere sl it and it was ot a lge anmy camp, we had
Egyptian cicaning o and a Sudenese cook allocated o us, and
they wied their best 10 serve us satisfactoril. The fond was quite
good. s e was wooking for ahow twenty people, and e

clanliness s perfect hegzause the deances waned t keen ther
o 50 they e thelr best, Witk oue unit the Egyprian-Sudaeiese
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befre that, the first person 10 come 10 wisit s fion Tl was
stsiser Bella, whio came by ship tiough ly, 25
was i he ate 19303 and air ravel was not yet popkar. She siayed
with 5 for a while znd s showed her around the coniry and she.
wert back by ship, The sest vistor was Rachels sister Barsa, wl
few yeans later in the 19605 She o0 hadl 4 very

Rachel's youny

came quie @

able time vt of us in lelhourae, a5 it was Lefore eny of

enioya
our ehildren went 10 i

then our miece Dori, Moshe's daughter, cane 10 stay scith s for
& year when she was eleven vears ald. We put ber inio the same
school the Melind attended. She leemned English vcry quickly anct
ad % very good e witt us, and dhe children all enjoved her
+ acshe bud one probiem. at schons
had 1o say b

compuny. B T renernl
after the kids finished eating lunclr. they «
sntzon (Grace alier meals) ogethier, But sinee Dorf was s

what it meant nor was

eligious home, she die not ke

she interested i learning it so she decicied to become a very slow
cater and finish her lunch only aller everyone Lad recited e
heaediction, Before she went hack to Isacl after the yeur ¢

wee made her a lite Bat-Mitzvah pasey s our house and she
ippened zhou 1 week befor

had a lovely tme. B sonahing b
e departure that upst her, We bought
installed it and e children no longer had to take fams washing
ion arived just belore she
nght 2 ye

our firs diskwasher and

 drying the disies. s this jnnowa
wving, she comphiried that we sold bave |

caricr
Her younger sister Daphna also canse out
and she went o the same seiool e well. But s T recall, she did not

10 stay with us,

renain for @ whole year

Then when our ehildeen had senled in Lsrac, they
e to time with their children t© ave a holicy in Austali
e with Tali then
el T, Guy, and
they

ol come

from &

At i Hogal came o tsnes, Fies ey
with Tal and Gy, and aficr some time the
Noam with them, And of course atter they had four chiklre
e with Tal, Gu. Noasn, andt Kari We would spend sometime

in delboume s e also wens up porth © Queersand for 4






index-507_1.jpg





index-72_1.jpg
Les Korsax

Jewish wducation society. withost gny goverment subsidy, e

parents 2ad 1 pay the school fecs on fime and ensure hat the
e offiee by the st of ¢
onherwise the teachers cou'd ot he paid. The sysean v

money would o ey month,

s that w

the swdents, would get & swtenent 16 bring t our parents, who
were supposeel 1 give s the money 16 hind i o the office. 1f we
diel zot bring in the money 16 school the nest dey. we we

home il we e,

wp with the paym

Becase this was the parenis’ ise. the school oficials did zor
hiave 6 slvise them the their chiidren woere so at scheol, and the
they did wher they came Back

Kids did not have o oring 4 note
tos scheol after an ahsence of being sick. As scme parenis did o

have enough money on the zequired date. it cpred
thata fe kids would be absent for s ay o o s e bogicning of
the month

urse |

e 10 get he unds rom my parents 6 pa

eqired, but Labways (i the jonior classes! used (o oin up with

one or two who could not get hack 10 sehuol beeacse they had zio
money on the requied date, and we wsed © go for walks and
spend dme inthe park or st gencrally m

amarond and Faving

o time. My parents of course never kaew, and the teachers

iz markedl that [ did nor pay se T eould sotatend classes, <o thet i

o, This wors ol Ling e
and it seas well snown and accepred by all the kids.

Ancther petiaps even more tuportan seson or my ot being 1
i op o the class was the Fact that 1 id not have enough ime 1o

without perission

dos ot of homework because, 2 | mentioned previously. 1 wes
bl eaching e Talonud,

nd with music sehoo!, violin kessons. and practice.

o busy with private lessons from

Alihough my classaies and © por clong very well o the

classtoom and [ don' semember any pasticulic fihts o angurens,

hiad only a few close Fiends W would coe 10wy house and

who [ wosld go our with. | rementber their Tandly mames bt ot

ther first mames. There seas Nisa Erlich, anl 2 few hogs aacd

Fryciman, Goldkom. nd Rozenbaun, as well as two otlier Togs
and anorher gir whose names | canno renember gt ol Ninsi
rlicly marsied Frycian during the War (1939 1945), but he was
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becatse we consiuty espected all o Topes o be fulfled

Bt the
e previc
plan dhat
according 10 the sy that e lud exphined 0 them. Thar meant

1 aew worry cropped up. The feople 10 whom Zeylek

iy affered his partnersiip wore so impressed wa his

v decided 10 start the sanme ficiory o deir owa,

that st of 2 new comperitive hosiery sl tere ol be o

sontin the feld for two?

v conspeitive hosiery mills, Was the
And who was going 10 b the Brst, that was a hig problem. But we
could not do anvihing about il except wy © be efficient in
organizing ourselves and apen s s so0n 5 possiTle on a sound
basis, and 11

we would see what would happen. [ my view, |
s sure it Zylel, ecs

o his knowledge, together wili e
with our organizng abify. would do better than the new
competior.

Another problem that carne up at the same ime was that, 55 we

discontizuing 4l our makeup activiies and we didnt
know how the rew owner of our cloihing manuficturing

warchouse was gaing 10 organize bis procuciion. Sunck would

prol
o establish hisel§ 2 some other field. Luckily he had al-eals
Uought hout it some e before and decided to knit sder the

ably fase

of his income o his Factory and would have

brand of lleici, a line of top-quality children’s nitwear that
competed with lialian aad other imports. This proved (© be s
successful that this new braad became known as the best line of
children's knitvear, I had excellent qualiy and siyling, and i sold
well at
igports

prices hecause it was even better s the exclusive
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stan her selool year there

Andt then, n 1993, Tali was due to be enfisred in the ammy. S0 we

it et for a shior visic 1 spend a few wewks with s before she

stared her miliey service. Since i was the middle of summer, we

had & very nice fime together in Melboume. Not Jong after Tl

went home, Ausseite came 1o stay with us for a while 1o have it of

ahaliday and 10 see some of her friends that she had notscen for @
2 befor
onth old buby Yoratan, who was bors, on Novenber |
1992, It was wond
especially a lile haby which gave Rachel « Lot of enjoymer

But then suddenly one morning, « ew days after Ansete had
lef, a very upsetting thing happencd. Rechel and 1 went that
marming o our docror fo

she left o g0 hack home, Melinda arrived with

U for us to have o clildren with s, and.

hecieup of Rachel's heat, a5 had a
inor probie: which had develaped 4 couple of vears before in
tsrael while we were on holiday in Tiberias on Like Kinnere
Walking up some hills, Rachel contracted chest paiess aud an
irmegular heart beat and we len she checked
o Hadkissah Hospital, where she underwent tests for a few days,
They released her

0 tewn 10 Jensss

s everything scemed ta be all v, and they
Ilets and fold her to take one daily
When we visited our doctor that moming in Melbourne, he

Susgested that we incrense the dosage. | ook Rachel home and

went 1o the plasacy o buy her new me
Tlound Rachel Iying on te oo, Melinda told me that she had just
had a heart atiack and was unconscious. She had aleady called for
2n ambula or. So Rachel was lken 1 the
fntensive. care wait of Alfred Hospial, where she was under

atiors When 1 501 back,

e and for i

treaument for  week.

T was extremely lucky that Mlinda was with us at that time. The
housckeeper was ofl tha day. ancl I Mefinda had not been in the
hanse

would have gene to the office and Rchel would have b
the hear ana
think e would have survived withou imediste

ealled stanley in Jerusalent to tell hio what had hapy
w0 days later e anved with Annette, who had just el & few cays

Kk with 10 one around. And in all honesty, | don't

nied and
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Keep  couple mamried appily ever afier. What will do the are ()
mutual respect at ali smes, not influenced by any external
circumstances; and (b) taking care of the needs and requests of e
other s if they were your awn. Anc the most important element of

all is the establishanent of mutsal tust, which can be mainained

Hats ity 1o . Happy iy o o
ad o, an o

0.
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could aluays reduce pur selling prices witiout any negaiive
effect.

The sember of enplogees we had working for us was growing
s well, and by 196+ we bad 800 people on our
walked aiound 7
Kn

reamerber how provdl | used to he when | could appraach any

yroll When |
Factory during sy moring inspection, 1 stll

W everyone by sight, but not by same the way L used to. 1
woman in fhe Factory and greet her by e and Jave a few words
with fer, 1t
casier wilh the men because we had v

them all fee! very good. OF course it was

few tales worhing o us.
This arc-to-one sapport workcd al gt when we had up to 300
employess, but when we recked the Biger faures | could nor
remember all their nanes anymore, especially the new ones who
b just oined us

My consolation came when | read an uicie witien by
production er

jincer, wio said that it was fnpossible Lo 1 oor
manager ar factary foreman to remensber the names of

his
workers i their number went beyosc 00, That was very
and 1 was fappy o kaow
with ty enory. or ty approsch.

reassuring,  tere was nothing wrong;

The reason for my walking around the entire factory in the
worming hefore going in 1o my olfice wis

Dot just 1o say good
morning ta the girls hut t see thenand o show that | cared abow
e, This made them more dedicated 1 Uheir work hecause they
€Ol see that the boss cared and was friendly, so they fel: goad
it they were appreciated and. 25 a result, they ok more st
intheiz work. Andl there was another resan s well. Trous iy bricl
conversarions with the wokers in diferen: sections and in all the
deparmments, 1 not only asked them how they were, bur 1 alsa

quite whest they though of the fob they wee doing, i they were
Rappy with the systcan, and f they had any idess of 5o o improve:

the system t6 make their jobs easier, which for e a.

getting it done taster. | leamed 4 lot from those moming welks

arouzd the factory bee
ly from the peaple who were imvolved i it Lyen though 1
ot inte my office before 11, there was sil enough tine

e 1 was learning about procctivity

dire

e
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Nothing ever happened 1o our wa
some Tuadr fa:

bt one <y we hac
s there that belonged o 2 retive (1 dont
eanembir which nel who b

ey than e aic could
ol sershe skt s o el her out, Whhess we went up o see how
W was diyisg. we discoverc that i was s1] gosed Ths tme we Jid
not o 1o Avin Kai

anyhos we suspected that the nsighiours who were supposed 16
watet 1 had pinched i or themselies bec

G they seew it

W never did solve the mysery of the disappearisg lundry
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ik and aicoliobfce. S0 fhas was sy Anowleddge of Crinking as
young b 1did not e miac mone about i in Palestine Decause
e Ca
Sheinfeid wine in acon, except that anse for Pesach Feter Motel

rel sine thes we liad G ddush was the same as ke

bought a btk of American wine made by Manischenitz and thar

s ey to0 et and 1 eoukd nor drink it

So suddenly in Fayp | got involed in driaking rea beer and
dof and i was ot
i
which

whisky, which was something | had never b

easy to ke ad 1o do it gradully hecause itmade me si

mised drinks, andt T used o gt o hasgover i the mori

was s srange — and vory unpleasant — experience for e, The
aters bal linpovers a5 well, bt duey did not seem 10 nind

Actually. in Radom we useed o have two other drinks i

her wsed (e, One swats aeal wine made out of grapes, by
homemade, whiclh was very nice and genle. The arher was @

I Polasl it was wled “wisnih.” That was a srong drink but we
sl o bave st e D in a senall s and by ssweet biseut
with it

Tl 1l my dsinking i0 5

s By chough T could o luse
o drnk with my mtes in the camp because

ould Live seen

ostracized and declared 1 guees, Lused 1o cheat it and hold on o

s i 2 long time blore | insheed it 50 hat |

refill, T can quie unde

gt because s
ik a b
happy. a they

was nothing el 10 do exeept 10 8t connat

bl and el some okes, and diink w ke you fecl

sl noroxher et in e arousd shem and they

Qi not Tike Egyprand the Egyprias, and ey were all honesicl
for Englind and Scotbind This is actally wiere ©learned all the
English and Scotish sors which we ssed 10 sing evers 2t while
deinking, Hven oma day o ey never Tett the e, They just used
1o drink more snd sicep e

1 s the Jewist: boys o iy st thet 1 ad beconte frendly

witl.Since we sl had tele

ones 1w effices, we used 10 a7range

o et an our s off, The nestrest place 10 get 1ogerher ws &

soval ton non far front s waledd I, 1w & bl lide

“se
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i the way of ife Not that we became Tess religionss ar home. hut it

woukd Lay 2 the 1930 for 3 child o o

1 01 10 3 reula Kindergaren, which

ws caledt frebloovka in Poliss. And ye eight vears prior and then
for Mashe three vears after hat. cheder was the only appropriace
places o senda child

On iy way 1 hecder, e 0 pass anather one st lcfore s

of my age knew anvthing dbout spors. bul kids lad o

release heir enray somenon. o the oy of e nestdoor chder
wsed 1 i i wait s thron sones i s n e sorsing on our vy
@ scho, and ofien in the afiemoons on ou: way home. AT we

was walk in groups and irg 1o be songer and riore
Aumerons than they were, Tor tose kids it w4 <o of “intilicy
game. A Shiomo Tkt wrote in Koreler, “There i noting
under the sun.
5t there were thizs that went on then thar would be useard
of nowadays, such as corporal punishment, especially i public
Bt in acuuality s noc unheard of ocky becase it i il widely

practiced on edulls in Moslem conntrics. <Ithongh 1 dot know

swhat they do o their children.
For minor tnsgressions 4. cbeder: the tescher, or e reb:

would hit the student e the palm of his hands with a leather strap,

called a “banishial” 1 fact, one of the rehes who used the st
all the tme we nicknaed Yankel Kantshiak. Thea there s
anecher ribi, Usiier Picler, who ozl Lt the sudents on cers
ocesions, wsing an old bicycle tire, Then we had

e special

public fogaings on the behind, with tie pants pulled down, in

front of the whole class or, for very sevious infraction, in fFron of

the entire school, | remeniber &l of thos events, Bt | casmo
recal the reason for them. Except for one that happened iz our
class.

We ad u rebbe who used 10 read the newspaper while we boys
i work. Wi
howe we were srogressing, he would put the paper dows on the

were pracicing he ot up frem his chair o see

it One of e boys —a saresike of mine. Kadish Koran, tie
One oy

voungest brather of Mottel Kot e a bright
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Dr. Zabwe had Brought him i i pocher when be came o ater

w0 Mother. T remenber how the doctor showed us the by s

thatwe fad 3 new Ll hrother

orh Moshe asc [were very happy
Know o to ehave with

il
1 those days, piving biri 10 babies al home in one's own bl

e

was the only aceepied way by most women who could alford &

private docior. Even those whe canld not aford one could always

e midwie o tend 10 them, Only those prople who tad no

means at all had 10 g0 10 2 public hospizal, and those places wer
niothing like what we see today

Aut lor s help was not
ke care of 1 fement. | remensher clearly that o7 he

Jeves, medlica]

sough We alsa ha

walls o the flat we bad swek extracts from e psalnis of Ki

Danid { Febiting, bt 1o not remember preciscly which ones they
weére and every cay for the firt cight days 1 had 1o bring home

with me at east aine boys from chederso that we would read tiose

palis together 1o eep the Dl spisits away from the halsy and 1o
ensuze that no harm would be done 1o him by any of the fllen

Gtne 1 Juw

nels, il s i midads when e would officially e
and weuld then be quite safe, Uke the rest of us.

The day of the brit ks arcived. 1 was o segulir week day and.
15 was the custons, the bt and the kiddush i receptios were all
held st aur home. No one woukd have thought in those days of

celerating any simeha — be it brét,a ermizvah, ¢
o who the
sy
b in Radom, and e bappencd  be az uncle of my father's
ik but s o in

cverawedding - anpwiere else butat lome. We all kn

el was going 10 be because there was only one tap

Blotel Blosises., He was notthe son

Fnown Moshke Chazan, who

But heiag the son-ele of the w
was my Lither's grandiather, he was called by bis name, s actial
knew him s Mortel

e was Motel Zeleer, bt
Moshkes. Zeide Mositke Chazan,
synagogue in Radon, had five children — Cliezer, my gran
A ala, zhak, who was Rega
Srenvics father; 4 davglier who maried @ Himelfab: and «

or of the

ather.

Kerman, who fater Tived in Aus

cae
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Stanley Korman was sentey

disparaging wa cec 10 six months in

prison Tle was released after anly fous montss, for good

betsaviour, He lef fhe &

MUy forthe United States, where his wite
and to soms followed im a few days ber. He seatled i Phoeis
Arizona, where he hegan 4 new lte

My opinion of Stasley Koman was and sill s Ut be was = man

of enomous vision, but he Tacked a sense of organzarion, 1

could ahways inis
e
thenn over 1o various managers with dubious abilites. St he could

Fantastic projects that had @ great foture, but

o one 10 mun those enterprises for hir, so be would hand

o even advise them or control thern heeuse be Bimself had no

experience in how 10 run 4 husiness. T is 2 wel

known fact ik
visionaries cannor be organizers lecause those two charscteristics

each atter. S

conflic: w e pronlem as wel
Before he ever completed a new project, he was already working
on sedting up the nest one, T mind worked so |

ey had ano

1 that no one
could keep up with hin. Therefore, [ do not biame him for his
misdecds becavse they were not nrectiorsl,

Now tha 1 think about it 1 just remembercd that 1 had houeht
o thosand d vorth of his Chevron Lid, shares. [ ke the.
certificae for sany yeqzs s # souvenir, ust 4s my parcats kept a
fair wnout of Russian rubles from the time of the Crar in
pre-Communist Risssia as a souvenir. as childeen we liked 1o play
wilh theam because they were colourully printed snd hiud large

pictures of Crar Nichols

Duc to Stanley Korman's notoricty. the aame Korman was not
wery popular in Australia for quite a few yeurs, anc for a while T had
10 deny any relarianship to b, Fortunately, we did st require ey
crecit or financing o anyone, azd event il
was forgotten

Time was going by, Anctie fnished school and got her
ady 0
aces at school and he always

ally the entire

mtriculion cericate, so she ws now 1
ey did extremely well in his g
ank one. 1t was the sarme with his pano playing, and we had
1 keep fndi
Bl s bppy at her schaol and she made many fiends ther

art university

nove highly qualifed eachers for i al the ime.
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e ot that bis wife was very nasty. Although we teied 10

nice 16 heras possible, she always lovnd 3 way 1 case o

Rachel 1 for instance.

she siw Kacel doing some washing, Mrs.
Fines quickly hung up o of her ows things todry 01 the cuside
sked

Hines sothat here was 6 toom left o ur wash, Or if fache,

her it she could put something in hes refrigeraron, M. Fines

saie i veas full And oter Tl things ke that, wiich made for o
bad relationship between her and Rachiel, My advice © Rachel was
o avoid herand e 16 ignore her <o that we could lie peacefuly in
the

ame house
The Fineses had a record player in their iving room, shich shey
put o every evn

and on Saurdays and they played @ fairly
Toudly. But dhey ha only one record — Rimsky-Korsakov's

Schorezad We quite Uk it becasse of s Orienta-Russian syl

it a b o 2 Jewish flavour

we heard € 50 mang times that
oule sing every note of & Somehow we always managed

come scross people who alayed only one record al e teme, 1
Dvoraks Nuth Symipbony at the TS club in Isvaila, *Kinneret
Sheii” an Nachman: Street, and aow Scherezade i Givat

Kamban
Rachiel and 1| spent most of our titne o home because | came
home s e every

ening. On Satordays we would skeep mos: of
the iy, andl then we went 10 the movics erery Saturday nigh, This
s dhe Ol entertainmeat in Givar Rambam without Juaving to go
0Tl Aviv

s or my medical problem, 1 took care of my heraia by wearing
a proceetive bl a5 1 did nat wan co o through an operation now
that we had begn st dawn. But 1 had to see  doctor as per
e army refermal | s given pon my discharge. When | inguicd
15 0 vhich o

or should see. | was 0l 10 go 0. physician dlose

o wh ved S0 1 made an ap

irtent 10 see the docor
Givataim. He lived hugh up on a bill and us Twasa bit e, 1 ired 1o

ke up thetime by unning up the hill, When Lasrived, there were
1o other patienis waiting 10 see the doctor, 50 he ok me in
straight away. Wher he staned 16 do the check up, he was very

Surprise st heant heatand my bigh blood pressure. Tle told

oz
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sese in Bl fivingg anong the continvous sequence of exciing
events, where there was nd it s
quiet for a lesw dags and e the poliieal arguments and scandls

woukd erupt so ta thens was never a dull moment, we erioged

aurselves immensey and we were never bored for a second. But

anee again, afiera few weeks wo woukd stas vesming for (e quict

sved lfe i Melhoume. and we kaew that we would be back

it
w0 worlds and we enjoyed tenr bt al the Fe,

Even the long velling did not boter
found the hest way 10 £y with the bes

re saan enough. S5 1said before, we were geating e best of

a5 we lad,

distance

s We ahways broke up

the long foumey by Taving a restlal stay in some holiday resort in

Furope or the United States, and we visited different places all the
e, Then we would siop off in Singapore and sy at the

Shang-rils Hotel for 4 few days, From there we would fly to

Australia, waer: e would |
we would 20 10 4 hotel taere and skeep for 24 hours. witkour
angone i Melh

i Sydney. To get over our et big,

 had arsived in Ausiselia

utne knowing that

Twe were read 10 g0 Lack hone
In Melboume, our [
production eeached @ million pairs of pany hos: and over two

ory was still growing all he tie, and our

lundeed thousand paiss of Triefs o wees. And we never had any

spare stock, only what we reeded Tor delivery and tmmediane

sepeat orders. Through avr yeass of expericace, we had overcome

all ouc production problems and comperition. problems, s our

ctory was running like s well oiled machine. That was how e

Quld alford 1o gt away any e we wasted for s o
pleascd.
Bt e parrer Mottel Korman was geting a linle wred of i

2 45 we

all,

He wars i bis ke sixtics and he wanted o retire. but we kept

telling him ot 10 ke 2 msh decision ke that becuse e might

s the place e g
insistent that we cecided fo pay him out and take over his share
This tosk quite a while to complete. but on the day that it was all

< up his Caily routine, However, he was so

sertled snd Moe! was due o eave, e broke down in Bis office
and could ot go throsglh with it We steyed with him for a while

“ane
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Russians ot Vil feonn the Germans, insread of Ferating Sin o

reting i s o hero, ey sent him ta Siveri, where all traces of

i were lost That is st they did o al the srested Conminists

i certair: sections of Polind. and 1o one coud

they liberate:

by, Masbe it s hecanse he knew

or perhaps it was @ punislunent for not having been cagtious

enotigh and getting arresicd

Anyway. that was ane of the Rusian mysteries. and (his cousin

who T theught would surcive the war alsa gor los
Land
she spent year wit auntand uncle Feldseein. She leared Hebrew

When Rajzel temed eighteen. her parents sent ber (o 1

and started o work. but o wemenber whar she did. Ader ahose

vear she retimed to her parents in Radom, gou nrried. had o

Faby. Then

Jin the Hol

¥ all disuppes L. ogether with et
prents and aher hrothers ard sisters
Ciocia. Tobule and Ferter Mrtel

Feldsiern, the aunt anel uncle 1 lved witt for @ whide shen my

1 have aleady introduc

ther had 1y, Ciocia Tobale was Mother's elder siser, i <he

e vry differeat from our mecder i nature and helavionr. While

my mother was casy-going and regarded moncy as something that

s created ta e spent, Clock Tobale s an estrene miser iz o
way that vou donUofien come acwoss i real lite but only reac

abour in hooks and ol stories

1 remenber Mother tellng us when we were lile children e

she el e Ciecia Tahale 0 come to aur shop because they i

just seceived & new consignment of winter knitwear for lacics.
There were some braviful cardgan sweaers for ser ta cioose

o, Giocia Tobale's response was, “No, i s not really wortlne hile

e buy new s

s becase newt year there will be some newer
styles again. s T migaeas well keep and wear the olc ones ecase
1will never be able 10 keep up with the new fshion

When my aunt and uncle larer maved to Palestine 1 stayed with

themn for & while. For 5. 2 suifed chicken

it we abways
neclas pactof the seal. 1 Viddist it was called a gt 1 hal o
e sitced together with carton thread, which was nomally pulled
aut i cutting the acgaieso tat it would 70t mis with the meat
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Killed by the Nz, She e 10
Weizman (nsitute in Rechovor and he died 3 few ve,
G

el and aied 3 scient

s g,
incer in Hailz: he also

(dkorn also lived in lstael and was an ¢

dicd 3 e years

ca. Rovenbanm, whose e s now ek Rose
glind, left Poland s before the war and
seross to [

msaged 16 get hand where he sudied and reached

ihe position of 1 professor

Since b setirenent. e have et several times with him and his
wille and whenever we get wgerer we spend houss reminiscing
Although he i approaching the age of 8

yeass, e s still very T as an edior of the Intematisnal Joernal of

ot onr distant g

Funcronmental Sudies
Anather boy named Bansicr lved o

el

Anywas, back 10 1928 when ©sred this school at the age of

kilbutz n Lsrac

nd diedd

lew years ago s

nine and most of the others were about ten, We were allfus fule
Kids and ad ot
frcm my souse, and elasses went fiom 8 .. 10.2 pon. s days o

un. The school was a twelve minute walk

wers I being o Jewist schoal. we had Saturday free and, of

Sundlay was el school e for
us. while ar all the nan jewish schools, Satiday was 4 suglar

course, all the Jewisis Bolidays

Me ai b age of 10
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After we sold all his goods within the next few days at a very good
arofit, the place Joosed canpty and 100 big for us, but this is wh

1 new that once we sirted making up the
underwear, it would (il up very quickly. So my nest task was 1o et
the righ
decide on what sau
quite a fex lingerie shops and ling
stores. We decled on lacies' Tingerie rather thaz: men's undere
st much

samples of what we wanted o procuce aud be wble 1o
U hadl 1o goaround 10
fe deparmments in the large

and siyles o c1oo

becavse the mees lines were all very busic and tiere
styling in them, so it was hard 10 compete i that field hecause the

prices were low and there was alre

Iy some oversupply. But in

ladies’ wncerwear, where syling was very important, 1 could
abways see something lovel
brandedl top-ctass maker at a high price ra
lightly
pricc would be less then half and sve would pu on a fow

either imported or made by  local
se, bt 1 could simplfy
i make it ook similar 0 the original and et

selling

rin of
aiofil, relying an the large stores. The quantity that we would sell
woukl make up for it and produce profitability for us

The lines we started to produce inladies’ underwear were mainly

a variery of briefs and underpants, as well as balf slips. vests, full

stips. and nighigowns. The fibric was either nylon or couon. We

e sl were increasing all e e and 2ll
saller retatkers were

he price was sight
strict qualiy

were vury successiul
the la
Ieeen t0 by From s, s the sty ling was good
and the quality was perfect hecause | insisted on ver
control. | considered the fact that you might have the best lookin
anicle at the cheapest price, burif the qualiy is nof sight, you Lo
your seputation and your customers, What we also insisied on was

¢ stores in the city and some of the

& guaraniced delivery dare. IF we promised a dlient delive:

never failed, and tut made the customer remenber that his
supplier was a reliable frm. Whereas we kacw that sores
complained ahaut many of our comperiiors ecause they were
unnefiable and didn't deliver on fime. o us this was very importas.

secause most of the ariicles we were selling 10 the stoses were

scing advertised by them as specials, aod of covrse they hed 1o
armive on time for the placned sale

e
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From ther on L was much mose retased, and §applied oy

the s

and T found thern very interesting, Fven the night shifi
work did nor borher me, and [ was nor too tired during the day. [
lad @ fairly good time in Geclong, duin

my swdies. © Bed my
iends and my visits to Melbourne and 1 enjoyed the time | spent
there with the Kormans. But somehow deep inside | felt hat al this
lie for me because now that my faher
was coming to Australia and was going 1 live in Melbourse, and
Rachel would probabiy arive aot much ler and magbe even at
the same time, what was | going 1o do staying in Geelong and
studying Lextile enginecring
This stated 10 warry me sore and pore, snd

wasa very lemporary v

really had o find
away 10 give up the studies and serde in Melboume where T would
e abic o st some sor

< of business o make  [visg, Butus | liad
ceived & fiom refusal from the Deparment of Immigration o

review my case and 16 change my status, there seemed 1o be o

way af achieving whit 1 wanited 1o do. The other hoys that arived
from Palestine a5 students were plunming 10 complete e full
ourse and then when they got their degre in three yers' time
wanlkl probably be allowed 1 stay o in tre country

“There was anly ane fellons who auended very fiw lectures and
who did nat even live in Geelong and that was Mark Besen, the
friend of Bloshe from whom [ had found out about the Geelong
Institute of Techoology and thanks to whom 1 was in tht program.

Lasked him one day i he wasn't worried that lie might be deported
andly going 1o classes and the College right
report it e Department of Immigratios. So he told me bis story
Afier he arrived in Australia, be et a family named Gandel who
owied a lingerie store in the city ¢

e Susen Lingerie, e ook on
job in this store and hecame friendly with she owners. Then he
met their They stared going ot and now they were
comsidering, gerting marsied. Tl 1old me tha if he mar

gh

Austrlian citzen, he would sutonatically become Austalian (0o
and then he would have no worries. He wa:
work in the Gendel b Janning to cvenally bring,
out his parents from Palestine. In dhe meantime, he was sill

i o stay on and

iness and was

e
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and waike him to the Calton Synagogue. Thete, the mobel was
ol the congregation

present. as wellus Land ey Fcher and
he brith ok plice in 1he synagoge during a break from the
pravers. Then the nurses were deiven back to the Rospita] with the

Ly After the brith, my Father and 1 and bis wile’s son Leon and.

s iy wert to Fatier's place
a sall Ly bic
with my wite and ous son.

T sas very happy that Father lived to attend h
and th:
e weould atiend mary more fi

A couple of weelks before St

nearthe synagogie, where we had
o be

st T

1 ushed back 1o the hospits

dson's b

it 00k place i his shurfeand in bis home, e 1 hoped tha
il celebecions.

as homn, we hired a pediatric

murse to take care of Annette while Rachel was i the hospits
When R
days, e nusse 100K over the care of the baby. a5 it was ensier for

hel came home with Stanley, aftcr being away for

Hachel © fundle Annette, who was
very bright and
e morning, | knew that everything was organized aad well ken

iy 18 months old and a

perceptive child. So now when [left the house in

ae of
And <o it was for 4 few months, Untl ane Sunday morming

February 3. 1952 1 was my bisthday. Rachel came into the
bedaam early in the

© wake me up and to wish me
happy bizhday. She was hlding the baby fn her arms and scas
irying o say happy birfiay o me, but she eould not say . No
worels came aut of fer mouth. She eouid ot speak ¢l

1 got errbly frightened. Ljuped ourof e and put her inio bed
and called the doctor. A5 it was Sonday, our docior was away so1
just calied the only avaikible one i the area. When he e, he
could not make  diagnoss but b said h: he world arnange 1o
ave Rachel admitted 10 2 hospial where  specialis would tuke
care of her: Qur nisse was ot i ether because s her day of,

so 1 1ok the two cildien 1o
wnholance with Bachel 16 Alfred Hospital. $he was acnitted and
fully examined. bt no ane

s place and weat off in the

A figure ot whet s swron with
ety of

lists examived fer and tied 10 analyze what the problemn

her. S0 1 sayed at the hosprta
spec

day and wited while 2 v

e
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apanments s an investment together with ou g ndusoher and
wncle Symchi Najtan. When the Second Workl War broke et in
1939 and 1he owners of

this propurty were resichng, in Gerzn
occupied Polind, the propers was taken away from the minaging
agertt i harded orer 0 the Gustodian of Fnemy Propety. Wien

the Briish Teft Palestine. the propey was hunded wner o the ne

sracl govermment. At that poin:. my harher Moste st legl
action 10 g i back for the heirs

Afier @ few years e pats Ll belonged o Mother und
gandmorher were handed aver 10 us. hut the Custodin refused 1o
et s the pert that s 1 Symcha Najmen’s rare
e e proven that w

en thougit

are the only surciving heirs, ey would

not et with it Moshe's lasyer ol 1

< not strong cnough
o fight the case. and he gave up. W tried another
el v and Enother in Jerusa
e decided 10 1

lthey al gave up the Jght,

it go a5 well

Bt about 4 vear ago | sarted thinking that out of respect for

Mother's semory. | should renew the figh. icespective of the o
and nor give up. S0 1 looked for a fo-notch Towyer and found
somcon who was prepared 1o fight the goverment unil he wor.

S0 1l o actend court for

e that hid lasied over iy years.

Nowr that we won

 we own the et propery, Annere
suggested that we give it 2
have it mamed af

it 1 some dritible institios 2nd
« Mother and Faber, W
wonderful idea, bt en Melinda suggesteet that we should not
it in Tebaviv butsell it and domate the funds to @ chariable
it on in Jerusalen < honous Mother and Father here where
e. i the Holy Gy

Now that v fully e Simongh e and have setied, whit

W aprecd o this

weall |

1 going 10 ot Well, my answer to it is very simple. 1 am staning

T aver again, hut s time in a il that is well snown 10 me and
am fully expericrced in hecawse 1 hase heen doing it for o Tong
time now

Rachel and | e ging 1o exioy our e sith our wondedul

family.and | know For sure thar e will dertve even more pledsure

rom i than we hiave up unil now. During my long I 1 have
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envision myself being sizang <nough to compete with or even ceal

with only Jews, Even in Radam when we had Jewish eustomers in

the shop. Father and the shole stalf were very unhappy hecanse

they considered wor te of time.

it thie 0 be nvinly

And s his point in Tel-vzy, 20st of the Jews were from Poland or

vt worse. from |shuania, What is more. the German

st starting o aevive, and they either browght everything wit
ar conld not afford to buy ayihing.

S0 1 decided 10 analyze once

gain the courses they had at he
Jerusalem university. 1 confiraed what | knew al
wnities subjects, When you finished yor got & B4, aad

vou could become o teacher, bur frar weas someshung [ hiad 0

ady - lhat they

desire 10 do. s Lnenianed hefore., they alsa had L. 1 evenully

found o et kowyers don just deal with criminals bur they

arnge Business deals with contracts berw

two parties and
leszses For premises, which woukl Leve been 4 bit more aceeprable
10 me. But then [ had Tearned from Fetter Mone! that there was

way you could zvoid hiring & kewyer and thereby cut down your

costs. You matke up one conirct and one lease and i itis to your
liking, you copy exch of them and use them for all fuher
& the nume and the dute blank. Te
y had the leases princed 1o make them kool more impr
10 the fiue tenans, and this way he saved bimself all the legal

er Jewish peopie

transactions by fust le
actual

fees. 1 was sure that there were o

o i the same thing, s hat eliminated the need For yer
for me, the inclination (o study law
“That lef. the Technion, where | could study building engineeri

road huilding, chemical engineering, and architecure. [
encamntered & prablem here as well hecause my school in

s 1 usnsnitics type o school and we were nat very sdvanced in
wath, cheamistry. and physics, That ket e dnly ane choice — o
study areliteeture because this subject, atiough connected 1o
engincering, docs nol require the adin

wd hnowledge of the
suliects Lwas ot s
ination. Al least | thaug)

0d 3 and it possibly needed an open mind
50,50 Lapplied 10

aad
i il

Sriie
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they ad quiie & choice of vacant rooms
T alsa found out quite a bit of information abour the Jewish
community m Melboumne. Out of about three million of the

population. nearly thiny thousand were Jewish. They lived in four
different sections of the city. The older people and most of the
post-war fumigrants from Burope, a5 well as those of pre-war

volish exisuction lived in Carlton, an inner sut
city that had a substantial Jewish papulation. The yoringer people
and the not-so-welestablished ones lived in St Kilda, which vias
on the seafront and had 3 lovely beach, in additon o many places
of enterainme

wurh very close 10 the

such as the luna pak, cinemas, and theaes. The

wealhy and more wel-establise fews v inthe area of Koo
and Caullcld, which wes not_very far from S1. Kilda and had

atractive houses with gardens. The older, very wealthy Austrlian-

b familics lived in Toorak. which bad lovely strects lined witt
arge beautilul mansions which were all very exclusive.

Rooms to rent with Jewish fimilics were
and in . Kilda. The advice they gave me at Jewish Welfare was
that i 1 wanted 1o have a good time in the evening and if I wanted
0 meet other young people. Tshioukd go to 31, Kikla, So T went (0

le orly in Carlion

he address ey gave me 21 8 Nepiune Street, 10 the house of a
woman who lived there with her grown daughter, They had a large
spare raom on the tiss (loor, fully furnished and really fustright for
me. The rent inctuded breakfast, which su

cd e perfecty, Bt 1
had o wait uniil the next day before Tcould move in because they
had o clean it up and amange it

Neptune Street, which was 4 nice quiet strect, with itk tdfc
was abowt two minutes” walk fram the beach and very close to the
Palais ‘Theatre and the Victory Cinena, and 2 short walking
distance from the St. Kida raibway sation, which had a direct linc 10
e citg or e street with the tram lines going in alldircetions, 1t
all looked ideal to me. Howeye night at
et horel, sowhen 1 got back 1o the eity 1 went 0.4 pharmacy o
buy some slecping tablets 5o that 1 could get though the night and
canch a bit of slecp. The phamacist fold me that T could not get
skewping pills without a4 doctor's prescripion, but when 1 told him

Ihad 10 spend anothe

R
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months. B for Moter it was fmponiant ot 10 €610 the same piace

all the time, @ she always liked  change, sonttung new. Bt [

dont hink it made any difference 0 s kids wicre we wen, s e

st imporant thing or s was 1o get away from 10w and b out

conditions we
primitive, the farmbiouses we stayed in were pleasant and cl

Ol onc or twice o remember hat we had a proleas, When
om he frst aight, we ot on e kerosene

in the country. Fren in Garbatka, where i

we went o the bedro
Tamp e suddenty saw that the walls weze full of creeping spiders
1t was @ horeble sight Luckiy, we had a spry with us and we
Filled thean
of

any more spide

ore we went o sleep, but it was very scary for all
andd we kept wiking up during the night (o see if there were

s around. [ dreamt sbout thers severs! imes during

next few weeks

Another ightening incideat took place in late August, sile we

sl b anorher two weess t stay. The weather had tmed cold

and rainy and he family of farmers who owned the Louse and skept

inthe b

ound i very inconvezicnt  do so, hut they could not
doanyhing about it hecanse aur ease had not expired et Sothey
came up with 1 bright idec. At tidnigh, when we wene aleep,

they stooc under our hedroon: window and dxnk vodka and.
songs for ahaut an our, When we dié nol react, they stnec

sheuting abisse at the bloody Jews who hud everything wiile they

were shivering outside their own louse

Early in the woming we quickly pacicd and west back home
Tor us Kids and for our moher o well, i was o fghtenig
expericace. Aller v, Mocher was very carehul, always making sure
Mt the Fanvily she was renting & sutnmer house from were nice
people

Tithe mountains, e was 1 bit mare interesting because not only
wats e areat such micer and the scenery really picnuresque, bt the
seople were different as well. They spoke a different dialeer of

Polish, and they all dressed in beatfal national cosmes. Tiir
native clothes and hars were extemely colorful and they wore
henn 2l the e, 50 we fel ke se sere in  foreign countzy. On

Sundays we used o watch them do their folk dasecs o ther own

choe
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We now had a
staricel out with s s an accouniant and estadlished our office. But

ry reliable menager, Allan Newnman, who had

while he was involved m the books and accourns, he was
becoming more and more interested 10 what was aciually
pending more and
ke 10 learn exactly whar was going on. Cven

Bappening i the fctory tsel. He staried
time wih the
though b was

e real b more than

1 qualificd accountan, he ik
books and accounts, and we could see tha he was becoming

singly familiar with the producion problems. He was the it
One o armve carly i the morning and the Lt one o leas e at nigl,

and it was obvious that he was enjoging le about wht

ning 2

went on in the factory. o we appoited someone else 3 off

manager and made Allas the general manager of the entre factory

canise we knenw that he eared sbout every detad of t
i he weas Dnight s bard working,

Athome everything was going wel. We hadl scaled down in our

a very happy cvent-he

i ws going 10 be our fint

¢ operation

new house and we were approachin
ah. 1
farmily simeha 10 be celebrated in <
dancing. We bl lseady had Annetes Bar-Mitzvah, bt that was
anaiemoon afair which was mmade in conjuaction wik a few other
ars betore e, in 1
celebratest our fenth sedding asniversary with o isge party i our

celehration of Stanley's Bar Micz

reception: lall with music and

amilies. And. some Rachel aad [

sl apartment and invited all our selutives, As a mater of fct, e
hice was so avercrowded that we took Annctie’s and Stnley s
cots (i i them) down 10 the

Goodimans' apattment so that we could make more roor lor e

Dot childen sound asleep

uests,

Andt now Stanley was preparing himsell or his Bar-Mitzval, This
s ot easy heease he had Absolutcly no knowledge of Hebrew
privie tutar o teach him o
his secire andl fow 10 sing, with e propes ronarion, his

o e syste of prasens, S0 we i
Bafora wilh all the brachot A fex monts before Stapley’s

Bar-Mitzval, we were invited 0 the Bae Mitzvah of one of Stankey's
fiiends I ook place in a Liberal shule, and there everything was so
itwauld bave tiken only aborita morth

short simple. and easy 1

- e
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ks e for Fdinhurghand start my studics. Mocher serived and
1 he

leaving soon angwar. hut Mosie had 10 continue working,

we fad a Jovely e wogether. | gave g job. as | won

altrough he 10k 2 lew dags off from time o time. Mether tohd us
that the sitsation in uope

 especlly in Polind was quite

fense but people were getting used t0 it and anyway. what caukl

ey do about it 2 by par
e
when they came 10 Palistine? Father sould net he able 10 make &
ivingz, i they sl Eada voung child at home. and Moshe and ©in
Teloaviv were sl very fr fiom becorsing sell-suprcrting, so ey
e

then stan the cigration proces,

s could no sell the business, and 1o
idates would take mone tian s year, And wha would ey do

e st thing for them woukd be o wait a livle onger and

This of course was the way of thinking of hundseds of thosands
of Jews in Palinc
whezs it came, affected s sty
that i people that could, would have run away from various
countsies in Furope, perhaps a million at leas: woudl have heen

And this was the resson w0y e Holacius

Jiions of Jews. There i€ ao doubt

sl
I the meantie. with Morher spencing fime with us, we did ror

vl aseund bus we woukl g for really ong salks in Tel-Aciv and

i e e, The
Yehuda starice

discaver new e all e tie, We lived 1
north o el v where Dizengoll Strect ad 1

i it was nteresting 1o see ol

were just beginming 1 devele

thise new buildings and 1o hope thar one day we would live

there.

s e it tna weeks of Mother's sty went by, the sinaton
bt Germany and Po.and stared 16 gt more and sore ense
nd the press i | e world sarted s predict dat
war could bk ot any day. We ot very worted and confused

and did nor know what 1© do, We and everyone aromnd s
e 10 ke sumek

sted 10 Mother that we sheuld avise 3

e aver 1 Palesting immedistely and wait there uaiil it was
Bother kept arauing that this could not be done and that
on the conray. she shoukd leave sight away on the next ship.
which might be the st one. and he with Fateer and Sueck. Whea
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Melbourne, bt the one in Daglsford was the most popular and |
d

was sure that my facher siculd enjoy it While he was away we

anew arrival in Melbourne. the Rabinowvicz fauily, srhor: 1 had not
yet met but 1 had heard of from Father and Shi
from Rachel because they were the list people 10 keep her
and their
during the holidays just

mek and recently

binawicz and his wite Have

company. Zeylek i
Imonih cld dangher Rosic aniv
before the New Year, and it was hard to find
tiem, Dt T evenwally got 2 oo for ther in o small hotel on
Flizabeth Strcer. | picked them up from the zirport and brought
then o the ol They had 1 one in Helhourne except Shhrcl
and Sala and Limeediately gat attachied o them and | enjoyed thei

ceommodation for

compuny becasse they were very friendly people. They <lso L
regards for me from Rachel because they saw her quite ofieu bfore
ey 1eft Germang. They told me that she s waiting imputiendy
for a chance 1o leave and hoped thar it would be very soon.

The next day 1 read a news item in the paper that gave me an

idea of how 10 bring Rachel out soon. The story was thet Tialians in
Belbousme who had reltives in laly waiting to come 10 Avstali

join chem could not get nansportation for morths, They became

very impatient andl decidd o chaner a plane. so they called a [ocal
e called Ansets, which flew intermally n Austzla on'y, but
ey got 4 pemai from the goverament 10 g0 1 lialy 10 bring cvt

i relatives. Whea | s Urat i the paper | stediaiely called
the Anset offce in Mellaurne and asked then i they had sooms fos
ome more person on that fight, They said that 2 fac ey could fi
i« They
told e that T had 0 10 the office and pay 250 pounds for the
ket from Rome 16 Melbourne and advise my wife 10 report as

s00m 25 possible o Uhei

in one more passenger, so | inmediarely reserved e se

cgent in Kome and hes nanse would be on
0

the fist there. Tadlvised Rachel about the good news and told her
ay 0 Rome. | knew that she would
o it ladly and in a few cays she would be in Melbourne

The Rabinowics fuily had flown to the United States fist and
thea from America 1o Sydney because there was no direet flight
from Germany o Austialia. But i yon could atford « yen could

leave Munich and go staight o
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Maslezns Tron Lebinon, refugees from Palestine. and fnsigrants
from Tarkes. A matter of Fact, walking through %he
looking at the zils. you would sce trat most of them had their

Loy and

heads covered with searves, and it looked as if you were in o
Hoslem e Because they were all mostly Ara-speaking and |
lid know Arabie, 1 could no longer convese with my fen
cmployees, unless it was 10 4 fiw of them who were sill wit

Trom carier days, or 1o the lorekdies who were Grock or alian
nglish
e man who was our main gatekeeper was a Jewish immigrant

and could soealk

trom Lebanon. One of his tasks was to disect all the pils who cane
looking for jobs o the foreladies of the secions hat required
additional workere, I was an auvantage that he could speak Anbic
with all of them, W never advenised for new stall, but people

came 1o us b w

rd of mauth, being old by ohers that we were
itiona pirls

One day 1 heard dhat there was a commetion outsick the miain
ste and that someone nearly stzbbed our gatekeeper. 1 later found
o that this ean hact mack a business out of eting i
o dheit jobs. He would tll then that there was nothing availzble
b i they gave him renty dollars, he would arrange 1o get
Uan a position. OF course 7at alwags worked. But one day o
Lebanese girl who

looking for &

isin 10 apply

ad sared working with us, talked 1o Fer
forelady abuout it The forelady tld the girl that the joh had beca
availibie and that we even aceded more gis, and said trat she

should nat have paid the patckecpe
et hushand about it and he came 1o the garekesner the next
and demanded teie tenty dollass back. The gatekeeper did not

hing. The girl then wid

want o give it 10 him becasse he krew i e retorned die

money 10 one pe
athers. S0 the husbanc took ot 1 knife and started o aiack I
Ve man of course got s ety dollrs ack and kil

We had 10 keep tis galckeeper on ih
orhervise vey rliahle, but we magle hins p
any of the girs that were sill with s

san. b might have 10 gve 1@ back 1o all e

¢ oh heciuse he was

hack the money 1

T oy seal problum we hac now was that Mottel Korman was
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it was all aver. she s, chey would came to Palestine

here sas non much e Tft o argue because this was dhe ki
ek i Augest and the ship was leaving in two days. We 100k
Merher 10 11 t sce her off, not knowing that we would never

Loaking: ek nesw, we know how stupid we were et her go I

we would hiave snsisted that she stay wit s, we would probubly

Teave saved ber lfe. Butat tat tine Modier kept on arging i if

when the war from 1

st and she would he separat her

and Sumek, s would be so worried all the time that she woukd

ot e abile o sarive and it would kil ier for sire.
56 she Jefi il for Constanza and aziived these while there was
stll e in Europe. She 201 an the taiz to g0 through Ronania to

Polimd. Whea sl cressed the Palish brder on September 1, the

war broke out and e Gemsars invaded Poland, advancing a very
higlh speed and sonbuding Warsi and other cities and torvns
from the ¢ This cav
ale to fle 1o the eastand souslicest 10 et away from the
which was exactly against the way than Mother ed 10 go to get
ek ta Radom, The direction of all the availabic wadhe was exactly

enorious nunibe

the opposie way of where she wanied 10 g0
we
bk home, it all, and here was 70 chance of conumunica

e where she was and how she was going 10 gt

s from the newspapers, and all we
e situation was getting worse evers dy. Sa ol
sbout her withaut ang hope of getting
any information. Eventuslly the Germans occupied the whole of

[

we courd da was st worry

rned was 1

Poland, and fhe Russiars came i fou the casiern side. They
ting between hem
biefore the war broke out, and thigs quictened down i centeal

sveved e part they were promised a6 1

Korone. Althoughs tie Westem allies, [T Enghind, France, and
few oilier countrics, ceckired war on Germang on September 3

fotling was appening on hat side

But we sere fully cut off fron: hone and we hiac no chance of
etting any information. This was ho e was going by, and T car:

definitry sy than s was the wors eriod of suy life, especall

“nie
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hecause we used 1 spend auite a lot of tme togerher hefore the
war, but 1 did not know any of bis sons and caughiers or theic
‘es and not even his wife hecause his second wilc
d with in Iszzel hud died some time hefore, and he
semarried. 1His son Tiillel, whom | knew from Palestine as wel
1 sl
ty from Radom, and also bis sons Tewek and
Leon. Andl 1 knew zhals's childeen from Tel Aviv, Jack and Sarah
My relatives were al very happy 1a sec me and they were all very

hushands and w

whom he live

ived in New Zealand Abrdums oldest son D

semenbered vag

friendly, especially Pinnek and his wife Regina
1 had 10 tell shem my whole bfe story and the reason 1 lefy

Palestine. They 1old me that if | wanted Rachel w come ot t join

me, they would help me. Then they asked me whar | intended to
do in A

happy that T would be in Geelong
because his son was 4 hoarding sudkat a1 Geelong Grammar
School and he said that we should he able to meet often. In the
meantine they all insisted that | come up every Friday sight w© be
with the farily, zs was their custom, becanse 1 was parc of the

family. When | went home 10 1y room U pight, although | was
ten very lonely, felt thar somehow 1 was no longer alone at the
“end of the world.” | belonged 10 a large circle of people who were
ay relatives and who secmed o be sincerely friendly towards

And it really worked out very icely becanse not anly did we
meet on Friday nights at the old uncle’s place, but 1 was constandy
being invited for dinners and afiemoon teas and Lunches, whether
 was to David Korman's home or Stanley Korman's ar Reging and
Zalman Urbachy’s, or Ulah and Hennick Salzman’s and especily to
Pinnek and Regina’s home. The more we met and saw each other,
the better we got on, and we really felt fike a close fimily

The job 1 took on was not very dificult and, consequeatly, not
very interesting. My task was 10 wtend 10 a row o machines
spinniagg woollen yarn. i wasall awtomased except that you had to
watch (0 5

awhen i conc of raw woul was finished “Ien you had
o replace it 5o that the machine woukd nat stop. The pay was 2 bit
higher than the miniman wage. which was three pounds fiteen
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e dyeing scetion of Kories

everything 50 clearly. U was very interesting (0 see that the Jordan
Rive was a real border. On the left side in Trae] everything was so
colourful bt predominanty green. while on the tight side in
Jordan, al: you could see wass yellow sand. This was an excellent
illustation of how much the racls had acconplished over the

past few decades.

i
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i lsrael, Anntue and Hagt decided after their wedding 10 sertle
decision was that Hagat wanted to contue his studics at he
Techmion. In conjunction with that, he ok on 2 job with 4 10p

archilect i Hai

1 did ot mind their decision 21 al. Tlove it
forits beatiful views from Mount Carel, and since they would be
here for at lewsta fenw years, Rachel and I decided 1o buy an
aparment in il as well so that whe we speat our holidays in

settling

Toracl, we would Jave our own home o sy in mther han @
hotel,
Our amangement naw was that we went to lsrael for Rosh

Feashari and for Pesach, and e
ks, T el suited us very well hat these holidays came o in
the fal and i the spring: <0 that we did noi have s be there it

h e we stayed for about six

the pericls of s heat, For the st v visits, we stayed a1 the
Dan G s
nder ¢

mel Hotel becsuse the aparzzt we had bought
Stzectar thee o of the

mstractian. 1t was lacared o Froud
uld not be conpleted until the lollowing,

Carmel Farest, and 1 v
¥

vttt aned Fgai bought an apanemert as wel, which was st
weing conupleted. We erioged staying with dher and admirng the

beaniiul view o the hay it an, whes we moved o oar
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time 1 didnt want 10 o back to my parcats and lie in Poland ke
Rayzel dlid o Frydman. Then | received 1 letier from my uncle

Ve Gentreme right) oniside the
Techmion wih vy puis
ceian and Gollhorn,

e et i) ity s of e Techision ciassanaies

“raie
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subieet 1o the new Communiat systen, where they would have
heen now perseced b
And

Narshall Pilsudski, seas fvourahiy inclined towand the Jews and

e o theit ceonomic postion and

cligious feel it the leader of fhe Polish Republic

affcially granted dhem complee equality nd freedom of choicy

This Cocs not e, liowe e, i his was the feeling or atitude
o the Polishy peaple or goverzment officiads. but at least it was

sovemiment policy, and it belped the Jews in Poland to develon @

h s heiped ©

stiving for modernizszion azd i dexire @ improve their o

stution throngh led work and edue
s the Zionis: moverent s thus eniced most of th
eopli tajoin the youth grops like Haboni,

sshomer, Tapocl
Betar, e, The number of hays who went 1@ veshiva began 10
decine dea
ity of th

cally andl although moss boys stared off in clieder. the

specially erested, govenument-recognized private Jewisi schaol

m continued ther education in public schools and i

where they recervec al education & the Palisi

anguage 15
seell as Hebrew education in a varicty of subjects.
blished

In addition. @ chain of schoois cilled Tarbut was

acrss the countey, where dll subjects were Gught i Hebrew. This

the Zionist movement iud become
el it

i children math s physics in Hebrew becaise in

s, of course, 2 anont y

50 stramg that some people the i cuite nomal 10 teach

would all end ap in Palestine. Some of the more ssimilated
Tamilies sent their children to Palish schoal, bt these the stucents
it 1o stzend sehool o: Satuhgs, wiile in he Jewish school. they
attended on Sundags insead

Bven universiies became open o Jews, bt the authortics
nt

ntroduced what was called in Latin numserus clnsus, which me:

e s the Jewisht populiion in Poland cousitared 10% of the
| populaion GO Jews out of H0CI0IEN. the

percentage of Jews it was allowed 1 siud

ly ar any eniversiy i
Poland was limited ¢ 102 of the itahe

1
nishes] school emigraied 1o other Buropean countries for further

created @ new tend. Young Jewish people who

study, and most of them never cume ek, The bigaest auraction

coie
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ahesd of e season because i 1ok 3 few morls for the material

toarive, and you had 1o know what kind of printand shar colours

were going 10 b in fashion the nest summer

Luckily, in Austzalia it weas casier 10 follow the fashion ©

anywhere else The point is that when summer hegins in
sope and people are stting Lo Ty 1heic summer clorhes. it is
winter i Australia, so we have six months 1o follow the fashion
e of the Furopeans hem over o Australia before our
s
10 Furape and buying theis samples there sd had plenty of fme to
copy then f

summersians. The well-established manufy

the local market, But | could ot yel

‘ord 0 g0 10
Furone and [ did not have the time for it, 50 1 bouglu a variery of
Furopea

fushion megazines. | could see that the Falian designs

were the mast suitable for our elientele hecause their fashions were

of & simpler, more standardized style thaa those of the Frencls or

e Germans. | decided 1o make up some samples bused on what

saw in the magazines. This year we would sl use any fabnic that

we coukd buy locally from the importers, but next year we would
st 1o fmport our own materidl

Annetie staried 10 g0 10 kindergarien. The school was quite @
distence saway o where we lved, 15 it belonged to the Caulfickd

. Rschel i 10 ke her every mornimg by tran, [t was some
distance to gt o he tram and some ditance 1o

i from the

o the Kindergarten. 0 it tack her sbout an hout.

e in the carly
aftesnaon Rachel b to g back thete and pick her p. but she did
not mind. When she wet ta pick up Annetic 1o ke her hoe.
Rachuel especial’y crijoed seeing that the teacker. M
weas akways holding our daughter by he han. AU Brst Rachel was

i Weiss

surprised and worried that sometbing had happened. bt Sarenk

Gasthe eacher was called) saie that Annette was such alovely ehikd
that st could not et e o For misute, snd she s loved 0 Fold
o 10 her, This confped what we al

il bt ¢ s vy gratifing t© hear 1@ o soricone che

dy ke ahont our litke

The children were growing up lovely and without any more
problems. Borh Annetie and Staney were a oy to be with, and

Rachel alsays kept thent up in the evening so that we could al)

aare
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etween all depariments o il the flow of production is akwiys

anganized perfeatly, fom the receiving of Ty merils ta the

dispatching of the Ristcd goods.

One nore warnin

s something 1 have acully mentioned «
few times: Do ot make any hasy decisions. IF you have an
important decision o malke, do wit | always sy, “seep on iL"
You will find that by the ne
earer. and any deci
And one mor
ipo
You willfind that logic s 25 mportant a5 Luc

*morming everything will ook much

son vou malce will b much more logical

word: logie. To me. this is ane of the most

ant ways of acting. Always 1y 10 be logieal while reasoning,
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aff andl we would have o buy Tormiture 0 sui oy needs. This

uld take ot 2 year, eapecially since we would ot be a

at when we hought our ap:

all the time. We had done
i, but that was ten ears aggo and we were fen yesrs younger
thent

Angway, we gl on 1o an fnte:

for decorstor who bad done up

few apartments n the building. They were in vasious styles, from

heavy cle casual holicy seyle. e shawed us around sa thar
e could instruct bim as 1o whict type we wazted. We: ok hin
it we fiked the one he showed us os the cleventh floos, whicl

was done in a casal boliday home style. which he siid was called

i

in the US, West Const style We setted with him that as we were

feaving the Tollowing week, Anneiie would negosiate with him

b all the amangements.

However, e called us e nest day 1o say thac he bad dinner it
the people that lived in the sparment that we kked. and they told
i ehat they svere prepared o sell it o s because it had become
o small for them, Being now a famity with four chiléren. |

contacted them immediely and afier & v

1y short mceting, we
Benght theieapariment. including all S farmure, on a
Australa is called "walk in, walk ou.” 17

thatin

s means that the previous
awner walks out and leaves everything, i the new owner walks
in. they told us that it i taken them over to years o decorate
and aurange the apaniment, and they lived in it for less a3 year,
We were very happy abuut our purchase hecause we had saved
vusselves two years of dealing with &
i meditely obined a heawtiiul home, with a lovely open

e

variety of tradesmen

view in a cental location, right hetween the homes where our
dlildren lived.

Whenever we were in Jerusalem, we were never slone, ot even
lor 4 single day

en though the children were all busy. we et
every day for dinmer whether i their homes o i ours orin various
resurans

i we also spent aliemoons toget

either with

one
Sy or from time ta time with

of them togerher
Annerte was busy in the affice whese they were ninning their
sew undewear factory called Bord

i, They had split up wits
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ehiliren and granduhildren would ave nseed ot as wel. for |

would ot e askied then szt 1 pley when they were e
sanley would not have won the ABC (Austalian Broadcasting
Corposation) piano compation lor Vielhoume and \ctoria while

was 2 medical stdent, s Mich

woulkd nst live feen tnvited

10 pli the cell Tor the Tsraeli President Chaim Herzoz, when she

s ceven yeass okl

B et us leave those stories for ler wd get hack 10 my

1 amentioned thar | wod

isten 1o the Warsow Philbarmonic
concerts on the radio. which for some rea
only

on were broadisied

nights. Religious peeple might wosder how core

«allowed e w6 lisen 0 the radio on a Friday night
It L have anyihing beter 1o do? B | must s

parents although they were very Orhodos, were ilso progressing
with the times. We wore notallowed ta twin the racio o7 or off i
they did not mind my having it on. | cannat secill whether [was

allowed o change stations o7 not, bu T elear

remember it when

we bought the racic, it created a problin for o carernker e it

off

as Tentioned hefore. prior to having a live in non-Tewist girl
when Sumek was 2 by, Lie building caretaker used 1 conte up 1o
our flat bt 1031 e on Friday n:ghts to torm ofl al
Gt that period i the e 1920, we in Pobind knes noth
omati

s

agabout

mess and similar sell-winding instnumerts ) He

g0 T0m 007 1 o0 it e offall the fights, one by one. or e
price of a chaliah. According tothe Hilacha, o one was allowed 10
el i what 10 do, ot L
nver seen a raiic before and here suckdenly e had anotker tin
o tuen aff, bt v i ot it sefore Shabias
1 hac 10 7l i something
i 1o him i Polish, ke han shuc up.” The cre

dradly knew s way arosnd. He ad

Father did not know what to do, b
o he

. bt how <o you do it So Fatier hed (0 show i which

Ko o tura which way, bt aftes that be did iton his own every

Friday nigh.

ents used 1o enjoy the sadlio and they liked t listen nor <o
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PRRC O PIESEIE Ere aoticcalhe s instlled et n the
dining o window with an inser o rellect a night on the
Foorpath qeross the soad This was ot unusual i @ sl place
ke Radonm. il anyore s walked by at night Stopped 10

A el our

e message invdling e 1o conie s,
clientele increascet and we went through the bad ecannsic period
doin quite well. A couple of geas bter, when o lirge cosmetics
shop in the front arci of oar building became vacan, we moved

18 by faing the

o o it and increasead o business enrn
et level 2l geting & mich larger space For tad. A1 the same
0, of course. by moving the shop front the it Foor, we

inereased the arca of our 1o neary double the size ad were

able & five much more cornforably
The Depression of 1929 fasted for many yeass, st least wnil the
1939, and the siwtion in Pokind was very

s and,

Second Wold W i
statie: There was absolutely no builing sctiviy, 25 the

denand for citer wesidential or conmercial prape:
comsequently, these ws no business expazsion. No new stores

wert apened and no Fetorics were estblished. People lived all

Cuar b on Zevsnsticss Sivest 1935
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Wil wrtten in Viddis®, witt a ot of quotations flom the Torats and
e Taliud. exphining 10 s what @ tereble thing we were doing

ndl how we were sinnisg cnd seting 2 Biad example o ! the orher

Jewis' shop e, We were really shocked, especially since we
did s ko who had wiitien e leter, 1t few diys ver wee
fonand out fro e sha o Moczycer Rabbi, Reb Yankele,
it

or

e rihi had wiitiens the Tetrer He bad ccived seports shout
st s s distrbed, e could hardly hefieve what he bad heen

G, Sewing s we were being clastised by our own rabb, 0 whom

we went for prayers every shabbat, we hid 16 give up our zew
modernizing proect and get back 10 wearing hats in the shop.

G story. 1 believe that we have now

resched the point where 1 stanted schiool and setfled dows: afie

Few mishaps. 1 already menzioned that it was 4 modemn sehool
whene the officil lisguage wes Polish, I was owned by Jewish
Sociery Tor education ealled Pyl Wiedzy, which means

Triends of knowledge.” Al the tachers were Jewssh, as well as all

the stacdents, Aot it was the orly school i Radom that was

— e D il together The only

separation oceurred during physical educasion ke gymistics ane

sports, A nansral sepution also occured in ol e desks
swere double henclies atached 104 doulie bl k1 ever
w4 boy and « gil siting sogether. alihosgh there was no

sequences in the o, and the pairs were mised. The searing wirs
chosen by the Kids themselves, so gils preferred o st wile gtk

wndl boys widh Poys so that they coukd converse freely betveen

themseives. 4 for our teachers. we had Dot sudes and fervales

From wliat T remener. we had male teachers for Tebiew. Lutia
Chemisiry, and Physics, and el instucioss for all other
subjects.

& gl named Niussa Drlich and [ were the youngest students

our class. She was bora on Feonuary 5, 1919, makin Ler

younger than 1 wes. All e others were about 1 sear ol

iy well in all sijects exeent spoits, but L neves in the top

ranks academically. mainly hecause 1 liked 10 fool sround and live

fun, For instance. as it was 1 private school fully naintained by the
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apenee @ sinilar shop of fis ow: - Daerdashery of lacies and

ssores and generd perciandise. 1 e bulding on the

i steet where my parens [ved there was s fiont shop vacan

the largent coom of the s or the store. witly «

St enance for custoers

Although we lved o e G oor, ey pasenis apgarently

managed 1 gt enouglt pople 10 walk

c tront of the burkding ey 5 up a dis

cabinet 1 show what merchanise they were seling. They ade o

lot of sles by promting (he store s 3 special source of busgains

and disconns. My faher, being o penerations removed o the

csstgacher, did no e 10 sel 0y vineggin i insiesd branehod

it e, fudies and childrens uadervear. shirs, blouses,

pllowcrs andd kit plos ¢ wide wray of gene
st s tovs, vy, eding ghsses, perune, cosmetics, and
stirdressing cquipent

iy mother's mothes Rad a il way of e, Her husband Ly
i grandiatkert h
attack, and eft hee wit sl childeen and

e dalsa died ot the age of fony. of ¢ hear

@ grocery siore. I

o ved with he

her case, 1 maried v the store. As a yoiing

oy Tuseal 6 love 10 o o the store and wader arcnr e Lz

displays of grocery products in encnious sacks for in those days
nothing was pre-packaged. Faur s sug, and maay oder
comodites were kept i bulk and weighed for each customer a5
requiredl. They also sakd chocolates and Tolipops. and 1 could

ting somedhiny, sweel 16 e 17 was cspecially

convenient, s e
and they ved upstairs of
andl two sstors and a sister who died afier giv

hop was located on iy way Lome foor selool

e store. My mother had fwo brothers
fines

itk 2

cagluer, Y

ehever, who was adopred by ansther childless sister

Tovale. S0 they were six CRildren. My faber o s cne of six -
e it ane brother and fonr sisers, S fhere i 4 cerin
sty Detween the bwo G, escept thar my sher wes the
hind s the Zily e, Hor iy

name was Porznrk and my granduoters uiden nane

rd my mother

the ye
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can ou do a thing like that, now that we hope thas very soon we
may et the Brtish out of here, and we will probably have our avn
state, and you are leaving at this time ©0 g0 10 the galutto a goyishe
country where everyone will ate you.” He wamed me not 1 tink
changing my rame or dressing
aus and pretencing 10 be 3 gov: “When you walk
down the street” he said, “even from hehind everyone will s

that | conld hide my Jewishness b

ke the Aus

it

Yo are Jewish and you cannol escay h he asked me if | had

advised the Kormans in Ausralic, and what their reaction was.

1 explaincd tht 1 was not rying W escape from Judaism and |
had not advised the Kormans in Aus
there hecause | could ot sand the summers in Tel-Aviv and |

malia and 1 was only going

would ty 10 find a way of making 4 living there, especially
y Tather also intended 1o get to Australia 25 soon as possible. T did
ot meztion that | was going a5 a student by

that he mght spoil something for me. | also did not tel him how

se T was worricd

s which way | was soing o tavel. And | certainly cic ot want 0
Dring up arguments about how and why it s that is chklecn and
grandclildren, brothers and sisters, and Faher all ve in Austalia
and it does ot seem 10 upset him as much as my goiag fhere. S0 |
suid goodbye 1o him. He did not wish me a good joumey or
anything like tat. Al he said yeas, “You wil be back soon

il a0 go through a facewvell pasy as Hemdenmatz, where
they were really somy 1o see me o aad leave thean because they all
e me here, the bosses and all the salesmen. T promised i
would keep in touch with thee and tell them all aboe my trip and
about Avsialia

We il bad a4 week before the deparue from [aifa. Rachel had
aleady maved in with the Pick family, and [ moved into Sumek’s
plice on Nachmani Srcet, Since we had already liquidaicd
cxerything and 1 had packed up for the ip, the only thing e s
I notdisproscd of was Pegy because 1 wanted 1o keep our lle
dog s long s possible. 1 looked for a good home for her where
she sould be swelcomed and | eventually found a place: for hes in

north Tel-aviv with & youngs couple who were expecting a baby
and wanted something to play with in the meantime.
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aunt came from New York and Znlek’s broter came from
Belgium. Allin all, it was really a wondesful eclebrarion

Very soon afterwards, when Anncie and i ol back 1o
Jerusalem, the;
married. They didn't want 1o put i off much bonger, s0 the wedding
would he taking place in Jerasalen in Octoher, We were very
excited of course

clled 10 tell us that they had decided 1o got

gomg 10 celebrate two of our

ehildrens weddings in ane year.

Because there: was not e ime left umil October and we had
o prepace everything for the wedding in Jerusalem, we had o
possble and we had 10 take Melinda
with us. S0 we had (o arrange wirh ber scool o allow her o leave

leave Belhourne 15 scor

ey did, and they also promised us U she would be promoted to
the next level even though she would be oy

S0 we lef for Jerusalem, Stanley and Bety were going o come
Tater, st before the wedding, and so were some of our [
selatives, This time w

did nor move into 1 hotel because we wee

planning to stay for at least two months, so we rented a house at
ambam Street. This was much more convenicat and we felt more

ome. We staned making preparations for the wedding. Lyen
divugh

nette wanied u small receprion, we were stl going ©
haveitat the Kingg David Hotel. he niaringe cercmony would take
place at the Hariassi Synagogue on Ussishkin, We lud made al the
amangements with the o, and we began o organize the
reception with the hanquer manger of tie King Davil

W had arcived before Rosh Hashana, so we cclebrated the ner
year with the family. Then canc Yom Kippur, We were at shilefor
the services, unc when Tstepped autside ot dbout oe oiclock for a
bt | saw a ot of cars and motorbikes going through Ussishin,
That was, most unusual bec

¢ there was absolurely never any
kind of traffic in the Holy City on Yom Kippier. When | called some
arhers cur

de 1o Took, they said that thes were ot sure ut there
scemed to b a call-up of the reserve soidiers for sone enaergency
and they all had 10 ceport for dury. | et heck into Shufe ta get
Rachel and we walked howe, T pui on the sadio and, samrisiegly, it

was working,. Golds Meir annaunced tat tsrael liad been attacked

-
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and anorher generation comel

Dut he et ahideh for cve
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Chapter 1 verse 4
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told that when the Arabs ad oceupied Jerusalem in 194, they ook
iy of the headstones and used them for building roads. The

ol did quie a sl thing dusing the Nazi occupation in ity
Jewish cemeteries all orer Pokind. But T was very surprised that
Yochesec and her hushand, wio had inherited 2 ot of morey from
Auntic and Uncle ( 10 died 2 cauple of yeass laser and had o be
sicd in Tel-Avis because Jerusalen was occupied by the Arabs)
ver replaced thit nising headsione

ting to be buried on the Mount of Olives

scems 1o me 1o be @ very clear one. Just imagine when the
Mashiach comes and stars reviving all the dead Jewes. There will be
wsllions ronu all those generations over thousands of years, and i
will be very hard (o find accomodations 10 live and food 0 ¢t
and clothes o wear, but at least the ones buried on the Mount of
Olives wil he the first 10 get up, 5o it should not be taa difficult 1o
fit in amons the living.

Aftera few nights of minvan
announced that Aunt Tohale hael lefiin her will 4 pacageaph stating
that each one of her neph 1ds
and 1, being her Favourice, s
everyone accepted it and it did nat canse any trouble. However, the
yone should decide o make problems ar

all s

¢ the Feldsieing’ flat, Uncle Mote]

ews and mieces would get 500 pous

el et 1000 paunds, providing that

will stipulated. if
e o court, eah nliesitance would be cutin

perhapsi
very happy Lecanse Ao how incredibly sisgy Aunt Tobale
aly spressed at

was, 1 did ol expect amthing, and 1 was espe

baatds and closers werc

s have abready metioned, all her cup
of new hings that were never used during hee lifetime beca
ey might get used up and it was 4 ity o spoil acw hings, 1 alked

e o the

t her other nephews and nieces and advised them &

Lerms of the will but they considered me o be prejudiced becase

Tgot so mieh more. They were sure they could also lepally denand.
more, and they stared 10 aanoy Unele Motel with a varicty of
tawyers and heated s that
everyane got anly hall the promised amouat. Asa result. Tgot only

arguments. The sesull of course

300 pounds, hrough 0 fult of my i, But at least s money
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be. 101 off the train and checked in my suitcases at the station
hecause I lid not know anything about Melourne, and | had

Fm T afier three months of ravelling, | was where | wanied to

10 idea where Twas going to stay, ar least for the first day or two
il 1 looked
decided a long time before, [ would not approach any of my
selutives in Melboume, a5 I did not want ay forced assistance of
any kind, <0 possibly once | settled in and was independently
established, then | would arrange to mee: them.

tion 07 10 Spencer Steet, 1 asstmed

round and found 4 place 1o live. s | had already

When | went out of
that the msin sizeet must be the ane opposice the starion running
straight up. 1t was called Bourke Strect, so 1 deeided to walk along
et street and 1ry o finl & hotel to stay at for a few days and look
avaund in order to gt 10 know the cty. After a few blocks | went
into the fist hoel 1 ¢

e

e o and was told that because of Cup Day
that coming Tuesday, they were fully booked. Farier up, after
another ten minites walk, [ suw 1 lacge hotcl called The Menzics. |
walked in there and got the same response. S0 1 kept on walking |

saw another arge hore] snd T thought mayhe the saying “Tird time

ucky” might work lire the way it Gid in Perth, <0 1 went in. Bur |
o the same answer, The man a the reception desk rold me thet

Tor bclhonrae, this week was the busiest season for hotels and they
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e o S T e e i Sl
e b Pk

saw. From th

ough Romani 1o Constanza.
Polo
opany. The ship tavelied regularly

v Constan o Jalf
was five days, including stopovers in Isanbul, Athens. and

R

Alesandria,
e she bad done

For Blother, this was alreadly 2 reaulac e b
bt o e it was very exeiting, Meting so

it few times before,
many new peapl who becume fendly hecise we were i
1. having evervonc tell vou the

ogerher for five days an close quar

st thriling of

tary of thei i and their pians forthe fiure and.m
ferent from the

all, visitng those historcal cites that were so

places | was used to, 1 wirs really a tremendous experience o

itk T will remember my fist e by ship s i it happened only

ccently, yet it was exacily sty vear ago! T hink §am a hom sailor

because alihough nearly everyone on the ship was sea sick. i ¢id
o affect e, In fact, during all my sea voysges in e | never felt
any discomfort, even when the waters wew siomy and large

waves hit the deck,
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bucause the thieat to the Middle Fast and o Palestine was

compleiely gone. and everyone there could reiax and hope that
perhaps this success would chinge the general siarion on all the

war fronrs. Al the prossure o the Movement Control Unit aned

The RTO's was reduced enon i of soldicrs

ously. i now the
and equipment was going mainly the other way, out of Egypr
Ireceived an offer from headquariers (o take off six weeks from
Abu Sultan and go to Tmailia for an officers raining course 50 that
1 could become an oficer. as | was ully recommendd for it by
some superiors at headquarters. 1 was very proud and of course
happy about it and ©inquired for decails <hout the course. When |
registration forms with the Fll detzils, | ead thas more
than half the e of s offcers couse ¢
exercise, such a5 runming, taking long marches, Umping,
crawling, crossing rivers suspended by wires, and similer things, al
of which really scarcd me off. s you will recall, [ was never any

onsisted of twsts and

physic

gooda school when e had anr o

physical exe

e.anc even s
houss a week, I was the only one who could not climb up a wal
Tadder or jump over 1 pummel horse, something that all the othes
edand

oy did easily. My gy te

ter aceepled i and Lwas exce

stil got good enough marks 1o pass. So. needles
preparcd 1o put myself through such a physical clal
adult, in an even more ardious form!

105y, 1 was not

e s an

But il it was difficul for me 10 make the decision. T would have,
loved to hecome an officer and be respected by all the soldiess
around me but T was sure thit | could not get through the physical
of the cousse And 0 start the course and fail becase of e

twould be very toalish. So ©inquied 1 could perhaps
be exempred from the exercises and fust do ke general aining
part. The answer came back that i cauld not be done
could not make an exception tothe sule. So 1 decided
ot 1o accep the offer and 1o Frish my anny caree: a5

“The only other ex
mechanics shunted ane of the trains it the wepair section and
naticed four cars fully loaded and sealed and addressed 1o the

a way

st serg

g cvent accured about a month later. The

headguarters of the American arny section, The corporal who was

1o
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academic year, we would not be so busy snymore hecause there

would be few lecuzes and o

tings, and only a few more exams

50 it uoned out taat | wouid be abie 1o spend  fex days cact week
in b

oure, That was of course cxactly what [ had hoped for, and

T decided that he time had come when [ should star some sort of
pusiness. T did not exactly know what 1 should do, but being
inolved i textle studies For nearly the whole vear, T houghtdiat 1
should stay on in textles, and that meant cilher reuiling or

facturing. L did not pasticularly want o star off doing rerailing
in Melbourae because
enarmons varieties of gor

@ were so many farge stores there il
T would not feel stiong enough o
start a it shop o compete with them, and it would take me years
0 achicy

 someting
S0 chat Jeft manufacusing, but even this presented o proble
becanse: | was fot very technically minded and | cauld not be sure
ehat 1 svoukd have any machinery that operated efficiently. So 1
decided that 1 would 0 into something which was called “mike
up” That meant that yoi: bought the raw material or the yam and
you had an established manufacturer “make it up” under yous
company name and then you sold it as your proghuct, This suiied
me perfecty because 1 kncw by now nearly cverything there wasta
Know about Fabrics and yarns, and 1 also knew from my parents’
store s Radon how the prodict should look and how t establish
quality control. 14150 kasew how 10 ensure thet the costs were right
becuse at the College T stadied about fficiency and productivicy
S elt quite contident that | could gt inta this sort of business and.
1 decided o star right away,

hought

e best and casicst way would be o scart 2 men's line

e was o Bshion invoived T eliose whar | fell woukd be the

aplest — mens smglets made of

pon, and men's cardigan
sweaters knitied from pure wool. Al 1 had o do now was to b
the cotton fabric and the woollen yam and find to mansacnurcrs
who would make up samples for me. Then 1 would ke the
snples o buyers in the Tourke Sircer stores who would give me
oxders for the goods. So 1 bought some cotion abric and found a
Factory 1o make: up the singlets for e, But when T went around to

- e
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aecasion, wnd of couse o did Annerte. She

e with Hagai
mething was developing

waiddt zuade us ik ot
between them, bt we did nat know for sure. Beity's uncle snd.

e il grom... Sianiey a i

waore
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Bt he weding sl ook place st only 4 slight day. s soon
as the fighting ended. It hac to be 4 snull wedding, 50 it was
armanged for an after
with no music and with the attendance of only their clo
as well as family and relatives. Luckily they were zble t get a
photographier (black and white photos oply), and the pues

oon at the Givar Ram Universiy syzgogue.,
fisends.

were
served a buffet of drinks and hors d oeuvres

And their marriage turned out beautfully, even though it siaried
off with a modest wedding. But as  said hefore, the type and size of
the wedding has norhing 1o do with the future of the married
couple

Now back 10 our wedding. After the ccremony under the chisppa
was over, we hadt a light buffet dinner prepared by Aunt Pola and
the Family, and some wine. We all sat around and talked. Various

The bride qid groom with my e brotbers, Rackel’s o st
cousin Vst

people pramised us all Kinds of wedding presents, which we
would receive as soon as we were discharged from the arny
because at the time, we could not keep anything anywhere, a5 we
i no residence.

The trouble was that we never received anythisg from anbody
hecause they all convenently forgot their promises! When we were

“2me
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taken neacly five years o reach this stage, we believed that things
would now move at & much faster rae.

Since our wedding, Kachel and | really had a very relaxing time.
We got together as ofien a5 we could. About micyear we had a
week off, which we spent in Tel-Aviv, We were s0 happy to be with
Hoshe and Sumek again andl all our relatives. But later n the year,
Rachel was going back to her unit from a weekend we hadi spent in
saumilia and 3 e was gerting off the van that she had beea given
aliftin, she fell and sprained her ankle

Rachel and 1 hoth ageeed that this would be the right time for her
o ask for a discharge from the army. They had already started 10
discharge gifls for variovs reasons, 2nd we both thought that it
would be good for her (o go back 1o Tel-Aviv and st civilian life
there before 1 completed my tour of duty, And thar's the way it
happened. Within a month Rachel left Egypt and setled back in
Vel Aviv. She go: a job a5 & live-in mother's helper for a very nice
family named Schreer, tking care of their two lite boys

4 couple of months afcr tal, s there was not much (0 do in
Abn Sukian anymare, | was eansferred to Port Said. This was stilla
wery husy port. and the heacquarters for the whole arc was there. T
became the RTO of Port Said, which was quite a big ciry. A few

O she tras o P Said
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S,

Our agastment G roos, sindy
and 16of garden (et page) oi Toorais Road, 1955

modern office where the windows were fully locked and a mchine
installed in the buiding roderatcd e aianc the temperure. But
ucki’. Zeylek found a doctar's premises on the sixi’ floor of the

s
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fnmigrants and rwrmees and it saled the same rowe a5 ihe
Fulonia - theough Turkey, Grevee, and Egypt, For me this tip was
0 s esciting anymore, being my hird time, but L was very hapoy
10 e able to show off 10 boshe and tell him all 1 knew abovt the
places we vised.

As it s ill Febriary, the s was very stomiy

d most people

were seasick except Moshe and e, s we were not allecied by the

shicky ship. T remenber there were many times when we swent into

Dardly anyone these because no one

1hedining oom that theze v
Id
gal time right throngh. Althongh before we hed left Radom we
were quite avare of the tense political situation, we did not have
s ecling of vrgency 1 get oul becanse we gradually got wsed to

w Most people were Iying in bed, but the 1o of us ad 4

e b siews, especially i it was happening at 2 slow pace, and we
aceeped it as past of daiy fite. But having seen the army
sobilizaon in Rowania, we realized that peting anay fom
Poland was the right thing at the right e, But we would v o
ensere that the rest of the family should advance their deparuze

schedule and join us in Palestine. Moshe and 1alked about it quite
lox during the voyage, and we decided o leave i« unil our mother

rivedd in 4 few mosths and we would discuss i fully wilk her

W ad a very enjogale teip. and wa hoth had  very good e
visiling the interesting, son-overs. Afier six days, we got olf in
Haifa, | was very bappy o shaw dosie around i Haift. Eoom there

100k & bus 10 Tel-Aviv and went 1 the Feldseins. Auntic and
Uncle insisied that we
place w live in. They were very zice 1o us the whole 7me

i with them and no look for any oth

Moshe started 1o loak for  job. e was aceepled as 2 trince

rier of

mechianic for car engines at Goldberg's, who was the iy
Chevrolet, They Uid 1ot pay b oy wages while i was being

e, Bt s as m0t o exploit i e received one ponnd per
manth for six s By then e ok ke the trade and wonld
et Iull pay. Moshe was quite bappy and he strted 10 work
immediarely. Bus 1had a problem deciding what o do dusin those
sis months that | wor
scortand, First of il 1had 1o start leaming English so dhat

stay in Palustine before leving for
ould

cisme
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AsTmentioned
year during the Ghrismas o

ore. Rachel and | decided to go o Issael cvery

days. Somerimes we 1ok Melind

with us znd somctimes, when T could ot go. Rachel went wirh
Annete and Melinds, We always stayed at the HiTion in Tel vy

where e used 10 get together wifh the whole Banily. We also went

o Jenssalen and spent some tie there. | remenber when we 100k
Helinda

e bl fust spent a4 couple of weeks in Tel Aviv, which sl enjoyed.

i s For the frs: e, wher: she was eight years ol and
wery mich, and then we wen 1o Jerusalem, When we got there,
© antived in Tl Staying in
he were in Ausirlia o in
an that she was
tsrael, Only after having amved in Jerusalem could she see the

Mlinda suid, “Ob, now we
Tel-dviv mace her feel as i
oustrs, but she dd not have the fpres

ome

real Tozzel the way she had imagined i 1 be. L could not disagree
with her. Gioing o @ Jewish school i a Jewish environment and
taking some Hehreaw lesson in Melbourne was similar o staying &L
the Hilton Hotel in Tel-Aviv with e Hebrew heard amang al the
English spoken there

When Melinds
made hr a ithday paty in  lasge cafe i Jerusalern opposiie
Jafta Gate near the Tower of David, and we invited the whole
Family 0 celebrzte with us.

ismed ten, we had her with us i lsiael as well

Gerting back t I in Australia, Annelte was now at universicy
nd Sianley w
wricultion exans, While only five subjects were respuired 10 pass
the final ex
leam outside: of school. This

in il year of bigh schaol, presaring for his

s he chose niae, including French, which he had to

et his headmasier very much

beciuse he was sure that Stanley would, under namul
circumstances, do exiremely well Bul by tkizg on oo wuch, and
espe

prize student was reducing his chances for success. Bt Sanley

up

anyway. His name was. inscribed on o
school, but Stanley did zot know abou it becanse right after his
xams, e wenl o0 G 10 Fucope and Il 1 was his Brse trip

ally subjects that were not even required, he fell that this

refused 10 giv y subject, and he

ed top of his class

e honour board st the

out of Australia
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neral nsanager, be was ireplaceable, That proved ta be tue. and
alu:

sgh we tried o variery of people with the highest

recommendztions and e best references. we could nor find

anyore like Allan Newns,

Having, spent nearly 2 vear iing 16 set someane 10 help e
good secretary, 1 this mught reduce the workload that 1 had <o
hand

without any success, [ tought that 1 should perdips 1ry 10 ¢

n my own sihout the help of 1 general manager, L unti
that time 1 had never had 1 secrerary because the way 1 workel. |
never needed one. Allkough eur prociction s very high and our
sales were in the millions of do

s, Tnever bad 1o write & letter 1o
anyone because, 17 my opinion, wiiting leiers was & waste of
IF1 had 3 problem with someone, why stould 1w a letier 10
explain it and then wail for an answer. Then wh

ived | might
0t be quite satsfied with it and then |
and wait for the next

el have 1o write again

nswer, As far

51 was concerned, th
telephone was the hest solution and you could resolve any
¥ ar arguing sbout it on
the phone. And for that [ didnt need 2 secretzry's help, as | could
ask the gir) at the switchboard © place the call for e, or 1 could

problem with anyone by speating, dir

dial she number directly
Also, e door 1o my offiee was never closed, and anyone who
wanted 10 5

e me for uny reason 2t all could always come in

without wa sppointmens 1 1 had someone with me, the person

who wanted 1o sew me conld either wait ar come back. And my
sartners and Tnever had any meetings n my office where we had
o get the minuies writlen dowa 1o b Laier Tollowed up or carsicd
ot Our Business m

ctgs were mostly

aup aftes, cther 211
vt spotin the factory or with the pesson that i refesrec w and
itk plice wherever that person was working, zotin our offic
And i e conld noartive i a solution on the spot. ther as | have
mensianed before, 1 rever said 0 o any s

ggestion or proposal
a0t 1 always said tht | would sleep an it 1at overnight periecd

ified exerything, and the next morming | could make the right
decision

S0 really, what dic | need a sccreaasy Gor? And 71 i have ane
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S0 impor in te retail trade because puriasing in o s s

wfien selfservice with o one 1o anend 1 vou, bt s sill

portant in selling o manuficturers o
Lewmizg how 10 sell in my parents’ sop paidl off for me whes |

aned & business in Melboume. 1iook o e of skizis lrom Kortex

new and upknown brand, to sell to the big stores. The firs clivza

W16 et was Myers. Department Store. | was

alkaid o o p

c fashion floar 1o compete with ol the wel o

“

neme-brand manufacturers, so | went down one floar o

serggain basement and approactied the buyer for ladies’ fishions

Miss Solomon. 1 had beer: wamed that she was @ very 1ongh
custome. bt | had t e someshere. | inieduced mysef
startect e display aur line of s, Taving eceived e wsinisg 1
home not o sush. 1 commenred (o her on cacl i

saying Uit
it oldHasionce

st

his ane might ot s e store beca

hut that one was really bheauiiul, s this one wight be 2 bi
overpriced bt that one wis seally o hargai and <6 on and so on. 1

could sell by he

ion at 1 ad mad

i impression. When |
finished displaying and exphuning the line, sk sud
Kor

me. “Mr.

it sever happene 16 me bfore that s salesan would s

that some of his fems were not very suitable or were ovprice
and that Tshould not buy e, heease everybody it cones in
©

0 me pusies everthing, sayng o beutifnl 2l o

ImEXpensive 1 is. end Tnever ever srst any of them, Bt 1 oan see

that [ can st you fully, so let

againand Lal

50 trough the Jin
give you sone orders Loy

e, o] Konman,

And 1 did et a e onde frons her. My
kinowwing he touah Bliss Solomon was suppose 10 be, could not
belicve that 1 ad goiten fris order o my fist sales it So tha wa

our iamduction 1 Ayers” basement, ane we evestlly hecime

thei st supplicr of wonen's fishions., At sone fime, | vas
Bappy that |
0 b i the quaniites that the hsearent did. and a1 Kores we

antapproiched e Fshion foos hecause

aways el an laoge quantiy sales hecause of our low profit
i
S this is how my apprenticeship in my parenis’ sio came in
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Les Kowuax

ave dinner together. We did not have any more live-in help, bt
we had a hasekeeper who came in during Ure day. We also had
very refiable haby-sitier named Miss Eales, who stayec with the
children in the: evenings when we wanied o o out, Our kids loved
her, and we had her for many years

siamily photo wih Asneste i Sty 195

We got together very oflen with Voshe and Sumek. Allhough
Sumeh wes quite setded i, Moshe had not ver managed o
cstablish angehing, The pariner ha ke had eft n Tsrael kept writing
i ard megging hin 10 cone back, Te s that they could set up s
¢ good business there by now. and he made it clear that he
Uhoght Moshe wars wasting his time in Ausiafia. Afler a while,
Moshe twos his advice and
sorry ecause we would miss him very much, but i wa

ey decided 10 go back. We were sl
his

decision il we could antinterfers. So we waited with fhem at the
dock for the Ilian prssenger ship o anive, and we waved
goudbye o my brother and his family s they sailed back 10
ferael
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was 14w Bought rural supermericets that were Biinging in nets

s, who were the
W
i probles becanse

145 and the rent was gueranteed by the 1

best esvablished in the counny ike Cole's wons

I truth, T csnnotsay thet we dic nos have

e dlid have ane

Jight problean. Brnbarrassment. When we talked
o fiends or 1 people who had lost heir assets and theie incorme in
edt us A how e you doing?™
we were embarassec 0 tell them the tzut that sty we were nos

this cnomnous crash and they

affected by it and secondly (4 ous income was increasing, all e
tirnc:

nd the income was going up because the wougher tings
became and the more the unemployment fate rose hecause of te
ild g, activitics, the less people cavld afford 1 buy
From reguls

halt in

shops, sa wore and more people were purchasing
rict
customers, were constanly compering with each otter by offering
burgains all
rercentage rental, gave us a consistently fncre

their requirements from Cole's and Woolwenth's who, 1o

e Their lease with s, being based on turmover

ing monihly ren.

which was exacdy the opposte 10 everyone e’ inconse
S0 as 1 said belore, heing worried about the embagassing
answer, we kept quiet ahaut our posiion and we never answered

any questions disectly. Tnside, how

er. we were very proud of
v

speculative investments fike everyone around . Aad thasks o
that, we had 4 nornel. retased, and stress
Analyzing our tatal invescnent portfolio, s could sce L
inghat 525 o longer available on the free property

wrseves that we had never become g

reedy and never iade

Gumed some
macket, Very seldor was it possible 0 buy a supertarket. now, a5
fhe peopic or insututions that owned thent ealized what & sound

vestment they had miade and they would nor sell. $o 1 staned

tinking that maybe s was the e o consider fow 10 enable

Rachel und eaysell 1o settle down permanerly i lsrael. As 1 liave

mentianed before, Zeylek told me on many eccasions that he di

ot mindl how aften | eft him alose and how fong, | stayed away
for. reassuring me that he could manage on his own and sl
nuaintain o full pastnership with me.





index-300_1.jpg
Lis Korway

Taeally should have gone 1o Stanley Korman's mil!, ¢
Woolles Mills, as he pro
did not went 10 mix business wifh sektionships. However, in e
end I thaught that magbe [ should try him, When Tapproached him
and 1ok him that 1 was looking for some woallen
purpose of making up men's cardigans, he was very b
0 me at the regular official price, w
make up the cardigans o

emary

luced dhe same yar 2 all the others, bt

made it easy for me to
i be compeitive

el Belany the price
ers. Now [ also undersiood that when it s
Litis barl to sellthe prodhct, but when
vou have difficuly obtainig what you require, then it is easicr 1o
sell afier yon produce i

he cartons of wool that 1 hought were delivered 1o Yeien

of the crher manfacn

casy

et the rw maeri

Kaitting, Mells irr Coburg, T made up a few sunples in 2 siuple
elassic siyle of & men's cardigan. | knew that 4 cardigan Tike that
solin the stores for close to three pounds, but when | worked ot
my cost and added 0 @ fair profit, 1 could sell i o the stores for
one pound six shillings, and they in tuem could selltfor one pound
19 shillings and 11 pence, wit their ull margin of ity percent
proft Th sy line 0 sell, When | went into
e firsstore | though: of, Payre's Bon blarclic at the 10p of Bourke.
Strzer, the buyer asked me how many 1 could produce. T 1old hig
five hundred and b suid, “All right. T want the lor a5 soon as
possible” As this was already December and the Christma

at scemed 10 e & good,

holidays wese araund the corner, | promiiscd him delivery at e
cad of January
By the way. 1 for

o 10 mention that 1 leamned soncthing aboc
sles protacol while offering goods 1o buyers in e stores. At this
period i the 1940 cvery man wore 1 hat when outdoors. It was
the general Eashion and thete was hardly aayone in the sreet who
walked around bareheaded, Bu when you went  indoors,
anomicall everyone wok off theirhat, And <0 did Tnshen T came
int0 2 store, but 1 wa

ol by a buyer that if 1 a sulestian who is

offiing goock, T must keep my b

tonall the time, The season was
that if there were men araund in the store whes were hareheaded,

they would be atiendkxd to inmedarely; but the pan who wears 1
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Les Kowwan

the weels and have hnel oy on s

used 10 vt them at their home in Ca

g afiernoons we

fton. All e Kormans were
also bappy sbout Father's marrage, and everyonc felt tha this was
the best amrangement for i

While Twas discussing our partership witk Motiel aa the way

we were going 10 conduct the busizcss, we both agreed that we
showld leave aut manufacturiag in the beginning and that we

should st off with buing ready-made bargzis

Specal

prices and sell them 0 stores. Then once we established our name
as peaple who deliver merchandise at special cheap priccs, we
should then stz making up as well. So the first line we staried
dealing i was fromn & Mir. Chermy, who Mon
Il in che market. This man beugar ant 2ll the

sught from when

he b the s

second-quality rejected men’s socks from all the sack

manufactoress in Melbourne, He mended them and sored them
outand mide e look presentable, bt he had o time © ofer

them to stores, 50 he sold them only 10 market sall vendors who
came 1o ks workshap (o buy them from: b,

Wher we took the socks around 10 the bargain stores in the city
they were very happy to buy any quantity we could supply bcanse
they recailed 4t half the price of
el bargain, 5o we st upy this line on 5 constant basis and we
bought ard sold everything Mr. Cherny could produce, And as we
now had the heginnings of aa established business, we looked
around for & place in e ciy that we could use s an offce and a
warchouse. Because we were in urgent need of sceuring an
addressand a telephone number, we took the fusc available offer.
< used by an accuntas, a M. Robinsor

st cuality sacks and hat was

was an of wha was over

seventy yeears old but stll kept sorne clients’ books. &5 he had two

anly needed ane by naw, e et us have the kirges room
floor of 04 Elizabetn

an the

weet, sight in the cenire of e

This was very convenient for us because we were in 4 very

centeal loc

m, the room was large enongh for s, and the rent
was very inexpensive. M. Robinson was not aronind much and we
i non it each orher, He may have been aver seventy, hut he

carie
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T SToRy or My Lies

lot of Trends wid extiemely pood neighbours (or by now
exeneighbours) who alltell us thet they miss s, but spending your
iends i€ not the same as heing with your iy, 1hope |
an: not exfending any friends by saying this, bot [ kaow they will

agree witk: me. Of course when we weze younger and fachel was

e wih &

i g heslh, e comld travel back and fort casily and. a5 [hiave
menioned before. enjos the hest of both workds. Bt now we have
had 10 cul out this sor of travelling snd be content widy an

accasional visit 10 Avsirilia

A
Rl s i and oo’ sabbaly 0 My, O, A

and Aichai

When we arrived in Jerusalen, we had just missed o annual
Chanukah paty when the whole Family gets together at our place
andtwe all have s great e lighting fre candies, eating doughmis

.
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Alouah | thosght hout € all the e, even i Poland, 1 sull had

et veached i decision 2 10 what | waned o do

For example. | was o0 very excired about the thonght of

docton, Tirstof all, it was nealy

sudying medicine and becoming 1

10 Pais 0
o

inpossibie for i Jew o do et in Poland — you had o &

Ay medicine. But « neighbor in our building in R

very bad experience i that regard. They were a very weal?

redem Genily nemed Hirsison, wiose son went 10 Paris to study
wedicine, Bt they Rl 10 go and get hum and bring him back thiee

ally went uad This was a very chilling
A happen 1o
cause of e pernssive

vers hiter because he

vample, and Mother was sure that such a thing co
an yousg Jewislt boy wha went to Paris |

sy of e there s all the bad inflnences

hut in any event, 1 was not very keen to became  doctor for
various wasans, Tre doctors we knew were real gendiemen nd the
i showred therm & lot of espect, but 1 did not enwy their
iestyle. A1 day every day they hud 10 go arosnd under any
weather conditions,fain or snow or heat, from patiet o patient
some of whom lives! in temible plices but stll had 10 be visited,
patient and was

When the doctor was finished attending o

i s cat, senne moncy w

putting nd put o bis band
sumeptitiously s0 a5 ot 10 meke iUlook 100 “comerekal.” el

Wt lid non seean ke s very exciting ob 10 me. Because we never

went 1o see & docror aad called one only when any of st

temperatune and conkd not go ous, | did ot consider thar doctors

might e premises, suchl 28 sumgery rooms, where the patient

went i him for reatment. And becise we never needed

e, ear, o dhrost cocor, 1 did nor

specialis ike 1 demtolog
reclize that some doctors hiad all

tients calling on them,

1 also Bl o fnterest in becoring
that kwyers ol deale with e
awolved in that I all ey e up 1o th

+ Tvyer because 1 thought

ninals, and why should 1 ger

i, Tad neer eard of
anyone i our fimily or aong welations ur fends going 10 4

wyer So that Tef. mavhe accounting us 4 profession, but sinee 1

ad stacted helping my e with ou aceounts after school, Twas

e e could leam 2l aaut ¢ from my Fher and do just as well
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TR SToRY OF MY LiFg

Tiked Fagci's music the most 1 did not share bis mase but T did aot
argue about 5. Fortunately, Haydn wiote 105 symphonies, <0 at
least there was quite 2 variety and some were rot 100 bad

ordon
Institute of Technology,

Lter o commendation fron the priveipal of Geelowg Tt
Cutieze

Inthe meantime, the Komnans were warried about my sitation
and Hillel Korman, who lived most of the time in Auckland New
Zealandt but used 10 et sue o ot o e in Melbourne, ssid
that he would arsange a permit for me to enter New Zealand so that
if 1 got into wouble with the Ministry of Imaigeation | could g0 1o
New Zealand and live there for a while. Then if | didtlike i, i was.
very casy 1o come across to Austalia after sesiding there for
couple of years. 0 in June he gar me 3 pemiit 1o enter New
Zealand. just to feel more secure about whatever | would da and

whichever way things would wra ou,

My daty routine dic nor change at 21l | went to college regularly

“me
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el nort really mind any of that because the prices were so low

but it was amusing, 1 see how e Comuists

rranged their
comunercial dealings with Torcignes,
From Prague we went to Vienna, T

ere we really had 1 oo
time hecause there wis 5o much o see and cverthiing was so
fnteresting, We especially appreciied the way of life there.

Actually, it was pretty

the san s anywhere else in Furope,

o from  Commmuist caunizy, we e as i we

having o
had heea el

s Srom gl nd were out in the free world, T
el we stayed a was beautifl and ¢ ean, the service was fiiendly
and all e people arouad us looked happy. The meals in the
dining roomn were first class. We even tricd something we

hiad before hecause it sonunds

150 exotic. On the men it was calledd

ocheenschoanzen

Guppe. In Faglish it means oxcail soup, hus fhat
does not sound 45 intriguing as the German name for i
There was o music

aival in Salzburg, =

we decided 16 5o there

forafew days 00, U was i most unfargetiaole cvent, We went 1o a5
many concerts as we could, and
lived 1 and the house where Ti

Inside, we saw the manuscrip:

e visited] the house thet Mozt

oven stayed for some e

of each of the composers, and what
4 wremendons difference

ere was berween fhem. Mozas
masuscripts were 2l pericatly clean und ardery, and there was
never a note alered o u rest adiusicd, which gave the impression
of somelhing thit was aluos impossible o e tue, On the other
hand. Beethovens scores had so many alierstions woi adustments
that it was difficult 10 read them and undlerstand them

We also went 10 concests and operas in Vienna as we did in
Prague. We netan: and ane by
Dyorak. & 4 matier of et wherever we avelled, we always

A see o aperas, one b

atendded a5 mang apecas, concerts, and balkets s possible. This
also anplied ta our visits 1 Tz

andl somezies tose were the

mast enjayable cvenings we spent anywhcre.

In Melhourne we subscribed 1 all the symphony concerts
allers, sl operas, b we did not atted solo reciils or claber
music eoncerts because nitier Rachel nor T ever acquired 1
particular tasce for this kin of music. We dnot mind lisiening o i

e
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and Ul Zaerman, who lived with Cicis Fanlics i Warsi . 0

0 Australia soon affer e war broke out 19 the ey 10 von coul

ausiralia. T this way b acually sved e s and vnied th

whol fanly i Austrin 1w 2 tremendous sehicyement. whic

wanssppreciatee by all of ther for . vears i cone

Tforgot o mention that in Jamuary of 910 1 received

postcard

Mz siller in it welling me that <he had justarmved Trom

Poled and had regards for pe from my mether, War o

remendos relic? that was! Acually, Mrs, Seller had buen our

swography teacher a school i |

i, & v Bifore the war broke

it b s on 2 1 Palest e i s sl lad < rerom visa, e

was alosed 1o lesve Poiznd for Ty in fonuasy 1990 and fom
these shi ot thecuigh on a shipta T, Wb oy it was 5 e
it e i scen g o e s in B
et h

o, andl sz ol
R Wer a4

s passae 10 Palestine, Wen s Stller asked Motber why

s net zavelling o Palstin st e, she said tat uniess she

abtained e Tor her sonngest son, she was not propare

d

Mot e very Dl through various e offices, bt his
s o possile

Nl mow we knew Mather had overcome all e

prabiems of trying 16 get hack 1o Kadom with all dhe Wl ing,

e orber way and that she had manged 10 get home ad i

1 anc Sumes When s

Nirs Silker, she gave her our

address in Tt <o 15t she wold give us regards, and the
nade us extremely pay. We hovgt of what we could do to

3 Without gt e

swons. we aprlivd 1o he Brtisy

Ir
secommaned by Sumek. We expline

migration Deparines for @ et visy for Verser 10 be
Mother lived 1z
o she Bl children there, We told

Palestine T aibout five v

thesn that size b retsmed 16 Poland just before the war broke au

S e purpose of brging her voungest son back widh her, but

s e, there was e mor British U

oy and sk ot

sk with b shere el she coukd o lave i there alone, s it

e gt the penmit, the s o Gy would e wnited in Palestine
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g STORY OF MY Live

sl five years
i Paradise rell
about Stanley Kerman and how he staned it ll off

e country. Fven today, athaugh Stanley died

ago, all the guides who take worists around

their group
In ackition to Susfers’ Paradlise and St Kilda Road, Stanley
credit. For

Komuan had muny orher accomplishments to b
example. lets go back 10 Australi in the 19305, When people swent
ot i the evening, they ither wert o the movies, 1 the theatre, to
s he foresight o
sec that dinmer and dancing could be combined. S0 he bougt two
lacge hotels in Melboure and restructured the dining rooms o
make an arca for 4 band to play. So aow at night, people could
spenc i
Ihis activity became so popur that all the horels all over Australia

dinner, orto 1 dance hall. Well, Stanley Kornia

veing having dinner and dancing beween courses.

copied the idea and set up the sane i,
into retaiing. He Sought out @
stores from the Rockman Fanly, wits the intention

then he Lune

the chsin, A the sime time, he planned to buid  very Luge hote!

in Syéney, so he bought

dings and

demolished them «ll and dug out an cnomuous hole for the
foundation while sl negoriing for financing wil the Fikon
roup in the United States, But aier long negctiations and delays
they refused 10 back bim, and Stanley Korman satet 1o find
himself in financial difficullics. To overcome his problem, he
formed a public company on the siocs exciange and issued @
showedlal i assces but which o

brochure the venicnly did not

Tistall s iabil ties. Shares sold very

and a lot of money care
in, which enabled him 10 fll in sany of the financial shortages tiat
ndl, he found himsell heading

he had in many arcas. But in the
towards bankmupry

Becuuse he sokd shares for a public company that was based on &
mpiroller
cts and commenced caurt

Iraudulent brochure, the govesmuent fivancial

appainted 4 receiver for all his 1
s against him, accusing him of fraud. This was the first
farge court case of that nature in Australi. ard it hecame a very

proceed

ol news e i the press for quite a long time. T made the

name Korman well known around the country, but i o very
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Bornin 1919 n Radom, Poland,
Les Ko made bis way acrs
continents 10 aftain his g4

His lifes jouney took him
through Eastern Europe, the
Middle East, Australia and
ultimately to Jerusaleon, whete
he has chosen to settle down
with his devoted wife, Rachel
A proud and loving husband,
father and grandfather,
Sabba Tes issurrounded by his
children and grandchildren.

This book is the surmation of
alifetime of hard work and
smmense Rlfilment and s &
Jegacy tobis offspring and thei”
descendants.

His moto, "Keep on smillis"
radiates through every page
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suit e But thest agin, | thoughs that it could not o any ham to
0 through the procedure and get accepted. Tt would probably ke

several months angway, 4t which poin | conld decide swha |
should do, whether 16 use this way of going 10 Ausralia or just
forget about it Whats wore. duing that long period of waiting

something el coukd come up and give us &

o better solution,

S0 T wrote 1o the Texile College in Geelong and asked for the
application forms, filled them ot and sent thern back. To my great
e months | received my accepiance. As it was
quite e for the upcoming year of studies, which in Australia sans

Surprise, within

i early March, Tnow heel more thar 2 yeer's tme (o get theze. All T
had ta do now was to think ahout it and decide wh

“The s
LNRR, since for some reason no direct mail serview fad beca

o do,

we were gerting from Father was all being sent throuy

established wit occupied Germany. Bur we received leiters quite
often and v kacw thit evething was all ight with thean, and
they were quite setded. We alio received photos. Farher and
Shiamek Iooied quite well and fully recovered — on the sur
angway ~ from the horrendons even

s they had gone through. Bot
ey were very happy that thex wou'd he able to

e soon, having received the permits 10 g0 to Australia, and lo
et 25 Far away from Ge

as possible

They bl bxen inquiring for quite a while abot inding sorc
means of geting to Australia bu they had not progressed very far
First o all. at thit periad there was no connection by air at all, so
the only way  travel would be by ships hov
information about any ship sailing i
Austalia. T only ships going 0 Australi were from England, and
they were booked 10 rake the Austalian soldiers back home. So i

ever, there was no

anywhere in Burope 10

did not look like they wauld be abie 10 leave witkin the net few
months. They were twld by the Jewish Wellare Agency that there

were quite 2 few camp survivoss all over Germany who had

permits 0 emigrate 1 Australie and there should he the possibility
of getting then all togerher and o hire a ship t© sail there, but it
would take some e o or

ganize i
T the meantie, 1 did nor do mich about my iep 10 Australia
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entire complex for 4 few weeks in order to familiar:ze himsell sith

what we were producirg and how we [

David 1ol me that cven though he was an aceredied

accouniznt, be did not ke his profession. He said that he was too

azalytical for the b, Whes L did balane

eets for various
clents, he scid i did ot just complets tae Tures and make sure
that everything balanced. but he also analyzed the activitis of the
business. When he mer with the respective businessman, he
do o well. then |
could do much beter in this Kind of business.” And that was wly
e did ot enog being an secou
business where he cauld usc his intiative. This scemed to e to be

wenerally thoughe o hinself, 16 s gy «

antand would prefer o be in

oneone we should fake on and who would

e vight aparonch o
suceeed
My experience with accovntuss was st they were a0 at all

merested i the business and what happene i i a1l they were
concerned with was being presented with figures that fad 1o |

baanced corecly. So David scemed 1o be just the knd of mars we
were looking for. but | had a problem wiih bis fther, bt 1iarsis
pact that David was giving up his profession, afier
having studied or i and having, aiveady achieved 1 &
in it He saic o me very indignanty, “Tlow can v take a young,
professional man and o him in the o he
shaatta business 5 whit the texile trade was referred 10, in a
derogatory way. Lierally it means the “rag business” ) And for a few
yeurs he would not forgive me. But after a while, when David has

cod reputation

e buisiness?

succeeded a

was caming 1

i of the profits and was gong, for
more, his fathe
we

panner hecause aficr becoming familinr with our b

apolagized o we for his shortsighted v

were very happy to Lave taken on David Hareis 15 4 young

activises, he ook o his mnagerial position fully and very
efficiently and w

et help 1o s, Pyen thoug’s he was 1 youry,
man, everyone i the Factory respecied kv, He was hard working,
ety and right enough (o s
atways willing 10 help anyone around him who aceded advice

e any prailem. And he was

Having been so successful at finding our At new partner, we
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Tos Dectrvst Rached,

o ontr sonederfinl children
Awite and Hagai
Steisiey sl Betty
Medinda i Shiono

et ot vt e grdchitdren

tah Adan: Metety o
e Sty Ori
Noass i showr
Karist Michai Amichui
Shioni Youatan

s e the st bearsifn. cieres: smart, good-eaned. and

dedicaied gra

wdchildyen that 1§ bage ever seen
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members, Rachel fad her two sistess, Batya and Bella, and  had my

1o brorhers, Moshe and Sumels, 5o it was really 2 very privare
aftair.

Botion left 1o right. Unele and Awntie Edelshurg; the bride and
srounn; Auntie and Uncle Feldstein.

Top Ift 0 right: Mesie, Bella, Raiya, consin Yossi Siumel a cousin,
and lizba Edlsbuury. 1948

Somehow it can be proven that for a marriage o be successful,
here is no need for a large wecding, although it can' hut, eiher

Itis not the wedding that prepares the coupie for mariage and theic
future lie together but the chanacter and nature of those o

people and their iniention and sincere desire to make their
marriage a success

T must digress for 4 moment from our wedding and oy
something about Annette and Lagai's wedding, which ook phice
i 197, because i had cerain clements in common with ours
“Their wedding was planned for October 1973 in the bilroom of the
King Davie Horelin ferusalem, with an orchestra. photogaph
farly large gmest st and all the trimpings of a lovely weekding it
they deserved. So wht happened? The Yom Kippur War broke out
and all the arrangements hiad 10 be cancelled - no oversess visiiors
cauld arrive, and all e youg Taclis were in the anny fighting on
all frons.

5.0

ci0.
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Komman was abways shon of cash for his projects, and since he
dnor g
e nest two years | made two trips 1o Proenix and Lus

et amy more funds from the banks, he got some fror us.

Duri
Ve, nne with Rache] and one on my own, 1 1y o recover some
o our meney. We were beauriflly enverained both in Las Veggas
and Phoenic. We gor some witen agreements for monthly

repaymens, Afew transers of sniall amosns were e 10 15, by

the rest was gone forever, ust as 1 had expected. Some people

e

wange. especially if they have o suong cliaracier; i it
becasse they have @ stong charicer, they never change. Sariley
Komuar: enjoged his I as a visionary, planaing large crterpriscs
but withaut the krowlk:
constant Filures never worved lin beeasse his mind was sleeadly

s or ability 10 contzol them. However, his

dancingg wih another project that e was sire would succesd. The
et hat e and eversbody who oined hin ost their oney never
e
4 he wis alvays

made it feel guity. T ol always lived @ bigh-cl

withour worrying about any expeases,
nappy

And speaking of being happy, Annette was claied with Jenusalen
aaddid not wa o etum home excent for a vist, But on d
erev Rosiy Hastz 1972, sh il news. Aunie
Batya. who hiad abways been in e taken to the
she hiad 4 brain amour which

calied home wit

ellent lalih,

Rospital where they discovercd iha
opeated on. But while undergoing o variery of esis, she
sudderly passed away. She was ot even ity years old. We w
all completely shocked. Rachel weat w Je
and stayed there for a few wee
espclly hecause it wa

While Rachel s in tsrael, she realized that Anaete s fully
setted there and Tiad 10 intention of coming buck home. Althogh
we were not very happy about it we could ot disagree. But it was

lem staight aw

his was @ very sad event,

entirely unexpocted.

very sizange that having been bom and brosght up in Anstrali,
withou any pacicular Zionist orientation.  especially having
artended « Clistian school and being with o
friends, g
environment which must have sewned quite Srange 1o her and

ly non-Jews

our daughter should now chonse 1o live in an

eor e
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ot those: composers but 1 also knew e difference betwec
cirsusic 1 there was no classical mssic on Radio Warsaw, 1 used
o tene in 1o Radio Prali tPrigue) from Crechoslovakia. where

ey alaged s ot of usic by Smetana and Dvossk, and | enjoyed i

horughly

A then there was Ui excitement of perfarming i the Gisser
Nusic School orchestra cnce @ year 2t the Radam City Theatre
culled Rozmitasei, when all the pareats and & large part of e
Jewish populaion cime 1o hear ws plav. For his wecital w

aracticed the whole year, and we played pieces such us Mozi's

Fine Aleine Nachimusik ora 11
duess at sehool fuetions with anorher boy from my music schoal,

dunsympheny. Sometiones played

Vs re

B very exciting

Bany Boys wad e enjoyed fooball and some gt extrenicly

favolved. ey would aend all the smatches and he s, snd
i scores swere topies of Deated consersation and discussion for 4
ol ek, But somehon | never sequined e taste for it and 1o

this day | canat wateh a foorball gane for more hian o

thared andl don't e wiaowins or koses. So truly, 1 whole e

el enfoyren: i los 1o me. Sameimes Lenvy those peapls who are

50 deeply mvolved in i and are such cevoted s

Bt st the same time. 5 whole workd of music s open 1o e
nd 1

cts

el by various composers that 1 en oy
ind bl

These sre so many
cas spend my time gomg 10 concerts and operas 4

recitals and listening 10 nusic on the radka or tecordizgs and be
deeply involved in it and admire the beaury of it 1 have found that

vou are s b un dons o feel depressed. there is o beter cute
v and listen 10

tan 10 Tie down an 4 couch o an the fe
Beetboven's Ninih Synhony When you gt up. yan feel refieshed
and sve ey s st Lyisg sggin,

Arthe
and will ot even y 1o isien o .56 @ whole Bl of erioyment is
1 of -music

il ausic

e e, sy prople live n inieres

Closed 1o ther. | am very happs tha § cose dhe wor
vather than the foorall il

Hadt it ot heen for Mother's insisting that | play the violin, 1
wauld biave missedt ot on the knowledge of music. And my
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not understand why this

happening, so | asked the captair 1o
please ind out shat was the reason or 2,25 e were going 0 i1y
ek in Bombay and it would be terrible 1o be locked up in our
cabin all that time. The captain told 1 that the Beiish police in
Bambay were worried about my roommate, /o had  Palestinian
ssport and might he o memher of a terrorit group. They could
ot alk s

it 10 walk atound freely in Bombay, it being
teritory. They had had some had experience with Palestinians in
Haypt as well as in some Furopean couniries and they did not want
1o take any chances. They said that they had nothing agiinst me
becuuse | was travelling on a Polish passport 50 if L wanted to go
out on my own 1was fiee 1o co 5o, but [ was not permited o ake
my friend with me

“This maci things @ bitcasicr, but [ was ot happy at the thought
of wandering around Bombay on my own for a week, 50 | went 10
the British police oflicer at the harbour. | showed him my
ocuments and ol him that 1 had served & the Beish aczny during
the war and 1 had my discharge papers with me. | explained o him
that 1 knew my cotravellerand | would be fully responsible for him
il we Jft Bombay and he could put bin in my
was very impressed and he agreed fully that wherever | would go!
could take my friend with me.

So everything was back 1o nomul We walked around in
Bombay and saw the whole town, the magaicent huidings and
e terrible poverty areas, This was the first tene in iy lfe fa | sase
families just lving on the street, skeeping there and cating there. T
weas a terrible shock fo me hecs
any country anyone who was homeless. OF course nowadays it is
quite common all aver the world and possibly by now there arc

are. The offcer

1sc up unil ien Thad never seenin

more homeless people iving in the streets in New York under
worse climatic conditions than in Bombay.

Our next stop was Madras, which was very uneventful and not
very impressive. Then we stopped in Colombo, Ceylon, which was
el nicer, The seriviy | remember mostFondly were the rickshaw
sides we took. We could have gone by rickshaw in India as well,
bur we were 4 litle worried there. But in Ceylon the people were:
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than they were, b | would never publish sich information in the
newspaper, As 4 matter of fact, | never wanted any publicity is: any
forza. anel we aways tred as muck as possivle o keep out of the
i

i should also mention at this poiat that one of our large clients
s Mlars Besen. As you will ecall, he was the one who had given

20 the i of going 1 Australia as 3 student of Geelong College.

As 1 have dlready related. be suspeaded his studics dusing the First

and marcied the of the Gandel family who

year of ol

onwned a lingeric shop in the city called Susan Lingeric. He

very bright fellow and since he entered tat firm, he inene

b
1y ye
investments. Come 1o think of &, he and |

of stores Trom one 1o over one hunded over 1

s o additon  that, he made a ot of very lucrative
the only tvo
sudents to have dzopped out of thut college and did nor per
degree. Talways felt sorzy Tor e oters in our group who fnished
the course but who stnuggled all their Jives o make a living,

e

Oue siles 1o Woohworth's sores and supermurkets were

increasing all the e, tunks 10 the Sigallas” ellorts and

sup es also inereased with Coles stores snd
sup

manufcnwers o start selling panty bose 1o Zood outlets. Everyhody

vison i Sydney Sa

maricets around the country We were the Ot hosiry

else el 16 copy us but they could not beat our prices, our qualily
and our guaranieed delivery. We created different brand ssanes for
each jor outler

i presencd hem in different packaging so tat
the reilers coukd compe wit cach other sclliug the artile at
variows special prices, But this i 20 way affected the name or
epution of the brand,

S0 everything was rumming very sooahly. Bat whes we were
avayin I

el in 1969, something very sad happened. We were not

advised aboust it because my partners did not want 1o dispt our

holiday. When we came back 1 found out dhat Allan Newnman Facl
passed away, Fvery Frids
o hones. One Friday while playing, he collapsed on the court and
died nsartly. He wis only 42 years old. He was 4 very energetic

i with an open mind and very bright ideas, and 1l

sfternoon he used 10 play squasi for
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Faim, my Faher's younges and unnarice broder, saying et he
was caming 10 Plestine for a visk and ssking if 1 would be abie (o
spend some e with him. This 1
Technion wnd Haifa and @ back 0 Tel Aviv, | never regretted

making tha decision because my lie snd iy tuce nmed on o

me decide 10 leave the

differcn path, where Tam now. But that was of course subject
my more decisions a1 various times about diferent

ch © seem 10 have ahvays solved the concet way

problems, v
Gt a lile bit of luck..).
50 1 Il the Techinion before the exd of the school gear i
moved back 1o the Feldweins. Uncie Haim, or a5 he was called
Feter aimel, anved and we had @ really grea time woguther. He
echan 1 in his e er

was sl singhe, was about 1en years ol
and was @ very lively and pleasant person. We decide (0 travel
aroend and sce the country. which was really exciing for me. | sad
nly b s Hala and o Jerusalem on a very formal visi. o sec the
Ketel and 10 renew and extend Mother's retura visa ot the British

sovernment office. bt had not done any realtousing around vncil
fettr Haimel arrived, With him. | saw al o ferusales for e first

e and oved it And o e of course. especially the

the

He it with Lincie G,

e
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0 throw out all the meat and oher food

y kepl reffigerated. so
die for a few days. Ther.

he passengers were on

cry resticte
were a few hundred people on the ship. Some new arrvals had
tives waiting for them, while quie 1 few had no one o
scelcome them. but the Jewish Welfare personnel that was waiting
tiere ok full care of them and provided them with
ttion wad anything they required upon arcival and
during the setlingin period.

We twok Farker and Shlamek and Sala to their new home in
Elwood, where they disposed of their luggage and setled in. Then
we went for dinner (© Pinnck Korman's house, where we had
lovely fanaly reception and 4 long comvessaion about th
Holocaust and the afierclfects. When we got back home about
midight Father as well as Sala were very ied sa hey went o bed

Shlamels and 1 sat dawa in the [iving oo o bave a cup of ez
Then he started 10 tell me varions stories about the Holucaust and
how many times he had saved my fathers likc in Polan
Germany. When we decided 10 20 o bed it was neasly 6 .. Linist
say that we were very lucky that Father had Shlamek as @

companion during the War, otherwise L sure that he would not

and

have srvived through al those tersible events because yon: had o
wall 2 0 be very lucky
10 et through thse homendous times nder the Germans.

extremely happy t lave Father with e, knowing that
now he could settle down and feel rezsonably at peace. Afer all
those years of inhuman suffering, insceuriy, and loneliness, and
in of having lost his whole Fanily that usec o be

e very strong both physically and spiri

e temble p
ave me with him allthe time. And

around him, he woulc ar least
e could always et 1ageties with bis o to sons a5 well, he i
n Australa or Il

Shilazick also told me
Uhat it wod ot b long and she wonld cone ard oin me. He sid
hat s wasjus waing o the.

Rachel was very fuppy. s she knew

hance o gt away and he was sure
that for just one person, something would tum up very soon.

The next day was Mondy so Thed 10 get back to Geelong, Buc
then T fourd out that as we were zow in the list e weeks of the
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accomnis that had headquaricrs in Sydney, where they lived. S0
firms such 25 Woolworths and the like were hundled ully by the
Sigallas, They were exuemely efficient and very hard- working
peaple, and 1 maintained not only a solid business relationship
with them bt a very cdeep personal fiendship as well,
10 come o Melhourne to spend time with us, <nd whenes

< Rachel

and T went 1o Sydney, we wonld ahvays be in their company. From
e 10 tie e even went on boiidays together

Now that Annettc veas tuming twelve, we were approacted by
e parents of somme of her fewish giliiends who suggested that we
arganize a joint Bat-itzvah for the girls. This ype of ceremony ad
never been celebracd in Melbourne before, not cven by members
af the Liberal Synagogue. The parents suggested that we arange it

The finity ontside i boise vt the s o Amieites el
oy 1002

e
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service b reeived o clillat Now we did 5ot need b anymore,

and we coule uve the lghts wined off & @ woms ot

1 cannat recallect any pasicular evess that happenced in e
1927 or 1928 exeept hat, Teing 2 new ifant in the house, Moshe
o our fighting bouts 4 lat and paid mors artention
the By, | especially. being & 172 yers older tha Sume. el lou

e i a Lot ol iy e 1

and 1 eedy

S responshiliy oward him and &
stopped going 1o cheder— e the more progressive one where e
e subjects s well - and was transferred 10 3 modern

1. fuly Jewish but with o religious inszuction at al. 1t had

scho
High acadensic standards and was coeducational — boys and pidls
which was very advanced for tha ime. Al the subjects

gt
were taught in Pelish up to matriculatior level, i addition to which

we Tl shout (s fours @ week of Hebres subjects. Tt was very
mueh like fownt Scopus school in Meborme.

Moshe went 1 1his school s well. Tcan sow say that [am provd

rihodos in therr

of the Fat that alhough my parens were suietly
eligions helicfs, they decided thut their children should get
e 10 take part

worldly general education, They warted us 10 be

i stsdern lile and ot be excluded from seaersl sociery and the

Iasiness workd by being restricted 1. veshiva edicnrion, Althongh

yeshivas in Po

populan, the genersl irend was 16 modemnize and live witt the

times, especially i you hid Zi
This does no

a0 at hat time were quite aumerous and very

s inclinations,
ted religion. On
ral ulucatior, Mashe and 1 each had our own

e contrary In

e tar e rejc

addition 1 ou
privace rebbe come 10 2he house to teach us Mishi and Gemmar

Tible was part af the Hearew siudies at schoel, but afier 20urs we
hadt -6 Jearr: Talsuudl

cahi bl o effiect on e as far s

hose privae essons from
religion was concemed. other than the fact it | acquired
Knowledge of Bishra, Tabmuel, and oiker reigious texis. B the
i who caght Moshe mus. bave done it in 3 differen way

because Moshie started o become mose religions every day. © will

w0 s far as 1 say than e sbhi roused Moshe inio s sate o
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was safer there than in sy facket pocket, and she never [ef i
hedibag unattended. Bt one nioring at the hote] when we went
down Jor breakfas. she lefs ber handbag i our oom. When we
went back upsairs the hancbag was gone, with the passports and
the money gone witt it We tumedsady conplained 16 the hotel

Amichas, 1995

ger, who saic it must have been the chantbermaid who took
it Wien we said we wanted to speak 1o her, the manager said 1o
drop the issue because st was Turkish and her husband also
Uleave her

worked there, and we might get subbec if we d

alone. Remembering the inciden: with fhe gaiekeeper at our factory
i Melbourne and the angry Turkish hushand, 1 did not persist
Rachel and [ had 10 g0 10 the police station and repor the: thefl
then we had 01y to the Australin emassy in Bonn (o gel new
passports. Lven though it was Saturcay anc offcially the enbassy
was closed for the weekend. they ayrecd 10 s us and they fssed
s new pusspors, Then we e back ta Musich, where we had to

e
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al? crmoyed T wor o seeziment,

Although on Tow pay anc long working hours. B comared to the.

medicral conditions that other workers had, it was 4 job ta be

looked after especially since we reated the ke individuals,

From e 0 time we had 10 hire some lihaurers 1 do cer

s around the camp. They came in groups of tea. and each

raup hadl 4 s in chacge. This ras hiad 2 large whip is s band

and e issuedl ondens 1o the workers, While they worked they had

0 sing 1 song 4l 4 rather guick wempo, 1 one of the work
notin time with the group, e was whipped by the rafs T must

have been going o

since the tme whea they were bilding the

pyramics and maybe i s sill e swue now. Their pay was so low

that 1 did net understand how 1

se workers could make
living,

Towever, leamed more abous it when | wen: for & walk 1o the
village nearby and s the honses that must have been

at the

ame e s e Pycanmics, Al the houses were made cut of mud
As there was never any ain there, they of coune did not
disinnegeate, The houses had openings for

oors and windows, but
only operings and no seu door or windows, The only anima’s
those Farmers had were goats, 5o those gous lived 1ogether with

them in the ouse, The

people worked on the fams ha

sumounded the villsge. T could nar find ant whether they awned
the farms or i they st worked o them. As [ said,  never raincd
tuere, yet they grew in those lage felds vegerables, potatoes, ind
some variety of whear. The fields kioked very colourful and fiot

burat by the bot sun. This was ] due 0.0 very clover amrangement
which mist also have heen hindreds of yesrs old

Umentioned presiously the sweet waie

canal that = along the
anal but a few kilometres sway from it This canl
supplicd wil water by the Nile river ane was faiy widk and not
very deep. This was Lhe only

Suce s

pulasion Lving there lud

for heir personal use

i lor the fiekds, There was a0 running

water in dhe houses, of cavrse, bt every evening the whole

posulation of this and probabi all ihe other villiges alongsie i

usedd o comne out 1o the canal for a Jot of reasons, and they would

I
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i Greece, they wear 1o ferusalen where he was admitid 1
nfection. Although e rccived
medical treatment. s liver unforumcely was nor furtioning

hospital 10 gl rid o

hest

d away within a fw

woperly nd the infection spreacl. He p
weeks. It was 4 terible shock o all of us

0 while Lwas busy in the office, Rachel was spending her fime

with Fva sy every day, during Uns visit o Melbourn. and we dic

stay there for over @ monti. The negotiztions with the Brsh bunk

were going on all the time and Zrylek and [ were Rully involved, We

stayed in Melhaurae for about s month, and the negotiations were
med 1o me that we would not, in fct
finalize the deal becavse 1 was mosly o matter of price, and we

stll going on. Bt it seen

weould not give in because we knew the real value of our holdin

Anther factor was that since thes investors hud found out how
good our properties were, they creitc
And seeing, as there were hardly any supemurkes on the masket
anymore, our investment bec

e demand for them

me @ type of asset which was no
Ionger wraileble, hence & was & real “find

We decided t0
anything meaningful came up. 1 did rat ke long befor

e, and Twas seady 1o go back ro Melbourne if
velney
bk got on 1o s and began 1o negoriaie for & full purchase. They

had heard abous the Britst:

ank tring 1o buy us out, und they
alé fall thraugl so that they could ger
ard about our properties Hom various agents,

were hoping, thar the deal
an it They had b
dy what they had been looking for us a1

investent

Ttwas 2 very slow proces hecause, being bk, they had 0 be
wery careful and thorough about sl decas, So i ook thena months
1o clieck all the books; then they had 1o birc a plane 1o fly 2l

around Australia 1o Jook ar each property incividually, somctiing

we had never done. Then they stared
the lawyers on both sides. This tine, a3 they were sware of the
valuie of our holdings, there were o ar
Sinee we had proven 1o them from our records that the income was

sl negotiaions through

aments about the price

growing annually by between eight o iue percent, they were
happy 10 be able o acquire an mvestment of this sype where not
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teededt the personal ouch, 1 sue she was v

Sukkol v
e e
Chic! Rab
an the firs floor and
svond, We buili# large suk;

welartvely small family, the 1ebbi askedd us if e ccnld s

e of the oceirsions when Mother uscel 16 prepire

The reason was it we shared our sukkal wilt the
of

dom. Ralbbi Kestenberg, A it eppened, we livcd

3 s Famie v o 11

sulkkab Wit s OF course we grecd. We ad the imin e

gether — the Frst o days and the last two days = and in this

iastance. Mother wasted 10 mpress the raboi with e superior

cooking <kills, which the mini's wite did st have. | will never

et those meals hecuse they sere teuly semerhing special. By

he wa, according o our radiion in these days, wonen never it
i the skt They would come o light the canclls in the evening
andl then they would eat s home. Mather always ate alone becose

s hid o dasgrers
¥

these were some shops

e set up aur sukkal in 1he insice yard of onr wilding where

i some flets but ¢ g those dags liere

were hardly any selicles coning i, <0 it did net st angore
Bt most subkals were buikt on balcostics and teraces wiich, in
rom the stzcer, What
thas

st cases, aced the front and wer vis

lappencd in - those direamsiznces w < soon as the

wliceman on patrol s thar e Jews wese hikling up ane
Josing e bakanics, they

ponted it 10 the City Council, snd
building, inspector was sent o wan all those people wha huil
@ he “illegel building
witkin sever days, chey would be liable for prosceution aud 3 fne

without & pemitthat unless they desiolishe

ofat st one thoasand s, A this would sl ke place on
the third ar faunth day of Sakkon the Jews would alresdy have
hen dowes their sukkal by the

enth iy and this e

oided prosecution and s it this

alty. The sceange o
i not Bappen st once bu w,

repeted every ear, which to
mostJews sounded like s Chelem stary which proved e them how
Spid the govim were and how cever the Jews are. Bui |
personally do ot agree with that view

Livin

o the Chief laiahi of Radom was nor without s “ups
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Anoher tactor helped e o make up my mind s sell 1 found
Qut that 1o of my best friends from schoal. Trydsan and
Goldkors, decidedd 10 come 1o Haifa and suudy architeeture. That
v tried 1 1t in 4 e
iy all o my s, Bt this way | wauld have some Irerds sight
from the begimnizg, and i woold moke i all the more
pleasan.

made me very happy hecanse | would

e unplessn par of it vas that  had co el ny uncle e sunt
1that [ would be leaving them in Octaber. T knew that they would be
ey unhappy hout it especialy because I would be leaving Fetter

sottel with us unfinishec! building, He was so happy with my il

and pow, when € hecume hurder 1o munage because of the
finishing stages and so many tradesmen 1o deal with, 1 was leaving
w him. I really was unfair and i would look as if | were

tul and inconsiderate, but what could oz 1 had o ok of
ayself 100, and | could ot fase anather year, especially now that
o of my riends were going ta join me in Haia. | fell very bac

abo it and Tkept putting off tefling them of my depare, but T

Coussin Rayzel and T oling 0 The Fetistets farity
A Cforegrandy i Rayzt ief)
and e and anothor visitor

“ine
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Lo variage de Melda o Shioo, 1980
spectalization, Sranley cauld have arsinged 10 spend anyaher in

e warld like New York or London or any place he chose, b
Havingga siser in 1aifa he decided 16 8010 Jsael. They serded in

o
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Fadl o o back home whs the Pesach school hofidays werc over,
and 2 few weeks later we were sorry to see Betry and Shlom: go
back fome as well Shlami enjoyed his stay-in Melboume, as
weas pampered by oo grandmothess, and he also discovered things
that were e and unigue (o him, such as travelling by i or ust
satching them pass b [t was all very excitng for i

When Rachiel and [ went 10 see the cardiologist  couple of

st

Hachel setg ety ot Stioms af at icbosre Angers

1903

weeks e, he told us that all Rachel fad to do now was take one

ablet a chay. Wacrher the ballooning was suecessial or not we

would ot knaw for another six months at lesst because thene was
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Anl this  how i canse about that Suznck was picked up one dey
it Lace 1942 from: the arms factory i Raciom and was taken by the
Gestapo 1o stas his tip t Tuckey to be exchanged in the group of
feswish women and ehildren coming from Poland for the German

wonien and childeen coming 10 the Bosporus near Isianbul from
Uit internment in Palestine.

Sumek cantinved his story while we stood alking trough the
fience. Hlc told me that there were a fex other peaple from lador
a5 wel. They were al cleancd up and made t look respectable
1o their headquarters in
Vienta. He also told me an interesting story of one of the boys from
Racom. When the Gestapo came 1 pick up «
August selection 10 Treblinka
boy answered for him and suid, 1 s

and were sent with 3 Gestapo

boy named Galieh

who unfartunaiely had been in i

ancthe m Gotlieh.” There was
e way of checking up hecause 1o clildren had zny documenss, so
he gor in and sived
¥ “Gotlich
Ismae] alter the war becane o |
changed his name agin o Fl
anbassadar 1o Fgypr and just recently he took up his position as
the tsraeh anbassacor 1o the United 3¢

Getting buck 1o
women aud elildren fror

s Jife Ty using someone elsc’s mae,

Evenualy s | from Radan when he grew 1 in

der in the Likud pany and he

shir e was the st Tsmeli

s,

ek’ sory, all ogethier there were about 180

all over Poland, and they Fad 1o be

tercewed by G Gestapo in Viennd, who had received the
confi
niinue on their oumey. When Sumeks time for the interview
came, they called him in and looked for his name on the lst, bur it
was ot Uiere. The Gestape officer could not urdersnd Low it

cd lists of exchange from Jerusalem so that they could

possible that his name was on the List submitted 10 Jerusalern

Ut not on the ane that ezme hack confirmed from there. and vet
here wass & Korman on the s but 1

was his marher but ot iz
e reslly i nat know shat 1o do. He said e would huve 1o
armange a specil uip for bion with « guard o tzke bim back 10
actary and it s noteasy. so ke said to b, “You
o shat? You canne s0 far,s0 vor: might as el contine and go

fanhier andd Je then: worry ab

Radow 1o th

atitwhen you getthere, so 2 least it

—ie
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However, he said that they could not perform susgery at that time
an told me that | would have to weit a while, | was disappoincd.

Afier a fene days had passed) | began to think shat | would be
wrong 1o aecept this situation and 1o carry on that way. As the war
was now over and surely very soon the amy would sart 1o
¢ aldiers and send themn home ~ except those that they
feeded s an occupation a0 clean things up and to keep order
= Il that as there was a0 more war effort, my services were ot
very necessary aad [ oight as well try to get back home and
nnyself as a civilian hefare the large influx of discharged
soldiers stated to arrve, probably Taer that year

herefore 1 should appeal for a discharge now and ask (@ be

harg

establ

retumed Liome. So | requested an appoiniment with the officer in

eharge of the hospital | exphined to binn that 1 had 1o stay 2t the

haspital and do »
operate on me and they didnwant o serct me back 1o my unit the
way 1 was for fear of complications that might occur So, T asked
nim, wouldn't the hest solution for everyone be to dischurge me

ing for 4 long tine becasse they could mo0

fiom che anmy on medical grounds as unsuitable for further
fetold me that there would he @ mecting about it and L would be
advised of the results within a Few days. And so it was. | was called
in threc days Jater and was told that | was henceforth discharged
ounds, | would have fo wai at the
ancy on 4 ship going to the Midlle

fiom the army on medical ¢

lospital unil there wa
Last so that | could rerurn home.
1w extrennely happy that | had achieved what Thad planred,

Knowing thac [ might sull have 1o spend some time i the hospital, T
asked i 1 conld get some job 1 keep busy. 1 was informed that |
could stast the next mormin

The wiale arcangement suited me perfectly, and T was centain

2 s assistant nurse,

tha
not o mess around in some uninteresting job but rather join Rachel
home and be together with her and my brorhers
possible and start off my le agin,

1had madle the sight decision 1o get oul of the army now and

saan as

riving home before the
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bl 10 speak the g by the ime 11ef. And then 1 sl
ke onany foh. it would have 10 be part e only, Unele's busdicg
on Kalisher St
T tie myself down s ancrher buider would i
1 could o afford

1 weas completed and he was not stting 4 new

ulltie auention.

7
i i
i» i

Moshe (rights and 1 with Mosber in Tet St 1939

Howeser, something cine up while | was mesting with the
Kommans. We had e & Family sangement tt Mashe and 1
would hive one Shabiat lunch 2 the Fe.dsins il ane Shabbar
<t luhak Komians place an Balfour Sireet comer Rathschikd
Baulevard. 77k Korman's fla was a very hsy plece. He hed no

e but he lived there with his dhughter Sara and son Jack and his

brostier [Eled and deughicr Vary, and bis falier, Feter Acrsham,

the anly worsas in e house who

with his second wite. She

conld manage this fomilys e, They al insited that el have
sroner Tl ties s Uit terelore e shou'd spead at lesst
vy nice of them.and it

every second Skabbat with theus Tl

alsasited s So one Shablal we west with Fetrer Motee! o small
shuile an s

e family, and the nest Shablac we west st Tetres Avaham in

inkin Street and then came home and liad lunch with

the grea synzgogue on Allenby Stweet, where here was 4 very
sond thazan and a lirge choir 2nd we quite coyed the pravers

e
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ey sl lived in s but taci lood was et berves and ther

Difcer, Captain Bl s very e swoman, She s in crge of

all the ATS hiee, albougs e Jewish goup s sent separaie
We had 1 very p

ant day togethér, and Rachiel sole! s sbout
Fersell und her Lamily. Sk hid o
AT oy Far s She s working s snedeal aendant in g

ister Ay, who was ales in the

Fospial i Quassasin, Even though Captain Bt 1old me |

e L waved and ol

vy gt ey pass an e gate, Richel and 1 decided thas we
would sarher meet i lsmailia, especialy s Fachel ol me s
there was a Jewssh ATS elub therc, where al] the XTS gics from the
arca et o their Gays off and wene sened any tine with s o
: and biscuits

cold come 6 e unit i Gene

e of couse. being s femae soldier. had no.

pronlem gedting = it i g0 there

The Fllonving 1y Rachel and et in Ismailis 21 o 0'cack
We went o Berger' for & Russian Jewish meal. wlich Richel td
Rot eaten for o long tine, s she lad ror S ahout s
restanian Then wee went 1 the ATS clubs 10 <pend the aliemoon
Through alking ) the e, we found out that we lad o lor in
common. Firily.we had borh amved in Palestine i 1936, We hoth
came fiom Polnd - Rachiel fron: ¥

wene only 160 ilomenes et Wee el Bud ik e in

v and L from Radom, which
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Uis sty 10 the children. The door was exsely as € was then

Cxeepta i ity and sy, bt the gss peephole was gone and
il ey hoke was e, probably
s him and installed it bis house.

On Sunday exvenings we sl t close the shop

use the shapkeeper ook it

cice, abou &

pm. On thase nights we had visiors or we would 0 to visic cnr

velatives. The nest day. the regulas weels staed again, But there
were cerain things Bappening on certain days, such as schoner’s

sengarshday. In ladom: these were 3 few hundred Jewish beggars

et they were very el organized. They divided the town o
areas et they would go from door 10 coor in theis dea once a
week, They smade  ving his way Decause although nobody

e et o than 4 tew groschen teents). 20 one refused then

et came in large goups, only one by one,

cither, They e

sometites two togerher. As there were @ few hundred of the, we
had <0 b prepzed with small change and have someurie free o

atend 1o them when they came ino the shop and sioad near the
daor until they gor s hand-out

| cannot temendher now wheth

e day for them was Thu

or Triday, bt it was abvays repular, ke dockwork. and it was
s in the morming uatl afies lunch, A%
P!
wirs that these sere no beggars sitiag or s

ol s was quite

job ind 1 applicd 1o Jewish people only. 7

stopping peaple walking by, excent |

near the churches on Sundays, but that did not concern the Jews,

Hesides the offical begea of
o who were vers poor and barely made a fivi
never had enongh feod for their
o ask for help except ftom the Jewish Communiy Bosd, whict

there were thou

pmilies, But they were 100 prouc

had a Jew insitotions dedicated 0 helping the poor. These
nstutions were supporied by danarions o the wealthier

1 have mentianed how 1 yeshiva boys who eame o Racom to

sy were disribuied aanong the Jewish people 1o have s meal in

different house evers day. and we had one who cane 1o us for
Innch on Wednesdays 1also semenbera noor woman swho used to
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Rackel it of v agartisent o Givar Rembm, v i o o
il 1945

arangement for s, Atough iy monthly pay at Hemdenmmatz was
fory pounds, which was 4 very fair wage.

d Rackel camed
fifieen pounds for bier pan-ite o, the extra twenty pounds from
the acmy brovght o2 ol of seventy five pounds, swhich in those
days wasa fuir amount of money, and it enabled us o start off with
some savings

Our liestyle was fairly normal and peacelul, except that at tis
tinie Lechiand other Jeswish sight-wingers hud stated some serrorst
activies against the Briish Mandat: Authorities because they were
always suppoding the Arabs. Fren though the war in Europe was
over and there were niany Jewish survivors and refigees who
wanted 1© come 10 Palestne and et away from Trope, the Biitish
would not increase the restictive IMMIGELOR qUaTIs 50 15 101 <0
upset e Amhs. As @ sl many fews B 10 0y 10 et ono
substandard vessels in termible conditions i an et 1o land in
el flegally. Unfortunately, some ships sank and some were
apprenended by the British Navy cruisers patroling the
Mediterrancan ard were redizected ack 1o Gerany or Crprs.
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asa capt relarive sponsored.

1,15 refupee from Burope, o7 s
o lived thee, None of the thrce suited me.
of 1946, 1 had been living in Givat
Rambam for over @ vear, vet sl had not mace any concrete plans
about my leaving the country. Then ore Sater
ihat he had  good friend 2t work named
sen who, with a few of his friends, weze planning 1o go 10
e bapp:
tnccing with Blar' so that he caukdtell me all abot it Tk
lucky break, and T arranged 1o meet Mark the following Saturcay
aad see it his plan would be of any hep 10 me.

At the mecting | found out that ahaut fen boys — all of then
l ariginally from Rortania ~ had heard about a
rechnical college called the Gordon Instiute of Teck

by someane vl

It was now dhe midd

10 see us and he tald
Bk ¢
stlia s sdents, Moshe said he wou

setupa

Marl's friends and

alogy in

Geelang, which i abar 100 Kiometes from Melboume. The
Instie offered various cousses, ane ol which was # three-year
diplome progean in wexile engineering. This particular instinute
they had 3
certiicie of marieulation The boys had applied for various
iag, building, and architectu
Mark, whase parens hud come 0 Palestine before the war and
were in textiles. hal appled fortextle engineering, Mtk give me.
all the details about where o write For an application fom, So far

s very keen 10 get students fram overseas, providin

conrses such as chemical eny

e boys had not been acmitied to the Inst
e they would be and that they would all be able o get 1o
Australa

Altbonugh this sounded prety good, my fis

but they all Boped

thonght was that ©

was notfor me becaise how eould 15 0 Australit 15 a student and
leave Rachel behind? How conld |stke her wait three years il

finustied my suwdies and then possivly get the right to become @

resideat there and bring her out 1 foin we? And vet 5o far, this
seemed Tike the only way for me o gel © Avstria without my

relarives help. Perliaps tere woul

e e possibility of Racliel’s
foiseng my father if she went 1o Europe and travelled together witl
him, but 1 did not know haw we could make that hagpen

The more | thought about i, the mare | coukd see that this did not
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My fatier, Reaion. 1937

00 e
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Tie German fanily that s (0%
i resnad) wih Siother

mother and the s other chidren sere adapted by « family il
ived mot fa from s, Hving these people live among us was very
esciting hecause e hid never met anyone fona foreign cousury
e i 2 1ot ke aboun. They did nor speak sy Viddish o7
med at scool. For

Polish, 501l ry my Gemman thar | had
Uhe rest of the Samily L did nos marter hecause Yiddish is very
similar to Gernan, We learned nny new hisgs ahou I in
Germany endlall it problems. and it was gaod to hav: asocr boy
nie ot of

i the howse of a sievlar e wil whom we could exch

idess.
The year 1955
o toke sl L arnculation exaes i the kst o months of schaal

sl the final year of school for me, and 1 had

Fwark o,

zedup

May ane Jaze, Needless 10 sy, Lhada

it otber boys trom my

5, Goldora ad Frydana,
studied togther. Sametimes we studied at ey house, somerimes
Uicir hosses, but Irom time (o ime on 4 nice dy we woud g0 1o
e public pack where, during the week thece were o people
and it seas very pleasant © be oudoors
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and 1o avad sciedions wied © obizin ohs or ar least 1 ger

document it they had 4 job in & vital war effort industry where
one worked for the Germans and was allowed to stzy 2t home.
Most of our selatives tied o0 get those pipers. Father gor one lor
issell s one for Semek bul when he waned (o get one for
Mother. she fnsisecd
Geds help st
e anyway

I the meantime. there came from the Gestapo a form 1o declare.
w of the Family had ever been to Palestine and if they had the
ikt g0 back there, This wss kst sehat Mother was i for

at she did not need one at all becasse with
M help

ould get hrough any problen and Ged we

She filled it oul, saying Uhat she and Sumck bad both been in
Palestine hefore the war and they arrived in Poland when Uhe war
broke out. and they got stuck anc could not gt back anc they

would like to register now and be able 10 rerirn

Many monhs went by ax 1 anyihin
came August 1942, The Germans organized the biggest selection of
Radom Jews, whereby anyone who had no working pass stating
actory were taken,
ot of Radom and loaded up-on gonds tralns and.senf © the
concentration cam at Treblinka. Mother had no such docunien
50 she wae taken avay o Trebiinka. We never beard any more of s

Father and Sunek bl U

lesine

out it The:

10 0me hea

that they were employed in a Genman esser

working documents o they were
hey were also

ke o e ais Ractory. They worked there and
locked up there 1o live on the prerses

A shon tim bacr ke Gestapo caue 0 the ams Factory looking
for Vother and Sumek hecause the rime hud aived when they
should be Teaving the county 1o go hack 10 Palestine. But Mother
was gone, o they 2
ups
v ille by the Gestapo. Bur on the orher hand, maybe it was

kedt Sumek 1o come alone. Father was very

because e thophe it might be 4 rick and that Sumek would,

and e was saving his ife, <0 he gave Sumek & e bt of money
that e hed and also in case he wold one day catch up with
Wother, e stll had to paits of ik stockings andl a slip that was
hess and perhaps it scould il be usefil so e had hetrer take i
cd the trip alone.

weith him. But Mother was gone and Sumes 5
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i s specals for sales o e 10 e, So

and they also re
there wis ot much room lef there for us. | eame 1o the conelusios

it we should gt i the niking up of ladies” undervear

curselves. | knew where t buy the fabric and [ sl kuew thiee
Factories thet would ke it up for us. All L had t do was get
samples for styles and by the mareriol And secing as we had no
overlicad expenses, we would e much cheaper than any orher

0

producers, especally if we wied 10 be competitive and agre
only a
When 1 prescrtied this idez 10 Mol be was in full agreement

1l masgin of profit

and we decided t© get 01 10 1 immediaiely, Bui 1 could see o
probles, The premises i
e tere was v room for expansion. o before we sarted on
fine

we oceupied were just about filled up

arger premises and move. But i

additional lines we hac

wats not 2 major problen beeaise we were nor bound by any lease

M. Robinsor. 50 we had 1o Took around and find
in 2 suiabic location
ekl within @ feo days we Tound 5ot fus

er place

larger capaciy

space Tt an existing textile wholesale disuiburor ac 49 Elizabern
Street commer Tlinders Lane, owned by o bir. Morgan, who had just

furmied 91 yeurs old and wanted 1o et and sell his bisio

he necded someone 10 ke over bis lease, Mr, Morgan wis an
exiremely religious Cliistun <nd all s imoices saned and

e New Testanent

finished with quotatioss font the Ol a2d b

prined on them s premises were just right lor us. Tle had very
greement

lite Sock and the rent was qilc low, 50 1 cae 1 an
nd we

with i thit e would ke over the lease immedintely o
would buy all his sosck if e would sell it 10 us a7 a recluced pricc o
tat we could resell it quickly. He agreed to cverything ut he had

one special condition tar we had 1 promise o Gl all i Tes,

othersise e cocldnot sell 1o us. The conditon was Lt he did o

e il we were Jewish o Chritian, but we st laithiully promise.
0 respect the Bible us ko s 1o puoblem for
me becanse L abways did and always will respect the Bibe, and |
could make that promise o him 2 good faith

We signed the comzct ard moved in there within o wecks

s wre lived. This
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ety did W job ToF ira. 56/ 1S sysiéon veilly’ Belped a'lar
because you eidher Ly down 0 sleep at 9 p.m. and g0t up at 2 .

ind weat Home. So |

aryou by down au 2 o and got up at 74

tecpy. and alitough Tskepta it on Saterdy. may

day right and Sunday. The

fiiends and 1 could sill have fun
¢ of the job was that T could no longer g0 10
Welbourne 1o vist the Ko iz 10 then the.

ex sympathized with me. Hut sl jo:ned Pinnek and

oy disedan

s on Fridays. el

e
s family for picnics on Sunday alieeroors.

S everythiag worked out all vight for me, hue [ sl did nor
for Rachel 1@ foin me. And
nd T was sure € could work,

progress a single step fowards arcingi

then suddenly 1 hed 2 bright id

Anyore in Ausialia who was well established couid apply for an

immigracion permi for any refugee from Europe. They don' even

bave o be relawee hut they I 1o seraniee et they would
provide them with employment and accommodation. The only
e had 10 b single

prolen was that ia the case of o gir refugee,
Sa it suddenly hit me that when Rachel erassedd the border from

Greclioslovakia to Germany. she wis a refugee without 4 passport,
sy could it non be armanged Lt she was single? All she had 1o
o was regiser hersell a3 a eelugee under her paiden name and
e, this

she would b a single girl. And as she hadl er binh ceri
should be o problem xcept, tat you secdec the full caoperation
of he German suthenities in Munich. In shat regarel, | was sure that

Shiamek Salzberg would he the right persont 10 do it for her as a

capable macher
Awaacher”in iddish
he wants to do with anyone anywhere in the world, and he has

aperson who e amange anything

muliple ways of getiing 2l the conpesation Fom any oy
aspwhere. So T wrote 10 Shiamek and asked him i he could da it for
e and conver Rachel from Karman back to Lehman by perting the

sight docymentation fiom the authorities in Munich. His answor
s, S o problem. All you ave 10 do is wait a licle,” o 1 was

wery happy, and ko that this would be arsanged. Then 1 would

approach someone in Avstralia and apply for a permi for her, 15l
looked! very promising indeed
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e excused himself for a minue and the he cane back wit lis
whole

aff and he s1id to them, pointing © me. “This is the firs

e | g 2 blonde Jew. Don't you thin’s s & mast

unuswal” To e this was @ surprise becise altiough truly we
were the only family with blonde sons in Radom, 1 sy

af e e s youns tmen in Palestine, but apparendy

was unusual 4 it e in Avsinulia, | have so iy very

blonde grandcluldren now i Tsmel and no one makes any

comments ahaut . alough Rachel cals e blonde gl “beautful
shikses” and by mow they fave gatten used to that e and they
Know what i means. alihough she docs not call the hlonde hovs

Anyway, we sigred he lease und we were diie 1o move in one

week Jster, s we had 10 quickly buy some furninure and.
Ktchien wtensls and bedding and whatever we would recuie o
vered on the first of March

dh the building was far from being

iish 4 home, and we: bad i all del

when we moved in. Alio,
finished, o

apasinent was completed. but dhere was sil the tall
round the building and 1had 10 close the g at
night and open itin the moming for the workers 1o come is. 1 did
et mind that. We bad @ home now and | was sure it would rot be
long and it would all be finished and we would have a lovely
grcen downsiains and we would be happy iving tere

1w hare o sy goodbye 0 Mos. Sidebotion because we got
oo wel, and we felt very con:

rtabic there. She tried i gve us

the Best she could znd she was very somy 1o sce us leave. she 1okl
s hat she would Aot mind at all if we stayed with her with the
by, but this woukd have been uscomforiable all around. We bl
good times on Monkstadt siceet and ahhough the
problens, we ot ssed 1o i

For instance, the second night we stayed there and we were

making the bed 1© go 1o sleep, we saw a Fitle mouse running

around on the sheer. 1t was terzible, but we
we got rid of i But the worst thing was the noise from the
Irins stopping at the nearby sation about thiee minuies’ walk
vy We heard every tain stoppin

wn mouse irps and

ind then blowing the whisie

cazne
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wnil e colleted hirmself, and then 1 drove bim heme 1 could quite
rsand hov fe fel

W still had 2 continuous lahoue turnover in the factory. Iy now
most of the Tebarese and alestinians had [ef, and their phace was
tken over by Tuks which was the Jargest immigration 10
Australia, And then, for the Frst time in aur experience, we had

Jabour problem. We abways complied by the wies concerning
d

ihowr, and we were possibly the only factory thal introduc
campulsory aron membership o all ous emploges. This meant
tataay worker who ok on a job in our Factory had 1 beeonme
mersber of the textile workers” uniun: we dedacted ther weekly
membersti fees, which were then transferved o the union offce
The union kaew thar we adhered to all the rules and 3 there wes

any minor dispute o argument, we always called them in o serle

it We ofien had very friendly visits from the wnion president, i
sdmired the way we handicd our refarionships with onr workers,
A that time, the wages were controlled by the govcnment anid

noemploye wes tess o move than the cstadlishee

wage, which was reviewed crery thice months and adustcd
d

among Gur Turkish worcers a fes Communist paritime sudents

secording to inflation and the cost af living. Apparently, we i

who hacl recently come in, They started 10 inciie al the Turkis
workers o sy that these young men were their leaders and 1o s
o a big
would g on sicke, When this demand was preserted 10 us, we

e wige and  thisaten that if they id ot get it, they

€ould notaccentit hecase the nest revien was cue in one mont <
allomed by faw t imercase the wages a1 that
POt S we called the wnion officils, who armanged 4

e and we e

eting

with all the workers and explained the realty of the siuatio

n 1o
hen.

This i nat lelp, bowever, because aliiough most of e
warkers agreed with st union officiak and did not want 10 go o
sk they wee hoing menaced by the Turks, Tva of 0z warkers
were aifed and bl o be hospitalized. We then called in the
P
161y to avaid any more physical vioence. I ook nealy 4 meck

e an had twelve police officers strioned around the Lactory
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s Seotlanc. From what 1 read about Scotland 2d the Scouish
it vy interesting and very proniising. And now my
cre Tulfiled and | was going o go the way 1 had clio
being fate 1938, | woukd hase 10 stant out in the
1939-1910. Well a5 | s getting oct of army service anyway, ane

there Twould have lost e years if ok have had oo 2, so

s

R S A0

g 1 for
Palesine. 1939
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pesfect, We were all very Bappy and we assured her it she would
evertually be 2 topnoich caok and baker, which of caurse tred
out o be true.

Rachel e he helcany of ot
Nachaani St aprivient in
T, 1043

Moshe and Sumek Both tked Ractiel very much This made me
el very good because she and [ were getting serious sbout joining
our lives ogerher, and it made e hippy to know thet my brothers
et the same opinion of her that 1 fad,

s Tiked 10 go Tor  couple of days 1o Cairo whenever | had
more thian one day off. 1 used 1 go here witk: Biends, and we
always had  very enjoyable time there, Bui | recuher once |
o a tram in the centre of tawa and there was o plce 10 st a5 ¢
was very eranded, 5o was standing up with people 21l around .
Whe 1 gt o my stop, | ot off the tram and suddenly noticed rwo
cuts in my font touser lig pocket, exactly along the small wallet
which contained al my amiy decuments and some money. |
sealized it 4 pickpocker who had heen standing right next o me
made w0 razor blade cuts along the side of my wallet, which of

P
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weasonable. For the agreed fee, all the gacds would be returned
w
ereed w i

then armanged for 4 telephone call 10 advise Uncle Mottel. He

rrangement but he saic thet he did net feel Fe

travelling 1o Poland and that he wanted 1o sell the stodk 1o bis

competitors and thac we shocld a
| thar was what we Gid. The onest trieves

prany price and lock up the

store. A

cturned everyhing down 1o e Lt item, with not even one pencil
For e s was a very exciting story. T wes on for a few weeks,
At time when frere was no ievision, and considering that this

s 2 tru story i was better than sy TV show!

1 remerner aerher robbery that bappened about & year later

ey, The systean in §

oo hat e

which coneeened iy

was that the domestic help never did any luundry hecasse the

o of other chares o b aitedec 10 and Enndsy was quite «

complied afliz, T was ur times s vear by a special

Faumdry wortan who was booked fot @ week of washing ad @

week of oning cact time. Nawrally, it was all done by frn
Bermveen the wshing and the o g 1
nd, depending on
sumner and never fess thar fonr weelss in the winter!

was the drying period

on. s ok about @ week in the

The wasring was camied up 0 the 10p floor of the building,

atic with clorhies Tines serun, fron: oe end

e otlier, This space had 10 be reserved from the cazetaker decause
ity ar

wer polish family Zived o the 05 floor, anc tor & small

every fenant needed it at sore paint 1

o

ngetent was

payment they promiscd 0 malst sure that o one went wp © e
ause. There was 2 general soeuity asmangement in Radom and
perhaps everyahere in Poland that the main gate (o wvery building

andi e home.

s Toeked by the caretaker at 1030 p.r nyonc

pell. He would come

Tater than tha, ey had ( ting the caretal

o the St gate o idesiy who it was and i you Tived there, e

swould open the gate 0 et you . and Forthis you e 1o give i a
. S0 of course  pighE NERe W5 10 WO Of StFange:s et g in

During the day, we bad those 1ap floor neighbours keeping thei

cye on the
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and the stuffing, Giocia Tabale did that too, ke anyone else, b
s vsed 10 pull ou the whole thead wnd dry i out so hat she
coul use it the followsng week lor the new megaie fnsicad of

i hread whick of course wonld

1 waste!

ting anothier b
The
everytbing and. s o maner of et e Bt cleciic

were alwags very rich and could alford the best of

wrinerion |

ever s wars in ther house ata e when everybody else sill lad
ice hoses, But ever with this. they did something bizarre. he
friige Rack s ehrome-piated handle For perting azd shtting, 1 fer

bt the chrome might wear off. ey covered the

picee of doth sewn around i (o prevent the chiome-coverd

Bandle from wearing avay
OF coutse praple who live it way ard do those sorts of things

dontrealize how ridicu.ous they are. and it 5 o wse teli

seguing, wirh them boensse € is their namuse and They canno

change. When Giocia Tobale died of 1 sudkden heart atack in 1945,
when she was in her ke 305, her sopieed dagier, Yochevel

showed me all e thizgs thet Ause Tobale ac

oancs and never used, Thre were curmins lying e

up for the windows in the main rooms but were Zo: used hecanise

they wonld fade from tre sun. New tbieclohs thar were never

fouched becase they would Fave 1o be washed and would

ecome worn o and cutlery that was never wsed for the same
cason

Howerver, ey were not the only peaple who behaved that way
Eremerber that Aatie Eva (Eva Goodman in Velbonme 1
tat when her Eaher died and they looked inio his wardrohe 1 few

s e, they found u ot of shirts clothes and undersvear that his
ehildren had bougtu lia for bis Sinhdays over the yes, Th
acked andl never opened becase be tiougt, as

o his wefe, il it was & pity 1 use all s new

items were fully

g when the od anes were stll i good condition ard not yet

fully worn o
To continue, what other rels

startagain on Mlorher's side. | mentioned her brother Yankel

s did wee have in Rackom? 1 wil

ner sister Tobale, but Moder fad another brather and another

—hre
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oy i 50 the whole Family made her leave the couney
and get as fa avay as possible, which meant to Ausraliz, They had
avery happy lfe there, brought up theee chl
sespecable fandly, 5o 1 wmed out quite diferently o what the
family thought their foture was going 10 be and there was
 be sshamed of.

By the seay i1 is an established fat thar everyone wih e naine

Sepha

ren, and were 4 very

absoluicly

in

Ashkenazy 5s Sepataadic, und everyone whose name i Trenkel is
s Ashikeruazy (Trenkel mears “Sepharci in Viddish). T don't know
ese confusing facts arose, but thar's how i .

A simila incideat occursed 1o the sanse branch of the Komian
One o
ave mentioned before, i Tove with 7 named
d 103 proer
Kosher Jewish Earily, but the trouble was that while the Kormans

eir brothers, Pinnek,

iy in Rador in the late 192

Regina Glare She was a heauiful gl and belong

svere all Businessimcn in various trades and well established on =
gl el in the Jewish community. Regina Gl ather owned

tuck and some horsc-drawn <
W

digriy of the Korrs, and Pianek was wamed

s and e delivered goods fam

aw 1o Radom. Now this oceupation was below the social
s father thatil
e insisted an marrying Regin. be would have 1o leave Radom and
80 1 Australia, where he alre: tanley, who
sernally had gane there o fis own free will. (Stanley fiad tied 0
fet established in Palestine and stay with lizhutk, but s did not

y b brother

work out 50 he seuled in Melboume.)
I retrospect, the expulsion of Pinack and Regina
ous Favour for thenn because they setled there very

Ausiralia

successfully. They had a thriving kniting business, had o
children, and they hadd a home thar

15 abways ull of Fiends und
refaives, Those Konuans becane one of the most popiar Jewistt
families in Nelbourre

Andt now | w

leaving for Australia hut of oy owa free will .1
wen t0 say goodhye © Lzhak Komnan at b offce. He was very
happy 10 sec e and 00 up 1o greet me. Bt when 1 okl him
why was there and hat | was eaving Paletine he following wees
for Mellaurme, he was so shocked that ke had 10 sit down, “How

“261e
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Giva Staul cemeters. Rachel i Lo hougd s plices nest a i
<o that whe the tme comes. we will al be near caeh oter.

This cenninds me ofa sory | have to el you that involves Father s
erave in the Melborne cematery. 1 happencd in e 19705

“The Taation Denartment in Melhourne empioys o fesy hundred
mspectons whose o0 5 0 go around o the kirge businesses, dhe

ones whose tumover and salos are in the igh millions, and
exaniine their hooks at least ance every two years. The business

peapl i question are advised prior 1o the nspectors visit,

they have 1o armange for their aceountasts and auditons o be
present so that they can o
inccgulaites.

Gur auditors warmed e that this would be 4 ver
ecause e officials would spend weeks i our office and poke
around with silly problems, even thoug eversthing would b in
s have o find some problenn, or

swer any queries and explin any

messy jols

perfeat onder, And tiey al
create one, o justify their job and 10 spend more time than
necessary so that they will he ully cmployed. And our auditars,
who had some really bad experiences and unnecessary trousle
whunever they Fiad been witl themn, wamed me 1o prepare niysell
for a few very unpieasant weeks. | could not do anything about it
so 1 waited for the tax men to come and co whatever it was tey
tad 10 do

“The morning they arrived | was not involve

as ey exanized

books with our accountants and auditors, and they kept the whole

e sall by ooking for all kinds of import documents,

imvoices, and al sors of papers o coroborate the aceount
slance sheets. | ust thought 10 myself tiat if
how far behind we will be with our

ancy

computer entries an
this was going © trke we

olce secordls and liow costy it s 10 employ auditors 1 it there 5t
could 1 do? This was the
10 cooperate and do our

& hundsed dollazs an hour. Bu w

govemment txarion system, and we had
part.

Then sucdenly 1 had sn idea. The more T than
more lelt that  should do it beeause « could not dos any banm and
© might fust help, Seeing s nobody needed me in the office,

bout i, the
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that 1 did ot newd she meter and 1 would pay him ia dollrs, He

wats very Eappy and obligingly 100k us where we waned 10 go. On

the way to the aiipon, he explied e that the reason no ane
they prefeed to stay around
her they
tires and

wanted 10 g0 1o the airport was thas
e city and do nothing hecause they got therr w
had a customer o not. But they were esponsible for thei

it ey ware ot hefore @ year was over. they bad 1o

s wh

penalty
Anamusing story happened a tre hotel we were staying . This
was a totel for foreigners anly, <o it pposed 10 be figh
scandied, but it was totally run dowa 2d everything was of very
poor qualiy, including the service: Opposite our be there w
et stip an the wall with water lezking fom pstizs, dripping
funther down 10 the floar heneath us. Althougl we complained
aliout it, o one bothered 1 ook nfa it o teke care of i,
ere, we b dinnee in the horel

Tor the two days that we saved
also for wurists only The pric
¢ [oad was quite good. Bt when [ was

dining -oom, which ws were

extrermely moderare snd o
prescated with thet bill Tor the meal. Usaw that the ameount w
heee times tigher than the price lised for the dinnes So © called

aver the waier and asked him why that was. He had the rig
answer, Tz reminded me that when we faished onr dinner he
wheeled along a tolley with some desserss, and my wife and | each
chase ane. OF course, the dessents were ot on the price lisr, and

they were v

The following night
toughe that we would get away withour dessert
sally 3 very plessant place. and they had

¥ expssive.

were there for dinner again, This time |
2 see what

wauld huppen. 1t w
some musicians playing chamber music on a small stage. When we
finished our dinner and the waier came alorg witk the dessert

olley, we refused che offer. Then came the hill and it was four
e ahave the listed pricel 1w very curious o knows what the
waer's explanaion woud be this e, so 1 called him over and

said, “Tonight we did nor have any dessert, s why 3 the bl <o

g He very calmly replicd, A, bt tonight s have music, so

yont are eing charged for U
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help 1o dliane the auteome of the war. 1 did not e with my

and depressed

prother because [was e

B o et

and do something 1o make mysel lec! heter
When @ eld my wun and uacle
ey of conrse were even ore

dstein what Lintended 10 do,

cainss it A Tobale said Uit i

iy mother knew what | was planning 10 do, she wou'd ror anly

aggainst it but she would step Anc. besides. she

disclosed 10w, shi b ben planning for a loag fime thac Tsiould
evenmually marmy Yocweved and becone pas of the Family snd her
sole hetr

Wl that made me think even more sbout what | should do 1
sk ot i being her heir, b 1 wanld never hink of g

Nocheved. She was much oo fi, foo simple-arinded. roo egoistic

oo relgious. ad shie was part of a Fanily that  could never agree
1o live wih. 5o 1 poliely declined <nd told then that ray mind was
made up and my decision was imeversibi.

When 1 say that Yocheved was too religious for my liking, 1

should also mention that at that tine ©was abo outwardly just as

s, Even hefore

caving Lo as n yousg boy 1 was gradually

wiving up et sestictions which 1 considered foolish

unaccepiable, thisgs ke covering your hiead or ot swiichin

igts an or off on Shalyxs or praying
ver ailiough witho
antiquated customs. However, wilt the progress of the war and

lirce s a iy, Moshe ws
Al those

just the same, but 1 was sill 2 bel

with the Ko ledge that religious Jews and innocent children were

i Killed for no reason oter than the fact that they were Jews. 1

I o find

s losing, my seligious feclings very quickly, as

nswess o all the questions that kept coming up all the tim,
i P 2 up

So s poodhye to the Feldsieias and |said goodbye 10 boshe

nd 1 signecd up with the army. Tweas sent 105

called Zenifi, 1was issued 4 uniform and at et e T could o

anly one choice — 10 foin e RASC (Royal Army Service Corps) or
¢ RASC | would

Al generally in transporiation

RE (Royal Engineers). 1 was told that i
probably become 2 ik driver o ¢

andl it could be anywhene on any front. 1 the RE there would b

some speciul dutics with ad

wcing

i reeating?). There

e
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appreciated by everyone, especially since it did not happen very

ofien except on special occasions such as faunily celebrations,

Meind, who was now Hieen years okd, was Secoming more
seligious, but i & moderate seay, and wee dict not tind. What wass
causing this inclination wward Judaism was 2ot the Fact that she
Jad i fesw religfon
went on during, the schacl holidays. At her school,
wrmed fifien the admins
level 1o & place in the coustry for a week-long aid-term holiday
The wip was called “Counterpoian.” 1 acdiion to the teachers that
Stutes

giliciends but the special class tip that she
als
tion used 1 send all the classes of her

wrent with them, 2 group of young men from the Unite
joined them as well. Dressed like "hippies,” in jeans and T-shirts
they would play guitar
scell a Jewish songs in
ks about religion and how important and valuable i is 1o become:
¢ the Jewssh rivals and traditions.

These yaung men were actully rabbis sent out a5 missionaries
by the Chabad Chassidim. and they were very efficient, Melinda
o the only one that they had “converted.” Quite 4 lot of the
gis were long, and
on weat back (o behaving the way they used . Witk

i sing all Kinds of modern sock scngs, s

jsh and in Hebresv. They talked 1o the

religious and 16 obs:

nced. For many of them i did not L

Melinda, however, their influence was much deeper and it lstcd
farever.

Athouglh Melinda neve ol s how we should belrave and ske.
accepted o0r home the way it was, we coukd not ielp noticing that
whenever her religious gilTiends visited her, she felt embarzassed
that she could not offer them anything o eat or drink because we
did nor have
W kosher one. it would not e ou inconvenient for us, 4
could ahways have non-Kasher nucals out in any restaurant, if we s
desired This kosthering of the kitchen made Melinda very happy,

Kosher hoe. So we decided 1o convert our kitcher
il

especially since she had aever asked us to do L. She very much
poreciated the fact that we had done i of our own free will and
not because of a demand on her pan

e Fioniically inclined, Melinda jained
T Aldva, which suted her very well When she fnished school

5 religions s well






index-134_1.jpg
sehool were hazd for e t0 usderstand. So 1 Tadl 1o do some et
work. Luckily. 1 bectue riendly with some 2ogs who were quite

appy e help me. Also my e Guldhors: fou: Radoon, wiio w

aays 1op in i, was very helpfil 2 well

Whenever we bed o free oveing or on 1 Shabbas,  large group
o us sedd to et together and alk and joke and Tave fun like 56
pany. I those days there was 1o teleision, 50 dicatiegues, no
outlt clubs. so the only entensinment sailabie was e picures,

Sometines we would 2010 1 cale, but of couse we had 0 warch

As 1 mentioned previously, 1 was Lty well seted fiancially

cause | hed saved the mwoney Leamed fiom my foh. 1 had at east

fives monthe pay of sx ponnds per snonth, which gave e & totl of

ity poands. It sounds ke o litle pocset money by tday’s
stadnds, bur in those years it niade e fec! seeure. as long us 1
who hid even ess

warched my expenditures, Some of the boy

than | id and swho could o et help from Preir families, stanted

working in the: port on night shifi and on Saturcdays, loading cascs

o oranges ono ships, s Lie dtrus season had just sincd

1 thonght [ might o the same, o one night | wen with a group
O students 1o check - aut 155t when s what was invalied and
that yon had to da the oading mo-stop for zine houss a3 tne, 1
justconld o bring myself 10 do i, especialy since  had ticd o i
orie o of oranges and it was simply 100 heavy forme o even pick
up. Al 1 did not even Bave 10 ke on 3 fob heciuse my
pareats wiole me and told me that they were going o mcke @
manthly transfer of 120 7larys “rom Poland so that | shotild nor have
o womy ahout money and put all my cfforts o studying
Howerer, 1 Iell that the time fad come when [ shouid be
irdependent and not get any spport from home, so 1 weote and

wised thenn not 16 send me any poney as | had il plenty and |

0 take 07 20 sy job 10 help me aut in the fune.

I the mesntirme, Tand my ficnds ticd not 1 spend to0 much

e orly things s spet money on wee the sent far our oo
e seonl fees for the Technion, and food. Now, | solved he foorl

problem in avery smple way. Finsly, beeaklast The people ©live
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B o bl s it was now e early 19305, my parents had become

e Mo, Stmek was nor sent o cheder Tk Moshe and 1 had

e bt went o0 moden Kindergarten, sill Jewish but ctherwise

fully modemized, with boys and girs togerber al speaking polis
ind the boys wearing no hts

1 have already deseribed our problems in 1929, 1 was thinking of
3L bt

e there were 5o events that stayed in my memory. Notring

what 1 could say shout 1931 1o mind

he
o ey importence happencd except for vo minos incidents that |
L

One was in 1931 when | was about twelve vears old. As |hav

g with all our ex studics

mentioned. s were 5o busy e

hat the anly day we had a ew frce hovrs was Saturlay afiemoon
fer the main meal. This ws the day when | used 10 2 0t on v
ot a3 pn. and meet up with the boys and gils from my
class. W
and erack jokes. We fell very free s we b
st than visiting each ather at home
he walk we took was called = “Zloinika do Rembika " It extended
from 1 jeweliery score called Zotnik a1 the comer 1o the next
kavect
bt e would sl back 476 forth g cnes for

¢ wonld walk together sion; ou street and sl el scories

s aclults wit: s,

we were happier ot in the

fetetia was locaten

e, here the & Itwuk abour

en minues

ot two or three hours, depending on the weather, so that by 6

P, the latest, we would reurn home,

One Sy afieroan on of the hoys told us that € was bis

ar Mz and e fovited il of us o come 1o dhe parr tha
evening, OF course awe al apreed. We went fhere affer our walk

s 1 lid ot ke fnvo account ot Twvas usually home by six. The

s one ar home knew that 1

would be e, and there w
anghow, 1 simply did nt

@ notelephones at that time in Kadom.

s 1 couldnt call, Bu ik that my

pirests might be worsied, which was mther sl of me

s this was the Frs time such @ thing happened in our iy
ou can smagine how iy patents went czizy with wary. By 9 pa,
they svent 1o the police o repont me missing The police couldnt

el then because they had not gorten g reports

ul e, o
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St Bornar's Chiarch and pubie adon s sce flom o aperivicn
sl ot Zevamshicges Stves

Hoever, thiking back 10 ovr lat in Radom, we acwally had a
e acioss the read was the Distric

very scenic apen view
Court with  large
Chuch shich was nestled behind & precty, well-wnded grden. |

andes i G in addidon 10 5t Benerd's

remember tha the biveas were cut with a seytie. and the nian who
i the sk el o siop exers T minutes 1o sharpen his sevihie

with 2 rge stane. Thinkiz hack s my childhood and acales
i that flat. 1 i it was there that | acquited the reed 0 lave an
open view fiom the windw. | could never live in 4 house o it
e view. This i probably

apartmet that badl buildings obstucting

the reason thar any flator house we -t or bought smply bad o

have 1 view

The Ry g, about memaries from childhood s thac

everyihing i your mind appears so mueh bgger than it veally was,

For exaple, .. Bernard's Church acrass the road from our flat
was, in my ind.
rae s S Parick's Catedral 1 Melbourne. However

many years laer, when Sumels weat hack to Poland, he took a for

i enomious st with  very high seeple. a6
st s

of picaes of Radonn. Fron: the snapshors | saw that the ehurcly
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us had  be very competent and very efficient

There was anather hidder: cost which did pat worry s hecause
ment In e
The armangement was
Ut i 1 gares fromm one yard of fabric, the
maker-up quoted a yardage that was ive percet more. When e
cutup 100 3, but he delivercd only
100, 50 that the fve et garments, which he sold on the side were

was included in the pr
was called “cabh

of the yardage per

Uknorw wh

but 1 dor:

could be mace u

ments he really produced 1

anaddiional incane 1o the amaunt he was chacging for the sewing
of the garments. Everybody in the busitiess was awae of this

scherme and it was Fully aceepred.

Very quickly o vew premises stasted 1o fll up and our sales

el continuously. Since Mouel and [ we:

cxtremely busy ull
i timme we ook on, i addition 10 our interstate agencs, a salesman
w vist all the buyers in he ci

a5 well s 5 suburban sales

represenative and an ouof town rep, We also engiged a
salestnan 0 attend 1o the customers who came in 7o see s at the
warchouse. The test of the sta

was busy wil sendling ot labrics
for make-up. receiving the madk up goods. soring out gt
and ki up ordlers wid iy
and growing production, we employed o fullime sccountant
el

invoices. With such no-sion

From my rwa hrothers, seho were

il livieg in forael, | received

nilicting newws. Moshe seas quite hapny in the motor workshon
that he had establishedd with 4 parine:

and b et s wile Claya
st bad their first chid, il gal named Dorie, Lowerer Sumek.
who hud served in the I
Drora Amiza, the daughte of the Amiravs whon Rechel warked

clamy during tie 1948 wa: and parcied

for when we lived in Givat Ramban, was not 50 happy there, He
. 1annah. How
Jd bave had il

andlbiswie also had a Tile giel, whom 1h
s thatall three of us brorher sho
s onr firsi-hom ehild, Sumek wroe 10 us and said Ut he would

a0t mind coming 10 Ausirla. When | okd Fader e Suek was
considering coming 1o Ausirala, he
mean that onr fanaly would be togeer again. He hoped et
mavie Moshe: would follows and i us a8 well

very happy because i
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in ferusalem. When Adsm finished & all - and it seally was 2 fued
k to Jerusalem 1 get seady o the arry call-up

b — b weat b

e e a conple of weeks kater, before the end of the year.
Zeylek told me once again 7ot 0 worry. He said that he would

manage very well o bis own and i texe was a serious purchasc

offer, he would advise me and | wocld come buck and finalize it

with him

S0 in Decermber of 1993, Rachel and 1 sid goadhye t Australia
after we binded over aur home 10 the people wio bl bough 3.
W hat even when we came back, we would
b s viskors, staying a4 hotel and the only home we had now
wasin ac speat forty
ot lifetenc, and

o e for sure

i yeacs in Melbourne, which i

wsalenn. 1

a ver had any problens there, sor even 15 a

foreiganer who tried 1o acclimaiize hut not o ssinilize, We were

weated comeatly and niely by neighbonrs, by strngers, by
business assoctates. and
discrimination of any kindt That i why i there was so pleasant
and moubledree because the Austalians are by nature friendly

all the authortics, without any

becple. geale, polite, and ready 1o belp anyone at any tie. | am)
sure dhat there are

xcepiions, bul we werc lucky it we never
e across anyone wio treated us badly,

And in addfion o that, we wways had that feeling of full
nt anywhere in the world could upsct o

securiy, whereby no
disturly this peaceful way of e because we were so fsolated znd so
far away from other countries where tozble miight oceur, And that
is precisely why 1 had chosen Austaalia s the place where |
decided 0 build our home and esabiish a family. Tooking back
now, Lcan say that | made the right decision, and 1 fully succeeded

in ereatingzthe kind of e that { had plenned and that all my dreams
have come inue,

But all those posiive elements nomvithstanding, Rechel and 1
could nor continue o live there hecavse how cauld we sty away
fiom our loving and Jovely children and grandcildres? You on
Dave 10ty 0 enjoy every e of your life.

live once, and
And there i nothizg niore enjoyabi |
belovead o of chikdien and grandchildren. Granted, we bive -

yo

in heing surrounded by

care
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wihole iy gets together, we have at least four or fve Faily
parties with combined celebrations of various binthdeys and
anniversaries In e last e years these parties have taken place in
Gur home, and the kids call thent pizza and Chapugne patics.
While perhaps gascronormically pizza does nar g Wit chapagne.
the children want to make i casy on Rachel, 50 they onler pizes to

Michal perforviig of the Presidents Resicence i Jorsalen.
accompranied by ber motker on fhe piano. 1993

be delivered 1 on place. Some also bring some quiches For
waery, and we all enjoy those simple, happy gaterings that
sparkle with good champagae and high spiris.

We cannol of course overlook the contribution that is made ©
aur daily excitcment by the interminable Bghis among all political
partes and public ligures, not 1o mention the trouble we consiantly
ace with avr neighbanrs the Arabs who surround us from all sides,
except the apen sea. The more vau think about it the less of 2
solution you can find

As 1 ave mentioned hefore, Rachel abvays blames Moste

01
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the compoe or sore dussert, ther you stood behind fose oo

people sothat swhen they oo up o go, you took thet

s That

was the gener ent. But some neople e i you

d them, and they aie slowly and talied and
-

were waiting behi

smoked 1 ciggrete and make you wait as long as it suited hy
Mosie found a way of overcoming thit. Instead of waiting a litle
di
that he neary e

iscsing the chair. he would g0 s right < 1o the chair s
d on it Then he would eough every mizic so
$ihey would gt up s

hat e peaple sting conld net stand it ar
quickly s possible
We were definely two of Ui worst cusomers. Bead and

st were e, so we nsed (0 ask for e elpings of bread and

witer Tor aur meal see useel o order an enire of staffid spiee

That was 2 large portion of meat end rice and i was very
fnexpensive. so we were quite happy to eat there. That was oot of

e hiad 1o waet

conrse every day. but nost of the S becanse
our budget Moshe was sill earming @ pound a month. | don't
remember what my wages were, but they could nog have been

much for hall tme only. 1w,

wery busy in the erening

bl 10 i ot of haneork in English and in French, and T eacld
ot putansthing o beciuse 1 had o see the teaches every day
i
course hielped me o lot. | never progressed very nuch with ny

o Jate 2t sight 1 used 10 sead my Fnglsh book. and this of

Trench hecause | did ol read anyiaing i that linguage exeept

e, 0t 1 dic not want 1o give up Trench o

what e teacher
case Dol need it ore day. T gl that 1 continueed

Vi in Tl Aviy i 1936, Lalso

st remembezed now tat wl
ening sudies hat kept e quite sy, While [ was

i some e
working o thie building on Kalish,

sircet, [decided that 1 shold

ke some business cowse and learn accouing and other

smmercial subjects. So 1 enmolied i an evesing sehool. Sevori
Business Course This was a daily afZair for fonr monils wad when
thinieen

o grcuated you ot diplonsa, In e cless there we:

stadenis, miely people in their thirties who were all working

various businesses and wanied (o advace

On graduaion when we veceived our cenificate, | nked op
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Aneite at age tun and @ balf. 19

 great benfit 10 aur partnership thit we always agreed on every
iseue and sever had any arguments abous anyihing,
There was only one

s on which Motte did nocagree with me.
Tty believed that Auscralia was the safest place in the world and
that e wauld cever be involved inany more wars, That was why T
ad Teft Palestine and Europe anct wen e the e of the wesld so
1 conld live in & place where T could raise 4 Family and have no

e
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har nowaddays it would have been much hasder o gt something

amanged without Flly follawing the Rabhinaie

sequiserents
As 3 rule, 1 dont huave mch 1o do with rabbis but about fily

v, in 1993, 1 had ano t
the Jeruselem Rabbinare. Hagat andl | were asked 1o appear

et meeting witl: 4 rbl, this t

witnesses for Dudu Karman, Bella's san, who was getting marsice.
e needed two witesses 1o artest Ut he was a bchelor. Hagat
nent, It

ues and he e o Then | sert in

was the fist 10 g0 it the abbi's office o sign the st
ok bim only a few mi

The rabbi was a decent-looking middle-
beard. He asked me e relevant questions about Dudy and gave
me a statement 1o sign. When | fnised he said. ~Tell me, do yor

sed man with a long

enow if Ducis's motier was Jewish? | was a bit surprised, as what

i his cuacstion v t0 o vt my it 1o the sbiz By now he
alreads’ knew morc about Dud than 1 did, sc 1 supposed thet he
s

v cnough 10 6o. S0 Fthought, o L will ror answer this question

t rying 10 be clever or mayhe kil sone tne, i he did o

and Lsaid to him, “Rabbi, I don'treally know, but s she is my wile's
sister, 1 presume that she is also Jewish.” So he sud 10 me, “And
b do yo know that your e 5 Jewidhi' | answered, “Well,
don't really knon bit ecause she makes peife fish every Friday
night and focksher w5t yoicé, Tam sure she must be Jewish.” When
e b feard my aswer, he could see thar hie would niot get very
ar with me, so ke said, “All ight” and he let me go

Bic now 101991 and our upeoming wedding. We had
establishedd the dare as February 1. and the time s G:30 o in
Uncle Fdelsburgs lat on the first Toor of 57 Herad St
the way. his business, the hardware sore, was Jocated on the

where, by

ground floor. Rachel spent the day with her unele and aua, and |
staged with Moshe and Sumek. The arcangenent was that a: 6 pom,
the Felelsburgs' eldest son, Tizhak, would pick us up by tasi and
take us to his parents’ house, where the chigpa would he ser up.
“The time was upproaching but izhak was not there yer, Then it was
6:30 and sill no sign of him. We were getting quile impaticn, but

we coukl ot do aich about it hecause in those days hucdly
nyone hid 4 telephone. so we could not just call and ask what

zine
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nonreigious people, witl the same atitude twards women and
men, Jewish and non-fewish and without any discininatioin
whatsouver, but with open sinceriy and frie

“Therefore. Tappreciated very much his effort o come and see the

liness,

—aine
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e okay i T had arived two weeks carlor o two weeks b

it
was just the Melbourne Cup horse racc that caused the probler,
P

“Then be s, “Twil
leaving dall at

r two people don't s up on e for sorme reson, so if you are

 you some personal advice, There is 2 trin

.. and somctines i might happen shat one

here a minui before the tain i due o leave and someone did rio,
furn up, the condetor wil ut gore an and issue you a ticket. But it
you have any luggage you must have i wih you, otherwise you
will tre] withaut it 1 thanked him for s zevice, he wished me
ik

There 1 told them that [ was checking ovt that evening but [
might possibly be hack so wonld they keep the room for me uail
9 p.m T packed up and Lent off o the i sation 1o
time For the irain that night 1 bought a platforn: ticket and s the
e waiting there already. | approachid the liead conductor and
ectta i what Twas waiting for and ke said. “Good on you

nd Twent hack 1o my Lo

e Tope you will be lucky. Just wait for me.

Avabout helf st seven he came up to me and i, “Sony. nie
Everyone tumed up. Better luck tomorror,” S0 all | could do was
0 hack tothe hotel. But 1 did not want 1 be dragging my silcises
back and forth every day, so1 cf
out only a few basic it that 1 would keep wili e, which
would make it easier for me 10 el there and back o the
hotel
was so excited

ecked them at the station and 1ok

that ] hal haccly eaten anythi
Lo back 1 the hotel, Twent in 10 their main restsurant for dinner

g all day. so when

vas the first fime | had seen such an elegant re

fauc

reminded me of something | had seen in the old silent flms. The
waitresses were all dressed i black
aprons, and on their hiead they had @ lacy band The way they
ustomers was li

ey ware white felly

served the fo
notking |
lown ieying 10 maintain the old Fnglish rrad

1 and the way they talked o the
s il 5
o and the pre var

d ever seen before. Perth ws ol fashioned

way of lie

The nest nuorming 1 went out o look arou

1d Perth and 10 gt 0
ko the city, 1 was quite impressed because the town iself was
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weryting sent well i e end Bt we did g o enjoy the pury
or e sicsh, and e all the wood things thas were prepared for

e et
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B wilt s, oo, and leamed @ lor abour booskeeping and

ecl my basic knowleds

comnting. AU the same time, 1 4lso acqu
o et — thas s, quality of fabrics and types of knited fashions
suitable for various age goups and approprisie for dilferent
sons. And what is even more importaat, {lewned the principel
T of rusning a profrable business: How 10 increase: your profits

and reduce your costs and expenses.
For cxaple, we had quite  luge section of pame brand.

casmese products like saaps, eams, perfunies, olipasic. el

But we alsa had 4 section of less expensive s de cologae of
unlanliar brands, Father usedl to buy froms the supplier enomious

Hiditer flgons of vacious scenis. We would botle ther ourscives

o smal] contaimers and el them with different mames thar we.

wade . They ooked beaurifnl when we displaved them, and

ey cost ot @ quaner of the price of e athers, vt we sold
U atfll pice, 1 stll seeanber the probleras we bud botlng tie
ensences, It was scsually fun, but it was B from e, Singe he
s were 50 big, we could not b them o pour from e, aud
e ke bottes hal very narmon necks so we hiad 1o +

ot 1 spill e liguid, We used i mubber tuhes 1 decan the

2y caretul

Tragranees, but 10 start off
oing, e trick was ot hold the tb:

we had 10 suck on e b 1 gt i

therwise vou would drizh the e de colgonel This

o1 sk, and | remennber what fun e b ghing a1 the po

persoz: who ended up with ¢l
was the best 41§ and v very proud that i never huppened 1o
[

Qe of the mporant lessons | etz w
convinee & cusiomer that whatever [ was oféerl

p perfime i his mouth! Moshe

how o sel. 1 ad 1o

i
i was or hes benefit and not bec

PN

s Dvaned o sell 5. We were
always ameizedd a ow any cusomer it Mother o Fahier was
serving woukl be conpletely hyprorized by them and trusted e
aupli
o e free

il Some cusiones even waited untl Mother o Fader

they could atead o

By watching aur

reis, we lamed b o3 customes but 0

Uy 2o serve him comecrly and gain bis confidence, Nowad
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fier about s week {1 Zichron Yakov. The army fsued me
regular suit and shits nd shoes so thar 1 could hegin life asa
civilian, | Fad 1o oy clothes with them. | also gor

paid a small zmount of moncy and was given a chit for 2 NAFFI
d atfrer alcoholic

oy

store (an army store for soklie

o buy whisky -

heverages al inespensive prices for the next three months. They
1110 see a1 docror

s Rachel and 1 had nor found an

also fssued me a refe
renent yet, T went 1 sty

with my brothers unil we found u suitable place t live, and she
stayed on with the Schreiers. What we were looking lor wasa room
with the

we were going 10 do.

in someone’s hous s of the kitchen, untl we setred

dowa and knew wh

W dic nat see anything nice in Tel-Aviv with an open view, but
we found a large room in 2 private house close to Tel-Aviv in Givat
Rambam, which
Tel-Aviv Front higlt on top of the hill through Sarona (which is now
called the Kiryal. We were nor given kitchen privileges, so we
baugiitoursclves a prims (2 small kerosene siove), which we hept

part of Givain. We: had! a beautiful view of

on & pty ornge erate in the comer of the raom. We also bad 1
lovely garden in the back. The house helonged 01 couple named.
Lines, who seemed to be pleasint enough people. so we were very.
hapoy
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the details. The understancing was that we would stay on and run

entage of the income. After

the millfor ther for a certain pe
Iong session we scemed to have been in full sgreement on all the
points until we casne to the seemingly m
right 0 sign the cheques for
withdraval
manage the funds and sign all the eheques because we were filly

01 item of who badl the

arious payments and oy
The idea was fhar we, my parners and 1, would

sesponsibic for the runming of e busines, But the Licherans
als0 wanicd the ight 1 sign chieques withou our approva
purpose of withdrasving funds,

Hese 1 s
of the business ard the Rancial posiion, then T could not allow:

ed 1 said hat if 1 as responsible for the unsing

anyane 1o withdraw funds without iy approval and agresment. |
told thern 1

€ they insisted an doing so. ther 1 could not be
sespansible for the business and [ would just manage
utside. While expressing my poirt. of view, Tsiid ta T ¢
forget what happened 1o the people that Stanley Kormar bought
outand how he had drawa unlimited funds from some 0 coser the
shoragges in others aad how he had seat the Rockman retl grdup
into hankiuptey. cven though they had been doing all righ
ve. 1 could ot take any chunc
b 15 learn from what happened in the past
This upset the Lichermans very much s Juck suid t me, “How
can you compare e 1o Stanley Korman You keiow my seputation
a5 straighiforsiard bisinessiatt who never got into any problems

it as an
il nor

businusswise. There s because |

financially or otherwise” | explained to him that | was not
comparing him to anybody and T did nor mean anything persoral
oy i bt 1 could not work in any business and be responsible for it
while sameane else conld affect its Gnancial position. And for that

reason 1 refused 1 g0 ahead with the negotiatiors. This upset not

oy the Licbemsns bul my pusiners as sell because they were
very keen 1o finalize the deal. 2

k explained w me that the offer
e hacl from the purchaser could not be any etter, We wauld get
filly paid out, we would il receive rent for the premises and
share of the profits, and we would e
st all the procecdings in real e

managing i, Ard we could
and really build up a rew
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Cuar shop (st level) sl apanimost (st oo as i s s
w 7 L
S0

vasiety of articles and 4 harge selection of each article, we bad 1o
mark each e ot only with the selling price. which s the normal
seay e cach retail sop. bt we also had 1o mark the lowest selling
price:

Astlis st price could no b disclosed t the customer, they liad
0 e wrtien in a code where eoch figure was represented by 4
fetter. In ordler Ut we wauld ot forget the system and <o the
customer woukd not he able to decipher i, the basis of our code
s sentence in German.“Gat helf uns” (G-d help us), where the
lefter G=1, $=0... . for example, the code leters for the: price 453
would b HAE

Our salespeaple — about ten girls — hud o charge the customer
e Fall safes price. They were nor allowed 1o sell at the redhiced
asked one of e bosscs, which was eitrer
helped our

bargain price unless
Tather or Moles or Shimele. o Moshe and me, who

daring school holidays or whenever we had azy ree e
Somctimes when the shop wars il of customers, we were eled
o from ourflat 0 Belp out o at a0 custoner would walk ort
ecause he or sie was gering imputicnn waiing for service
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Ioraf money. 1ok his st asd

s
The
pastents, apparenily quitc s

pted daglier o i Tel

e went into the consmuction husiness and serted to build

ccessfully hecanse as far s | know

hey did not sink of goizg back 10 Poland. not even fo a visit, S0

s s, we st lest b them, and we were s that our gkin of
aliva would work oun i time. When we siarted alking ahou it

0 e firs

was only tex

s old and [ was supposed o v hes
o aliyalt, T ozly a6 wan another seven yes

sty school and then | would e ready o sian the ball wiling.
T e will e back o that later. For now. | will contine 1@

deseriin ous farily el relations in more detsil, | was talking about

the Kaner lamiy in Kicle. Father's eldest siver. | menzoned it

< and emigrated 1 Palesine

hey Liquidated their jewellery busin
st e il there. ncle shiomo tive 0 set up some bisiness
d,

ing For two vears and ying o gt established. they

in the jewellery trade hut unfortenaiely it was ursuecessul

aficr sin

setumecd (0 Poland. They went hack 1o Kieice i1 1930 and quickly

cstablished themselves agtin. We were happy to hive the back

m e 10 time because they were wl
el

anct he ahic 1 see them f

sach Tively peaple and ey s ol so sy sores 1o

But the sad part of it was that an aitengt © make aliyal: in our

Family Bt this sl o s sl off from g 10 clo it in

ar the entize

sl way, Dot even more g was the

family perished i7 e lolocaust, withant 2 single sumvivor
. s parried 1 Kicloe man, Raphael
ross the

Father's second sisier

Charendord They had u clotbing store sl 10 ours,

road Irom the Rances” fewellery shop. | think they had three
children, bur | am nor sure because we were not as (riendly with

them ais we were with the Kaners. Even though we saw thern Fam

time o s, ecause of the Gt dat neither of them was as
Dutgoing o rend
relations]

They
who somehose survived all the canps and came hiaek 16 lis home
o, Kiele, alier the end of the War. But as 1later found o, he

a5 the Kaners, we did not “ave the sase cose
Cluasendart i we had with the Kaners.

p wit

perished in the Holocaust escept for their eldest son
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anywhere else. The problem in those vears was @ shartage of
labour and there was 3 large Jbour wumover where penple were

chanyging their jobs gl the time 10 get bigher wages and beer

erms. This was vezy detitnental 1 the efficiency and productiviy
i the factory, so Stanley made the following armangements ©
Aereria that

et lis workers 1 sty on. Fistly there was 2
d Lunch for @ nominal pagsacnt, alnwst for free, Then he
inttoduced i bonus
house across the roac & nursery for babies and young
s

and leave then i the nursery free of charge for the e they were
atwork. e hadt 2 hadresser conting (o the factony 1o take care of
i women workers' hair 50 that they would nat have 1o absent
tncmselves for the day 1o go to thelr hardresser, and that was free
peaple. s manigement
e decided 0 build s

ment o productivicy. As well, he set up i
Mren s

women workers who had children could bring them 1o work

100 And now (o keep his foremen, st

happy in new homes near the factor
black of apartmens.

But what actuslly bappened was thar ahout 1w morths before
that, e sold bis Factory foran offer he could not refuse and now the
apariments were his. 10 be renved individually. The terms that he
established were different from e ones curerly in practice at the
o key money hecause as these were new apariments.

e, Firtly
e could charge a high rent, which sas five gineas (e pounds
five shillings) per week. There was & three-year lease, but you hadt
10 pay the rent for the dhird year fully in advance, and the cugreat
rent monthly, Bt he modified the tems for e, My rent wis £.19.6
paid weekly 10 the agent, with o ather additionsl terms, and T
cauld chaose whichever apartment 1 wanted. Le said they wonld
st week in March.

I completed by 1h

Al this suited us just pe
building on Neprean Highway. [ was very inpressed because it
nor just an ordizary block of panments, The building was
designed by the top archiect in Melboume, Professor Romher,
ound floor and first

Uy and when | went © see the

and the et st
Hloor - spr
per entrance. with e gardens in between and a very o)

e was only o storey

d over a large arca, subdivided into four apartmen
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New 1 had 10 st 10 look for 4 joby in oxder 10 e s

e fime that we were going o stay in Palestine unl
we emigrated -5 we had agreed 1 do hefore we got pasrical, This
of caurse was  longerasige plan becavse Rachel and 1 did not even
el was e fist o

and 1o spend

w at thattie where we wanicel 10 g0 0.

finda jo. 1t wasa par-tame job at 2 shop that sold Truva prochucs,
helping ot i sales in the momings, The plice was in the centre of
Givar Rambam near tse bus siap, aboat two minues walk from

whiere we fived

T went back 10 spesc 10 my former emplovers at the ol on
Yarkon Srcet, where | ac worked bufore T joine the
if perhaps 1 could ke on the nigh shifl and liok for something
el during the day. But they though 1
sceing as e bulk of

Ty 10 sex

should close down,

my personnel hal left Palestine and tiey
conscquenty had
partness b

very few guests, Besides that, one of the two

been lled in a freak accident. He had gone 1o
Jerusalem ome day and while wartiag a1 bus stop, 1 hus defver lost

contol of s vekicle and a
standing on the sidewal
Thea 1 heard that a lasge frm of radio distributons, Philco, was

into him, e was illed sy, jus

looksing for a discharged soldier 1o traia a5 4 radio repai mechanic
1 thought that this might L 4 good profession and porentially
eresting work. So 1 started 1o work there the nex. morming at &

am. The workshop was on the mezzinine floor above the shop on
Allenby et The ceiling s b low tere, b these were quite
afew open sindows facing the street, so when T arrived it was

quite pleasant. Bt it soon began 10 vt up, and by en in the

worming | was dsipping with perspicatior

and

el o air o breathe
Fasked the manager f they had 4 Fan o i they intended 1o buy and

install one. He told me that they did' trnk they necded it, 50 1
thariked him for e opporuriy they had given me o learn
profession, and 1 walked aut

Tewas very dificah for e 0 endure the Tel-Aviv humidity anc
lack of air, especially if it was amplifed by wnsuitable cond ions,
ucky ot 1o hve
continued the rining a1 radio reai succharic hecause then 1

Now that Ttk about it, nayhe 1 was juse
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entertainmens: Lishion. but we could notundessiand how inielligent
peaple could play cands, whitlier it

gin-rummy or sehat ey
called Polish-rameny, every night and most alernoons. We ad o

ot them a least omee o Uvice 1 week, othervise we wauld uve

been oulcasts, 45 Faher and

wile ved o1 the other side of

o

‘andlthat was guile fir we went o see them only once a week

o Sunday afierroon, alihiough we would sometines see e o

he Komyans partes
e time had also come when we hid 1o stan thinking about

moving into an apanent o our own becaise Rachel coukd ot

Tt baby s By in e toom s 2 sublenant, so we ad to move,
10 place of aur own | stzrted looking around for an aparmen:

0 et s we could non afiord 1o buy anything ver. The situario

s o100 oo hecase all 1 could see were some ol aparments
et required reovating 00t that tie dhee was 3 general e
it you wared e an apaenen, ou had 1 pay ke mony

besween five hundred 1o 1 thousand por

s, s there was rent
comrel and the rents were sl 2t a preswar Jevel of sboun three
pounds 1 week,

85 1 had just repaied iy two loans-he 250 pounds 1o Pinnek
Korman ard the 1000 pounds 0 Mot

1 ad 0 spare cash at he
e Anc 1 did ot like any of the apasanents that were 2vailile
gy, as ey were il i s ron dowan Al buidin actisity
i stoppue during the war, anc. there was lite skilled labous or

faow materals avadable 10

tungs snew. Then when Tspoke 10
Stznley Kortan about it he told me that he w
apariments and they should be reads by carly 1
Twasted 1o mow: in, 1 eould have the fsst ava

buildinga biock of
e, He seid s
e one.

He was the only buildes at st tue and fe was daing € for 3
specific puspcse. His factory. Korma Centenry Woollen Ml was
an Nepean 1ighway in East Brighion, and ke planned 1o buid a
bloel of 36 apirtments s 2
nagerent 1o provide them wih heautiful new residential
clities in close praximity o the warkplace, Stanley Kornn was 1

commodation for the Factory salf and

i with brigh ideas snd i was abvays ahead of his e, The

work condiions i his factory were wnique and nat available

ST
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casticr said, “Yes, mate. you are lucky. I the last one.” The man
waiting behind me czlled o, "0l na! Bur | have 1o be i
Melboure tomorron !

So1 was really lucky. 1 got back on the trin and continued vt

e artived a1 Spencer Street sation in Melborime, Austtalia





index-350_1.jpg
Las Komuan

l

et ot Staniey iabing cave of el new haby sister. 1960

1o bave dinner wits the Family because T iy believed that
pirents and their children shoukd spend some fime together every
day so thar they can have  relaxed conversation abou what
occurced during the day and discuss what the plans are for the next
Otherwise, the family grows apar, and problerms arise that are:
ult and painful 10 resolve.

With Melinda growing up and a housckeeper Jiving with s, we
found that cur house was becoming too small. So we cecided
build & nexs home that would he more sutabie for us in sizc and
wending school in Krighton,

il

layout. Seeing as the ehildren were

E
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This weas @ completely new word for me. Even thangh e 2lso
“pukevicdish at b, aobody had the tine o read 10 me orto tell
e few
i i o it children 10 attend 0, But with y sunt, 1w the

ories because bath my parents were busy at the shop

only i i the Fouse amd a their business was 1 wholesale
stationery store, she was frec ) day. and she enjoyed taking e of

The stay with my
wemained in my memory. But otherwise, al |
the period of my it or sivis year is thet 1 sried to g0 1o cheder,
possibly at the age of five. The school was ahout 2 Alfeen-niue
walc from aur house. At cheder we Teamed ninly Fow 10 read
Hebrew and & bit of Torah and the siddus, bt norhing in Polis,

sunt and uncle was @ special event, sa it

n rensenbes about

Stmel (exsrenne iefl) and clissmates

b bendevganen Pacim pany 1932

T was prohably e gencral wucaion of lewish bovs of
Kindesgaien age au that e But 1 know ihat cight yeurs laier,
whe my youngest brother Sumek was five, he went t0 & regular
Kindergarten with b snd il toeher and no Hebrew or Toral

studics — evoryibing was in Polish. $0 gt vears ar tha perio

Srom the -2 o the early 1930 macks an comous difference
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b Goldberg and leave Kortes. Bu: Abic was away overseas, so 1
et wait & otk urii] he got back. When he retumed, | had a
few sessions wih him and he eventually tald me that he did not
mind iF Zrylek e because he would rether appoiat the Hion
director to masage all bis hosiery Factories, but he wanted me ©
sty on it the end of the five-year period as we had originally
agreecl. 1 told him that | could not do that hecause | had spent mast
of my e i partnership with Zrylek, and [ would stay togethes with
i For s long s we lived

He saw that he cauld not convinee me. <o e asked me to speak
10 his pariner Mark Besen, who he was sure would be able 1o
izluence me. | had the same session with Mark, and | explained to
bim my posiion and 10k hirn that if Abic preferred fhe Hilon
eranager to Ziylel, then he would lose both of us

A that i whet happened. Zeylek and 1 became completely free
of any obligatians and wosies relaed 1o Kortex, and all we hed 0
dorow was manage o real estate hoidings. 50 we started 10 look
around for ar office, which was not easy becavse ©did ot like any

s ¢ Fcbiains s anr e office i the Sl
1995

i
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newly masried conple and us, having tavelled at s tine sgains:
all odds,

Sawly things rewr

ta normal. We went back 0 Ausialia with
Melinds atter spendins snother few wecks in Jensalom, W
santed to wait il we knew for sus

i was eleased fom
ihe amy and thes our
husbur

sghter could at hast b

wesher with er

saze
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spend anorier e days hecause we Lad decided o tase a e
an the Danube Rives. The ship saikd throsigh Germany, Austea
Crechoslovakia, and Hungary, making many stopovers dong the
way. We also spent some time in Bucapesi where we atiended
s a5 we had done in Vienna and

symphony concens and oper
Nunich a5 well

[ ofien siid that [ would never go back o Poland. However
Rachel and 1 decided 10 g0 back there because Amette iz
Nelinda warted 10 come Wi us to see where we were borm and
what things were like there, This was in 1990, and Stanley and his
Faanily were Lving in New York 21 the time. So we went 10 Poland

By Trebiindas with et and Melnda vexi v a stine oimen
to Raden. 1990

s e
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the first gl 0

ot reportng. This gave Jewisi: boys a chance |
And most Jewish boys did go to

Sy i oher countries. Since Germazy and Ausia were 1o

et 10 leave for overse

et

longer places Tor Jews 10 go. the only countries Teft for studying

with France being the

Trance and laly ¢ more popular becuse
A e Languag
Tt nobedy tried Talian, even tiough it is similar o Latin and
2 difficelt 0 lea

theught of going 1o England, first he

studied French and! or Ger

e Nearly cvergor

+ And ceruinly no ane ever

would nat have be

o far frona Poland

o

Jnd also hecause of the “sicasige lnguage” hat nabady ever tried

o learn,
There was of conrse 4 chance 1o sudy in Poland. There were
some very gocd univessities in Warsaw and Krakow and in several

anaher problen: for Jewish
called numeras
clamsies. which e that the number of Jewish students accepted

ther s, but b
Studenss. There was 2 wule in Poland thal

1 universiies was csqual and proportianate o the number of Jews
Potnd compiral 0 the e
ot time s 3000000 and the pumber of Jews i

1l popultion fgure. As the Polish

papuiation at
Polind was 2000000, that meaat. th
“adents aceepted o universities wes 10% of the toal aumber of

fumber of Jewish

Saudens

This Bgure was simply nol high enog]
population by
and the demands 11

or the Jewish

ause of the way Jewish cildren were brosgit up

+ parcrts put on chem ta succeed. Bt even i

e was accepied 1o one of the Polis
gane through all the cliinzion exain
o really rerible The Polish stadents were much nore

wniversities, afier Laving
tions, conditions for Jew

tiSemic fhan any odier sector of the communiy. and their
behaviour toward the few Jewish students was infolerable, Jews
were nos permited o use uiversiy facilties s.ch s Jounge rooms.

o meeting ruans, al leuses they were rekegaied o seats in
comer in the st o 1ows ke @2 ghetio, and ey were

constaly subjected 10 ve:
S0 when we received permision 10 take the marrication

cname, we were thidlled 1o kiow it his would he ourlast year ac
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come o s on Tridas with @

e cpty pot. and we four cook)
used 10 il it with o or

e chicken for her s 1k lome e hor

aanily for a1 Shabbos meal. Loyt kinow e e and 1don's sz
howe she gor 16 ws. Rut there was another case of 4 man named
W

rebicki wha was o watdimeker, He bad o fros shop bt
ek from bis lviog

qiitensin

ack yard on Zeronsskicgs 0.
te Parely macle a living but he seas ton proud 6 2:6 or help, [ nsed
1 deliver 4 pot of soup and chicken i every Friday for 3
Staabbos meal for his Tunly. Whenever | went there | was abvays
sharked 21 hose the plice lnoke:

He was marricd and bad o
i, The lived in ane sl oo which was divided by 3 crtin
where his work sl was i e front, sith all the waches L was

repairing, Behind the Gy cunzin were tvo beds. o sole, and o

This wa

b way thosands of Jews lived ie Radom
and, Tam sure, the whole of Poland
I renembe

anether siilar case. When my sebbe, who need 0

comme o s i the evenings 1 each s Tald, Jid n0r come or

e Cays, we were sure that hie was sick and we wanted (© seow
how b was getting on. S we found ont where he bved and 1vent

0wt him, T was realy srocked by the condition of the place he

ve i and the swhole area around i, T camnor forges how tie

that went up 1o his roon wee brosen, how diffieuls it was 1o walk
o them, and how dark i w2 in bis roos with 7o fumiture o sy

hat

conveniences. He apparenty ivesd all elore. s it ws arrang,
every day Twvould 5o o bis house nd bring him soree food unil e
o beter

There were & e events during the year that afered our regulas
way of e, OF woune the biggest change occurred

sch

ol holidays when we et town for aboot rva months and went

10 the couniny. This was @ complure change in onr routine, wid i

was went 1o Garbatk

a very enjoysble period. Whether
or 10 Rabha. we awavs cnoyed s

new places and meeting
people. And canurally. the freccon far
othes sialies was completc. [did not even have 1o tahe my violn

ifer

sehonl and any

with me. so i was a 1ol holiday,

Ao the times that Bother was aovay in Palestine. sround Pusio:

“ e
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e partiners ar « ey barbeciie i orir garden i Erigiion

Couples It s right: Ze7iet e Hearcic: Noiel ane Hiensa: Rachel
and 1. 1962

over e courtry, but as we were growing constantly, we found that
if you specialize in rass production, it does nor pay to deliver o
small cusomers hecase handling small quantities increases
distribution casts and admiristiation problems, S0 we decided
cut out al our small customers anc keep only the large ones. This
meant that we reduced our sumber of clients from 1.900 o0 110,
which made onr accountants very happy. Now we could
concentrate on effciently serving, major accounrs like Myer's,
Cales
supesmatkets and varicry stores across the country

The greates help 10 us in selling was our agent in Sydney., Marcel
sigalla who, wita his wife and his son John. ztiended o all the

Woulwontl's, Safeway, and all the lage chains of

“ssae
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e thi it three children were bora i delbourne, thes alreedly
rought the three of thent on theic firs visit Atier Michal vas borm
ey all came ot 1ogether. Bety sill ad e parents in Mebone,
and they had « holiday havse at Surfers as well

Melinda and Shiomo came to visit us for the fis: ene when they
fad 150 young children, Maayan and O, who was acrually only 2

e months old. 1 was reslly Tovely 10 have tie kids with us while
we were in Austril
et on our isis 10 Lracl

When Tali was vl years old, she come 10 spend 2 year with
us. She also went o the same schaol i Melinds hid atended as 1
ehild, Mot Scopus College, and she was very happy there and

el ol lizving 1o wait 10 see e uail we

Vit and gt i front o the Shrine of Remembiance in
Metbosie 1947

made a lot of fienis. We were of cavrse very bappy 10 have her
all cur own ehidren and grasdciiidien were away a
that paint. nd she was the anly one we b as coupany, We made
e very happy Bty pasty and vt <l her friends, We sese
ey sory when s i leave us and 0 back howe 10 Izl 1o

with us,
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decided 10 do, as everyone was suze that architecture would be one
o the best professions for ik deselopment of Iiracl, owing ©

incre: Al Exsropean countries and the demand
s housi

quite happy with my dcision 1 sudy  the Technion,

ed immigration fro

nd Lwas

nd business premises. 1fel the same wa

After Purim, Mother had 10 st 10 prey

e o ga back Fome 1o be

there some e helore Pesuc!

S0 we sac

suid goodbye 10 her

looking forward 1o secing her the following year. She was dlso
feeling rarber upser 0Nt having 1o lave e again for another
year, expecially since she had some sad news to take back 10 fer
brother. Petier Yarkel. His davghter Reyel, who stayed with s

i Tad decided 10 go huck 10 Radom, Although she

nontls in Falestine, she could not find 2 way &

e Feldl

had spe si
dowwn, While she was looking 1 1 good job, sh

aronnd for 2 sufable aate o that she eou'd ger mtied in Tel-Aviv

was also looking

and st u Gy there. But e only fob she could ger was as a

waitress and sc could not find the right person to get together
with, 50 she cecided 10 go hack 10 Radom,

Rayzel and
Uhe Feldsteing’, and 1 misscd her when she lefl. | never siw her

& very pond e together when we siayed at

aggain. 1 ke it she pot married ust before the War and that she
ard her hushard fud 4 haby son. Bul they were all kiled in the

Holocunst, and there was 0 trace left of fer or the cutire Fanily of
Pouzniks.

When Mother left, 1 wen: back to Haita and to my
sudent. Tquickly caght up and got setled up o date.
I, but there was also a special rest
on Saturdays that my iends found out about and

routine i

Iw

< back 16ty usual

e, On Mot Garnel there is o monastery, {think it s Canmelite.
where they had a foutine arsunger
for Sanurdiay afteroon te aad cake < that they could preach 0

o inviting Jewish sdents

them and try 1o conven thems under pleasant conditions. Nor al
felt ke goir
ek, We Faclas g cakes and as much e as possible, and we
e

o hear a Lot more about whit they had 1 say. They were very

studen here, but iy friends and | e theve every

old then every e that we were very intetested and we wa
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was followed by the birth of their fisst son, Ori. on December 5.
1942, Then, on January 3, 1983, Beny and Sanley had their fis
Tsracli-bom child, Michal A year later, Anncrte and Hag
an Fehnuary

i e Karin

3. 1984, Needless (o say, we were very pleased that our
faily was growing all the time
Imespective of wha

cave o grandehild was bom, Rachel and

always made sure that we were with the fanily hefore the bitth and

we always succredl, except on one occasion. 1t was when Karin

was bom, but it was through no Fault of our own. We were in

vielbourne and were all prepeared 10 g0 1o Jeusaken as
hefore Annetie e birth, but evidently Karin deciced to make an
carly e da

For the most part, we had 2 la of happy svents 10 celehrate. but

wrive

e, 0 e arriv afier she wis born,

nfortunately there were also some sad ace
Hiagais faher, Chaim, hac a suddent Dt
Vi was gt s 1031 oF s, s 1 was  very cheerful person
aways smiling and full of fun, and he was very good company to
oth adulss and children alke.
Then my brother Moshe dicd
sullering, Some i back he had dexeloped 3 brain tumon, which

rerces. Farly in 1952

ek and pussed sy

frer a long ilacss and 4 Lot of

was teated and then operated on, but unformnarely

nsuceesully. He was deferiorating constanly, so his death came
asa reliel 1 i, but it was 2 very sad occurren
reached the age of sixy, and he
still had 50 much to look forward ro,

“There was another sac event that occurred at that time. Afeer the
birth of Melinda St father, in Pars
b d soon passed away. They decided to bury hion in
Jersslem, ard Rache] and 1 were very sorry that we could not be
there for the funcral

Although our whole family was naw living in Jerusalen, 1 561
tad wy brother Sumek in Melboume, but even that changed.
Sumelk znd his w

for the whol:

Faly. especially since be had

ame il

Drora did nor get along for many years but
because they hacl six children, they decided no to split up wntl the
gor divoreed and
vl apart in Melbourne for o while Our of theie sis childre

children were older. Wher the time cane, they

o
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it o eliive o o on which hont §would ke o serve, bt

talking 1 the ather boys | ound cu
cither ol Trag o de
st the Gemans. bt you v
The RE ws and st ting
N

rd e sources of ol o sl 6 Fgypt o

ot peven the chowe T opted fin
h 1 kad quic my
e nonethelo, 1 Roval

s aliic

cnginesing
Engineer
Mot of the boys 0 iy gronp wer
Sumiel Ry
sl broughe up hoys like hit. Althvngh the conditions of usising

e niee One of dhem was

anai, fhe s of the anewer of Discount Rank, s ok

were not very R, pussibly “wecause they il s bve much e
tor it end hud no special faclities. the condicons in the vk
s ot 100 good. We were sbout tventy o rsom, We el had

aor e mattress, and we ot for free enomous of

o

Bedhugs. ey wers all over the natiress azd becding and when
vou vined o

the light during e nigin, you cold see them
marching on the wall 4s

el e it we ad 10 spend aiuou o

weck there before we would be sent o © our destinetion for
fithes tining. ~o 1 decided 10 snend e nights siting up in @
e s non 50 bl e Twas tied enough o sleep under

any conditions hut U did o like the conpany of the bugs,

AR5 gt sty s

s
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avour. And her opinion of Bachel was in line with Ler way of
thinkeng it £ must e careful not (6 get involed with gl who
might sant (0 spend 2 lot of money and make grest demands on
me and make nuy lfe diffiutt. Rachel and 1 promised them that we
woukd try 10 get married carly in the following year and we wosld
keep them advised

We went huck 0 FRypL 0 ot respective units, By now e were
alreadly fully and ¢
ried 10 me
conld. Between our meetings, we used 10 send each other liers
witt our amny messenger who did ot mind going (o Geneifi or
e neary every day hecause all the
wearmly ad treated himn 0 € and caice. Rachel and §used to mect
mainly in bmailia on Sunday wicrmoons. and once we ook ta
das off 1o spend in
swhole ciy. 1 tack her to the main synagogue, the beaurifl! stores,

eialy cugagged 10 he married. s0 o course we

35 often s possible and be together as nuch a5 we

ils there welcomed him

ciro. There | showed Rachel sround the

and of course o the Pyzaniids and the Spin.

Sve the Pyraiics ai

16 the M. Rachel and ihe Spbines and |
1913

A the Pysamids
wonl ke fo el s our fuwre f we sould pay him ten piasters
We thought it wis worthwhilk, and we were eurious o hear what

ann Arab approached us and told us that e
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963510 50 10 Paris or Taly. and same even went o Palestine to the
Hebrew University or the Technion i i, The [ebrew

Universiy & that e il not heve o wide cameulom, 1t offercd

only conrses in Humanities, such a5 Hebrew studies, rcheolngy
and social studies. the Technion enabled sudens 10 study

ccture and severa) forms of engineering These was wso o
ronomy at dikvch el but 1 peson sl had

A pioneer 1o do that, For his

school

s young peaple who wanted

study medicine and other sinser pro

essions chose 16 go 160

O cours there were stll yeshivas in Polasd, ainly in the Larger

centres. And there were

1< religions schaals callee Bechivakos

bt the naanber of sudents aterding tese institions, compared

0 the numier going 10 public schaals, was very sl As most

bovs whis attended yeshiva were from smaler towns and villages

el hey cbuld aot affard 1o maintain essclves Anancially sy
from home, dhe genera arzangement was thit every religious

family shat couldatford it would "adopt” a yesiiva boy for

meals o week T remember thatwe abvays bad @ yeshiva oy

comming o shase 4 meal with us on Wednesdays

ell

ar Teness that 1 i nor havee s st year

Now hack 10 my wneventia babyhaod. by parents did no

e much ahout iy fire o

vinthday party or any erber bishday parry dusing my chiklhood

because it was nos pie to celehrare

cusion: o
bithdlays or anniversaries. During my e o Polind 1 do not

remember ever huving atended or having heard dhout any

Bithda or oniversary culebragon, The s why T doz know e

dae of my arents’ wecding annversary or the dive of thei

hinhdags, except for the v

they were hom
The st major event atter my binl was the wad story e whie

the rust of Purope twied 1o seatle down to 3y peacelul e atfer the

il of World War 1 with millions having heen Kilod, Poland

mvolved in anew war with Rassia in carly 1920 a5 the Russicn
Communis state wiced 1 expand westward and oceupy pars of e
news Polish Republic. My Father was taen ar e right age 10 be
calledd up by

fobilized and wa polis nd s sent east
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Kieloe 0 speltiewe with thers, or they would come 1o Radom and
1 Uil Shiomo clso

spend s ek or o with s, Auz nd

ce the Simily, and we aliays had & very good

a1 Hadon 16

Kitne with therm, We sind our cousirs had s lotof stories o ell each

e by comparizgg o way of B and deseribing the detis of the

fogeter

However, in 1925 they decided to ke aliya, nd the whols

e in Tel Aviv. This was a very |

Tamily w1

e 10 8¢

S, o iquidte a business and 10 erigrie Al tine when yo

blerms, Bt Zionisan, that had started

were well off and Fad no pr
st & few years before, had 4 very sieong influence on a Lot of
eople, mainly T yousger ones who were ot estblished yorand.
wasred 1o st their T in the Jewish Lind. Sut it did not ustally
it families hecause i was very Bl 1 give up an established
business and scart again fron sczch

T2t i the season our Sy did ot leave Poland and setle in

Palestine. We lad an established business and enjoyed a very good

standard of fiving, Mhough we hated the Peles and dreame of

ging o Parestine sone day. we did nat make any sengements 1o
B we did biave 3 Jongerange plas that woold take many

it would liave worked ( the War had

cars 1 implement. Perk

et braken out in 1930
The idea was that s e chikhien gew up and Fnished school,
orc and setile there. Then ous

they woull go 1o Palestine one by

parents sould follaw. This plac: sounded very sensible, especs Iy
s we already Pl s Dase there with our Aunt Tobale living n
Tel Aviv, They hadl Iefl foland in 1927, locked wp theis wholesale
stationry business and their flat, and just went over, Uncle Mol

could not stand b new policies of die Polis: governme

especially the mics smioduced by the new treasurer, Grbski. who
¥ resenred the
all

inveted all Kinds of ses. Uncle Motel espee
utmoner s, shich e tha in adiion to the fncone i
Gtter e,y had 10 pay 13 on the husiness weorer wiiout

comsidering whedher in the end you had 2 profit ve 2 loss. Tais

mneyed finn s much that he just packed up snd. prtibly with <
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g oversens alier the exanms and he was bappy 16 g i of o

Jews leaving Poiandd s vear calier saer i & vear laer

W fiad 0o prone. of cousse. o caim thar this was so. bt the

weze other in

ces shich supporteed that suspicion. The ain

prool of it wese the mules lor militry service, In Polasd, iy

service was compulsory andl every Loy bad 1o serve for o vears
Seme Jewish o tried 10 el out of it with various “ricks, One of

e tricks was 10 gt below the miminon weight These was

certain weight it and £ gou did notreact s weigh vors ser

exempted from miliary service snd had o conme hack the followe g
veu for ancrher checkeup. [ remerther bogs who used © g0 o

sarvation dies and walk el sun lor hours 1o g below far

weight. T here were na lints of top weigh. 12 did no: matier hos

i you were, yoi were sl elighle for the amy. So the poor Jewish

s who wanried o avoud the militarg could nor fews et hey

felc but hadl o starve themselves, There were other ways s
e right hand, When it
ealee, it was 50 T that you could ot bend it enougl o pull the

well sl s breakig e indes inger of

igger om i nlle. There were sprecialisis who knew how 15 arrazgs
his inger breaking scu: But all tiese schemes applied 1 hoys

who b not fnis ~ehool uad did s ke naculation excms, <o

they had s serce as regular soldiers, The anti-Semitism in he army

it non sy better san in normal e, In fiel, it was even wose

Ducause you were confined together in growps and could nor ger
Compulsary regular armg service did notapply 1@ boys who had
matriculuted hecause, contrary to the files in Australic or lsricl

g s o effect on yeur iy servive, in Pokind
1 you finished school and did arny cadet service, you
sehool, and st

awomatically were ready lor officers

O yaur army service as an officer. 12is being so, the Polaks did ot

Hke: i, 2 ey il non s 10 have Jowish: offcers, 016 Jewish
3oy W eshed seliool prescried himsel for asmy service. he
was el that the officers” school had s more wacancies anl o1y
again rex: year. This answer was given three fimes and thea the

applicant was sleeady 100 0k 10 st sy service wad was feed
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artend the opening of the Hehrew Usiversity. Beentially his sons

Izbak, Pineh snd Stasley went o Palestine o live, hetween
and 1924, but Pinnck and Stz left Palesine 10 g0 o Ausirla i
1925

Getting bacic o onr family and 10 my childlood, nothing exciring

Ui koo of happened for the nest few yesrs. The onl thing

Know s that b sy morher speat s o of time in the shop, |

i to0. 1 used © play with boses comtining baberdashery o
b, Whenever { was given = 0% of sll 1o play with, T woaild
alvays ask forone o higher shel, | apparently thousht et 1he
more inreresting st would probbly be kep highes up.
Just about thrce vears alier my binb, my hrother Moshe ws
bom. in November of 1921, OF course [ dortt remcanber anything
most 0 the tine
and how we gor on togedier, unil 1920, That year. aur Fuher

about the event and | dont reanenber wht we d

commacted ryphoid fever, which is & bigy conagions discase, I

was ot Dm0 010 hiospial Because unless o was vor

poor and could not alfird medical arersion, one was expected 1
Home with any sortof discase. However. she medical advice
hat the children should leave the hotse s stay witk
s, S0 we were split up. Moshe was senl 1o sty with our

st

patesnal grndmother. and [ was sent o my meier’s siser Auntic
Tohale She and her hushane, Mol Tekdsiein, were in their early
thinics and Fad 5o children, so 1o have e sty with dien for o

couple of montas was 2 great even for dhern
Latill remember how | was treared there, with specia. care and
attention = mucit erter than s hore. My sliee of bread was cu info

Hitle cubes 10 make it easier for e 10 eat it something no ane 4

home scemed 1o have worried <bout. |l Yiddieh storics read o
me nor only shen [went o bed but also during the day 5o thet |

woud nor get hored. Anl 1 heard st of funny Chelem Storics for

he it time, sead 1rom a special book. wad abso sories by Stalon:

Aleichem, Mendele Mocher Storim, and V.1, Perezz. As my sincle

nd aunt we by, Urcle

e very religious, much more than o
Mottel ol me stries abovt the Baal Shem Tov. Tk Levi
lerdichever, and orher Hasidie rabbis
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As a matter of faet, she was i9vited © peromn L the President’s
Residence for President Herzog when sic was cleven years old,
and ety accompanied her on the pino, And we have been o
many concerts swhere e children hove each peronmed on heir
insicumens, either solo or in e orestes at the Acadenny of Music

or at the Jerusalem Theatre

So T can tuly sty dhat we have never had @ dul moment while in
ferusaiem, and we have enjoyed ourselves consistently. Asie from
e annal Holidays Tike Pesach and Rosh T

e when e

s
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Rachel o { cnd i frionds i front of e Caivo Syuagogie. 1943

i had 10 say. S0 we paic him the money and he hegan fo tead ot
prlms. He suid that we were i love and would get muaried very
soon. He told us that we wauld be very happy together all ous life
and that we would have thrce chifdren. So whether 1 helieve in
fortune ellers or ot this fellow was cersainly right, and everything
turted 00t 1o be the way he predicted

After Rechel bud our first two children, Azneite and Stanley. she

it Pysomics
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where we lived, and we had gorten used fo that area, e started o
nt block of lind in that region.
one. Then, with the help of an architect, we staried 10 plan our new
home.

s Korex Hosiery was located in Brunswick, a1 the orher end of

‘e evenally found

the cirg, and in rush hour it ook me an hour 10 gut there i the

morming and ihe same amouat of time 10 gel home. people asked

e why we diditt move 10 2 subuch closen 1 the cit 5011 could
and e every day. Texplained (o then that
the travedling tine suited me very well Tn the moming while 1 was

save 1 lot of travelli

ia the car incling my way Forward, 1 could plan what [ was going to
oblems. So

do dring the day and how we should solve certaie
when Laived at the office, | knew exactly what 1 was gorng to do

ancl sen it should be done. And then going home in fhe evening,

the long wip helped me relax from all the problems we'd had
during the day. 1 would forget about them while getting annoye
the tratfic jams anct bonlenccks. When T artived home, | did nat
carry with me any eft-over steess from the Factory. and Twas ahvays

i a good mood without any anxictics abowt work.

a

11is reminds me of the expression that some peaple use when
obve u problem. They s
Tl sieep on i” When T fist heard st expression | couldnt

they are trying 0 delay 3 decision or to s

understand how skecping could kelp anyone make 4 decision
aliow anyihing, But when it was expliincd 1o e, | hecame the
most ardent user of that phrase. To this day whenever | have to
ke an impartar decision or find a soluion 1 4 probiem, |
alvays used sy, "Lt e sleep on it and Twill el you oo
wh

we are acing 1o do.” And | must say, it works like a charm.
When yau make 2 rsh decision sbout something important, you
are usually sory afiervards. Bul when you think aboul the
problem avernight, both consciously and subcensciously, o

reach a logical and cortect s ble 10 v

lution. since you wes

all the pros and cons in your mind, znd
final resu
When the plans for our new home were completed and we

feel good about the

started buikding 21 G Corley Streer, East Briglon. we put oue forer
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approaching the end of 1949 wnd the by was duc in cacly blarch
of 1950, 50 she cauld really relax a bit And we now bad more
it 1o movies o theatres or concerts

appormunity o go out at i

hecause once we had the haby, we would have 1 stay home in the
evenings. We thoroughly enjoyed going © the concerts of the
Vidoria Symphony Orchestra ar the Melbourne Town  Hall
Alitiough we were not subscribers, we were abyays able 1o get o

tickets and as modem music was not in fashion yer, we enjoyed
every concent. They had famous conducioss and falented saloists
coming from all ver the world. The best L sememoer of that period
s aseries of Beethoven symphonies from Number 119 with Sir
Baleolr Sargent as conductor,

But [will never forget the fics symphony concert ] ever atiended
and tat was in Haifa in 1936, The Iscacl, Phillannonie Orcliestza
i just leen established by the Famous violinist Huberman, who
ries where they

put togerhier Jewish musicians from all the cou
had b o them all
to Palestine from Germany, Ausiria, Crechoskovakic, and o few
fom Poland, and L formed this orchestra. The frst guest
conductor who came 10 Tsrael ta conduet the orchestra for o fee

i persecuted as Jews and lost theis fobs, and he

because he hated Fascism and he respecred the people who

suffered from it was Artuo Toscaini, e himself had ruz awe

frunn Tl when Musolin ol over e gosermment there, nd b
ctled in the Usied States

Al
played the opening conc
Toscanini visited 1 few other ciies. When ey give the concert in

zne Twas a ssudeent a Lhe Technion in Haifa Afier having,

in Telaviv, the orchesiza and

Haifa, it was amanged that there wauld be microphones set up
¢ could stand outsice the concert hall and listen to the

where peapl
mwsic, S0 1w
concer It was really worthwhile. The next conce
not undl 1049 in Melbourne, but there 1 alseady had 3 seat inside

one of those who stood ouiside to lisien 7o the

1 atended was

ndl [ was together with my wife
Rachel and | went out almost every night.If it was
en we went (o aur relatves the Kormans
10 take pat i their gin rumy cand parties. This was the paricular

o the
movies or o conce,
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was hilled by e Pules i the wellknown pogrom in Kielce,

ot with lorg-one orher Jews
Jsnew nothing ot i el we visied the Tel Aviv Menoria for

ewish Hisort

g and spen 1 whole day lnking «

the desails of fewish history in Pokend before, daring, and afier the

War, Towards the cad. we read the details shout the Kielee

segrom, with o Rl list of all those who sere illed by the Poles on

that vy, My cousin Hliezer Cliareadorts nane was on thiat bst
ofsix b

indl besidles the two eldest sisters who fad settled in Kiclee, the

other four were in Hadom. The interesting thing about it i that <
i of them had 1 fis-bosn son whor they mmed Flezer, aftct
Uhear geandfathes who dic a1 1 voiung, age from complications of

mily. Witk
s childsen with the sane e, when angbody mentioned Eliezer

appendicits. So this was & very popular name in our

e, 2 they were called Loasek, they had 1 sy which Loosek they

meas,
Eather, Bt all the

e 0f the next sister was

Tae nwe sisters in Kielee were alder

e lous were younger. The

ik andt she mmarricel 3 Namn, sho wes i memher of ey e
family with 2 lor of brother
i Frat name was Synietin and they had 3 shop where shey sold
b, The shop wes in the s building s ouss and they lved in
otz the fronr, only o e catrance in the

i sisters, very well knowws: in Racom,

that Swilding as well, b

ard. They il two chiléren. a boy and a i, much younger than
eight
vers yaunger then e, We got along very well for two reasons
we lived <0 close Wogether and secondy. they were very

we were, and T think even younger dhan Sumck, who w

Hirs o

frendly people. We used 0 take feir chidren for hoiidays, end i
was good cormpany for Sunch., L rementber it alnont daily, afe
the shops sere closed i Ciocia ki used] 1 g0 home 10 put

Chiidren to bed, Tetrer Sy:ncla would come 10 ocr latand si dows
at the dining room table and read o Mother the deily segment in

the newspaper of the Jewivt book Tt was publihed in

imstallments, which they had =0 time o0 read dring the day

And every evening Fetter Symclia swoulel diseuss witt Father all
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4 1 have to say i 1am
tip because both Annere and Meinda
(e time, Poland was sill under 2

for a week with Anerre and Melin

really lad that we ade the
earned a ot about our past

 was generally miserabl.

Communist government, and lfe the
BuL T did o feel very sorry for the people because 1 never liked the
J o e very much

Palaks, and 1 found that the way o life

since the pre-war days hecause of the strict regime

Unfortunately, Rachel could not show the gils very mich in
Warsw because the whole town had been almost complecely
destroved during the War and was then rebuilt in 2 modem way
Bt a few buikdings remained fom pre-war times. Radom had not
the
use and the aparient

changed at all, however, hecusse it was not bombed during

i children arourd th

war. S0 Lshowed 1

where mybrothess and | were bom and lived, and the shop which

loaked exactly the
e il the cheder and the school building and my arandparerty
Rouses. Everything looked exactly the way it did when we lived

way it did when we owned it Then | showed

there, except that there was mot & single Jewish person around.

W wentof course to Treblinka and 1o Auschwit, and we saw il

e places connected o the Holocus:. This was 1 very sad trip

it was veny educational, and T was glad that we did it
preseat. We could not travel

very much anymore azd we bad seen so puch of e world, so we

A now, hack 1o the more curre:

e most of our time in Jerusalen enjoying our Fanl I with
o kids and grandids

And fhere was 4 Iot to enjoy
grandehildren, at ane point o1 ano
the flute. Adum

or example most of our

v, plaed a musica

isirument. Tali playe nd Noams played the

violin, Simon the clarinet, aud K and Kacin played the piano.
i el Maayan and Ori play the piano. 1
remember how ot wighit a¢ a family Chanukalu party we were an
ble of seven. T joinied in an the violin, and together we
plaved 4 variery of Chanukah songs. which the whole fandly

wl stll plays the cello

enioyed
Most of the children haci to give op heic instrument pleying
i theie il year at school, and Lien of

hecanse ey Fad o sudy
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Stanley ar 18 moibs. 1952

worries Bur Mottel thongh that | was all wiong, e hal read i the
newspapes thar some goverument iniers, especially the
Minister of Lumiigration. kept warning about what they caled the
Yellow Peri” They were refering 10 the Chinesc, who they feared
were muliplying and looking for expansion and the only placc
they
would ot allow a single Chinese person immigiate 0 Ausirlia
because he climed tht tere were 100 many Chinese there alrady
anct he was wortied about the “Yellow Peril” So boitel was ako

ol o was sonth 16 Austzalia, For that reason, b, Calsvell

s
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and lelt withaut tlling anyhody where 1 was
o Father s grave and p

T excused my
aoing. 1w

intervene ang help me gt id of 2l those aeaving people, 1 stayeed
there o quite = while. When | ot ack to he office, s alrcady

10 i and asked him o

o b

onels i s Lie taxation sy one ut for lunch,
Our auditors 10l me thas they wer Baving & most exasperating
time with those s hecause shey found oihing o complain

Aot s our boaks e in perfet orcer. yet they kept i o

arcate probiems 10 show how efficient they were, and it woukd
cally be terrible to spead a few weeks with that sort of approsch
Bt T nd behold, when dhe tax men came hack from ‘nnch they
tld our people that they Tad d
investigations in our company and frey wer leaving, now. And so
they did. Oue andions coukd ot believe it They said that in their
years of practice and wide experience. i had never uppened
e weeks
messing sround wilt the books, and here they were leaving afi

led w finist off their

before that the tax inspectors would spend less than
one moming! They said © was moss unusual and we were
extiemely Jucky. 1 did not say unything then. bt el so elated that
later on 1 had 10 1ell Motel and Ziylek what | had done that
wmorning, They coukd not elieve that | would do something ke

tha
Well T mus add here that twenty years have gone by since et
event, and every year [ was warned by the auditors that this year

ey would come back for sure to do azorber inspection rorine,
bt see Bve hid o o
e only firm of this size in Austaalia that has been given such a

stigations since then , adl we are probably

Freryone cu tink whitever they like, but 1 personally am

convinced that | achieved this siwation by praying ar my fuhers

grave And now that my father is buricd in Jensiler, it makes it

casicr for me 1o contiinue to do so wherever the need asiscs.
Geting back now 10 the current events in bielhourne, we had &

oo year a Kortex, and everything was running perfectly
with no iterference from the new owners. The ozl chasge that
accuned was that Abic Goldaerg bought out 1

her o hosiery
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seutled 1 Issel - one in TelAviv and one i Jensalem, Sharon

whes was Melinda’s ape and who had won 2 Rhodes Schalarship

and was e frst il in e scate of Victorks o have achieved thet

honou, went w swdy at Canlbridge i Enghnd. whewe she
uhimsascly semained. Evenudly Sumclk renusrricd. and he and Lis
wile Lestey moved 10 Tseael and settied in Jerusalem, S0 senually for

i it s s fullcinele, except st e il |
e world. and by ey

rom time 16 time. For Lesley it must have heen very diffcal o

and visiin, o 10 see cacl ottier

sette in Tsrael because not only ws she a real Aussie, by nature

and by ancestral background of sy generstions. bt she also lefl

hererire Fumily e Awsalia - er marher. her buother end cven her

children. Vet she fitedd in perfectly wits all of us, s we e very
heapoy 16 hiave her be s part af onr farily

since by now Rachel and T lad o on i elboume exe

distant causins. | decided to iz y fther's hody 1 Jerusalen so
st

 of being feft in a Mefhourze cemetery. Torgotter

everyone, he would b buried i Jerusaern, where he had neve
ber during his ifetine ot il o

avs dreamt of goine. This way
his childzen and grandehilden and great grandchildren could
stendd memarial services in his lionour.

This worsedd aut exactly as

waned. And thanks 16 Annerre, we
Teve a mily seropeher ey year on the day of Faher's

yahezei, whtichs 5 one week before Chanukah. Our whal

iy
aends, inchuding Lesley and Sumek with all Lis children and
grandehildzen lving i lseael, Moshe's childzen. and Sali, togedicr
wity Moshe's clildren and grandehildren Trom Teb-aviv. We all
et a the ferusalom cemetery for & morning service in honaur of

Fathers memory. which we combine with @ similar secvice in
bonor of Hother's memory Then al o s, abow T peaple. 20
over ta Ammette's house for By Lunch t cclebrate e

s louk Torward 1o, and |

This anmual event is somehing [

an estremely grachul 1 Annete for having

ablished this

amangement which has becone & custom for the ferrily o adhere
o and perperzie. When swe hought e hurisl plot for Father in the
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il liked e very much and they wanted me 10 seay on with them,

s 1 puid ther < i anount of rental of one pound 2 month, <0
they invited me 1o join them for breatkfast 2o clirge and to tat
whatever they dic. This was very G, and ©really enjoyed it, Now
we come 10 lunch, Tamanged & free lunch for myself n the
4 few trees there full of fuit
@ hoxen. 1l was just the right
1 fit, and 1 ate enough of it every
altemoon o sacsfy o il dinaer tie

rden

behind the Technion, There wes

carob, which in Yiddish was «

season for this Tavous

For dimner, Tused 10 gowith 2 ew friends o e
fun by WIZO for needy people
inmigeants and so on. 1y

ranttha
ke studens, the unemployed, new

s not degrading, It was quite s nice and
p. 2 hot main
bl The toral
il AT that tinue, 4 Palestinian pound.
whic was equal 10-a Beiish pound, was subdivided ino decinals

clean dining raom. You picked up a uay with s

ish, and & small dessert on ¢ and st dowa a

ot o the dinner was 2

ot 100 pias

o 1003 willine. So ke price of this dinner

wintally cost ne to nothing, This is how we got avay day by day

with spending herdly any money at all. Twas very happy that | did

not liave 10 sk my

Toad cases of pranges om0 ships

A fe manths went by and [ was progressing e well 2 my
studies and was having 1 very good e widh my stedent friends,
Lappy wilt the decision 1 take on those
studies for my fuwre lie. Then February came along and my
mother
ook a month Of from ciasses © be with her and ta spenc Purim in

so 1 was really

Soon goig 10 arrve i Tel-Aviv for her annual visi, o

TelAviv Tarmanged wit ray friends o take nois for me i class
nd 1 would calci up on sy schiool work whea | got back.

eally lovely (o be with my mother again, and 1 realized
then how much 1 had missed her during that yenr. We had @

wondertul time together, for over three weeks, She old ne low

It was

he situation i Poland was getting worse for the Jews becaust the
influence of Nazism was sprezding o

ross the German-Polish

horder, and it was becoming more and more unplea:
here with the

ovim. She said that she was waiting Enpaticatly for

s
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of occupivd Eurape, but tie new progress of the Genman znmy

ssder General Momanel occupying el the whole of Nosth Afric

anc crossing e border o7 Egypr became a physical thicat 1o

Palestine and all e Jess living there. 1 Romnel could advance
that far. whet was there o swp him fro: continuing bis adhvance
ing the Bgyprian borler into Palcsine:

Tt was when §decided 10 foin the army snd co sy diy 50 thet
1 woue e that 1 was personlly helping (o f
brother and my fllo Je

paents and

s o Nazd oppression. |also santedl 1

help save Palestine and the Jows there from possible Gern

accupation.
it ot and

Mosie was against it He thaught that swe siovld

things would et better angway because the Germans coukd o
occupy the who'e workd. and aow ey had also
Tront e they were bound to lose everunlly. Alsa there
was i new commander appoinied by the Bt

[

i Altics, Gerer

Morigomery. whio woukd change the s wtion in Palestine, il

now the Americans were with us, and they didzt realy necd my
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knowing that almost eversbady would be at home and very fow

would be on the laok-out. niade tings so much worse. But
and @ concentmed effort, we

managee 1o tur things wround and push the enenes back,

somehow, with a ot of courage

Hag managed (o come home for a day off, and we decided tia
with the way things we
the wedding at the end of U
informal

ing 50w, we conld establish @ date for
Lo, B o

affair because almost exeryone would sl b in the aermy,

anel there would be 7o overseas guests because
able t et 10 Israel
50 we arm

ey would not b

e for the wedding 10 take place a the univers

vl Ram. “The ceremony would be in the

aficecon. followed by a modest weception in the foyer of the
building,

We invited all our friends and our reladves from Tel-Aviv
providing they could get a day off fiom the amy, as everyone of
amy age was stll mobilized and on active duty. s this was the: 29
of Qctober. 1973, The zabbi who performed the cerenony was the
o from the Hanassi Synagogue. 1t was acrually quite a beautiful
wedding, and everybody was happy to ke past in a simeha during
this sl period. So it was really a brealk frous the war-time moo for
a fexy hours only, but it was most enjoy

bl
All the young men and womea

aime dressed in their amy
unifarms, and only the okd fiks anc the children were in civilian
clothes. As 1 said hefare, no one could con
thar Stanley and et could not be there, but
we could nor postpone the wedding any longer. Misch o our
surprise, o

From overseas, We

v of cour

e days later Zrylek and v anive. They had come

in 4 roundabout way because some flighes had alieady began to
operate. Our very goud friend from Melhourne, Rabbi Zalman
Gurewics, manged 1o make it s well

It might sound sirange that 1 have 4 good rend in Mclbourne
woho 55 Rabli, bt  have to explein that Zalman Gurewice is an
exceptional persn. Although e i a chabad chi 2 Rabb ar
the Lubawich Yeshiva Collge tn Mebourne, e behaves like 2 real
geatlenan, with the same friendly approc

i and

h ta seligious and
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funire For ourselves, Mattel was 2lso very unhappy that [ efused 10

comtinue, $o 1 suggested 1o both of them that i they wanted t© go
abead. [ w

copt the offer, providing thar |

quite willi
swould withdmw fron nanaging the business and leave it all 1o
them becase under the proposed condition, 1 did not want to be
part of &

Ziylek and Morel ot decided thar
withour me. an the Lebermaos woul

.y would not g0 ahead
ot selent on ther denand
0 be able to withdiw fands whenever ey wanied 10, 50 the

regorasions reached & staleznate and the deal was off, Personally, |

s very appy about s because | had the feeling thet we had

ehed our peak and we sl bad & good chance for further

et ea
expansion and fo suke ur business grow far beyond

e point i
was a1 now

Andt this was indeed the case, Very shartly after the Lieherman

wir, we bought out all the hauses adioining our factory, We
Gemolished them and built an extension that took up the whoke
block ‘ould expand and increase our production i bt
pnty hose and briefs, We bought = ot of new machinery and we
were partickuly keen on automating all the secrons of
smanufactaring, from knitting to packsging. Even though in the
19705 autouation was Nt yer as populac s it is now, we were
ucky enough to i new inventions all the time. Bt we had to
Jook for thesn in meny afher countries. Surprisingly. they wez not

othar e

in the United States but 0 Furope,
England.
Teven had 1o

iy in Germany. Ty, anc

10 Caechoslovaldia 10 buy some ew knitting

nachines. The Caechs acally specializcd i muking hosiery
Eniting macl
4 very strict Communist regime, they could not sell o many

for iy years, bur heeause they were sill snder

counties, so they made us an offe at 4 rdiculousy low price. 1
wen wilh Rachel o Proge o
that, we stayed on for 4 few muore days 10 lour around the ciy

alize the deal. Alier haviag done

hecause it was weally 4 heawiful plice. We were especilly
impressed with the Jowish aharal Syragogue. shich was the only

shule prescrved by the Nazis durieg the war, Not only did they not
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seen many fuilies in 4 similar position as vurs with children and.

prandebildron nea then, b 1 have never come across a family
i was s closely knit s ours.

Fisst of all, we are Lucky that we al live in Jerusalen, As | said
before. & often tuppens that people have one child in New York,
one in London. and one in Tel-Aviv: ar even if they all ived in
Tsrael, we miight have had one :n Huifa ar in Beer Sheva, But our
ek gave ws e cliauce w enjoy all our children all fre time ard

v all around us.

Fie ity circle. (This widenfid collage of @il the chiviron and
il seas e By G0’ tase father, Shiacks

W bave a beuriful Bome with & wanderful view from a | sides
and we enjoy every minuie o] it Aad since we moved in whout e
years ago, we b with us 2 lovely gin named Zabava who is 1
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days ater she came o see mie, T was 1 very bappy reution beeanse

e had nos seen each arher i about cight monts.

We discussed our pluns for the future. We decided that she
should gve notice to the Schreiecs, whom she lived with since she
Jeft e ATS, 50 that we coule ook fora place of ous ows and sart
our family life

cze
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lovely and the areas near the ocen and the bay were realy
beautiful, T noticed that some of the shops in the centre of tosn hac
Jewish owners, so | went n 0 one of them and saned 1
conversation, 1 was told that there was & laiesized Jowis!
conmuaity in Perth of about 1300 people who were all wel
established there and well organized. Nearly all of the orginal
n the 19205 aud they al 2

Palestme, where things were very bad ecanomically. As they had
come with hardly any maney., they cauld only ulford to pay the
e on the ship, which was up until Fremaile only, and
they had no funds <o continue 10 g0 t Sydaey or Melbourne. S0
they had settled there and fousnd i so pleasant and easy. that hey.
all stayed on

In the eveniag 1 checked aut of the hotel and wen o the s
ttry my luc The same thing happened agein. Ten minutes before
e train s du o leave, the conductor came over ta me and said,
orry. e, Everyone umed up.” Soall | coukd do was 2o back to

immigans b arsived U

Towest f

tion

the otel aggiin. 1 decided that as a consolation, 1 would have:
ancther hoxurious dinnes ke the night before, which made me fecl
better and cheered me up a itke for the next dlay, which | spent
agin siphtseeing 0 1

T the evening when | was checking ont of te horel the man

s 0 me, T dont think | will see vou agein.

etind the cou
i, because a5 they say, Thisd e Tucky’ and this s your third
attempr to get on the tain, 50 good luck and have a good tip” He
reslly gave e a Lot of hope and Lwent to the sttion in & much

better moad, This time the conductar sw me &t ahout 743 and
said, S bar ther cain i leaving in
anothe:
wait hefore Tean et you get on.” Four minutes laier he came up ©
e again and said. “Okag, mate, hop on, We arc leaving in one

e rwo people missing, but

e minutes, s they night stll m up and we have o

minute anel you have o beth.” 50 1 said 1o him, “My suit
tion a1 cannot o withour them  His reply

checked invat the
s, “All ight, govand et them and T will old the tain for you.” S0
T off, picked up my suitcases, and shed back. The conducior

put e up i the ight place on the train where there was a vacst
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st hid no perit 10 cater Palestine and it 100k @ fews
monihs o aetonc So by the tine we were ready ta Jeave, i
wats February 1939, Our mother decided that this time ste

would ot trevel with us and would extend her retim van for
r. 1 was decided 1t we

snother thice: months and foin us

shauld 20 on our e,
S0 we said our goodhyes 10 Racom and 1o our iy, Father
accompanicd us © Waraw, where he saw s olf on the
n o Romnia. The tip tErough Poland was
uncventul bur whe
Beganto stopa many sations where locs o people gt 0, sone in
end rifles, others i ciilin clothing, The tain
m their

international

we crossed the Ramanian hordler, she train

amy unifors

became so Rl that all those passengers had o siand.

explanations we undestood that Grere was 4 general army call up

thronghout. Rousnia. Serprisingly, there was not a call-up in
Poland, alihough it bordered with Geruzany. By the G we anived
erything went bck 1 we boarded the

in Constariza, S

ship for Ha

his siip s 4 very meden o, and a e bitsmaller thas the
Polonics on which [ adl e my fisst wip. It was Homanar
Gwned, i s caled erssaiennue
bt 10 Tonger o Jalla, 1t caried anly fewi

el it went bick aind fortl: fron

Comstanze 1o Hail
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Tup STORY OF MY LT

sl many vears Lier, b this of covrse was not the only case,

Tor gt bk 10 e e 1 spet b saiting the few montdts

wstl my anotber workd go o lsrael with e in February 1936, Twas

very busy all the time witl y Triends and at

201 bosed 10l 1

Ui store, And anyhow, here was 50 zeason 16 leave any cadlier

e ail the cducationl instivions in Palestin had already

< well sy home

Uit aecepazce Tor the year, <o 1 might
e ar = mere Iisuicly

with g faily and prepare for the

prce

I the reanrime. | fad 10 asange my passpon, the pemit
cnter Palestine, the vists o the orher countrics on tie way, and
s for the train andl the ship. Allof this was very

exciicg for me s wel hecause i was my Brst 1 ovecs





